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PREFACE. 



Whilst writing this Guide the Author has strictly adhered to 
the plan he adopted in his previous works, and has personally 
visited every place mentioned, and made memoranda on the 
spot. He has also heen particxdar to note antiquities, and to 
give historical information, believing that no Guide to Wales 
would be considered complete without dwelling kurgely on sueh 
snlnects ; for the tourist, seeing on every hand ruins of camps 
ana oasties, and meeting with a people £{>eaking a language 
entirely unknown to him, naturally desires to be told something 
of their history. It is this difference of tongue, also, which 
makes a Guide Book of more use in Wales than in almost any 
other part of Great Britain, for in many of the wild and moun- 
tainous tracts the stranger will often travel long distances 
without meeting with a smgle person who understands English. 

In order to produce a book strictly accurate and trustworthy, 
the Author has had almost every page of the manuscript sub- 
mitted to the most competent authorities in each district. He 
ventures to hope that after devoting so much labour, time, and 
cost, to the biook, this Guide to North Wales will prove alike 
serviceable and entertaining, and, in the truest sense of the 
word, practical. 

So many have entered into the spirit of the undertaking, and 
assisted the writer with such hearfy goodwill, that it would be 
invidious to mention names ; and the Author, therefore, feels 
compelled, much to his regret, to acknowledge merely in this 
cursory manner the valuable assistance he has received. 

Letters containing suggestions for the improvement of future 
editions, and pointing out errors in the present issue, may be 
addressed to Henry Irwin Jenkinson, Keswick, Camberland. 
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INTEODUCTION. 



Although North Wales consists solely of the six ooanties, 
Flint, Denbigh, Carnarvon, Anglesey, Merioneth, and Mont- 
gomery, it has been found convenient to include in Una Guide 
the cities of Chester and Shrewsbuiy, and that part of Cairdigan 
embracing the Plinlimmon mountain and the town of Aberyst- 
wyth. 

Visitors usually begin their North Wales tour either at Chester 
or Shrewsbury, and the book has been planned on the under- 
standing that they enter at Chester and leave at Shrewsbury, 
but the arrangement is such as to suit the opposite course, and 
it is hoped that wherever the tourist may alight he wiQl be able 
to turn at once to that place in the Guide, and find all the 
information he requires. The book is divided into eight sections, 
viz. Chester, Llandudno, Bettws y Coed, Snowdon, Dolgelley, 
Bala, Llangollen, and Aberystwyth ; and it has been so arranged 
that each section constitutes a separate and complete book in 
itself. Jn this way it is hoped the work will prove not only a 
general guide to the whole of North Wales, but also answer as a 
local guide to each centre, thus proving useful both to those 
who pay a hasty visit, and to those who make a lengtiiened stay 
at any one particular place. 

The tourist to North Wales, by availing himself of the trains 
and coaches, may, in a few days, traverse the most popular 
routes ; but the scenery is so fine, and the places of interest so 
numerous in the principality, that months may be spent without 
having visited all the spots worth seeing. 

Although North Wales contains wide wastes of dreary moor- 
land, and has no lakes which can compare with those in Cum- 
berland and Westmorland, yet few countries can boast of such 
a combination of beautiful coast scenery, lovely valleys, and 
grand mountains; of so many historical associations; of a 
language so ancient and interesting ; or of so many remains of 
pre-historic, British, Roman, and medisBval times. The chief 
of these attractions are the superb coast views near Beaumaris, 
Harlech, Pwllheli, and Llandudno, and the estuaries of the 
Mawddach, and the Dovey ; the valleys near Beddgelert, Llan- 
gollen, Dolgelley, Maentwrog, Bettws y Coed, and the Yale of 
Clwyd; the noble mountain ranges of Snowdon, Camedd 



XIV INTRODUCTION. 

Llewelyn* Gader Idris, the Glyders, the Rhinogs, and the 
Arans; and the beautiful Edwardian castles of Conway, 
Harleoh, Carnarvon, and Beaumaris. Innumerable other " things 
of fame " might be mentioned, not omitting the many wild and 
lovely tarns ; the grand passes of Nant F&ancon and Llanberis ; 
the Menai bridge^ Holyhead harbour, and the Penrhyn and 
other slate quarries; the ancient camps, cromlechs, and mines; 
as well as the attractions offered to the angler, the geologist, 
and the botanist. 
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HOW BEST TO SPEND A FLYING VISIT TO 

NORTH WALES. 



Those who cannot devote more than a flying visit to North Wales, 
are recommended to proceed from Chester or Shrewsbury by train 
to Llangollen. Here spend a day in visiting Dinas Brd,n castle, 
Valle Crucis abbey, Llantysilio church, Chirk castle, and Wynnstay. 

From Llangollen, travel by train to Corwen, and thence by the 
vale of Clwyd to Ruthin, Denbigh, St. Asaph, Rhuddlan, and Rhyl ; 
also from Rhyl to Llandudno by train. 

At Llandudno ride round Great Orme*s Head, visit Conway, and 
proceed by train to Bettws y Coed. 

From Bettws y Coed go by coach to Capel Curig, and through the 
pass of Nant Ffrancon, to Bethesda and Bangor. 

Visit the Menai bridges and Beaumaris, then travel by train to 
Carnarvon. 

From Carn&rvon take the circular tour, hj coach round Snowdon, 
and alight at Llanberis. 

Ascend Snowdon from Llanberis, and descend to Beddgelert. 

From Beddgelert, by car or coach, to Port Madoc ; and thence by 
Tan y Bwlch and Maentwrog to Ffestiniog. Visit the falls. 

From Ffestiniog, by narrow-^gauge line, to Minfifordd ; and by rail, 
to Harlech, Barmouth, and Dolgelley. 

Ascend Cader Idris from Dolgelley, and visit the Torrent and 
Precipice walks, Tyn y Groes, and Pistyll Cain. 

From Dolgelley go either by train past Bala, Corwen, and Llan- 
gollen ; or by Aberdovey, Machynlleth, and Welshpool. 



A SEVENTEEN DAYS' TODB. 



A NUMBER of tours might be arranged for the tourist, but as these 
would require to be infinitely varied to allow for difference of purse, 
time, and inclination, the following hints will, it is hoped, be suffi- 
ciently suggestive to enable all to plan for themselves. 



X>ATS. 



1. At Chester, walk round the city walls, and through "The 

Rows ; " visit the cathedral, the castle, and St. John's church ; 
also Eaton park and Ha warden castle. 

2. Go by train to Mold, and walk over Moel Fammau to Ruthin ; 

then by train to Denbigh. 
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DATS. 

3. Visit St. Asaph, the Cefh rocks and caves, Rhuddlan, Bod- 

elwjddan, Abergele, and Rhyl. 

4. Proceed bj train to Bettws y Coed; visit the Swallow falls, 

the Fairy glen, and the Conway and Machno falls ; return by 
train to Llandndno. 

5. Travel round Great Orme's Head, visit Conway, proceed by 

train to Penmaenmawr, and ascend that mountain. 

6. Alight from the train at Aber, walk by the Aber water&lls to 

the summit of Carnedd Llewelyn ; descend the mountain on 
the E. side, to Ffynnon Llugwy and Llyn Ogwen ; see Llyn 
Idwal, and walk down the pass of Nant Ffrancon to Bethesda ; 
visit the Penrhyn slate quarries, and take a car to Bangor. 

7. Visit the cathedral, Penrhyn castle, the Menai bridges, and 

Beaumaris. 

8. Go by train to Holyhead ; ascend the Holyhead mountain, and 

visit the South Stack lighthouse ; return to Bangor. 

9. Travel by train to Carnarvon, see the castle, and then travel by 

train to Llanberis ; proceed through the pass of Llanberis to 
Pen y Gwryd, or Capel Curig. 

10. Ascend the Glyders, and continue on the summits of the moun- 
tains on the S. side of Nant Ffrancon, to Llanberis. 

11. Ascend Snowdon, descend to Glaslyn and Llyn Llydaw ; walk 

down Cwm Dyli to Llyn Gwynant, and thence to Beddge- 
lert. 

12. Walk or ride to Port Madoc, and thence by Tan y Bwldi and 

Maentwrog to Ffestiniog ; visit the waterfalls. 
13.. Ride on the narrow-gauge line to Minffordd, and then by rail to 
Harlech ; after visiting the castle, proceed to Llanbedr, and 
spend the day in the neighbourhood of Cwm Bychan, and 
the Rhinogs; if possible reach Barmouth by train in the 
evening. 

14. Travel by train to Towyn and Abergwynolwyn ; walk thence to 

Tal y Llyn, and ascend Cader Idris via Llyn y Cau ; descend 
to Dolgelley; 

15. Visit the Torrent walk and the Precipice walk, Tyn y Groes, 

and the Mawddach and Cain waterfalls. 

16. Go by. train to Llangollen ; visit Dinas Br&n castle, the 

Eglwyseg rocks, Valle Crucis abbey, and Llantysilio church. 

17. See Chh'k, Wynnstay, and Wrexham. 

In addition to the above, the tourist ought, if possible, to spend a 
day or two on the Lleyn promontoiy, visiting Clynnog Fawr, the 
Rival mountains, Nevin, Aberdaron^ Bardsey Isle, Pwllheli, and 
Criccieth ; stroll along the N.. coast of Anglesey ; go by road from 
Dolgelley to Dinas Mawddwy, and thence over the Aran mountains, 
Of the Bwlch y Groes pass,, to. Bala. From Bala the Arenig moun- 
tains are well worth ascending. Two days might be pleasantly 
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occupied in walking from Bala to Llanwddyn, and thence by Pen- 
nant and Llangynnog to the Pistyll Rhaiadr, and over Cader Berwyn 
to Llandrillo and Corwen. At Llangollen the Moel 7 Qamelin range 
of hills oaght to be ascended. 

Shrewsbury, Welshpool, and Montgomery are worth a visit, also 
the Aberystwyth, Plinlimmon, and Llanidloes districts. 



HOTEL TABIFFS; AND CHARGES FOR CON 
VETANCES, PONIES, AND GUIDES. 



These are much the same as in England. Many of the hotels 
board at 42«. and 505. per week, and 6s, for attendance ; but in the 
busiest part of the season they generally adhere to their regular 
tariff of so much for bed, breakfast, and dinner. The principal 
hotels charge from Is, 6d. to 35. for breakfast, 2s, to 45. for plain 
dinners, and I5. 6dL for tea. Smaller and more out-of-the-way 
inns charge 30 per cent, less, and often make' the tourist quite as 
comfortable. Guides are about 55. per day ; and the same charge 
is made for the ascent of any one of the highest mountains. Ponies, 
from 55. to 75. 6d, for a single ascent. Cars, I5. per mile ; two 
horses, I5. 6d, Distances are apt to be overestimated and charged 
accordingly. Rail and coach fares are pretty moderate generally. 
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Name. 
Moel Fammau 
Y Foel Fenlli 
Moel Arthur 
Pen y Cloddiau 
Moel Hiraddug 
Halkin Mountain 
Hope Mountain 
Cefii yr Ogof 
Moelfre Uchaf 
Moelfre Isaf . . 
MoelFodia .. 
Moel Saesiog 
Mynydd Llanelian 



Where Situated. 


Height. 


Clwydian Range 


1823 


>» 


1677 




1443 


Flin&hire 


993 


)» 


1080 


Denbighshire 


666 . 


n 


1300 


99 


about 1000 


19 


1280 


i> 


1533 


»» 


1092 



S. E. 
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LIST OF MOUNTAINS. 



Name. 
Moel Gyfeilwg •• 
Mwdwl£ithin .. .. 
Mynydd Unben .. 
Cronedd Bran 
Great Qrme's Head 
Conway Mountain 
Penmaen Bach .. 
Penmaen Mawr .. 

TalyFan 

Foel Lwyd ,♦ 

YFoelDduarth .. .. 
YFoelOanol .. .. 

TrOrsedd 

YDrosgl 

Dnun 

Pen y Gader 

Pen y Gae^ 

YKoelFras 

Yr Arryg 

Cefn yr Arryg .. ,. 

YFoelLlus 

Craig y Fedwen .. 

Craig Lwyd 

MaesyGaer 
Moel Wnion 

Cras 

FfriddDhu 

Gym 

MoelFaban .. .. 

YDrosgl 

Bera Mawr 

Bera Bach 

Clogwyn Eira 

MoelEilio 

Camedd Llewelyn 
Camedd Dafydd .. 

YrElen 

Braich Ddu 

Pen Helyg 

Pen Llithrig y Wrach 
Creigiau Gleision . . 
Moel Siabod 
Cefh y Capel 
GalltyrOgo .. .. 
YGlyderFawr .. 
YGlyderFach .. .. 
YTryfan 



Where Rftnated. 


HxAf^t, 


Denbighshire 


1118 


9i 


1272 


ff 


1179 


)t 


1697 


Carnarvonshire 


about 730 


jf 


about 800 


n 


about 790 


n 


1553 


n 


2000 


M 


about 1900 


J9 


about 1400 


n 


about 1720 


yt 


about 1750 


f» 


about 2400 


n 


2527 


n 


about 2300 


» 


3091 


»» 


about 3000 


n 


about 3150 


»> 


1181 


»> 


— 


n 


— 


n 


about 730 


)) 


1905 


ft 


about 1400 


n 


about 1200 


» 


1777 


if 


— 


» 


2478 


n 




It 


— 


?f 


about 2000 


9) 


about 1300 


>| 


3482 


if 


3430 


yf 


about 3300 


ff 


about 3300 


ff 


about 2900 


n 


2623 


n 


— 


ff 


2865 


19 


about 3000 


if 


about 2400 


w 


3275 


»9 


— 


>» 


about 3000 
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ux 



Kame. 
yGarn .. .. 
TFoelGoch 
Moel Perfedd 
Carnedd y Filiast 
Bronllwyd .. 
ElidyrFawr 
ElidyrFach.. 
Mynydd Llwydiarth 
Bodafon Mountain 
Bwrdd Arthur .. 
Parys Mountain . . 
Holyhead Mountain 
MoelEilio .. .. 
MoelGoch .. 
Moel 7 Cynghorion 
Clogwyn Ddu'r Arddu 
Uediog 
Derlwyn 

Snowdon (Y Wyddfa) 
CribyDdysgyl .. 
CribGoch .. .. 
Lliwedd 
Tr Aran 
Mynydd Mawr 
Mynydd Drws y Coed 
Trumy Ddysgyl.. 
Y GameddGoch .. 
liwyd Mawr 
YGymGoch 
YGymDdu 
Moel Penllechog .. 
Bwlch Mawr 
Yr Eifl (the Rivals) 
Cam Bodfean 
Cam Madryn 
Moel Hebog . . 
MoelDdu .. .. 
Craig y Llan 
Cynicht 
Moelwyn 

YrAlltFawr .. 
Moel Lledr . . 
Moel Meirch 
Cerrig Cochion . . 
Cribiau 

Yr Arddu . . . . 
Moel Farllwyd . . 



Where Sitnated. 
CamarTon9hire 



Height. 
3107 



n 
f> 

9* 

n 
>» 

»» 



Anglesey 



»» 
♦» 
I* 

n 



Carnarvonshire 



V 

n 

n 
>» 
»> 
j» 
» 

>» 

»» 
»i 
»» 
>» 
»» 
n 

V 

>t 
»> 
w 

» 
n 



3033 

about 576 

589 
about 560 

494 
about 750 
about 2300 

about 2000 



3570 



about 2850 
2293 



2315 
about 2300 



about 1700 

1887 
about 900 
about 900 

2578, 



about 2300 
2529 



Merionethshire 
Carnarvonshire about 2000 



99 



h 2 



•UST OF HOUKTAINS. 



Name. 
Moel Penamnen .. 
YFoelFras.. .. 
Moel Bywydd 
YRoWen .. .. 

Y Ro Lwyd . . 
Moel Pen y Bryn 
Ffridd Pen y Fedw 
YGamallt .. .. 
Manod Mawr 
Manod Bach 
Diphwys 

Craig Wion .. 

Y Gh'aig Ddrwg .. 
Rhinog Fawr 
Rhinog Fach 

Llethr 

Diphwys 
Llawlech 

Clogau 

Craig y Can 
Cefin Cfoch . . 
Craig y Ganllwyd 
Craig Aber Serw 
Cefn Cam . . 
Moel,Cynwch 
Moel Ofirwm 
Rhobell F^wr 
'RalltLlwyd .. 
Moel Llyfh Nant .. 
Arenig Fawr 
Arenig Fach 
Mynydd Nodol .. 
Camedd Filiast . . 
Cader Idris .. 
Cyfirwy 

Mynydd Moel .. . 
Tyrau Mawr 
6eu Graig . . 
Craig Cwm Llwyd 
Pengarn 
Pen y Grorlan 
Mynydd Pennant 
Mynydd Pencoed . . 
Tram Gelli .. .. 
YBriddellArw .. 
Moel y Geifr 
Mynydd Fron Felen 



Where Sitaated. 
CarnaryonRhire 


Height 
abont 1900 


»♦ 


— 


» 


— " 


■ »» 


— 


>♦ 


"— 


99 


1725 


Merionethshire 


— . 


)> 


2171 


n 


2051 


n 


— 


»» 


about 2400 


19 


about 2200 


19 


about 2450 


» 


2467 


»» 


— 


11 


2063 


** 


— 


♦» " 


— 


n 


^— 


i» 


— 


19 


— 




2409 


»» 


— 


91 


— 




2264 


91 
1> 


2197 


»> 


2929 


n " 


2835 


91 


— 


11 


— 


11 
11 


1507 


11 


1284 


91 


— 


11 


1713 


» 


2190 


»1 


— 


»♦ 


— 



LIST OF LAKES AND TARKS. 



XXI 



Name. 
Craig 7 Llam 
Mynydd Ceiswyn 
Pliniimmon .. 
Moel Benddn 
YGribbin .. 
Aran Mawddwy 
Aran Benllyn 
Moel Sych . . 
Cader Fronwen 
Cader Berwyn 
Moel Fema . . 
Moel Gamelin 
Moel Morfydd 
Cym y Brain 
Cefh y Fedw 
Craig Rhiwarth 
Bryn Mawr . . 
Yr Hen Gerrig 
Bi-eidden Hills 



Where SitnatWI. 
^ Merionethshire 


Height. 




»» 
Cardigan 

Merionethshire 


2469 






2970 




• »> 


2902 




Berwyn Range 


2718 
2573 




• »> 


abont 2770 




• f» 


2070 




Denbighshire 
• »» 


1897 
1804 




• »» 


1844 




>» 


1765 




Montgomeryshire 


— 






about 1300 


And many others. 





LIST OF LAKES AND TAfiNS. 



Name. 
Llyn Aled . . 
Llyn Alwen . . 
Llyn Llymbran . . 
Llyn yr Afon .. 

Llyn Dnljrn .. 
Melynllyn .. 
LlynEigian.. 
Ffynnon Caseg . . 
Ffynnon Llyfiaint 
Ffynnon Llugwy . . 
Llyn Cowlyd 
Llyn Crafnant 
Llyn Oeirionydd . . 
Llyn y Pare 
Llyn Pen Craig . . 
Llyn Bodgynwydd 



Where Situated. 
Denbighshire 

w 

>» 
Carnarvon- 
shire 

w 
» 

M 
»» 

»> 
>» 
W 
»> 
»> 



»» 



M 



Name. Where Situated. 

Llyn Goddion Dnoo Carnarvon- 
shire 
Llyn Bychan . ; „ 

LlynCoryn .. 
LlynElsi .. 
Llyn Conwy . . 
Llyn y Foel . . 
Llyniau Mymbyr 
Llyn Cwm Ffynnon 
Llyn Ogwen 
Llyn Idwal .. 
Llyn y Cwn . . 
Llyn Bochlwyd 
Llyn Cywion 
Ffynnon Lloer 
Marchlyn Mawr 
Marchlyn Bach 



Zni LIST OF LAKES AND TARNS. 




Name. Where Sttaated. 


Name. Where Situated. 


Llyn Padarn 


Camarron- 


Llyn yr Ardda .. Merioneth- 


. 


shire 




shire 


Llyn Peris .. 


»> 


Llyniaa Cerrig.y Mellt 


99 


Llyn Dwythwch .. 


»> 


Llyn y Manod 


99 


Llyn Ddu'r Arddu 


M 


Llyn Bywydd 


99 


Llyniau Cwm Glas 


n 


Llyn Dabach 


99 


Llyn Llydaw 


V 


Llyniaa y Gamallt 


99 


Glaslyn 


n 


Llyn Morwynion . . 


99 


Llyn Teyrn .. 


» 


Llyn y Dram 


99 


Llyniaa Duwannedd 


99 


Llyn y Biswail . . 


99 


Llyn Gwynant .. 


99 


Llyn Dywarchen 


** 


Llyn y IXlinas 


>» 


Llyn'rOerfa 


99 


LlynEdno .. 


99 


Llyn y Graig Wen 


99 


Llyn Danogen 


99 


Llyn Rhy thlyn . . 


99 


Llyn Ffynnon y Gwas „ 


Llyn Conglog Mawr 


99 


Llyny Nadroedd.. 


99 


Llyn Conglog Bach 


99 


Llyn Glas .. 


99 


Llyn y Gam 


99 


Llyn Coch .. 


99 


Llyn Try weryn . . 


99 


LlynCwellyn 


99 


Llyn Gelli Gain . . 


99 


Llyn y Dy warchen 


99 


Llyn Tecwyn Uchaf 


9» 


LlynyGader 


99 


Llyn Tecwyn Isaf 


99 


Llyn y Ffynnonaw 


99 


Llyn Llenyrch .. 


99 


Llynian Nant y Lief 


99 


Llyn Caerwych . . 


99 


Llyniaa Cwm Silyn 


99 


Llyn Dywarchen . . 


99 


Llyn Cwm Dulyn 


99 


Llyn Eiddew Mawr 


99 


Llyn Cwm y Ffynnoi 


L 99 


Llyn Eiddew Bach 


99 


Llyn Tstrallyn .. 


99 


Llyn y Fedw 
Llyn Pryfed 


99 


Llyn Da 


99 


99 


Llyn Llwydiarth .. 


Anglesey 


Llyn Cwm Bychan 


99 


Llyn Bodgolched.. 


99 


Llyn y Morwynion 


99 


Llyn Coron .. 


99 


Golwlyn 


99 


LlynBodric. 


99 


Llyn Da .. 


99 


LlynFaelog.. 


99 


Llyn Howel . . 


99 


LlynTrefwIl 


99 


Llyn Perfeddaa . . 


99 


LlynTriflas.. .. 


99 


Llyn y Bi .. 


99 


Llyn Lly wean 


99 


LlynDalyn,. 


99 


Llyn Llygeiriaa .. 


99 


Llyn Bodlan 


99 


Llyn Felin Nant .. 


99 


Llyn Irddyn 


99 


Llyn Penryn Cerryg 




Llyn Cwm Mynach 


99 


Gwylanod 


99 


Llyn Cynwch 


99 


Llyn Llagi . . 


Merioneth- 


Llyn Arenig 


99 




shire 


Llyn Arekig Bach 


99 


Llyn yr Adar 


99 


Llyn Llesym 


99 


Llyn Coch .. 


99 


LlynCreini ,', 


99 


Llyn Conglog 


99 


Llyn Tegid (or Bala 


99 


Llyn Cwm Orthin 


»» 


Lake) 


99 


Llyn Trwstyllon ,. 


»» 


Creig Lyn Dyfi . . 


9» 





LIST OF LAKES AND TARNS. 


• • • 
XXIU 


Name. 


Where Situated. 1 Name. 


Where Situated. 


Lljn Trigraienyn . . Merioneth- 


lAjn Barfog .. Merioneth- 




shire 




shire 


LI jn Aran .. 


»» 


Llyn Llync Caws 


Denbighshire 


Llyn 7 Can . . 


» 


LlynGwyddior ., Montgomery- 


Llyn y Gader 


• »» 




shire 


Llyn Gafr .. 


• »» 


Llyn Mawr . . 


• »» 


Llyn Gweman . 


• ♦» 


LlynDu .. . 


• n 


Llyn Creigiau 


• n 


Llyn Tarw .. 


• »» 


Llyn Cyri . . 


»l 


Llyn Ebyr . . 


M 


Llyn Mwyngtd (o 


r 


Glaslyn .. . 


• f» 


Tal y Llyn) .. 


Llyn Bagerljrn . 


• i» 



And others. 



PRACTICAL GUIDE 

TO 

NOKTH WALES- 



OHESTEE SECTION, 



CHESTEB. 

C^ESTBB, an interesting old city, pleasantly situated on the east 
bank of the river Dee, is generally made the starting point for a 
tour in North Wales, although it is just oatside the boundary 
of the principality. The city walls, the Roman remains, the 
cathedral, churches, and castle, and the antique houses, are aU 
noteworthy ; but the chief attraction of the place, and which 
entitles it to rank as the most remarkable city in Great Britain, 
18 the peculiar construction of the buildings forming the four 
main streets, called the Bows, a relic of mediieyal times specifdly 
interesting to all strangers, and an enigma to the antiquary. 

Little is known of the history of Chester prior to the Norman 
conquest, but the numerous remains of alte^ the coins, baths, 
and stone columns, which have been found at various times, 
indicate that it was a most important place during the Boman 
occupation. Afterwards it was frequently visited by the Saxon 
kings. In 603 Ethelred, King of Northumbria, devastated the 
city, slew the King of Powis, and at the same time demolished 
the Christian monastery of Bangor Isycoed. Destroyed by the 
Danes in 894, it was rebuilt by Ethelred, Earl of Mercia ; and 
subsequently King Edgar resided here at the time he was rowed 
in triumph on the river Dee by six (according to some writers, 
seven or eight) tributary kings. 

William the Conqueror created his nephew, Hugh Lupus, 
Earl of Chester, and invested him with supreme authority over 
the city and cotmty, and over all the land that he could win 
from the Welsh. The Earl, and seven of his successors, exercised 
this petty sovereignty, held their own parliaments, and created 
barons; but on the death of the last Earl, in 1287, Henry III. 
united the earldom to his crown, and bestowed it on his eldest 
Bon, Edward, and it has since been conferred, along with the 
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title of Prince of Wales, on the eldest sons of the monarehs of 

Great Britain. Henry III. granted the city its first royal 

charter. Edward I., during his Welsh wars, frequently came 

to Chester. In 1309 Edward II. received here the submission 

of the Welsh. On the 19th August, 1399, Henry of Lancaster 

mustered his troops at Chester, marched thence to Flint, and 

returned the following day, bringing back Bichard U. a prisoner 

in his train. Henry VI. and Henry YII. also yisited the place, 

and the latter constituted the city a corporation and county of 

itself. Henry YHI. made it a parliamentary borough. In the 

sixteenth century the city often suffered from the plague ; and 

old writers tell us that the distemper raged with such violence 

that the place was almost deserted, and the streets overgrown 

with grass. During the civil wars of the seventeenth century 

Chester took the side of Charles I., and sustained a lengthened 

siege. On the 27th September, 1645, the king arrived with his 

guards, and on the same afternoon, from one of the towers of the 

walls, in company with the mayor, he witnessed his army, under 

the command of Sir Marmaduke Langdale, totally routed by 

th« parliamentary forces. Next day he departed by way of 

Hawarden for Denbighshire. The city held out until the 

8rd February, 1646, when the inhabitants were so grievously 

reduced by famine that they were obliged to surrender, on tiie 

condition that the garrison should march out with the honours 

of war, and that all the ammunition and stores in the castle 

should be delivered up, without injury, to the besieging army. 

The modern history of Chester is without anything deserving of 

special mention. 

Chester is a great railway centre, from which radiate lines in 
seven different directions, and through it pass the mails to 
Holyhead and Ireland. The ^ief hotels are, the Queen's, at 
the station, and the Grosvenbr, in the dty. There are also 
the Blossoms hotel, and many other comfortable houses. The 
population is 88,813. 

Leaving the railway station by the City Bead, the tourist will 
pass over the canal, and bend to the right up Foregate Street, or 
cross the latter, and make straight for the park. On entering 
the city at the East Gate, it will be advisable to ascend the 
steps, and have a walk round the city walls, which are perfect 
along the whole extent, enclosing a square, round which they 
form a pleasant promenade, nearly two miles in length. The East 
Gate, and all the other gates of the city, are comparatively 
modem arches, the ancient Gothic battlements having been 
entirely removed. Formerly the custody of the gates was 
confided to noble feimilies, and the privilege was much courted. 
" Thus the sergeantsbip of the East Gate has belonged since the 
time of Edward I. to the ancestors of the present Lord Crewe, of 
Crcwe ; the North Gate during that period has been in ohafge 
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6f the citizens ; the Water Gate was in custody of the Stanleys, 
Earls of Derby ; while the Bridge Gate belonged to the Earls of 
Shrewsbury, inheriting from their ancestors the Troatbeoks and 
Babys, sergeants thereof in the fourteenth century." 

Proceeding eastwards along the waJls, there is at once a fine 
▼iew of the cathedral, and then the traveller arrives at the 
Phoenix Tower, a mouldering turret, which is famed for being 
the spot where Charles I. stc^, and saw his army defeated on 
Bowton Moor, in September, 1645. Deep below, outside the 
walls, in the fosse, cut in the new red sandstone rock, is the 
Canal which leads from Chester to Nantwich and EUesmere ; 
and in the distance may be discerned tiiie height upon which 
stand the ruins of Beeston castle. Leaving an open green space, 
called the Dean's Field, on the left, the North Gate is crossed, 
dose by the Blue Coat school ; and a few yards farther, there is 
a curious watch-tower, called Morgan's Mount, having a lower 
chamber on the level of the walls, and an open platform above, 
accessible by a few steps. During the siege of Chester, a 
battery was planted on the top of this tower, and &om its com- 
manding position, surrounded by earthworks, successfully kept 
the besiegers at bay. From it may be observed the Diocesan 
Training College, situated to the east, some distance outside the 
city. A few yards farther is a singular building, generally 
denominated Pemberton's Parlour, the remnant of an ancient 
structure, once called Goblin's Tower, upon which is an in- 
scription stating that a portion of the city walls was repaired 
in Queen Anne's time. The Infirmary grounds are on the left, 
and presently the traveller passes over the railway, and reaches 
Bonewaldesthome's Tower, and the Water Tower, picturesque 
edifices, where there is a local and general museum, containing 
many curious relics of the Roman and mediaeval periods, found 
in or near Cheater. In ancient times, the tidal waters of the Dee 
are said to have flowed close to the city walls, and ships then 
came up to the Water Tower. 

Continning the walk southward, the railway is again crossed, 
the Infirmary and the City Gaol are on the left, and there is a 
view of Moel Fammau, and the Clwydian range of mountains. 
After going over the Water Gate, the Roodee or Boodeye is 
seen dose beneath the walls — a green expanse of seventy acres, 
upon which is the Bace-course, about a mile round, famous in 
the anuals of the turf as being the ground on which annually in 
the month of May the Chester Cup is run for. On the left the 
Militia Barracks and tne Nun's Jbi'ield occupy ground said to 
have been the sites of the Black Friars monastery and St. 
Mary's Nunnery, but no vestige remains of the ancient edifices. 
The Grosvenor Bridge, over the Dee, is here a fine object. It 
was erected in 1832, and opened by Her Majesty, then Princess 
Victoria. It is a noble stone structure of a single arch 200 feet 

B 2 
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Span. With the citizens, it has the reputation of being Ibe 
largest stone arch in the world. It was designed by a loeal 
architect, Mr. Thomas Hairison. After passing over the 
Grosvenor Boad, the castle is close by on the left^ and on the 
right is the river Dee, with the old Dee bridge, of seven arches, 
and the Dee Mills ; and across the water are the Cemetery, and 
a plot of land called Edgar's Field, which, according to 
tradition, is the site of a palace of that Saxon monarch. Id 
the field is a projecting rock, partially excavated, still bearing 
the name of Edgar's Gave. The Dee Mills were formerly 
possessed by noble families, and yielded a large revenue. ■ The 
Dee bridge was built in the reign of Edward I., previous to 
which there had been a wooden bridge, erected by the Mercian 
princess, Ethelfleda. When over the Bridge Gate, and at the 
top of what are called '* The Wishing Steps," there is a fine view 
of a stretch of the Dee, past the Iron Suspension Bridge, and 
across to Queen's Park. Jt was a popular belief that if anyone 
ran up to the head, down to the bottom, and up again to the top 
of these steps without taking breath, any wish formed would he 
certainly granted. The Bishop's Palace and St. John's church will 
engage the attention until New Gate or Pepper Gate is reached. 
There is a tradition that this gate was '* of old time closed up 
and shut, because a young man stole away a mayor of Chesters 
daughter through the same gate, as she was playing at ball with 
other maidens in the Pepper Street," which gave birth to the 
Chester proverb, ** When the daughter is stolen, shut the Pepper 
Gktte ;" another version of " When the steed is stolen, shut the 
stable door." A few yards farther, an old turret known as 
Thimbleby's Tower will be passed, and then, at East Gate, the 
circuit of the walls is completed. 

The BowSf which are unique in street architecture, and form, 
as we have said, the principal characteristic of Chester, next 
attract notice. They run on each side of the four main streets 
that lead from East Gate, North Gate, Water Gate (W.), and 
Bridge Gate (S.), and all meet at the point called High Cross. 
They are formed!, as it were, by the walls of the front room 
of the first floor of each house being taken down, so as to allow 
of a raised and covered footway, from one end of the street to the 
other, with the second storey above, and the ground floor below» 
a balustrade being on the side overlooking the road, and on the 
other side the shops. The origin of this mode of architecture 
has never been satisfactorily explained. Some maintain that it 
was for the safety of the inhabitants when the city was taken by 
an enemy ; others tliink it is a relic of Roman arrangements ; 
and again it is said to be a rude approximation to the mode of 
building in many towns of Northern Italy. Some of the Bows 
are fashionable resorts, and contain the best shops in the city« 
** This arrangement of the rows is very convenient for old ladies 
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of weak minds wbo quail at meeting cattle, and young ladies of 
extravagant ones, who dote on shopping, in spite of the weather: 
for it raises the first above suspicion even of danger, and 
shelters the second from being favoured with the visits of the 
douds, which cannot drop in upon them." 

Most of the houses are interesting old-fashioned buildings, 
with wood and plaster gables, and a few are ornamented with 
fantastic carving. Three good specimens of these antique 
buildings are met with in Water Gate, viz., God's Providence 
House, Bishop Lloyd's house, and the Stanley palace. The 
first house has the motto carved upon a beam, *^ God's Pro- 
vidence is mine inheritance, 1652 ; " alluding to the time when 
the plague devastated the city, the inhabitants of this house 
being idmost the only ones who escaped. A little lower down, 
on the same side of the street, is Bishop Lloyd's house, which 
is supposed to have been erected by that prelate, in the early 
part of the seventeenth century. Although the gable contains 
curious carving, it has been shorn of some of the grotesque 
figures which formerly existed in the panels. The Stanley 
Palace is near the bottom of the street. It was originally the 
city residence of the Stanleys of Alderley, a family of note in 
the county. It is an elaborately carved three-gabled house, 
erected in 1591. Nearly opposite Trinity Church, in the Water 
Gate, is the Yacht tavern, a picturesque building, and at the 
bottom of Bridge Street, the Edgar tavern and Shrewsbury 
mansion are also curious old houses ; the latter was the abode 
of the Talbot family, whenever they came to Chester to assert 
their ancient right of Sergeants of the Bridge Gate. 

Connected with some of the houses in the Bows there are fine 
old stone crypts, now used as store-rooms. There is one in 
Bridge Street, one in Water Gate, and one in East Gate. The 
stranger will have no difficulty in obtaining a sight of one or 
more. He ought also on no account to omit a visit to the 
Boman Bath and Hypocaust, at 117, Bridge Street, and to the 
massive columns, in sitUy in a yard close by, which are supposed 
to have been part of the Forum, and may be classed among 
the most remarkable Boman remains in England. Boman coins 
and altars have also been found in different parts of the city. 

The inn known as the King's Arms Kitchen, within the 
city, close to the East Gate, is deserving a visit. It was erected 
in 1861 on the site of a tavern dating back to the days of the 
first Charles, who is traditionally said to have established the 
mimic corporation still held in the house. The club annually 
elect their mayor and officers, and have a room specially set 
apart for their meetings, in which are state chairs for the 
offieers, and- on the walls are painted lists of the names and 
dates of those who have held the much-coveted dignities in 
former years. 
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Another interesting building connected with the old instita- 
tions of the city, is the Goldfflnith'B Hall or Assay Office, in 
Goss Street, Water Gate. Here is an establishment for assaying 
and stamping gold and silver plate, a prerogatiye which Chester 
is said to have enjoyed since the reign of Athelstan, grandson 
of King Alfred the Great. Annnidly there are assayed and 
stamped immense quantities of plate from Birmingham, Liver- 
pool, Coventry, ana even America, whose jewellers have a keen 
preference for the guarantee of the Chester Goldsmith's Hall. 

The Castle is situated on a slight eminence overlooking the 
river, but it retains little of the character of an ancient fortress, 
the whole of the edifice being modem, and of the Grecian type, 
except a square tower, called Julius Caesar's or Julius Agricola's 
Tower. Part of the building is now used as a military Damck 
and armoury, and the rest for the assize court and county 
goal. It is supposed to have been a Boman camp, and after- 
wards the site of a Norman castle. It was at different times the 
temporary prison of Richard II. ; Eleanor, Duchess of Glou- 
cester; and the Earl of Derby. In 1867 the Fenians made a 
foolish attempt to take the castle and secure the store of arms, 
but were fortunately frustrated. In the open space in front of 
the building, stands an equestrian statue in bronze, by Baron 
Maroobetti, of Field Marshal Viscount Combermere, G.C.B., 
who was bom in 1778 and died in 1865. 

The Cathedral, which was built in the reigns of Henry YL, 
Henry VU., and Henry YUI., is not a very imposing building, 
but many improvements were recently effected under the direc- 
tion of the late Sir Gilbert Scott. The style for the most part is 
Early English and Decorated. It is built of new red sandstone, 
and consists of nave, with side aisles, transepts, choir, Lady 
Chapel, and central tower; the S. transept being the parish 
church of St. Oswald, and almost equal in length to the nave» 
whereas the N. transept is remarkably short. In very early 
days, a monastery was erected here to St. Peter and St. Paul, 
which in the tenth century was called after St. Werburgh, by 
Ethelfleda, Countess of Mercia. Hugh Lupus changed the mon- 
astery into an abbey of Benedictine monks, in whose possession 
it remained until 1541, when the abbey of St. Werburgh 
became the cathedral church, — Chester being one of the six new 
sees that were formed by Henry YIIL Some remains of the 
abbey buildings are standing : the principal are the Abbey 
gate, now the chapter house; part of the cloisters, once the 
&yourite place of sepulture of abbots and earls ; and the Befeo- 
tory, late the grammar school. The Abbey Square contains a 
number of houses, including the Deanery and the King's School, 
where formerly stood the Bishop's Palace. At the W. entrance 
of the cathedral is a large window of delicate tracery, filled with 
stained glass. The nave contains numerous monuments, one of 
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which is to the memory of Captain John Moore Kapier, with an 
epitaph hy his uncle, Sir Charles Napier. In the N. transept 
are some tombs, and a curious piece of tapestry copied horn 
one of BaphaePs masterpieces, representing ^* Elymas the 
Sorcerer struck hlind hefore Sergius Paulas/* This is stated 
to have heen brought over from a nunnery in France, and, 
until the recent alterations, occupied the place of the reredos 
at the back of the high altar. The S. transept contains a few 
monuments, and is known as the parish church of St. Oswald, 
having been appropriated to that purpose by Hugh Lupus in 
1093. The monks at one time persuaded the parishioners to 
remove to a neighbouring building, called St. Nicholas* Chapel, 
but they soon afterwards became dissatisfied, and it was agreed 
that they should return to the old church. On passing under 
the screen into the choir of the cathedral, the stranger will 
admire the noble proportions of the latter, and the taste and 
elegance which evenrwhere pervade it. On either side are 
twenty-four stalls of old oak, crowned with canopies of rich 
tracery ; and every one of the seats bears some separate device. 
The Bishop's throne, now of oak, was formerly composed in 
great part of the pedestal on which rested, in Bomish days, 
the sacred relics of St. Werburgh, relics which are said to 
have been the medium of great and astonishing miracles. The 
images surrounding the throne were supposed to be those of 
Mercian saints and kings, to which royal line St. Werburgh 
belonged. In the S. aisle of the choir is an altar-tomb, which 
tradition ascribes as erected to Henry YI., Emperor of 
Germany, who is said to have escaped from his troubles, and 
resided in Godstall Lane in Chester, where he died, and was 
buried in the abbey; others write that Henry died and was 
buried in his own country, and that this is the tomb of one of 
the later abbots. At the E. end of the choir is the Lady 
Chapel, which formerly contained the shrine of St. Werburgh. 
It has been beautifully restored in pure Early English, and 
contains richly stained windows. Here was held the Consistory 
Court which condemned George Marsh to be burnt at the stake 
in the reign of Queen Mary. The Chapter House, containing 
the library, is a beautiful edifice, with fine pillars and windows, 
and archeid stone roof. It was erected in the reign of Bandle, 
Earl of Chester, whose first care after its completion was to 
remove to it the body of his uncle, the great Hugh Lupus, 
from the churchyard of the abbey. Here his suppos^ remains 
were discovered by some workmen in 1724. 

Very few of the churches in Chester contain much of interest 
In Trinity church, Water Gate, are the graves of Parnell, the 
poet (who died in 1718), and Matthew Henry, the commentator 
and eminent Nonconformist, who preached for many years in a 
ehapel in Trinity Street, close by, and died in 1714. There 
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is also a defaced efAgj of a mail-clad knight, Sir John Whit- 
more, who died in 1374. In St Bridget's churchyard, not far 
from the castle, stands a granite obelisk, with medallion 
portrait, to the memory of Matthew Henry. In St. Mary's 
church, behind Uie castle, are some curious monuments which 
deserve inspection. Que is to the family of Bandal Holmes, 
celebrated local antiquaries. 

St. John's church, near the New Gtaie, outside the city walls, 
is an interesting edifice, which is supposed to date back to 
the seventh century, " when the Saxon king, Ethelred, was 
admoni^ed to erect a church on the spot where he should find 
a white hind," and having engaged with his uobles in the chase, 
came upon a white hind at this very place. The story is 
represented in the painting upon the ^.E. respond of the nave 
arcade. It was formerly collegiate, and a cruciform church 
of great magnificence, consisting of nave, transepts, choir, side 
aisles, and central tower, which, however, fell in 1574, and 
carried with it the choir, the present chancel occupying the 
space under the old tower and E. end of the nave. Outside 
the church are the picturesque ruins of the original chancel, the 
exquisite Norman arches of which attest its former beauty. 
The entrance to the present edifice, on the N. side, is through a 
splendid pointed doorway, close to which, but detached m>m 
the remainder of the church, rises the belfrv, a square tower of 
new red sandstone, 150 feet in height. In the church are a few 
incised slabs, and a recumbent effigy of an ecclesiastic. The S. 
choir aisle forms a mortuary chapel, belonging to the Warburton 
family. About the year 1067, Peter, Bishop of Lichfield, removed 
his episcopal seat from that place to Chester, making use of 
the church of St. John for his cathedral. His diocese at that 
time included Lichfield, Chester, and Coventry. This transla- 
tion was, however, of short duration, for his successor established 
himself in the former diocese, and Chester weus without a bishop 
till aftier the suppression of monasteries. In 1547 the last Dean 
of St. John's surrendered his college to the Crown, and the 
endowments passed away from the church. A tradition relates 
that King Harold, wounded but not killed at the battle of 
Hastings, retired to Chester after the conflict, and dwelt in a 
small cell in the S. wall of this churchyard. An ancient oak 
coffin built in the walls of the ruins of the church, with the 
inscription upon it, ^ Dust to dust," will attract the attention of 
the stranger, and no doubt it will have connected with it some 
curious history. An arch which stands close to the church, 
originally formed part of the nunnery of St. Mary, near the 
castle, and was placed in its present position on the destruction 
of the former e^itablishment. The Priory House, near the 
church, was for some time the residence of De Quincey, the 
well-known author of * Confessions of an Opium J^ter,' and a 
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relatiye of his, bearing the same name» lies buried under a flat 
atone, near the priory gate. 

Leaving St. John's church, the stranger can at once enter the 
Grosyenor park, which contains twenty acres of land. This 
park was beautifully laid out, and presented to the city in 1867, 
by the late Marquis of Westminster, a statue of whom, by 
Thomycroft, stands in the centre of the grounds. It is said to 
be the largest marble statue eyer erected in Great Britain, 
and measures 12 feet in height. In the park are two wells, one 
called BUly Hobby's Well ; the other, Jacob's Well, has oyer 
it engraved the warning of Christ to the woman of Samaria — 

*^ Whoso drinketh of this water shall thirst again." 

Those who make a lengthened stay in Chester will find the 
following places deserving of notice : — 

The Town Hall, New Market, Post Office, Shot Tower and 
Lead Works, and Drill Shed ; St. Olave's Church, now con- 
verted into the Parochial Sunday School; the house wherein 
Charles I. was entertained in 1634 by the Mayor, Sir Francis 
Gamull; and the Quakers' Meeting House, where William 
Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania, often preached, once haying 
among his audience King James IL 

Eaton Hall. 

Eaton Hall, the residence of the Duke of Westminster, is 
situated 3§m. from Chester. The large Gothic building, which 
was erected in the early part of the century, on the site of an 
older structure, being considered defective in taste, has been 
pulled down, and there now stands, almost complete, an elegant 
" domestic Gothic " mansion, decorated in the highest style of 
art. Tourists have free access to the park, but they are not 
generally allowed to enter the hall. They may arrive from 
Chester either by boat, up the sylvan Dee, or by a walk or 
drive of S^m. through the park, which, after crossing the river 
at Grosvenor Bridge, is entered, ^m. from Chester, at the Gros- 
venor gateway, a handsome building, copied from St. Augustine's 
gateway at (Wterbury. The park contains 860 acres, and is 
entered by no fewer than six lodges. It is comparatively flat, 
and though well wooded, there are not many aged trees. Here 
and there are prospects across a large extent of country to ^e 
Clwydian range of hills, and to Beeston castle. 

The Grosvenor &mily can trace back in direct male line to 
the Norman conquest, when Robert le Gros-Yeneur (or, the 
chief huntsman), grand nephew of Hugh Lupus, first Norman 
Earl of Chester, came over in the train of the Conqueror. 
Gilbert le Gros-Yeneur, a Bed-Cross knight, fought with much 
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diBtlnoti<m, under Bichard I., in the Gieat Gnuade ; another, 
Bobert, covered himaelf with honour at the battle of Gressy, and 
his grandson was defendant in the famons ** Scrope and Groe- 
▼enor suit," concerning the ancient arms of those two great 
families. Sir Richiurd Grosvenor and his son Boger took an 
active part in the cause of Charles I. The Eaton estate passed 
to the Grosvenors in the fifteenth century, by the marriage of 
Balph le Grosvenor with Joan, daughter of John de Eaton, 
previously to which, for two centuries, the family had been 
settled at Hulme, near Northwich. The Marquis of West- 
minster was created a duke in February, 1874. 

Hawarden Castle. 

Hawarden castle (pronounced Harden), situated 6m. W. of 
Chester, the residence of Mr. Gladstone, is well worthy of a visit, 
there being picturesque ruins of an ancient stronghold, an 
elegant modem castellated mansion, and a park containing 
many acres of undulating hill and dale. 

It may be reached in three ways: by taking the train to 
Queen's Ferry, the first station on the Chester and Holyhead 
railway, and walking thence for l^m. past collieries and brick- 
works, up to Hawarden village ; by a pleasant stroll along the 
north bank of the river Dee for 6m. to Queen's Ferry, and then 
by the road from the railway station ; or, by driving direct from 
Chester. The village of Hawarden is a dean, rustic place, con- 
sisting of one street, a comfortable inn, the Glynne Arms, and 
a church, pleasantly situated on ground oonmianding an exten- 
sive prospect across the estuair of the Dee. On the S. side of 
the village is the boundary wall of Hawarden park, the large 
turreted gateway being exactly opposite the inn. The churdi 
is a solid, unassuming building, with low square tower in the 
oentre. The interior is neat, with a few tablets on the walls, 
and in the S.E. angle is a recumbent statue of the late Sir 
Stephen Glynne. Close to the church is the rectory. 

Visitors have free access to the park, but to inspect the ruins 
of the ancient castle a ticket must be obtained, which is supplied 
gratis at the Glynne Arms. Hours may be spent in the park in 
wandering across the dells and hills, but most persons will be 
satisfied with a visit to the ancient keep, and a sight of the 
modem mansion. The latter is an elegant stone building, mas- 
sive and turreted. The ivy-clad ruins and trees adjoining 
impart a romantic charm, whilst the undulating wooded, park 
gives to the place the character of one of the old baronial resi- 
dences of England — a fit retreat for the statesman and accom- 
plished student during his hours of learned leisure. The ruins 
of the old castle stand picturesquely on a high mound, 200 or 
300 yards W. of the mansion, surrounded by trees. The round. 
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roofless keep presents a fine appearance, and is sormonnted 
by a flagstaff. The stranger may ascend the steps, yisit the 
little chapel, and walk round the massive walls. From the sum- 
mit is an extensive prospect, in one direction across the park 
to the Welsh hills, and in the other oyer the village and 
church to the vale of the Dee, and the towers and cathedral of 
Chester. 

The castle is supposed to occupy the site of an ancient 
British and Saxon fortress, and to have been built soon after 
the Norman conquest. Tt was bestowed on a son of one of the 
adventurers who came with the Conqueror, and it subsequently 
reverted to the Crown. In 1281 it was taken by the Welsh, 
under the command of Dafydd, brother of Prince Llewelyn, 
who made prisoner the Justiciary of Chester, Roger de Clifford, 
and put the remainder of the garrison to the sword. In 1443, 
Henry YI. conferred the castle upon Sir Thomas Stanley, 
whose descendants retained possession until a.d. 1651, when 
James, Earl of Derby, being captured at the battle of Wor- 
cester and afterwards beheaded, his estates were sequestrated. 
During the civil wars in the reign of Charles I., the castle 
was seized by the parliamentary forces, but it was retaken in 
1643 by a detachment despatched from Ireland by the Duke of 
Ormond. The Royalists seem to have been in possession of the 
fortress subsequent to the surrender of Chester in 1646, for on 
the 17th March of that year it was surrendered to Major- 
General Mytton, after sustaining a siege of four weeks. In 
December following, parliament ordered it to be dismantled. 
It was purchased from the parliamentary commissionerB by 
Sergeant Glynne, who was a favourite with Cromwell and 
appointed by him Lord Chief Justice, and afterwards, on the 
Restoration, was knighted by Charles II. Having since belonged 
to the Glynne family, it descended, on the demise of the late 
Sir Stephen R. Glynne, to his nephew, Mr. Gladstone, M.F., 
eldest son of the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P., the wife of 
the latter being Sir Stephen's eldest sister. 

The parish of Hawarden contains 12,000 or 13,000 acres of 
land, including about 4000 acres in the township of Seeland, 
which were recovered from the sea by the River Dee Company 
under an act of Parliament passed in 1732. The rectory is in 
the gift of the lord of the manor. The gross value averages 
from 28002. to 29002. per annum. Formerly the rector had a 
peculiar exempt jurisdiction; he granted licences, registered 
and proved wills, had his court and proctors, and performed 
all acts of a suffragan, except ordination and confirmation. He 
still grants marriage licences, but the other privileges have 
ceased. Alderman Boydell, once Lord Mayor of London, a dis- 
tinguished patron of the fine arts, was a native of Hawarden ; 
and Lady Hamilton, whose history is so closely associated with 
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that of Lord Nelson, was bom in this parish, of poor but indus- 
trious parents. Hawarden gives the title of Viscount to the 
family of Maude. 

Ewloe Castle. 

l^m. W. of Hawarden, on the road to Flint, are the ruins of 
Ewloe castle, on the right, a field distant from the road. 
These ivy-clad ruins are not very extensive, only part of the 
keep, patciies of thick walls, and the moat remaining; but 
the spot is well worth a visit, the site being very romantic, on 
the banks of a prettily wooded ravine. 

Beeston Castle. 

Tourists who have half a day to spare when at Chester, would 
do well, if the weather be favourable, to pay a visit to Beeston 
castle, which stands proudly on an isolated hill of sandstone, 
about 9m. S.E. of Chester, close to Beeston station, on the Chester 
and Crewe railway, and some distance out of the principality of 
Wales. The ruins are exceedingly picturesque, and command a 
magnificent view of a wide extent of level country away past 
the towers of Chester and Eaton Hall, to the estuaries of the 
Dee and Mersey, and to Moel Fainmau and the Clwydian range 
of mountains. Persons may also reach the place from Chester 
by walking for 9m. along the banks of the canal, or by diiving 
for 12m. on the road leading through Tarporley. There is a 
comfortable hotel close to Beeston station, called Beeston Castle 
hotel. On the " Bunbury Wakes," towards the end of June, 
the Odd Fellows hold a fete on the castle grounds, when 
thousands of people arrive by special trains, and few places 
could be found more suitable for a day's recreation. Through 
the kindness of Lord ToUemache the castle is open to visitors 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. 

At the foot of the hill are some remarkable caverns in the 
sandstone, and close by the entrance gate of the grounds is a 
small plot of land appropriated to a few kangaroos. 

Less than a mile from the ruins of Beeston castle, is Peck- 
foi*ton, a noble castellated mansion, erected in 1850, on high 
ground in the midst of a dense wood. It is the residence of 
Lord Tollemacbe, and contains fine pictures by Sir Joshua 
Keynolds, Gainsborough, &c. Visitors may spend some pleasant 
hours in the grounds, having first obtained permission at the 
entrance lodge. 

Bunbury church is worth a visit. It contains monuments of 
Sir Hugh Calveley, and Sir Hugh Beeston, a hero of the 
Spanish Armada ; also the chapel of Sir Balph Egerton, 
Standardbearer to Henry VIU. 
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A Sail up the Biver Bee. 

The Dee is the largest and most important river in North 
Wales. Its chief sources are between Bala and DolgeUej, 
amongst the Aran and Aremig mountain ranges. After leaving 
Bala lake it is joined by the Tryweryn, and then flows 
through the vale of Edeimion to Gorwen, whence, on receiving 
the Alwen stream, it winds through the beautiful districts of 
Olyndyfrdwy and Llangollen. On skirting Wynnstay park, 
and being joined by another affluent, the Oeiriog, it pursues a 
serpentine course through a level country by Overton, Bangor 
Isycoed, Holt, and Famdon. Being still further augmented by 
the AJyn, it passes Eaton hall and Chester, and then becomes 
tidal and navigable for small vessels, gradually expanding to a 
broad estuary as it enters the sea. This river is &mous for the 
quantity and the excellence of its salmon. 

Some derive the name Dee from Ddu, black, and others from 
Duw, God. The Romans denominated the river Deva, and the 
Welsh caU it Dyfrdwy, the latter name stiU being retained on 
the maps for one of the chief sources before entering Bala lake. 
In ancient times the river appears to have been regarded 
with veneration, and many of our poets speak of it as the 
^ sacred Dee." Spenser introduces it among the rivers attendant 
on the marriage of the Thames and the Medway : — 

** And following Dee, which Britons long ygone 
Did call Divine, that doth by Chester tend." 

Drayton speaks of the ** Dee's holiness," and in Milton's 
* Lycidas ' there is the following line ; — 

*' Nor yet where Deva spreads her wizard stream." 

The favourite source of recreation at Chester is boating on 
the Dee, and strangers ought to have a row up the river for 
6m. to the hamlet of Eccleston, and to where an iron brids^e 
spans the stream, over which a private road runs from Eaton 
park to the village of Aldford. The journey is very pleasant, 
the water winding round meadows and beneath wooded banks, 
with views here and there of the city of Chester, Eaton hall, 
and the distant hills. The river is remarkable for its circuitous 
route* and in one place, 5m. above Chester, is specially denomi- 
nated the " Crooked Dee." Parties may row up the river above 
the iron bridge for 8m. to the villages of Famdon and Holt, 
but though an agreeable sail, the country travelled over is not 
remarkably beautiful. 

Bowing boats, canoes, yachts, and gondolas are to be hired at 
Chester. A regatta is held the first week in July. 
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On leaving Chester, gentlemen's seats are seen, with gardens 
descending in terraces to the brink of the river ; then the 
stream miS:es a half circle, and allows of views of the towers of 
the cathedral and churches, l^m. up the stream are the White 
and Red Houses, two hotels much frequented by visitors. After 
winding through a charmingly secluded spot beneath wooded 
banks, the pretty village of Ecoleston is reached, 5^m. from 
Chester. Here is a ferry. There is no public-house. In the 
church are buried many members of the Groevenor family. 

Eaton park now commences, and also *^The Crooked Dee," 
and after passing the stables and gas-house, with glimpses of 
Eaton hall, the iron bridge is reached, }m. from the hall, 
a favourite landing place for picnic parties, a plot of ground in 
the park on the river's bank being appropriated to the recrea- 
tion of visitors. The village of Aldford is Im. distant The 
next places of refreshment up the river are Holt and Famdon. 
Holt oridge, a very old and curious structure of eight arches, 
was erected in the year 1345. It joins the two villages; 
Famdon being in Cheshire, on the E. side, and Holt in 
Denbighshire, on the W. side of the river. In Famdon church 
is a recumbent statue of a mail-clad warrior. 

Holt, though now an inconsiderable place, was once a market 
town of some importance, and is still governed by a mayor and 
two bailiffs, according to a charter dated 1410. Close by the 
river very slight traces are still existing of the ancient castle, 
which is said to have been a strong fortress. Holt is 5m. from 
Wrexham by road. 

Boats may be hired at Famdon for a row up the river to 
Bangor Isycoed, a distance of about 15m., but the voyage, though 
occasionally undertaken, is very arduous, the water sometimes 
flowing with great force and speed, especially over shallow 
places, and the scenery is tame, the sides being smooth, verdant 
meadows, just high enough to hide the prospect from the water. 
The stream is very winding in its course, or the distance would 
be much shorter. The coracle is the boat generally used by 
the fishermen on this part of the Dee. It will recall to the 
stranger the description of the wicker boats of the ancient 
Britons, and perhaps in no respect differs from them except that 
instead of being covered with skins of animals, tarred calico is 
now used. It is light, easily carried over the shoulder, and is 
of an oval shape, about 8 feet broad by 4 feet long. 

Bangor Isycoed (i. e. Bangor under the Wood) was so named 
to distinguish it from Bangor near the Menai Strait, in Carnar- 
vonshire. It is famed in history for being the site of one of the 
earliest and largest monasteries in Great Britain. Ethelred, 
King of Northumbria, is said to have demolished the building 
in the year 603, and for ages afterwards, the rubbish remained 
strewn about, but now no vestige is to be seen. 
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The village is pleasantly situated on the S. bank of the riredr 
Dee, 5m. from Wrexham. It contains a comfortable inn, the 
Boyal Oak. The bridge consists of five arches, and is an 
elegant structure of considerable antiquity. The church has 
now a modem appearance, having recently been rebuilt. It 
contains some good stsdned-glass windows, an old font, and an 
antique painting of an abbot. Close by the church, on the 
bank of the river, may be traced part of a wall which may havt* 
been connected with the monastery, or with a Boman camp that 
is supposed to have existed here. 

Overton, 3m. from Bangor Isycoed, and 6m. from Wrexham, 
is situated amidst beautiful scenery, on a bank overlooking the 
Dee, and a wide extent of the wooded vale, with the Welsh hills 
beyond. It is chiefly distinguished for the antiquity and large 
size of the yew trees in its churchyard, which were enumerated 
among the seven wonders of Wales. There are now twenty-* 
one of these trees, and they entirely encircle the church. The 
edifice, which is ancient, has been restored, and contains some 
good coloured windows. A castle, no remains of which exist, 
once stood in a field, called Oastlefield, fronting the Dee. 

Erbistock church and village are l^m. farSier up the river, 
picturesquely situated amidst woods on the N. bank. They 
may be reached from Overton by crossing the bridge on the 
Wrexham road and walking on the N. side of the stream, or by 
a path through the fields on the S. bank, and then across by a 
ferry-boat The distance horn Erbistock to Buabon is Sim., 
passing Wynnstay park. 

Wrezham. 

Wrexham, a market-town with a population of 12,000, 
situated 12m. from Chester, on the Great Western railway, is 
visited by tourists almost solely on account of its church, the 
steeple of which in former times was ranked among the so- 
called ** Seven wonders of Wales." The other sAx wonders were 
Snowdon, Overton churchyard, Qresford bells, St. Wini&ed'a 
well, Plstyll Bhaiadr, and Llangollen bridge. 

The church was erected about 14:72 on the site of an older 
building destroyed by fire in 1457, and the steeple was not 
complete till 1506. The edifice consists of a chancel, nave, two 
aisles, and the tower. One writer says: **It may vie with 
many cathedrals, and exhibits a specimen of design, proportion, 
and moderated decoration, perhaps not surpassed, if equalled, 
by any edifice built in the time of Henry Yll." The tower is 
185 feet high, of quadrangular shape, and surmounted by four 
lantern turrete, 24 feet in height. It is variously embellished, 
especially with statues of thirty saints, placed in niches of the 
buttresses, amongst which is that of St. Giles, to whom the 
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ohnrob is dedicated, with the hind by his side, which, accord- 
ing to le^nd&ry story, miraculously sapported him in a 
desert dunng a grievous famine. In the church are several 
objects deserving of notice : there is an oak ceiling, and a brass 
eagle lectern, which have been much admired. A picture, 
which banes against the wall at the W. end of the nave, pour- 
trays David playing on the harp to drive the evil spirit out of 
Saul. An ancient statue in the porch of the church was found 
amongst rubbish in the graveyard. It is the figure of a knight 
in complete armour. Upon an altar-shaped monument in the 
chancel lies a full-robed figure representing Hugh Bellot, who 
was Bishop of Bangor and afterwards of Chester, and died at 
Plas Power (then known by the name of Bersham Hall), near 
Wrexham, in 1596. He was a great linguist, and in conjunction 
with other scholars, bore a distinguished part in translating the 
Old and New Testaments into English. The two monuments of 
the Myddelton family are by Boubiliao. One is a medallion 
exhibiting two profile likenesses in strong relievo, of the 
Bev. Thomas Myddelton, and Arabella Hacker, his wife. The 
other is to the memory of Miss Mary Myddelton, who died in 
1747, aged 59, the daughter of Sir Bichard Myddelton, of Chirk 
castle. She is represented as rising from the tomb in the 
fulness of youth and beauty. " This effigy is exquisitely fine, 
and may justly be ranked with the artist's statue of Eloquence 
to ^ohn, Duke of Argyll, in Westminster Abbey ; his Handel, 
formerly in Yauzhall Gardens; and George I., in the Senate 
House at Cambridge." 

The bells of the church are said to form one of the most 
melodious peals in the principality. In the old Yicarage 
House, Heber composed the famous missionary hymn — 

<< From Greenland's icy mountains." 

Acton Hall, which occupies the site of the house in which the 
infamous Judge Je£freys was bom, is Im. from Wrexham, on 
the road to Chester, in an extensive and beautifully wooded park. 
It is the seat of Sir Bobert Cunliffe, Bart 

Brymbo Hall, 3m. N.W. of Wrexham, was buUt from 
designs by Inigo Jones. 

Erddig Hall, for many years occupied by Philip Yorke, 
author of the * History of the Five Boyal Tribes of Wales,' is 
situated Im. S. of Wrexham. In a room in the house the 
heraldic bearings of the tribes are painted upon the walls and 
ceiling. The situation of this mansion is enchanting, and the 
wood is described as worthy the loves of Laura and Petrarch. 
The park is always open to the public, there being a free right 
of roa^ through it. 

Bersham village, Cefn park, and the Wilderness wood, in 



GAEBGWBLE CASTLE. 17 



the neighbourhood of Wrexham, are also pleasant places for 
a ramble. 

Ghresford. 

Gresford, 3m. N. of Wrexham, on the Great Western railway, 
is situated in an attractive vale through which flows the river 
Alyn. The church, standing on the brow of an eminence, was 
bu&t at tbe same time as Wrexham church. It is less richly 
decorated than Wrexham, but the upper part of the steeple is 
ornamented with statues. The painted windows ana tbe 
ficulptured font are said to have come from Basingwerk abbey. 
Within the edifice are two ancient monuments, several mural 
tablets, and also a piece of sculpture by Westmacott in memory 
of John Parry, Esq., who died in 1794. The beautiful rood-screen 
is also worthy of notice. In the churchyard are some yew trees, 
one of which is 26 feet in circumference, and is believed to be of 
more than 1400 years' growth. The melodious bells of Gresfoid 
church, twehe in number, are ranked among the seven wonders 
of Wales. Eliot Warburton, author of ' The Crescent and the 
Cross,' formerly resided in this parish ; and Samuel Warren, late 
Becorder of Hull, and author of *Ten Thousand a Year,' 
' Diary of a Late Fbysician,' &c., was bom in 1807 at a farmhouse 
called ** The Backery," the residence for many years of his 
mother's family. ** It was at Gresford that Washington Irving 
met with * the Angler,' who figures in his delightful ' Sketch 
Book.' " There are pleasant walks near the village on the banks 
of the river Alyn, and in the Wilderness wood the water which 
permeates the slopes has the quality of petrifying the vegetable 
productions it flows over. On an elevated ridge near Gresford 
is a field called ** The Bofts," the site of a British or Boman 
camp. 

Caergn^rle Castle. 

Caergwrle castle is situated about midway between Mold 
and Wrexham, close to Bridge End station. The ruins are 
inconsiderable, being merelv a dilapidated tower, and some frag- 
ments of walls and a ditch, but they present a picturesque object, 
standing on the summit of an isolated hill. On the site there 
is suppled to have been a Boman camp, and in 1606 a Boman 
hypocaust, or bath, is said to have been found here. 

The tourist might spend a short time pleasantly here by 
ascending to the top of the neighbouring height, called Hope 
Mountain, where there are excellent prospects. On one hill 
are traces of a British or Boman camp, called Oaer Estyn, sur- 
rounded by a ditch and rampart In the church of Hope is a 
mural monument representing Sir John Trevorj who gained 

8. E. 
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distinction in the servioe of Queen Elizabeth, and his wife, in 
a kneeling posture. 

Two miles from the castle of Gaergwrle, on the Mold road, is 
Plas Teg, an old mansion said to have been built &om designs 
by Inigo Jones ; and about }m. from the castle, in the direction 
of Gjrmmau, is another old mansion called Bryii Tbrcyn, which 
is also said to have been built by Inigo Jones about a.d. 1610. 

Whilst in the neighbourhood of Caergwrle the tourist ought 
to visit Nant y Ffridd, & romantic and well-wooded dingle, 
deeply recessed between high limestone cliffs, and containing 
two or three pretty cascades formed by the Cegidog streamlet. 
A carriage can be taken to the small village of F&ith, at the 
mouth of the ravine, 3m. from Caer^rwrle, a point which is also 
often visited from Gresford and Wrexham, by alighting at 
Gefia y Bedd station. The tourist can walk up by the side of 
the stream, and on emerging from the head of the glen proceed 
in the direction of Llandegla, or Minera. 

Mold. 

Mold is a busy little town, situated in the heart of a coal and 
lead mining district. Population, 6000. The chief hotel, the 
Black Lion. Markets on Wednesday and Saturday. The assizes 
for Flintshire are held here. There is nothing of interest 
for the tourist except the church, and the small mount called 
the Bailey Hill. The church is a fine old building, with 
an elegant interior richly ornamented by a number of 
beautiful stained-glass windows. It consists of a nave, N. 
and S. aisles, chancel, and tower. On the walls are carved 
figures of animals, and the pillars dividing the nave from 
the aisles are light and elegaut, having between each an 
angel holding a heraldic or emblematic shield. The ceiling 
consists of carved wood. There are various marble and brass 
tablets, and a fine monumentcd statue to a Robert Davies, of 
Llanereh, who died in 1728; also a tombstone near the N. 
door, covering the grave of Bichard Wilson, the celebrated 
painter, who was the son of a Welsh clergyman, and died in 
1782. 

The Bailey Hill stands at the top of the town, close by the 
church. It is a small round hill used as a recreation ground 
for the townspeople, and upon it are a few trees, and a bowling 
green. It commands pleasant views across the country*to Moel 
Fammau. It is said to have been the site of an ancient fortress 
which was many times besieged and taken by storm, but not a 
vestige remains except slight traces of the moat. 

One mile out of Mold is a spot called Maes Gannon, or the 
Field of Germanus, said to be the scene of a battle fought in the 
year 420, when the Britons, under the banners of the Bishops 
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GermannB and Lnpns, defeated the Picts and Saxons. Preyions 
to the engagement, Germanus had instructed his soldiers to 
pronounce at his oommand the word Alleluia, and the shout so 
frightened the pagans that they fled, and were put to the rout 
wiSi great slaughter. Hence the victory has been called 
Victoria AUeluiatiea. A stone column was erected here in 1736 
to commemorate that remote event. 

l^m. S. of Mold .is a mansion, called Tower, an interesting 
fortified building, consisting of a square tower of three storeys, 
similar to what are termed peels on the confines of England and 
Scotland. 

riint. 

Though Flint is the county town, it is a small place of little 
interest. Population, 4005. It is situated on the Chester and 
Holyhead railway, 13m. from Chester, and contains large chemical 
works, and in the neighbourhood are collieries, lead mines, and 
paper mills. The ruins of the castle stand on a low freestone 
Tock on the shore of the estuary, and are not extensive or pictu- 
resque. The structure, however, is connected with some striking 
passages of history, and has beien immortalized by Shakspeare. 
Here the weak and deluded Edward II. received his unworthy 
favourite. Piers Gaveston, who had landed at Carnarvon from 
his banishment to Ireland. Hither was brought the unhappy 
King Bichard H., after he had been surprised and capturea 
near Penmaen Ehos, by the Earl of Northumberland. Upon 
that occasion, when the king had dined, the Duke of Lancaster 
(afteiwfurds Henry lY.) entered the castle, completely armed, 
his basenet excepted. An interview speedily took place — 

" Harry Bolingbroke, 
On both his knees, doth kiss King Richard's hand ;" 

but quickly the scene changed ; Lancaster threw off aU disguise, 
and Bichard found that he had sunk from a throne to the station 
of a wretched captive. He was conveyed hence '* on a little 
nagge, not worth forty francs," to Chester castle, and was 
afterwards conducted in procession through the streets of 
London. 

" . . . . men's eyes 
Did scowl on Richard ; no man cried, God save him ; 
No joyful tongue gave him his welcome home : 
But dost was thrown upon his sacred head ; 
Which with such gentle sorrow he shook off, — 
His face still combating with teai*s and smiles, 
The badges of his grief and patience, — 
That had not God, for some strong parpose, steel'd 
The heai*ts of men, they must perforce have melted. 
And barbarism itself have pitied him." 

2 
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In the civil wars of the seventeenth centnry, Flint castle was 
garrisoned for Charles I. by Sir Roger Mostyn, but in 1643 it 
was surrendered to the parliament forces, although not until 
after a loi)g and honourable resistance. Again it fell into the 
hands of tne Royalists, and, after receiving the garrison from 
Beeston castle, it was stonned by General Mytton. By order 
of the House of Commons it was dismantled in 1647, the ord» 
also applying to other strongholds that had been subdued in 
Wales. 

3m. from Flint is the village of Northop, which boasts a 
church with a handsome embattled tower, 98 feet high. In the 
building are three monumental effigies. 

Near Northop are Moel y Graer, a fortified Roman or British 
camp ; and Hamn castle, a castellated mansion belonging to the 
Duke of Westminster. The limestone hills in the neighbour- 
hood contain rich veins of lead ore, which have been ext^sively 
worked. 

The hills around Halkin and Northop, though low, are varied 
in form, and very pretty, with wooded vales and verdant slopes. 

Holywell. 

Holywell (Welsh, Trefynnon) is an ancient town, population 
5705, situated on the side of a limestone hill, one mile from 
the estuary of the Dee, near the Chester and Holyhead railway, 
and is 17m. distant &om Chester. Market day, Friday. The 
chief hotel, the King s Head. There are several large lead 
mines and lime quarries in the neighbourhood, but the chief 
attraction is St. Winifred's well, formerly considered one of the 
seven wonders of Wales. It is a most remarkable spring, the 
water rushing up in such force and in such vast quantities, that 
although but a mile from the sea, it instantly forms a small and 
rapid river, which works several mills and manufactories. The 
quantity of water that rises has been estimated at twenty tims 
per minute. In ancient times the well was held sacred, and 
the water was considered a panacea for almost every disease. 
Annually thousands, among whom were members of royal and 
noble families, made a pilgrimage to the place, and many Roman 
Catholics now come to bathe in the water, retaining implicit 
faith in the belief of their ancestors. 

The legend of the origin of the well is a singular one, and is 
generally ascribed to the monks of the neighbouring abbey of 
Basingwerk. St. Winifred, said to have lived in the early part 
of the seventh century, was a beautiful and devout virgin, the 
daughter of Theuith, a nobleman of these parts, and niece of 
St. Beuno. She made a vow of perpetual celibacy, and having 
obtained from her father leave to found a church, St. Beuno 
was so much gratified, that he took her under his guardianship 
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in order to assist her in her religions exercises. Garadoc, the 
80Q of King Alan, a neighbouring rnler, became her ardent 
admirer, and avowed his passion on a Sunday morning, when 
her parents were at church. She made an excuse to leave the 
room, and ran towards the church. The tradition says that he 
overtook her on the descent of the hill, and, enraged at his 
disappointment, drew his sword and struck off her head. He 
had scarcely dealt the blow when he was killed by lightning, 
and the earth opened and swallowed him. The head of the 
▼Irgin roUed down the hill to the altar, before which the con- 
gregation were kneeling, and resting there, a clear and copious 
fountain inmiediately gushed out. St. Beuno snatched up the 
head, and attaching it to the body, it was, to the surprise and 
admiration of all, reunited, the place of separation being only 
marked by a white line encircling the neck. The sides of the. 
well were henceforth covered vrith a sweet-scented moss, and 
the stones at the bottom became tinctured with her blood. 
Wini&ed survived her decapitation about fifteen years, and 
having, towards the latter end of that time, received the veil from 
St Elerius, at Gwytherin, in Denbight>hire, died abbess of that 
monastery. There her body rested nearly five hundred years, 
till the reign of Stephen, when a miracle having been wrought 
by her intercession on a monk at Shrewsbury, Sie abbot of the 
convent in that place determined on a translation of her re- 
mains to their monastery, which, after much difficulty and many 
pretended revelations, was effected about 1138. The well, sab- 
sequent to her death, was supposed to be endowed with mira- 
culous properties. It cured the maladies of all who plunged 
into its waters, and no animal whatever could be drowned in it. 
Crutches, chairs, and other offerings are still exhibited as evi- 
dence that astonishing cures have been performed. 

The well is covered by a small Gothic building, said to have 
been erected by Margaret, mother of Henry VII., but some 
suppose it is of an earlier date. Swimming baths, with dressing 
rooms, have recently been provided close to the well. 

BasingpKrerk Abbey. 

The ruins of Basingwerk abbey are neither extensive nor 
picturesque. They stand a few hundreds yards from the 
Holywell (or Greenfield) railway station, on the bank of the 
rivulet flowing from St. Winifred's well, and about ^m. from 
the sea-shore, with a prospect of the estuary of the Dee. Close 
by are collieries, lime works, and various manufactories. Along 
the £. side of the brook may be discerned slight traces of 
Watt's Dyke, which had its termination at the sea-ooast in the 
neighbourhood. 
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Kostyxi Sail. 

Mostyn Hall is situated in a thickly timbered park, clo6e to 
Mostyn station on the Chester and Holyhead railway. It is 
an interesting old house, built in the sixteenth century, during 
the reign of Henry YI. In the eztensiye repairs recently made 
the ancient style has been retained. It is the seat of Lord 
Mostyn, lineally descended from Tudor Trevor, Earl of Hereford 
before the Conquest. The family first settled here in the reign 
'of Richard IL, though they did not assume the name of Mostyn 
until the reign of Henry YIU. A window in the old part of 
the mansion, called the King's Window, is famed for having 
been the one through which Henry, Earl of Richmond, after- 
wards Henry VII., when on a visit here, made his escape from 
some troops of Ricliard II., who arrived just as the party was 
on the point of sitting down to dinner. Richard ap Howell, 
Lord of Mostyn, afterwards joined Henry, at Bosworth Field ; 
and on victory crowning the efforts of Richmond, he, in gratitude 
for his preservation at Mostyn, presented him with the sword 
and belt he wore on that memorable day. 

In the hall is a magnificent collection of rare old manu- 
scripts; also tapestry, pictures, family portraits, armour, and 
many other valuable articles. The manuscripts number neao-ly 
300, and are said to be the finest collection in Great Britain 
outside the British Museum. They comprise almost every sub- 
ject of manuscript lore' in English, Welsh, Latin, Italian, 
French, and other languages. The tapestry is of the date of 
1620, and represents the four seasons. Among the portraits are 
those of Charles I. and Henrietta Maria, by Vandyke, and one 
of Charles II. ; a portrait of a beautiful Duchess of Roxburghe, 
a relative of the Mostyns, and some full-length portraits of an- 
cestors of Lord Mostyn, including Sir Roger Mostyn, the first 
baronet. Among the curiosities is a clock which belonged to 
William III., that was constructed to go for twelve months on 
being woundup, and has been known to go for thirteen months ; 
also a roll of immense length, containing the pedigree of the 
Mostyn family down to the reign of Elizabeth ; a little silver 
harp, once an Eisteddfod prize, of Elizabethan date | the original 
commission granted by that queen for holding the Eisteddfod 
at Caerwys in 1568 ; a golden torque, foimd near Harlech ; and 
a silver candelabrum of the value of 1000 guineas, a testimonial 
of public respect presented to Lord Mostyn in 1843. 

Downing Hall, situated I m. 'from Mostyn station, and 3ni. 
from Holywell, is a fine mansion built in 1627, and having on 
the frontt he Welsh inscription, " Heb Dduw, heh ddim ; Duw a 
digon " — " Without God, without anything ; God and enough." 
Pennant, author of a < Tour in Wales ' and many other bwks. 
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was bom here in 1726 ; and the property is now in the posseu- 
Bion of Yisconnt Fielding, Earl of Denbigh, by marriage with 
Miss Pennant, a descendant of the antiquary. Here is a fine 
oolleotion, known as the Pennant collection of manuscripts, 
lxx)ks, and paintings, besides bronzes, celts, &c. The gardens 
are beautiful, and slope down to the sea. There is a Boman 
Catholic church at Pont Asa, between Downing and Holywell, 
erected at the expense of Viscountess Fielding ; and connected 
with it is a small conventual establishment. The church is 
highly decorated. On the Garreg hiU, S.W. of Downing, and 
neai Whitford, there is a building stated by some to have been 
a Boman Pharos^ erected as a lighthouse for the ancieut Deva 
or Dee. Others, however, say its style cannot be earlier than 
the sixteenth century. Still farther westward stands an ancient 
crois, called Maen Achwynfan, ''the stone of lamentation." 
From the hills in this neighbourhood there are some noble 
proepects, extending to Oarnedd Llewelyn and Moel Siabod, 
uresit and Little Orme's Head, the Isle of Man, and the coast of 
Ounberland. 

Llanasa is between Mostyn hall and Newmarket. The church 
has some fine stained glass from Basingwerk abbey. Between 
lilaaasa and the Point of Air is the mansion of Talacre, and 
other elegant residences are in this parish, namely, Gym and 
Golden Grove. 

Ascent of Moel Fammau. 

iHoel Fammau ('' the mother of hills "} is the principal height 
of the Glwydian mountain range which runs on the E. side 
the whole length of the vale of Clwyd. It is 1823 feet above 
the level of the sea, and upon it are the remains of '' The 
Jubilee Column," a massive tower erected in 1810, by the lead- 
ing gentlemen of the neighbourhood, to commemorate the fiftieth 
year of the reign of George III., and which was blown down 
during a storm in 1862. 

Moel Fanmiau can be seen from more places and from a much 
wider extent of country than Snowdon, no other mountains 
shutting it out. It is worth ascending for the beautiful views 
whidi it commands of the Vale of Clwyd, and of the level land 
in the direction of Chester. The old road between Mold and 
Buthin goes over Bwlch Pen Barras pass, within a short distance 
of tiie top of the mountain, on its 8. side. The ascent is quite 
easy from the neighbourhood of Mold, or from Buthin, Denbigh, 
and other places in the vale of Clwyd. Mold may be reached 
from Chester by train, and then a carriage can be obtained. 
Lieaving Mold by the Buthin road, the traveller traverses 2\m. 
over elevated limestone ground, where are limekilns and lead 
mines, and then descends to the Loggerheads inn, situated 
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in a pleasant vale close by the Alyn stream, and in the nidst 
of woods and rocks. It is a small, clean hostelry, famed for its 
signboard, now almost colourless, which was the work of Riehard 
Wilson, who used to frequent the neighbourhood. It repreBents 
the heads of two men placed back to back, and at the foot is the 
inscription, '^ We three lojrgerheads be." The stranger may 
wonder, at first glance, where the third loggerhead is to be 
found, but will presently solve the enigma. Jm. distant is a 
stone, said to bear the marks of the hoof of Arthur's horse. 

From the inn to the top of Moel Fammau the distance is 3m. 
The road branches to the right, near some houses, and Ihen 
gradually ascends the pass, with heath-clad, sloping hills on 
either hand. After going through a wall at a gate Ihe 

destrian may bend to the right along a track which runs up a 
low and leads nearly direct to the summit of the mounttin. 
With a carriage the road may be followed to the top of the piss, 
and then a cut-track entered on the right which runs abng 
the brow of the hill direct to the Jubilee Column. To vary the 
route on returning, the carriage should be sent back, the driver 
having instructions to wait at Gilcain, and the traveller woold 
have an easy descent of If m. to that village. In the churck is 
a beeiutiful carved roof, said to have been brought from Basiig- 
werk abbey. 

From the top of the mountain the vale of Glwyd is spisad 
close below the spectator as if on a map, dotted with innuaer- 
able fields, hedge-rows, trees, houses, and hamlets. The toners 
and castles of Buthin and Denbigh are in view, and m:>re 
distant are seen St. Asaph cathednu, Bodelwyddan church, aad 
Rhuddlan castle. At tne N. end of the vale is the sea neur 
Rhyl and Abergele, whilst direct in front, and to the S., are 
ranges of hills extending to the distant summits of Snowdon, 
Gamedd Llewelyn, Moel Siabod, the Arenigs, the Arans, ana 
the Berwyns. In the opposite direction is a wide extent of 
country also varied with villages, trees, fields, and plantations. 
Mold and Ghester are visible, the estuaries of the Dee and 
Mersey run inland, and in the distance is the conical hill upon 
which may be discerned the towers of Beeston castle. Between 
the two plains is a range of hills stretching in a straight line 
N. and S. of the spectator. The whole scene is very impressive, 
and on a clear day includes the Isle of Man, Gumberland, and 
part of the Pennine mountaiii range. Glose below, to the E., is 
a pleasant secluded vale, with a few green fields hemmed in W 
sloping heath-clad ground, and on the left is seen Gilcain church 
and village, to which the traveller will descend, and thenoe 
have a pleasant ioumey of 4m. to Mold, crossing the river Alyn, 
and having good views of the limestone hills around, and away 
to the vale of the Dee. 
The pedestrian may make the ascent of Moel Fammau in the 
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oppo^te direction, and have a pleasant day's excnision by 
alighting from the train at Bhydymwyn, the next station to 
Mold, and then going by way of GUcain to the top of the moun- 
tain, and descending to the Loggerheads inn, whence there is 
a walk, called the Leet, which runs along the banks of the 
river Alyn, sometimes passing over picturesque limestone crags, 
and also near where the stream flows some distance imder- 
ground. The vale is small, but in places clothed with 'wood, 
and very beautiful. From tlie Loggerlieads inn to Bhydymwyn 
station, along the banks of the river, is 3m., the whole day's 
walk being a distance of 9m. 

Wrezham to Buthin. 

18 miles. 

Soon after leaving Wrexham, the richly timbered park of 
Plas Power is skirted on the left, and Offa's Dyke is crossed ; 
then a gradual ascent is made to the villages of Adwy 'r 
Glawdd and Coed Poeth, with a prospect past Wrexham to 
the level plain watered by the Dee. When through the 
villages the road goes over a line of rails that leads on tiie left 
to the village of Minera, a name which will remind the traveller 
that he is in the heart of an important mining district, where 
the operations are on so extensive a scale as to entitle it to be 
denominated the El Dorado of North Wales. The minerals 
produced are lead-ores, zinc, copper, iron, iron pyrites, with 
coal, cannel, bitshales, fireclay, slates, limestone, &g. 

The road leading by Minera to Llandegla runs up a narrow 
defile between limestone clifEs, and is the nearest by Im., and 
perhaps the most interesting. The main road leaves Minera on 
the left, and gradually ascends to the Bwlch Gwyn village, 
situated on a limestone eminence overlooking the pretty little 
glen of Nant y Ffridd. The view of the plain is now lost, 
and the road runs along the limestone hills, until within 6m. of 
Wrexham, when a toll-gate and publio-house are passed, and 
moorland is entered, the reservoir which suppUes Brymbo with 
water being on the right. 2m. farther the road begins to 
descend, with rising ground on either hand clothed with 
heather, that on the left, Oym y Brain, looking tempting for a 
ramble, and from its summit, 1844 feet above the sea, com* 
manding an extensive view. 

After crossing the watershedding, the Grown hotel is reached* 
10m. from Wrexham, where roads meet from Buthin, Wrexham, 
Jjlangollen, Gorwen, and Mold. Llandegla village is situated a 
few hundred yards distant on the right, near the source of the 
river Alyn, that flows by Mold and Gresford to the Dee. Large 
fairs for black cattle are held here. The church is dedicated to 



26 CHESTER SECTION. 

St Tecla, virgin and martyr. Here is a well, now entirely 
neglected, which was celebrated in old times, and said to be so 
efficacious in epilepsy that the fits became known as St. Teda's 
disease. In the neighbourhood of Llandegla is the ancient 
house of Plas Bodidris, an old residence of the Yaughans of 
Gorsygedol. The present owner is Sir William GrenvHle Wil- 
liams, Bart., of Bodelwyddan. 

Leaving Llandegla for Ruthin, the road divides one mile 
distant, tke right-hand being the old way, and IJm. nearer 
than the other, though leadmg over the hills to the vale of 
Glwyd by a rather steep pass. The new road commences a 
long, gradual descent, and presently passes a large tumulus, 
known as Tomen y Bhodvrydd (or Tomen yr Adwy), which 
is encircled by two ditehes, and is said to have been cast up as 
the foundation of a fortress, built by Owen Gwynedd about the 
year 1148. It is sometimes called* Yale castle. A sequestered 
defile known as Nant y Garth is traversed, by the side of a 
brook, with low, sloping hills on either hand. The woods and 
undulating ground at the head of the vale of Glwyd gradually 
come in view, with the Moel Fammau hiUs on the right. The 
road runs some distance down the vale, and 2m. before arriviog 
at Buthin, Llanfair chapel, and the little church and village of 
Llanfair Dyffryn Glwyd are passed. The church stands beneath 
the shade of aged trees, and contains fragments of a fine stained- 
glass window (subject, the Grudfixion), and an altar-tomb of 
the fourteenth century. 

From Llandegla tiie traveller might follow the Alyn river to 
Llanarmon, 2^m., or Llanferres, 5}m., and thence cross the hills 
to Buthin, or proceed still feuiher by the course of the stream 
to the Loggerheads inn. 

lUxyl. 

Early in this century Bhyl was a very small fishing hamlet, 
situated on a -fiat, unintercBting shore, amidst a waste of sand 
hillocks, but now it has a population of about 5000, and is fast 
increasing. It is a favourite resort of many of the inhabitants 
of Ghester, Birkenhead, the Midland Gounties, and the inland 
districts of Flintshire and Denbighshire. It is easy of access, 
being situated at the junction of the Holyhead and Denbigh 
lines of rail, 30m. from Ghester, on the shore of the Irish Sea, 
near the outlet of the united rivers Glwvd and Elwy. The air 
is pure, and the sands, which are remarkably firm and suitable 
for bathing, extend for miles around. In the immediate 
vicinity there are not many attractions for the visitor, but the 
wide expanse of the Vale of Glwyd stretohes behind, with its 
castles and cathedral ; and 8m. distant on either the E. or W. 
there are hills and picturesque crags, and gentlemen's mansions 
in the midst of filnely timbered grounds. There are several 
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places of worship in Bhyl, and also hotels, lodging houses, baths, 
libraries, &o. The chief hotels are the Belyoir or Pier hotel, 
the Royal, the Westminster, and the Alexandra. An iron pier 
700 yards in length forms an agreeable promenade, and enables 
passengers to be landed &om steam-packets which occasionally 
arrive from Liverpool, Llandudno, &c. The pier and shore com- 
mand fine views of the sea, the estuary of the Bee, Great and 
Little Orme's Head, Penmaen Mawr, and Gamedd Llewelyn in 
the far distance. 

The Vale of Clwyd. 

The Vale of Clwyd is about 24m. long, and varies from 5m. 
to Sm. in breadth. It is bounded on the E. by a fine range of 
hUIs, which run in a continuous straight line, averaging above 
1000 feet high, the highest point being Moel Fammau, 1823 
feet. On the W. is a range of heights parallel with the former, 
but of inferior elevation ; to the S. are low, irregular hills, where 
the valley disappears and becomes divided into a number of 
small glens ; to the N. it opens to the sea at Bhyl and Abergele. 
Between the E. and W. ranges of hills there extends along its 
whole length a broad, level tract of rich com and pasture land, 
divided into innumerable fields, and sprinkled with trees. The 
river Clwyd flows in a sluggish, uninteresting course through 
the fiat ground, and after being joined by the Elwy, the united 
waters, under the name of the former, enter the Irish Sea dose 
to BhyL Cottages, farmsteads, mansions, and villages, are on 
every hand. The views of Rhuddlan, Denbigh, and Ruthin 
castles, and the cathedral of St. Asaph, add interest to a scene 
which is very beautiful on a fine summer day, but which has 
received such ex-aggerated praise, that many tourists who have 
had their expectations raised by glowing accounts, will be 
doomed to slight disappointment. Especially will this be the 
case with those who long for the wild sublimities of nature, for 
here all is smooth and tranquil, even the hills being devoid of 
any harsh and rugged features. 

The whole length of the Vale of Clwyd may be traversed by 
railway, and the different places of interest visited on the route, 
but the varied beauties of the landscape are in this way missed, 
and can only be properly seen by those who travel on the roads 
which run high up along the sides of the hills. Some wiU 
prefer the E. side, and some the W., but those who have time 
would do well to go one way and return the other. 

Bhyl to Dyserth. 

Dyserth castle and village are situated 4m. from Bhyl, on the 
N.E. side of the Vale of Clwyd, and may be reached direct by 
road, or by taking the train to Rhuddlan or Prestatyn. 
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By road the traveller will bend to the left when ont of Bhyl, 
and then to the right, traversing a level tract. From Rhnddlan 
the distance to Dyserth is 2im., the road passing the mansion 
and park of Bodrbyddan. 

Dyserth church contains some beantifnl stained glass, part of 
a Jesse window, said to have been brought from Basing^erk 
abbey. The churchyard is overshadowed by yew trees, and 
contains an old cross, supposed to be in memory of a warrior, 
slain during the siege of the castle in 1261. In the villi^ a 
streamlet forms a cuKade. A few yards distant is the celebrated 
Talargoch lead mine, reputed to hiave been one of the richest of 
the kind in Wales. The ruins of Dyserth castle stand on a 
small limestone hill, and consist of a dozen patches of the walls, 
and the hollow of the moat. They command an extensive pro- 
spect. CJose below the castle are the ruins of a building, appa- 
rently a chapel, called Siamber Wen, or the White Chamber. 
The stream which flows past the village rises at a spring Im. 
distant, called Ffynnon Asa, or 8t Asaph's weU, which was 
formerly accounted sacred, and had its votaries, like St. Wini- 
fred's well. Near the spring the water forms a small cascade. 
Whilst at Dyserth the stranger should ascend the adjacent 
limestone hill, called Moel Hinddug. The top may be gained 
from the village in fifteen or twenty minutes, and it commands 
a wide and varied panorama. 

From Dyserth some travellers will probably extend the journey 
in an eastward direction. 2m. distant is the quiet village of 
Newmarket, which, like its famous namesake in England, was 
at one time of racing celebrity. In the churchyard stands a 
richly ornamented cross of the fourteenth century. There are 
numerous tumuli and stone circles in liie district ; also, on high 
ground close by the village, is a remarkable mound, caUed tibe 
*^ Gop," which is said to have hud the honour of serving as a 
mausoleum for Queen Boadicea, a.d. 61 ; and, according to a 
local tradition, was made for the purpose of covering the ashes 
of those who fell in the engagement between the latter and 
Suetonius Paulinus. 

The little borough- town of Gaerwys is 5m. S.E. of Newmarket, 
near the railway from Mold to Denbigh. It seems to be of 
Roman origin. Coins of the Ciesars have been found in the 
neighbourhood. Great cattle fairs are periodically held here, 
and in former days it was of some importance. It was the seat 
of the County Assizes till 1672, when they were removed to 
Flint. The National Eisteddfod, or congress of the bards and 
minstrels, used to be held here. In the thirteenth century it 
was the residence of Uewelyn ab Gruffydd, Prince of North 
Wales, his palace, Maes Mynan, being situated at the entrance 
of a romantic dingle. 

3m. from Caerwys is the village of Nannerch, standing 
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pleasantly near the head of the little vale of the Wheeler, or 
Ohwiler, with the Halkin mountains on the £., and the Olwydian 
range on the W. In the church is a monument in memory of 
one of the Mostyn family. Penbedw Hall, close by, is an 
interesting old mansion, and near it is a stone circle. 

Bhuddlan. 

Bhuddlan is 3m. from Bhyl, in the Yale of Glwyd, and is 
reached either by rail or road. 

The river is tidal as &r as the bridge at Bhuddlan, and is 
navigable to that point for small vessels. In former times, 
Bhuddlan was one of the most important boroughs in Flint- 
shire, but now it is a dull place of 1233 inhabitants. Edward I. 
was often here during his Welsh campaigns, and on a private 
house there is placed a stone with the following inscription, 
written by a dean of St. Asaph : ** This fragment is .the 
remains of the building where King Edward I. held his Parlia- 
ment A.D. 1283 ; in which was passed the statute of Bhuddlan, 
securing to the Principality of Wales its judicial rights and 
independence.*' Some writers say that no parliament was 
held at Bhuddlan ; but whether or not, it is certain that from 
this town was issued the famous statute for the regulation 
of the newly acquired territory. Another old house near the 
castle is said to have been the residence of Edward I. when 
news was brought him of the queen's safe delivery of a son at 
Oamarvon. 

The castle is a picturesque, ivy-mantled ruin, standing upon 
a mound on the E. bank of the river, and protected by a deep 
moat cut in the solid rock. It is square, with two round towers 
at each entrance gate, and one at each comer, but not a stone 
remains in the yard within the wall^. The fortress is supposed 
to have been erected early in the eleventh century, and to have 
been a residence of the Welsh princes. In the reign of Edward 
the Confessor it was taken and burnt by Duke Harold, and 
after the Norman conquest a nephew of Hugh Lupus, Earl of 
Chester, further fortified the castle and made it his military 
residence. It was afterwards stormed by the Welsh, and again 
repaired by order of Henry II. From this period it was some^ 
times in the hands of the English and sometimes of the Welsh. 
When Edward I. was preparing for his conquest of the country, 
he made this place his chief rendezvous and depot of provisions 
and stores. In 1281 an unsuccessful attack was made upon the 
garrison by Llewelyn, with forces brought up by his brother 
Dafydd, and it became the prison of the latter prince for some 
time previous to his lamentable end at Shrewsbury. It was 
afterwards surprised and taken by the Welsh, who, for lack of 
sucootir, were quickly obliged to abandon the fortress. To 
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prevent the recnrrence of Bunilar attempts, Edward sfrengthened 
the old works and added new. This monarch frequently made 
the castle his residence ; three times did he cause it to resound 
with the reyelry of Christmas festivities, and here, in 1283, 
was his queen Eleanor delivered of a princess. It was in this 
castle, too, that Edward promised to give the Welsh nohles a 
native prince, who had never spoken a word of English, and 
whose life and conversation had, from his birth, been irreproach- 
able. l}he Welsh nobles eagerly accepted the offer, little 
thinking that the prince intended was to be the infant Edward, 
who had a short time previously been bom at Carnarvon. 
There is a tradition among the Welsh, furnishing a reason for 
the motto, *• Ich dien *' — ** I serve,** being borne by the Prince of 
Wales. It states that, in presenting the young prince to them, 
the king made use of the Welsh words " Eich dyn ** — ** Your 
man,** which were at once adopted as the motto of the infant 
prince. The more correct explanation, however, is that the 
words were adopted as a mark of humility. In the civil wars 
Bhuddlan was garrisoned for the king, but was surrendered to 
General Mytton in 1646 ,* and soon afterwards, by order of the 
parliament, it was dismantled. 

Bodrhyddan, l^m. E. of Bhuddlan, on the road to Dyserth, is 
worthy of a visit. It is the seat of Captain Bowley Conwy, 
and has been in the family for many centuries. The situation 
is secluded, in the midst of beautiful grounds commanding a 
good view of the vale. The stranger is allowed to enter the 
red brick Elizabethan mansion, and inspect the interesting old 
furniture and implements of warfare. 

Pengwem, l^m. from Bhuddlan, on the W. bank of the river, 
near the junction of the Clwyd and Elwy, is one of the seats of 
Sir W. G. Williams, Bart. 

Bodelwyddan, 3m. W. of Bhuddlan, is a castellated mansion 
standing in the midst of an extensive park. It is the seat of 
Sir W. G. WilUams, Bart. 

Close to the northern entrance to the park is a handsome 
church which was built a few years ago, at a cost of 60,000/., by 
Dowager Lady Willoughby de Broke, as a memorial to her 
husband. The interior is remarkably beautiful, and the whole 
building is so perfect that no one visiting this neighbourhood 
ought to pass it unseen. It contains a profusion of stained 
glass, with carvings in oak and Caen stone, and marbles from 
Belgium, Italy, Languedoc, Derbyshire, and Anglesey. The 
font is of white Carrara marble, representing two of the nieces 
of Lady Willoughby holding a shell. The spire, which is 
200 feet high, forms a prominent object in the landscape. 
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St. Asaph. 

St. Asaph is a very small city, a mere village, with a popala- 
tion of 1900, and contains nothing of interest except the 
cathedral. It is situated in the Yale of Glwyd, 8m. S. of 
Bhuddlan, on the banks of the river Elwy, with the river 
Clwyd to the E., less than ^m. distant. Bronwylfa and Rhyllon, 
two villas, not ^m. ont of the city, were at different times the 
abode of the late poetess, Mrs. Hemans. In the graveyard of 
the parochial church is buried the well-known character, Dick 
Aberdaron, the eccentric lingiyist. The diocese of St. Asaph 
contains most of the counties of Flint and Denbigh, and part of 
Merioneth and Montgomery. It lays claim to high antiquity, 
having been founded about the year 560 by Kentigern, Bi^op 
of Glasgow and Primate of Scotland, who was persecuted, and 
fled for refuge to Gadwallon, uncle. of Maelgwn Gwynedd, 
Prince of North Wales. Kentigern being recaUed to his epis- 
copal duty in his native country, he nominated a pious scholar, 
duled Asa or Asaph, as his successor, who gave his name to the 
church and city. Being situated in a district often the scene of 
wars between the English and Welsh, the diocese was subject 
to various vicissitudes, and for many years the bishops fled 
from the place, and the mitred chair was unoccupied. Many 
times the cathedral was wholly or partially destroyed, and it 
was burned to the ground for the last time by Owen Glyndwr 
in 1402. 

The most eminent names among the bishops of the see are, 
Geffrey of Monmouth, a famous historian, who lived in the 
twelfth century ; William Morgan, who took the principal part 
in the translation of the Welsh Bible, printed in 1588, and 
assisted in the English version, commonly called "Queen 
Elizabeth's Bible"; and Dr. Isaac Barrow, translated from 
Sodor and Man, who educated his nephew of the same name, 
the distinguished mathematician and divine, who was tutor of 
Sir Isaac Newton. 

The cathedral is a neat, plain-looking building, consisting of 
nave, N. and S. transepts, chancel, and low, heavy, square 
tower in the centre. It was recently renovated under the 
direction of the late Sir Gilbert Scott. The E. window is said 
to have been copied from one in the ruins of Tintem abbey. 
It contains some beautiful stained glass, illustrative of the 
different events in the Ufe of Christ. There is a coloured 
window, and a tablet in memory of Mrs. Hemans, who resided 
for a long time in this neighbourhood, and who died and was 
buried in Dublin in 1835. An altar-totub supporting a re- 
cumbent figure clad in episcopal robes commemorates Bishop 
David, who died in 1512; and there is a full-length figure. 
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in white marble, of Dean Shipley, whose danghter was manied 
to the accompli^ed Bishop Heber. In the chapter room may 
be seen an autograph letter of Charles II. ; a copy of the first 
edition of the Common Prayer, printed in the reign of Edward VI. 
(1549); a copy of the first edition of Dr. Morgan's Welsh 
translation of the Bible (1588) ; and a manuscript Lexicon of 
the Welsh, Greek, and Hebrew laxiguBgea by Dick Aberdaron. 
The organ is considered to be one of the best in the kingdom. 
From the summit of the tower, 93 feet high, there is a fine view 
of the surrounding country. In the churchyard is the grave of 
Bishop Isaac Barrow, who died 1680. 

The BieJiop's palace, a plain modem building, stands in 
grounds adjoining the cathedral. 

The direct road between St. Asaph and Denbigh traverses 
low ground, and is not particularly interesting, but by travelling 
along the E. side of the vale by Tremeirchion and Bodfari, 
high ground is attained commanding a splendid view of almost 
the whole of the Yale of Clwyd ; and Denbigh town and castle 
become prominent in front. 

On the W. side of the river is passed the old mansion and 
pcu'k of Llanerch. 

On the E. side, high up the breast of the hill, is St. Beuno's 
college, a large Roman Catholic seminary ; and connected with 
it is a little chapel perched on the summit of a high rock. In 
Tremeirchion church is a monimient of an old Welsh poet, 
" Dafydd Ddu Hiraddug." Proceeding up the vale, Brynbella 
is passed, a villa erected by the celebrated Mrs. Piozzi (pre- 
viously Mrs. Thrale), the friend of Dr. Johnson ; and then the 
pleasant little village of Bodfari is reached, overlooking the 
Clwyd at its junction with the Wheeler or Chwiler. It is a 
station on the railway leading from Denbigh to Mold. Between 
Bodfari and Denbigh is Lleweny Hall, believed to have in 
ancient times been the residence of one or more of the ruling 
princes of Wales. 

Denbigh.. 

Denbigh is romantically situated in a commanding position 
on an isolated limestone hill, near the centre of the Vale of 
Clwyd, and from many points of view it is a picturesque object 
in the landscape. The ruins of the castle crown the sunmiit of 
the hill, and attached to them are the remains of the town 
walls, nearly Im. in circuit. Within the boundary of the old 
town there are very few houses, the situation being too high 
and inconvenient ; and, consequently, a new town has sprung 
up lower down the hill. 

Denbigh is the county town, population 6050 ; and being the 
centre of a fine agricultural district, its fairs and markets are 
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important : formerly it was noted for its glovers, tanners, and 
shoemakers. It was made a borough in the time of Edward I. 
The corporation consists of four aldermen, twelve common 
oounoilmen, town-clerk, and other subordinate officers. It sends 
one member to Parliament in conjunction with Holt, Wrexham, 
and Buthin. The chief hotels are the Crown and the Bull. 

The castle, up to a Tecent period, was in a very dilapidated 
state. It is difficult to form a correct idea of its former magni- 
ficence, but it has evidently been a massive and almost impreg- 
nable building. It ia the property of the Grown, and is now 
leased to a committee representing the townspeople. The 
interior is laid out as recreation grounds, the public being 
admitted at a nominal charge. 

Close to the castle is the ''Boyal Bowling Green," from 
which a fall view of the magnificent scenery of the Yale of 
Glwyd is obtainable. 

On the common, near the castle, stands the church of 
St. Hilary, now closed. It is a very old structure, and was 
regarded by the members of the ArchsBological Society, on their 
visit in 1877, with the greatest possible interest. This church 
is said to have been formerly the chapel for the garrison. Close 
to the church, outside the castle walls, there are the remains of 
an edifice, which appears to have been intended for a cathedral, 
and was begun in 1579 by Dudley, Earl of Leicester, who 
owned the castle in Queen Elizabeth's reign, but from some 
unknown cause the building was never completed. The Burgess 
Tower, in the walls of the town, and the entrance gateway of 
the castle, are noble ruins; and above the latter is a statue 
of Henry de Lacy, the founder of the castle. 

A fort is supposed to have existed here in very early times, 
and Prince Dafydd, brother of the last Llewelyn, on assuming 
the sovereignty of North Wales, after his brother's death, made 
it the rendezvous of his forces. He was defeated by the English, 
and in 1283 was ti^en prisoner, carried to Rhuddlan, and 
thence to Shrewsbury, where he was tried and put to death for 
high treason. Edward I. bestowed the seignory of Denbigh on 
Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, who is supposed to have built 
the present castle and the walls of the town. In process of 
time, the estate becoming again by marriage the property of 
the sovereign, was granted by Queen Elizabeth, in 1563, to her 
admirer, Dudley, Earl of Leicester. Leicester once entertainedi 
the queen at Denbigh for seventeen days, at an estimated cost 
of lOOOZ. per day, her retinue being excessively numerous. In 
1^5 Charles I. halted here for three nights, after his flight 
from Chester, and it was at this time that Governor Salisbury 
disoonrsed so freely with his royal master on his affairs, that 
the king afterwards said, *' Never did prince hear so much 
trnth at once." The king left here for Cmrk castle, and went 
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to Bridgenorth, then to Newark, whence he set ont for Scotland, 
where he was betrayed to parliament for the sum of 40(^,000/. 
The following year the castle was besieged by General Mytton, 
and after undergoing great hardships, the garrison smrendered 
on honourable terms, on October 26th (or, according to some 
writers, on November 8rd}, but not before the goyemor had 
received the king's orders to that effect. Denbigh claims the 
honour of being the last fortress in Great Britain fhat held out 
for the king, out the credit is due to Harlech castle. The 
castle was probably dismantled on changing possessors, and 
after the restoration of Charles II. it was blown up with 
gunpowder and rendered untenable. The order for its demoli- 
tion also included Carnarvon castle, but, from some cause 
unknown, it was never carried into effect in the case of the 
latter fortress. 

Charles I., in 1822, created Viscount Fielding first Earl of 
Denbigh, from whom the present owner of the title is lineally 
descendeid. 

The old parochial church is situated at Whitchtirch, Im. &om 
the towo, on the road to Buthin. It contains a mural monu- 
ment to Humphrey Llwyd, the distinguished Welsh antiquary, 
who died in 1568 ; a large altar-tomb of the sixteenth centu^ 
to Sir John Salusbury and his wife ; a mural tablet in memory 
of Thomas Edwards, better known as Twm o'r Nant, the WeMi 
dramatic poet, sometimes styled the Cambrian Shakspeare. 
'There is a brass effigy of Bichard Myddelton, of Gwaenynog, 
and his wife. He was governor of Denbigh castle in the reigns 
of Edward YL, Mary, and Elizabeth. In relievo are their 
nine sons and seven daughters. Of the sons several were highly 
distinguished. William, the third son, acquired renown as a 
naval captain, and as a poet ; Thomas, the fourth son, became 
Lord Mayor of London, and founder of the family of Chirk 
castle ; Hugh, the sixth son, ^afterwards Sir Hugh Myddelton, 
was famous for his speculations in the lead mines of Cardigan- 
shire, and for being the enterprising founder of the New Stiver 
scheme for bringing water from Hertfordshire to London. He 
was bom at G«llthill, |m. from Denbigh, and represented the 
latter town in several parliaments. A &iiort distance S.W. of 
the town stands the North Wales Counties Lunatic Asylum, 
a large edifice, capable of accommodating 200 males and 200 
female patients. Another handsome building on the S. side of 
the town is Howell's school, for the education of orphan girls. 
Near the latter building there is a modem church dedicated to 
St David. 

Within 8m. of Denbigh, on the road to Buthin, is the village 
of Llanrhaiadr. In the church there is a monument to Maurice 
Jones, Esq., in which he is depicted in fashionable morning 
gown «nd peruke. The E. window of the church contains some 
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beantifiil ooloured glaas, representing the *' Boot of Jesse." It 
appears to have been ezecnted about the year 1533, by an 
unknown artist. 

Im. farther is passed Baohymbyd, a mansion belonging to 
Lord Bagot ; and close by the road, are seen three large chest- 
nut trees, called ** The Three Sisters," said to have been planted 
by three daughters of Sir William Salusbury, one of whom 
married Sir Walter Bagot, of Blithefield, ancestor of Lord 
Bagot. 

Some distance on the left there is Llanynys church, which is 
noted for its large yew trees. 

After leaving Denbigh there are good views of the town and 
oastle ; and gradually the Moel Fammau range of hills present 
a fine appearance on the opposite side of the vale. The distance 
from Denbigh to Buthin is Tfm. 

Buthin. 

Buthin is a dean, quiet town, on ground rising steeply &om 
the E. bank of the river Glwyd. Population, 3299. The chief 
hotels are the Castle, and Wynnstay Arms. 

It is governed by a mayor and council, and the assizes are 
held here. There is nothing to interest the tourist except the 
castle and the church, but the situation is romantic, in the 
centre of pastures and woods, encompassed by ranges of hills ; 
and it is a good centre for excursions in various directions. 

No doubt a fort existed here at a very early period, but the 
present castle was founded by Edward L, in 1281, and was 
bestowed on Beginald de Grey, son of John de Grey, Justiciary 
of Chester; with the lordship oi Dy£Eryn Clwyd, and extensive 

S>wers and privileges. In the reign of Henry IV., Owen 
lyndwr, in the year 1400, began his insurrection by attacking 
Buthin. He entered the town on a fair-day, assaulted the 
fortress without success, and after pillaging the inhabitants 
and burning the houses, retreated to the mountains. Lord 
Grey de Buthin raised his followers, and went in pursuit, but 
was taken prisoner, and not released untU 10,000 marks were 
paid for his ransom. In the reign of Charles I. the castle was 
held for the king till the year 16^, but after sustaining a siege 
from the middle of February to the middle of April, it was 
surrendered to General Mylton, and it was soon after ordered 
to be dismantled. In the reign of Charles II. it came, by pur- 
chase, into possession of Sir Thomas Myddelton, of Chirk castle. 
In the early part of this century, the male line of the Myddel- 
tons failed, and the estates were divided amongst three sisters, 
daughters of Richard Myddelton, of Chirk castle. The Hon. 
Frederick West (third son of John, second Earl Dehiwarr) 
married the heiress of the Buthin property, and erected a hand- 
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■ome tuTieted mangion within the rnins of the ancient fortress. 
Both the old and new buildings consiBt of red sandstone, and 
are picturesque objects in the landscape. The mansion is 
superbly furnished, and contains many costly articles of wrtu. 
The view from the Eagle Tower is extensive, and commands 
the course of the vale to the Irish sea. 

The church contains a beautifal canred oak ceiling, which, 
like all other similar remains in the churches of this (Ui|trict, is 
said to have been originally in Basingwerk abbey : there are 
nearly five hundred different panels, containing legends and 
heraldic emblems. In the church there is also a marble bust of 
Dr. Gabriel Groodman, a native of Buthin, who was for many 
years Dean of Westminster in the reign of Elizabeth. He 
assisted in the translation of the Scriptures, and it is said that 
the first epistle to the Corinthians is entirely his rendering. 
He also helped Bishop Morgan with the Welsh translation. He 
supported Camden in his travels, and obtained for him the ap- 
pointment of under-master of Westminster School. He founded 
Christ's Hospital at Ruthin, and also the grammar school, 
which has produced not a few scholars of note. His nephew, 
Godfrey Goodman, Bishop of Gloucester, also a native of 
Buthin, endowed the school with exhibitions. The church was 
anciently conventual, and belonged to a society of monks, 
denominated Bon-hommes^ a ramified species of domestic order, 
founded by St. Augustine, that was transplanted into England 
about the year 1283. 

The distance from Buthin to Corwen is 12m. After passing 
the castle and deer park on the right, the river Clwyd is 
orossed, and 2m. from Buthin the valley becomes dividecU and 
the road, railway, and river, all make a bend to the right, and 
pass through a narrow gorge under the limestone hiU, mdled 
Coed Marehan. The stream here assumes more of the character 
of a mountain torrent, and is skirted by the road and railway 
for 5m. up the narrow glen of Nant Clwyd. After passing 
Nant Clwyd hall, a bend is made to the. right, and the Clegyr 
hill stands boldly in front It was here tibiat Owen Glyndwr 
surprised and took prisoner Beginald de Grey, with seven 
knights in his train. Leaving the river to the right near 
Derwen church, the road strikes off southwards, and crosses 
the water-parting between the Clwyd and the Dee. When 
through the village of Gwyddelwem, the glen gradually widens, 
and some beautiful landscapes meet the eye of the trav^er 
before the Dee is crossed and Corwen entered. 

Benbigli and Buthin to Bettws y Coed. 

Boads from Denbigh and Buthin to the neighbourhood of 
Bettws y Coed traverse in many directions the small glens and 
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wild moorlands of the Hiraethog monntains. The district is 
mostly barren, but some of the glens present pretty little pio» 
tares, and the high ground in places commands extensive 
prospects. 

From Buthin the route usually taken is by Pool park, and 
by either Glocaenog or Efenechtyd hamlet to Cerrig y Drudioiiy 
where the great highway from Shrewsbury to Holyhead is 
entered, leading by Pentre Foelas to Bettws y Coed. 

A direct road leads from Denbigh to Pentre Foelas, a dis* 
tance of 17m., but, by adding one mile, a visit to the handet 
of Nantglyn may be included; and this village may also be 
reached by parties commencing the journey at Buthin. 

From Denbigh to Nantglyn, 4m., the traveller passes Gwaen- 
ynog park, where formerly resided Dr. Myddelton, a warm 
Mend of the great moralist. Dr. Johnson, and in the park, in 
a sequestered situation, overshadowed by trees, is a monument 
with the following inscription : ^ Samuel Johnson, LL.D., obiit 
xni. die Decembris, 1784, letatis Ixv. ; " and on the other side, 
on a marble tablet: "This spot was often dignified by the pre- 
sence of Samuel Johnson, LL.D., whose moral writings, ex- 
actly conformable to the precepts of Christianity, gave ardour to 
virtue, and confidence to truth." In the hall of the mansion 
there is an easy chair in whidh Dr. Johnson was accustomed to 
sit. 

To reach Nantglyn firom Buthin, a distance of 10m., the 
traveller must go to the picturesque bridge of Bont Uchel, 
2|m., and then follow the road l^m. feurther, up a narrow, 
wooded glen, by the side of the Clywedog stream, to Cy%lliog 
hamlet. Adventurous pedestrians may follow the stream to its 
source, see the Diffwys watorfoll, and then cross the hills due 
W. to the road near the small lakes, Uymbran, Alwen, and 
Aled. Others will pursue the road leading southward from the 
hamlet to Cerrig y Drudion. To reach Nantglvn, the hills on 
the right must be ascended by a cart track, and then, bending 
to the left, the path keeps mgh ground, and commands fine 
views of the Moel Fammau range of hills, part of the Yale of 
Olwyd, aud the sea near Bhyl. 

Nantglyn is a pleasant village in a retired vale. In the 
churchyard are some of the finest yew trees in Wales, and the 
grave of Dr. Owen Pughe, the Welsh lexicographer, and trans- 
lator of *' Paradise Lost ' into Welsh. Here, too, was buried 
Robert Davies, known all over Wales as Bardd Nantglyn. He 
is considered one of the best bards that Wales ever produced. 
He was the parish clerk. He died December 1st, 1885. There 
has been a handsome tomb raised to his memory by public 
subscription. 

From the village a steep ascent is made for 2m., all around 
being low hills and small vales, without anything of interest^ 



38 CHEffTES SEXniON. 

and, at four erosB-roads, the way ia ent^ed leading direct fromi^ 
Denbigh to Pentre Foelas. Bending to the left, and passing 
a ohnich, a heath-clad plateau is eutered, and on gaining the 
top of the pass the view opens to the 8. oyer an uninteresting 
wasta After passing Llyn Llymbran, the Sportsman inn, at 
Bryn Trillyn, is reached, a solitary house, 8m. from Pentre 
Foelas, in we midst of a dreary moorland, certainly one of the 
most desolate places in the principality. On a fine day, how- 
ever, the trayeiler will have the monotony of the walk rdieved 
by a magnificent yiew of the whole length of the Gamaryonshire 
range of mountains. 8m. from the inn, after passing a cottage 
and making a slight ascent, Llyn Alwen is seen in the rear, 
lying in a comparatiye flat, amongst heather and grass. Near 
it is Llyn Aled, though inyisible from the road. After a long, 
gradual descent, small plots of cultiyated land, and clusters 
of trees, are passed, and tiien the old coach road is entered at tba 
hamlet of Pentre Foelas, 6im. from Bettws y Coed. 

Denbigh, to Uanrwst. 
Henllan, 2m. ; Lhinsannan, 9m. ; Llanrwst, 21m. 

That part of Denbighshire which lies between the riyera 
Clwyd and Conway consists principally of small hills and 
dales. Professor Bamsay says, ''Tins is the least known 
district of North Wales. The chief drainage of the country 
flows northward through a perfect network of yalleys, and 
gradually meeting to form larger streams, the water at length 
fijids its way into the riyer Glwyd through yarious gaps in the 
limestone rocks that flank the Wenlock shale on the E. I teow 
of no better area in Wales than this part of Denbighshire by 
which to pioye the effects of running water in cutting out 
in an old tableland that labyrinth of yalleys, sometimes shaJlow, 
sometimes deep and steep-sided, the accumulated waters of 
which haye in places cut their way from high to low levels 
across the escarpment of carboniferous limestone that flanks 
the Wenlock shale on the E. The whole country, in fact, ia 
intersected by valleys so numerous and comparatively so steep 
on the sides, that there is scarcely any part of Wales more- 
difficult of access than this part of Denbighshire. It is essen- 
tially a rural district, without large rivers, without mines or 
centres of trade, and even without villages or market towns of 
any importance, in an area of about 25m. in length and &om 
six to fourteen in width. The very roads convenient for driving 
are few, and in general you may walk faster in the heart of 
Denbighshire than you can ride." 

Quitting Denbigh by the road which passes the new chmoh 
and bends to the right, the village of Henllon is paned, and 
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the smftll yale orossed, throtigh which flows the Merchion 
streamlet. The road ascends the opposite side of the vale, and, 
5m. from Denbigh, the top of the high ground is gained, where 
a glance is had on the right to the northern end of the Glwyd 
vale, and also of part of the sea. 

Moel Fodia, a heath-clad hill on the right, which may be 
aeoended in a quarter of an hour, will tempt some persons, for it 
commands a wide and beautiful prospect. The Moel Fammau 
hills bound the view to the £., and beneath them are seen a 
long tract of the Yale of Glwyd, with Denbigh castle, St. 
ABaph cathedral, Bhuddlan castle, the spire of Bodelwyddan 
church, the houses at Rhyl, and a wide tract of the sea away 
to Great and Little Orme's Head. All around the spectator 
undulating hill and dale extend, with the high mountains of 
Oamedd Llewelyn range far awaj to the W. The little 
secluded vale thjrough which flows the Aled stream, with its 
green fields, large mansion, and village of Llansannan, has a 
pretty effect. 

The joad winds down the hills by the side of a dell, and 7m. 
from Denbigh the river Aled is reached. The stream winds 
along green pastures, through charming sequestered vales, with 
slopbg hills on every hand — clothed in places with wood, and 
cultivated almost to their summits. The road follows the 
oouise of the river for l^m., and crosses the stream at the 
vOliige of Llansannan, after passing Dyffryn Aled, the seat of 
P. Wynne Yorke, Esq., formerly a residence of Philip Yorke, of 
Erddig, near Wrexham, the eminent antiquary. Llansannan 
is very secluded, and a favourite with anglers. Parties staying 
here might have a pleasant ramble by following the Aled river 
to its rise. They would thus pass through a picturesque ravine 
where the water flows over perpendicular ledges of rock to deep 
pools, overhung on either side by rocky precipices, clad with 
heath and bare of trees. ' After a 6m. walk tiiey reach Ll^ 
Aled, the source of the stream, a sheet of water about I^ul in 
circumference, situated in a solitary moorland district. Near it 
are two other tarns, lAyn. Alwen and Llyn Llymbran, the sources 
of streams flowing southwards to the river Dee. 

2^m. E. of Llansannan is Bwrdd Arthur^ a circular stone iit 
the form of a table, cut out of the main rock, with twenty-four 
seats, unequal, called by the country people ^* Arthur's Round 
Table." Also, l^m. 8. of Bwrdd Arthur, is a place called Bedd 
Robin Hood, Llansannan may also be reached from Denbigh 
by a road which runs direct across the country feurther to the S. 
than the one already described. 

About 2^m. £. of Llansannan, there is a view in the rear of 
the hills just crossed, and in front is an undulating district with 
Oamedd Llewelyn range of mountains beyond. For some milea 
the oountry is not very interesting, but when two or three smallt 
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Tales and streams are crossedf high ground is gained, Mod 
Siabod, Gamedd LlewelYn, and neighbouring monntams oome 
in sight, and a gradoal desoent is maide to Llanrwst. 

Oeta Bocks and Oaves. 

The Gefn limestone rooks, situated on the banks of the Elwy 
river, 3m. S.W. of St. Asaph, are well deserving a visit. They 
are very picturesque, command extensive prospects, and over- 
hang a charming little glen. Tourists arriving by raU may 
alight at either 8t. Asaph or Trefhant. After a pleastnt walk, 
a wooded vale is entered, where a bridge crosses the Elwy 
river, and presently, bv turning down a lane on the lefk, a 
seauestered spot is reached, where high timbered banks hem in 
a nat meadow through which flows the river. Here stands the 
ivy-mantled ruin of an ancient chapel, dedicated to the Virgin 
M!ary, and close by it is the well of Ffynnon Fair, Marj's Well. 
The well is surrounded by iron rails and stonework, and the 
water flows from it as a tiny rill. In bygone days thii was a 
famous holy well, used for baptismal purposes, and th9 place 
was also a kind of Gretna Green, where runaway couples were 
married. The visitor may have a pleasant ramble up the kanks 
of the river, for Im., to Pont Newydd, passing through a rti^ed 
gorge, and beneath the Gefn rocks. Those who return from the 
well to the road, will leave Gefn hall on the left, and on com- 
mencing a descent to the river a path may be entered which 
leads from a cottage, through a plantation, to the Gefn rocka 
The gpx)unds are private, and are only open to strangers on 
Mondays and Thursdays. 

Walks lead in various directions, and command fine vievtrs of 
the Yale of Glwyd, the Moel Fammau range of mountains, and 
the sea beyond Bhuddlan and Bhyl; whilst close below the 
spectator, beneath a precipitous limestone ridge, the river Mwy 
flows through a little verdant vale, with wooded hills on eiUier 
side, and smaU heights in the distance. After threading idong 
the terraces, at various heights, under the bare overhanyging 
ledges and precipices of rook, the caves may be visited, in com- 
pany with a guide &om a neighbouring cottage. They will be 
of special interest to many persons, owing to were having been 
found in them large quantities of fossil bones of bears, hyenas^ 
hippopotemi, cut antlers of the red deer, and also flint imple- 
mente, &c. 

On descending the clifis to the bank of the river, the path 
runs through an opening in the rocks with arches overhead, 
and then enters the little vale through which the river winds 
amongst green meadows, with rocks and wooded banks on either 
hand. The hamlet of Pont Newydd is a favourite resort of the 
angler. Day tickets, Is. each, for trout fishing, may be obtained 
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at the hotel of St. Asaph. The stranger can return henoe by 
road, or along the path by the side of the river. He may also 
have an agreeable walk of 4im. to Henllan or Denbigh. 

St. Asaph to Uanrwat. 

Daring the first part of this journey the traveller may visit 
Mary's Well, and the Cefn rooks and caves above deacribea. 

On leaving the hamlet of Pont Newydd, 4m. from St. Asaph, 
the road ascends the high ground N. of the Elwy river, and, 
afteir passing the old house of Plas Newydd, bends to the left, 
and comtnands an extensive view, including St. Asaph, Bhndd- 
lan, Bodelwyddan, Bhyl, a broad tract of the sea, the hills froiU 
l^serth to Moel Fammau, and a level tract of fields and woods. 
Tne road runs on the hill side, with the river Elwy on the left, 
and, after passing near the junction of the Aled and Elwy rivers, 
it bends to the right, and ascends and follows the course of the 
latter stream. 

Presently the village of Uanfair Talhaiam is reached. It is 
situated 10m. from St. Asaph, and 5m. from Abergele, at the 
junction of two or three small glens, and almost wholly en^* 
circled by low hills. The Black Lion hotel is a plain, comfort- 
able house, much resorted to by anglers, the river Elwy being 
noted for its trout fishing. In the church there are some ancient 
monuments. 

On leaving the village, by the road on the N. bank of the 
river, the traveller passes below the mansion and wooded 
grounds of Garthewin, and then for 5m. along fertile little vales 
to the village of Llangemiew. The distance hence to Llanrwst 
is 7m., the road crossing over high ground, with fine views of 
the Carnarvonshire mountains N. of the Conway vale. 

Some strangers will go from Llangemiew 5m. farther up the 
stream to tlie village of Gwytherin, that is said to be the site of 
a nunnery, of which St. Winifred, of Holywell, was the head 
until her death, and from henoe her relics were subsequently 
removed to the abbey church of Shrewsbury. No traces of the 
nunnery remain, but within the church are two rude wooden 
chests, enclosing a portion of St. Winifred's coffin, and a grave- 
stone with a fiowery cross and chalice. In the churchyard are 
four large upright stones, which will be examined with curiosity 
by the antiquary. From Gwytherin the tourist might walk over 
the hills across a desolate moorland tract to Capel Garmon and 
Bettws y Coed. 

Abergele, G-wrych Castle, and Elinxnael Park. 

Abergele is situated fm. &om the sea, on the N.W. side 
of the Yale of Clwyd. It is a quiet place, occasionally resorted 
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to in winter hj inyalids on acoonnt of the mildness of its 
climate, and in summer by tonrists for sea bathing ; but most 
persons frequenting this part of the country now stay at the 
large terraces erected Jm. distant at Pensam, near the railway 
station. The sands are hard, and at low tide extend for miles 
alonff the shore, both to the E. and W. The sceneiy in the 
neighbourhood of Abergele is beautiful ; there are many man- 
sions in extensive par£», the limestone hills are picturesque, 
and command good prospects, and the stranger may make ex- 
cursions to several sequestereid vales. The name has become 
well known chiefly through the lamentable railway accident 
which occurred near here, August 20th, 1868, when the Iridi 
mail ran into some trucks, lo^ed with petroleum, that had 
escaped from the siding at Llanddulas. Almost instantaneously 
came a vast blaze from the ignited spirit, and the train was 
enveloped in flames. Thirty-three passengers, some of noble 
birth, including Rev. Sir Nicholas Cninnery and his wife. Lord 
and Lady Farnham, Judge Berwick, Captain Priestley Edwards, 
W. Henry Owen, &c., met with instant death, their remains 
being interred in one grave in Abergele churchyard. The sea 
appears to have made great encroachments on this part of the 
coast, for in the churchyard an epitaph, without date, records- 
that a man lies buried there who '* lived three miles north." 

Gwrych castle, the seat of Robert Bamford Hesketh, Esq., 
is the chief attraction to strangers coming here. It is ^m. N.W. 
of the town, and is reached after walking tiiroagh a park tiiiat 
is surrounded by a high wall, and entered by massive gate- 
ways. The castle is situated at the base of a hill, amongst 
limestone cliffs richly clothed with foliage. At a distance it 
presents a remarkably unique appearance, reminding one of the 
fairy palaces of eastern princes. On a nearer approach it is 
found to be a modem castellated edifice, composed of many 
walls, and round and square towers of various sizes, placed on 
terraces, and on isolated knolls, and in rocky recesses, in so con- 
fused a manner, as to make it almost impo;*sible for the stranger 
to discover which are the inhabited portions of the castle, and 
which have been built for mere effect. 

From the lodge at the N.W. gate the stranger may follow a 
path which winds up the front of the cliff to the large opening 
in the limestone rock known as Oefn yr Ogof, a cave that is said 
to extend a long distance into the hill, and to contain numerous 
stalactites. On gaining the summit of the hill, the tourist may 
wander in any direction, and will be certain to obtain a rich 
and varied prospect. In an old house in this neighbourhood, 
which has been puUed down, Mrs. Hemans lived for nine /ears 
in early life, between the ages of seven and sixteen. 

2im. to the S.E. of Abergele is the village of St. George, 
or Llan St. Sior, alias Kegidog. In the churchyard stands 
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a Gothic mansolenm, erected by the late Lord Dinorben over 
the tomb of his first wife. 

Kinmael park, a few hundreds yards S. of the village, was 
the residence of Lord Dinorben, who died in 1852. The title 
has since become extinct, and the estates are now in posseraioa 
of his nephew, H. B. Hughes, Esq., who has lately built on the 
original site one of the handsomest mansions in the county of 
Denbigh, which has not cost much less than 100,000/. 

On the hill close behind the village of St. Sior, are the re* 
mains of a large camp, called Castell Mawr, said to have been 
formed by Chven Gwynedd, during his contest with Henry n. 
Nearer Abergele, on another height, are the remains of a round 
tower. These heights command a delightful view of the sea, 
and the entrance to the Yale of Glwyd, with Abergele, Bhyl, 
Dyserth, Bhuddlan and Bodelwyddan ; and the Bnowdonian 
range to the W. 

Chester to Conway and Llandudno by Bail. 

Inmiediately on emerging from Chester the river Dee is 
crossed, and about Im. &rther Wales is entered. The traveller 
may perhaps be made aware of this change at the first station, 
Queen's Ferry, for if any of the Cambrians enter the train they 
will probably begin speaking a language in which he is not 
versed. But Queen's Ferry will have other attractions, for it is 
the place at which to alight for a visit to Hawarden csustle, the 
residence of Mr. Gladstone, situated Hm, distant, the direction 
being defined by the tower of the parish church, which is seen 
on rising ground. 

For the next few miles the country has a bleak, dirty look, 
being covered with collieries and chemical works, especially in 
the town and neighbourhood of Flint. Here are some vestiges 
of an old castle a few vards from the station, on the bank of the 
Dee. The line runs hence close by the river, which gradually 
becomes a wide estuary, and there is a pleasant view across to 
Parkgate, on the opposite side, a small neglected place, formerly 
of note as a marine resort. Before arriving at Holywell station, 
the slight ruins of Basingwerk abbey may be seen a himdred 
yards from the line on the left The famous well is not visible 
in passing, being in the town Im. farther inland. At.Mostyn 
the woods connected with the grounds of Mostyn hall impart 
to the landscape a more cheerful aspect, and the estuary loses 
its fluvial character, the opposite i^ore receding and giving 

Slace to a wide expanse of ocean. The line runs for some 
istance close to the shore, and then on the right there are the 
sandhills and lighthouse of the Point of Air. After passing 
Prestatyn the traveller arrives at Bhyl, a large and increasing 
sea-sdde resort. Here a line runs inland through the Yale of 
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Glwyd to Bhuddlan, 8t. Asaph, Denbigh, Buthin, and Gorwen« 
The Yale, although so famed for beauty, here offers little at- 
traction. It appears a wide, flat, and tolerably well wooded 
tract, with low mils on either side running inland as far as the 
eye can reach. The towers of Bhuddlan castle and St. Asaph 
cathedral, and also the spire of Bodelwyddan church may be 
discerned. After crossing the Glwyd river, near where it enters 
the sea, the train runs close by the low, sandy shore, the eye 
ranging oyer a limitless expanse of ocean, and in front come in 
view Little and Great Orme s Head. The country now gradually 
becomes more beautiful, and objects will attract the eye and keep 
the mind of the traveller on the alert. After passing Abergele 
fiind Pensam station, frequented in summer for sea batmng, 
Gwryoh castle, a modem turreted mansion, situated on the hill- 
side amongst the trees, has a delightful aspect. High up on 
the side of the same hill the opening of a large cave will also 
attract attention : then the lime works at Llanddulas are passed, 
and the triain runs through a short tunnel under the h^idland 
of Penmaen Bhos, and emerges on the shore of Golwyn bay, a 
pleasant sea-side resort, with good hotels and lodging houses. 
Little Orme's Head is now prominent in front, and on looking 
back, the pier at Bhyl is seen. After leaving Golwyn, the sea is 
lost to sight for a minute or two, and then there is a pleasant 
prospect of Gonway castle and river. At Llandudno junction 
a line 81m. long branches to Llandudno. Leaving the junction 
the train runs through the tubular bridge crossing the river 
Conway, and, after passing below the towers of the castle, goes 
under the walls of the town, and enters the Gonway station. 
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LLAITDUDNO. 

Llakditdko poBBesaes attractions surpassed bv few sea-sido 
resorts in Great Britain. It is situated in a oeautiful semi- 
circular bay, bounded by the picturesque limestone promontories 
of the Great and the Little Orme's Head, and is a modem 
town, consisting of handsome terraces fronting the sea, with 
clean and well-arranged streets, and good shops in the rear, 
and a few cottages which are charmingly seated on tiie high 
ledges of rock on the side of tiie western headland. The popu- 
lation is 4000, and there is accommodation for 12,000 visitors. 
The site is a flat, sandy tract, less than 2m. long and Im. broad, 
bounded on the E. and W. by rising ground, and on the 
N. and 8. by the sea. Although at present the town stands 
entirely on the N. shore, looking across the Si George*s or 
Orme's bay to the Irish sea, houses will probably be erected 
at no distant period on the S. shore, overlooking the beautiful 
bayof Conway. 

The ch'mate of Llandudno is remarkably healthy, and whils^ 
the air is bracing during the summer, it is said to be as warm 
from November to April as at many places on our southern 
shores. In front of the Crescent is the Esplanade, Im. in length, 
a &vanrite place of resort, where are bathing machines, and 
rowing and fishing boats. At high tide the waves wash alone 
a beach of shingle, but at other times the dry, hard sands afford 
excellent bathing ground. Grood fishing may be had ; the prin- 
cipal kinds of fish caught are whiting, gurnet, mullet, ccxUing, &o. 
There is an elegant iron pier at the W. side of the bay. It is 416 
yards long, and a favourite promenade. The charge for admis- 
sion is 2d., and season tickets are issued. At the seaward end 
there are refreshment rooms, and generally a band of musia 
Passengers can land from steamers at all states of the tide. 

Llandudno is a capital centre from which to make excursions 
along the coast from Colwyn bay to the Menai Strait and 
Anglesey; up the river Conway to Trefriw, Llanrwst, and 
BeSws y Coed; and to the mountain range extonding from 
Penmaen Mawr to Camedd Llewelyn and Camedd Dafydd. 
Through the feMsilities afforded by the railways and coaches, 
dxcular tonra may be taken to Llanberis, Beddgelert, Gapel 
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Curig, Ffestmiog, fto. ; and the Bunmit of Snowdon may be 
▼isited in one &y ; bnt for these longer excnrsions the toniist 
would do well to arrange to remain a night fh>m Llandudno. 
Steamers ply daily during the season from Liverpool. The 
chief hotels are : the Adelphi, the Imperial, the Queen's, and 
St. George's, all situated on the Parade; the Boyal hotel, 
Church Walks ; Edgbaston and Alexandra, in Moslyn Street ; 
with some others. 

Or^at Orme's Head. 

One of the first things a stranger should do after arriving at 
Llandudno, is to ascend the Great Orme's Head, and thus get a 
knowledge of the geography of the district. This he can effect 
with very little labour, but he may spend days in exploring the 
many attractions of that fine promontory, and in gaining vantage 
points where he may see the different views; and &ould he 
stay at Llandudno some time, this height will no doubt become 
his favourite resort. 

Formerly a romantic footpath extended along the face of the 
diffs all round the headland, a distance of 5|m., which, in the 
eyes of many visitors, has been irretrievably spoiled by being 
made into a carriage drive. Although some will justly look on 
this innovation in the same light as if a railway were taken up 
a beautiful secluded valley, yet they must not forget that it 
gives to Llandudno one of the finest drives in Great Britain ; 
and the pedestrian may still betake himself to the many tranquil 
nooks amongst the rocKs on the summit of the hill. There is a 
charge of 6d. for carriages, and Id, for foot passengers, for the 
use of the road. 

On ascending from the Parade, and arriving at the Marine 
baths, and the iron pier, a fine view is obtained of the whole of 
the bay, with the houses forming a crescent, and the eastern 
extremity being bounded by Little Orme's Head. A few yards 
farther, round a small height called Pen y Bdiuas, there is what 
is denominated the Happy Yfdley, a plot of ground devoted 
to a skating rink, swings, quoits, rifle gallery, camera-obscura, 
refreshment room, &c., and above are stone quarries. The rocks 
are limestone, and they assume a pleasing and picturesque 
aspect — ^the different layers being in some places horizontal, and 
in others at a high angle. Tlie road winds along the face of 
the cliff, with the sea hundreds of feet directly below, and above 
overhang almost perpendicular rocks. When round a corner, the 
town and bay are lost to sight, aad in front the path is seen 
winding along for more than a mile, St. Tudno's church being 
on the green Blo|)e of the hill above. Below, the sea washes 
amongst boulders and ledges of rock, and across the broad 
expanse of ocean, on a clear day, may be seen the Isle of Man, 
the Scotch and Cumberland hiUs, and the coast of Lancadiire. 
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2in. from the town, the path leading to the ohnioh is passed, 
and the lighthouse appears in front. On arriving at the light- 
house, situated at the N.W. end of the Great Orme's Head* 
there bursts into yiew PufiOn island, a large tract of the Isle 
of Anglesey, Penmon lighthouse, Beaumaris, Bangor, and the 
Menai Strait and bridges. 

The lighthouse is a square, castellated building, erected by the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, in 1862. It is occupied by 
two keepers and their families. It is a dioptric light, 825 feet 
above the sea ; and may be seen 24 miles from a ship's deck. 
The keepers are exceedingly civil to strangers, and willing to 
give any information in their power. Very interesting it is to 
hear their explanation of the code of signals, and the method of 
tedegraphing with the different stations &om Holyhead to Liver* 
pool. Inmiediately a ship is seen off Holyhead, or any other 
station, full particulars are obtained by signals, and these are 
telegraphed by wire to other stations, and to Liverpool, so that 
the merchant will know exactly when to expect the arrival of 
the vessel. Formerly a semaphore station existed on the top of 
the Orma which communicated westward to Puffin island and 
Holyhead, and in the opposite direction to Llysfaen, Prestatyn, 
and so on to Liverpool. 

Leaving the hghthouse, there gradually appears the whole of 
the coast from Puffin island and Anglesey to Conway, and the 
Conway bay, with the village of Penmaenmawr, and the heights 
of Moel Wnion, Y Foel Fras, Tal y Fan, Y Foel Llus, Penmaen 
Bach, Conway Mountain, and the high ground of Denbighshire. 
Presently the rocks almost entirely duappear, being succeeded by 
a green slope, and the road gradually descends nearly to the 
margin of the bay. Close to some cottages are a few bits of 
walls overhanging the sea, the only traoes remaining of the 
abbey of Gogarth, which was formerly an appendage to the 
abbey of Conway, and a residence of the bishops of Bangor, 
liltile is known of its history, and we learn from Leland that it 
was in rxdns as far back as Henry YHL's reign. It was ono6| 
no doubt, farther from the sea, the waves having washed away 
the cliffs. Human bones have at times been discovered amongst 
the debris. 

' After leaving the abbey, the shore of Conway bay is left, 
some flat ground is passed on the right, and pleasant views are 
liad on the left of villas perched amongst the limestone crags, 
and then the town of Llandudno is entered. 

Having made the circuit of the headland, the pedestrian will 
enjoy a ramble amongst the rocks, and on the summit of the 
mU. By ascending above the baths to the skating-rink, and to 
the top of the Pen y Ddinas height, where an ancient British or 
Boman camp is said to have formerly stood, a charming view is 
gaiaed of the whole town and bay, smd across the level tract to 
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the Conway bay, with the hills from Little Onne's Head, past 
the heights of Bodafon, Gloddaeth and Maelgwn, to the 
Denbigh hills, Conway Monntain, Penmaen Bach, Y Foel Llns, 
Tal y Fan, Y Foel Fras, and Penmaen Mawr; the zocks of 
Great Orme's Head, in the rear, present a pictnresqne appear- 
ance. The quarries, where most of the stone for building 
Llandudno has been obtained, are worth a visit. The top of 
the headland may be reached from the quarries by a rugged 
path which winds amongst the picturesque terraces of limestone 
rock. Every turn presents new and attractive views of the town 
and the bay, Conway bay, and the sea, and the mountains 
previously named. It is pleasant to wander on the uneven 
summit, over the smooth tiirf and ledges of rock, and past the 
cottages to the little church, and the old semaphore station, 
wiUi an ever-varying and lovely prospect of sea, mountain, and 
vfJe. 

Another way to St. Tudno's church, and to the top of the 
Great Orme, is to bend to the left, at the end of the Parade, 
and ascend by a steep, winding road. The Maen Sigl (rocking 
stone) or Cryd Tudno (cradle of St. Tudno) may be visited by 
leaving the road, when past the stone quarries, and ascending 
the hill on the right. It is a long, nat stone, resting upon 
others, and slightly rocks when persons are seated on opposite 
ends of it. Betuming to the road, a cromlech will be seen near 
» few cottages, and a chapel, just before arriving at Ihe dis- 
used workingB of some old copper mines. It consists of four 
upright stones, forming a semicircle, with a flat stone laid on 
the top of them, and near it is a small mound. The copper 
mines are generally supposed to have been worked by the 
Bomans, and, in earlier times, by the British, for within some 
ancient worldngs implements of bone and stone, and tools of 
bronze, and spear heads, are said to have been found. They 
are reputed to have been extremely rich, yielding, within a 
period often or twelve years previous to 1848, ore to the value of 
a quarter of a million sterling. By ascending the hill behind 
the cromlech, a good view is obtained of Conway bay, Penmaen 
Mawr, Penmaen Bach, and other mountains, Llandudno, 
St. (George's bay, and the sea as far as Bhyl. Continuing 
westward on the ridge, there is a lovely view of tiie coast firom 
()onway castle to the Menai Strait, Anglesey, and Pufi&n island, 
and many high mountains. On the highest point of the head- 
land is an old semaphore station, erected in 1841 by the trostees 
of the Liverpool docks, and now used as an inn. Fartiier 
westward, at the end of ihe headland, is a spring of pure water, 
and on the N. side stands the old church of St. Tudno. During 
the summer months, hundreds of people come from Llandudno 
to this church on Sundays, when me weather is fine, and as the 
edifice will not accommodate such numbers, service is often 
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held in the churchyard, where an old wooden pnlpit stands for 
the purpose. Few places could be found more suitable for 
public devotion, for whilst standing in this retired spot, amidst 
the relics of the dead, the worshipper has above him the blue 
vault of heaven, and deep below the murmuring waves of the 
ocean, with a broad expanse of water only bounded by the 
distant coasts of the Isle of Man, Scotland, Cumberland, and 
Lancashire. 

St. Tudno was an ancient British saint, of whom little is 
known. The name Llandudno is evidently derived from Llan^ 
a sacred enclosure or parish, and Tudno, altered to Dudno. 
St. Tudno's cburch was anciently the only place of worship in 
the neighbourhood, and its graveyard is the only burial place 
of its parishioners. On one headstone we read the following : — 
'* In loving remembrance of Leonard Bright (son of John 
Bright, M.P., and Margaret Elizabeth, his wife), who died at 
Llandudno, November 8th, 1864, aged nearly 6 years. * And 
there shall be one fold and one shepherd.' '' * The old church 
having become dilapidated, and the roof having been blown off 
during a severe storm in 1839, divine service was for some time 
discontinued, but in 1855 the church was restored at the expense 
of Mr. W. H. Reece, of Birmingham, as a token of gratitude for 
the recovery of his only daughter during her stay at Llandudno. 
The two incised slabs, or coffin-lids, now placed vertically in the 
walls of the chancel, were found cast aside in the graveyard in 
1843. They are of elegant design, and supposed to be not more 
recent than the thirteenth century, and to commemorate some 
persons of noble birth. A carriage-road leads &om the church 
to the town. Near the place is a reservoir, from which Llan- 
dudno is partly supplied with water. 

After travelling round Great Orme's Head, the visitor ought 
to hire a boat, sail at the foot of the cliffs, and have a peep at 
the hollows, denominated the Oaves, which have been formed 
by the action of the waves. When seen firom the water, the 
town, with its semicircular bay, noble headland on either side, 
and outliers of mountains in the background, presents a charm* 
ing scene. As the boat passes under the cUffs of the Great 
Onne, the stranger will be impressed with their wild character, 
and the boatman will point out the Pigeon's Oave, Dutchman's 
Gave, Hornby's Oave, and the Llech Oave. There is a tradition 
that the latter was once fitted up, and used as a pleasure house, 
l)v a member of the Mostyn family. A ledge in the rock, called 
the Stewaid's Bench, which is covered about two feet in depth 
at high water, is said to derive its name from the fact that the 

* Llandudno is John Bright's favourite resort. His son Leonard, 
a short time before death, expressed a desire to be interred in St. 
Tudno's churchyard. 

8« B. B> 
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steward of the same family was compelled to sit there, naked^ 
during the washing of two tides, if convicted of wronging any 
of the tenants. The HombY Gave is the scene of the shipwreck 
of the ' Hornby ' in 1824, when all on board but one perished. 

I«ittle Omie's Head. 

This 18 the promontory on the E. side of the bay, distant 
from the Great Orme Im. in a direct line, and 2}m. by the road 
along the shore. It is a pleasant place for a stroll, and com- 
mands views of great beauty. 

On gaining the R end of the bay, the road quits the shore, 
slightly ascends, and winds between the heights of Little 
Orme*s Head and Bryn y Bia, with distant views of Puffin 
island and Anglesey. Before losing sight of the whole of the 
town of Llandudno, a path will be seen on the left, which 
leads under the rocks, and ascends the Little Orme. Here 
a view is gained of Golwyn bay, and the coast as far as Rhyl, 
and when the summit of the neadland is reached, the tourist 
gazes on a wide - spreading and lovely prospect. In one 
direction St. George's buy is seen below, with the town of 
Llandudno, and the eye surveys also Great Orme's Head, 
Conway bay, and the sea away to the Menai Strait, Anglesey, 
and Puffin island ; with Penmaen Mawr, Penmaen Bach, Con- 
Vay Mountain, Tal y Fan, Y Foel Fras, and a host of other 
heights. Turning in the opposite direction, there is Colwyn 
bay, the coast away past Bhyl, a broad expanse of ocean, and, 
to the E., a wide tract of hill and dale. The great charm of 
the picture is thnt there is such an extent of coast, with the 
sea divided into large, beautiful bays, of diversified character, 
and the town and bay, with the limestone terraces of Great 
Orme's Head, have a most attractive appearance. 

The summit of the hill is uneven, being divided into little 
hillocks and hollows, covered with sward, and with ledges and 
bosses of rock; and the stranger may wander about in com- 
plete seclusion, obtaining excellent views at every step. By 
keeping near the edge of the precipice, a glance is obtained down 
wild, perpendicular clitfs of limestone ; and at the N.E. side of 
the hill is a pretty little creek, in which are one or tw^o large 
detached masses of rock. This is a quiet nook, where the 
visitor to Llandudno may saunter, and with a book for com- 
panion, spend a pleasant summer afternoon. 

Beneath the cliffs of Little Orme's Head there are two 
caverns, which can only be visited by boat. They are named 
« The White Church," and the "Devil's Cave;" the stranger 
may sail into the latter at a proper state of the tide. 
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Llandudno to Conway^ by Boad. 

4 Miles. 

Proceeding in a S.E. direction, the church and hamlet of 
lianrhos, or Eglwys Bhoe, are gained, l^m. from Llandudno. 
Here are two inns, and a school. This parish, along with those 
of Llandudno, and Llangystenyn, forms the district denominated 
Creuddyn, a detached part of Gamaryonshire, comprising the 
whole of the peninsula between Conway and Llandudno. The 
S. transept of Llanrhos church contains the mausoleum of the 
ancient &mily of the Mostyns. 

A few yards beyond the hamlet, a road on the right leads in 
the direction of Deganwy castle, and another on the left to 
Gloddaeth. 

Deganwy castle appears to have been very extensive, and to 
have included two small hills, and an intervening hollow. 
Very slight traces remain — only one or two patches of walls in 
the hollow, and strips of masonry here and ^ere along the 
sides and on the tops of the hills ; but mounds of grass-grown 
debris are on every hand. Directly below is the Conway 
estuary, and there is a fine view across the water to the 
bridges, town, and castle of Conway; and in the distance, to 
Anglesey and PutOn island. Prominent, are the Conway 
Mountain, Penmaen Bach, Penmaen Mawr, Tal y Fan, and 
other heights. Across a tract of level land are Llandudno and 
Great Orme*s Head ; and to the E. the Denbigh hills and the 
sea in the direction of Bbyl. The castle occupies a prominent 
place in Welsh history. 

Upon the hill of Bryniau, distant }m. northward, are the 
mins of a tower. Various have been the conjectures as to the 
object for which it was used, the most plausible being that it 
was an outpost in connection with Deganwy or Conway ; some 
suppose it to have been a Boman watch-tower. 

Gloddaeth is situated in a beautiful, well-wooded district, 
less than a mile to the E. of Llanrhos. It is the ancient seat of 
the Mostyn family, and was built by Sir Thomas Mcstyn in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth ; recently extensive alterations have 
been made in the building. The entrance hall has a venerable, 
baronial look, with open-timber roof, antique fire-place, and 
heraldic emblazonments. A valuable collection of rare books 
and manuscripts, illustrative of Welsh history and literature, 
which formerly existed here, has been removed to Mostyn hall 
in Flintshire, the principal seat of the present Lord Mostyn. 
Strangers are seldom allowed admittance to the mansion of 
Gloddaeth, but they can stroll along the roads and footpaths 
which pass through the estate, and few will visit the spot once 
without longing to return to it, to enjoy the shade and solitude 

E 2 
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of its dense woods, and the pictniesque views which are obtained 
at every turn. On a hill oehind tke hall are said to be traces 
of a maze, much larger than the one at Hampton Court. From 
Gloddaeth, the traveller may return to Llcmdudno, by way of 
Penrhyn and Little Orme's Head. 

A znile to the S.E. of Llanrhos and Gloddaeth, is the old 
mansion of Bodysgallen, pictoresquely perched amongst dense 
woods on the side of an eminence of Umestoue rocks. It was 
formerly the seat of the Wynns, and is now the property of the 
Mostyn family, and tenanted by Mr. M. D. HoUins. Strangers 
are permitted to visit the grounds &om' two to five o'clock 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Lovely views are commanded of 
the vale of Conway, Llandudno and Colwyn bays, and the range 
of the Carnarvonshire mountains. A pleasant path leads 
through the woods behind the house to some pictiiresque rocks, 
and the mansion of Marl, situated ^ul distant. 

Betuming to the road leading fiom Llandudno to Conway, a 
slight ascent is made when about a mile from Llanrhos, and 
then there is an extensive prospect, including the Conway 
estuary, bridges, town, and castle, the Denbighshire and 
Conway hills, and the higher and more distant mountains of 
Tal y Fan, Pen Llithrig, and Camedd Llewelyn. A descent is 
made past the village of Tywyn, and the shore of the estuaiy is 
skirted to Llandudno junction. The road then eonmiancis a 
beautiful view across the bay to Anglesey and Puffin island, 
and after traversing an embeoikment, and crossing the Conway 
river by the suspension bridge, the town of Conway is entered 
close to the castle. 

Llandudno to Conway, by Bail. 

Leaving the station, there are fine views of both Great and 
Little Orme's Head, with houses pleasantly situated on titie side 
of the former. On the right Penmaen Mawr and Penmaen 
Bach appear, and immediately afterwards the coast of Anglesey 
and Puffin island. The railway then skirts Conway bay, with 
the Conway Mountain on the opposite side. Passing D^ganwy 
station, the small heights, upon which formerly stood Deganwy 
castle, overhang on me left; and, across the estuary on the 
right, the castle and town of Conway appear. }m. farther is 
Llandudno junction, then the river Conway is crossed bv the 
tubular bridge, and after passing beneath the walls of the 
casUe and town, the Conway station is reached. 

Ascent of the Bodafon and Oloddaeth Hills. 

The tourist may have a short, agreeable ramble from Llan- 
dudno to the tops of the Bodafon and Gloddaeth hlUa, situated 
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between Little Orme*s Head and the hamlet of Llanrhos. The 
whole circuit will be about dm., and may be varied in many 
ways. Ascending from the shore, and leaving the Little Orme*s 
Head on the left, a point is gained where four roads meet. 
Here branch to the right for 100 yards, and, at a cottage, com- 
mence the ascent of the Bodafon hill. After a few minutes' 
climb over ledges of limestone, the summit is reached, and a 
glorious view obtained in every direction. After resting for a 
time on the enchantments of Great Orme's Head and the Llan- . 
dudno town and bay, the eye turns to the sea at Colwyn, and 
along the coast past Bhyl, and then glances back to the bay of 
CoQway, and the distant shores of Anglesey and Puffin island. 
Beyond the little vales and limestone hills around Gloddaeth 
and BodysgalJen, is the high ground of Denbighshire, and 
behind the fine old town and castle of Conway rise the 
mountains of Penmaen Mawr, Tal y Fan, Y Foel Fras, Carnedd 
Llewelyn, Pen Llithrig, and Moel Siabod. 

Descending a little, and passing two or three cottages, the 
height of Gloddaeth is readied, at the point where stands the 
half of an old windmill. The Gloddaeth woods are on the E; 
Bide of the mill, and in th&t direction there is a fine view of hill 
and dale, stretching away to the distant high ground of 
Denbighshire ; also the sea past Colwyn bay to Hhyl, and the 
estuary of the Dee. The pedestrian should then keep a wall 
and the wood on the left, as far as the S.W. side of the Mil, 
where he will obtain an extensive and charming prospect. 

A steep descent leads to a farmhouse, whence ro6kds go direct 
to Llandudno, and to the hamlet of Llanrhos. By following a 
green path to the left, and passing through a gate between the 
Gloddaeth and Maelgwn hills, the walk may be extended, 
through pleasant, shady woods, to Gloddaeth halL 



Ascent of the Hills between Bodysgallen and 

IilandriUo. 

One of the most delightful walks in the neighbourhood of 
Llandudno is on the range of limestone hills between Bodys- 
gallen and Llandrillo. 

Passing through the wood behind Bodysgallen, and gaining 
the top of the hill directly above Marl, there is a view in one 
direction across the heights and woods of Gloddaeth to Llan- 
dudno, Great Orme's Head, Puffin island, Anglesey, and the 
8ea; and on the opposite side to the bay, river, aad town of 
Conway, with high mountains behind stretching from Penmaen 
Mawr to Oamedd Llewelyn. 

As the traveller wends his way to the N.E., over the soft 
green turf on the summit of this undulatiDg ridge, he inhales 
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the pore mountain and sea breezes, and has constantly varying 
views on every side, the channs of which are enhanced by the 
feeling of perfect seclusion. If ** solitude sometimes is best 
society," here surely he will find it to be so. Presently he 
arrives on the Fabo hill, where he may rest awhile on the 
wooden bench above the limestone quarries, and dwell with 
admiration on the surpassingly beautiM panorama spread below 
him on every side ; and if he be a mountaineer, the grand array 
of near and distant heights will probably remind him of many 
happy days' excursions. 

After continuing the walk a short distance farther, a point is 
gained where the ocean is seen in one direction across to 
Beaumaris, Anglesey, and Puffin island ; and in the other to 
Colwyn bay, Bhyl, and the estuary of the Dee. 

On arriving at the bold escarpment at the £. end of the ridge, 
a descent has to be made by a path to some cottages, and a 
stream crossed by a wooden foot-bridge. A steep ascent leads 
to the top of the Bryn Euryn hill, where slight traces will be 
seen of an ancient camp or fort. It is the legendary site of a 
castle which was the residence of Prince Maelgwn Gwynedd, 
in the sixth century. It commands fine prospects of sea, moun- 
tain, and dale. 

A descent may be made past the mins of Flas Bryn Euryn 
to the road leading from Llandrillo to Llandudno ; or Colwvn 
bay may be vibited, and the return journey accomplished by 
rau. 

Llandudno to Llandrillo yn Bhos and Colwyn Bay* 

5} Miles. 

The tourist may undertake this journey ill a carriage, or he 
may walk to Colwyn bay, and return to IJandudno by rail. 

Leaving Llandudno by the Crescent and shore road, Little 
Orme's Head is passed, and when the town and bay are lost to 
sight, a bend is made to the left, where three roads meet. There 
is })ere a steep descent, with Llandrillo yn Bhos chiurck and 
part of Colwyn bay seen across a level tract direct in front. On 
reaching the foot of the hill, the houses of Penrhyn hamlet will 
be observed amongst the limestone rocks on the right, and 
below them is the old fiEumhouse of Penrhyn. 

The traveller can proceed by footpath past Penriiyn )arm to 
Gloddaeth, Im. distant. For Colwyn bay he will cross the 
level land, and ascend to Llandrillo yn Khos church, a sub- 
stantial-looking edifice with a massive square tower. The 
windows of the church are filled with beautiftil stained glass. 
Close by are the Ship inn, and the ivy-clad ruins of Plas Bryn 
Euryn, at the foot of Bryn Euryn hill. These ruins are said by 
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some to be of unknown antiquity, and others maintain that they 
are part of an Elizabethan mansion. They are also supposed to 
be the remains of a residence of Ednyfed Yyohan, a chieftain of 
great power in Anglesey in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, and the able general and miuister of Llewelyn the 
Great. 

A road branching to the left leads to Bhos Fynach, situated 
}m. distant on the sea-shore, where a few houses have recently 
been buUt, and the Rhos Abbey hotel, commanding a pleasant 
view across the Golwyn bay. Many persons come here daily at 
low tide to see the fish caught at the weir, a large enclosure on 
the shores, of triangular shape, formed of stones and stakes, and 
arranged so that the only way out for the water is by a grating 
at one of the angles. Salmon, herrings, mackerel, &c., are 
sometimes caught in large quantities, and are taken with 
landing nets, and sent at once, generally, to the Llandudno 
market. 

Close to the shore, a few hundred yards W. of the weir, is 
Oapel Saint Trillo, a very small, plain, old building, which 
covers a spring of water. 

The tourist can walk along the shore and over Little Orme's 
Head to Llandudno, or he may proceed in the opposite direction 
to Golwyn. From Llandrillo yn Bhos church a road leads 
direct to Golwyn, which is a pleasant, homely, sea-side resort, 
situated on a low cliff at the base of wooded ground, conmiand- 
ing a view across a large semicircular bay. From Golwyn the 
tourist may walk at ebb tide along the broad tract of sand, past 
Abergele and Bhyl, to the estuary of the Dee, and there are 
attractive walks inland amongst the woods and hills. The 
Golwyn bay hotel is a large, excellent house, close to the rail- 
way station and the shore. The Pwllycrochan hotel is charm- 
ingly situated about ^m. inland, in the midst of its own exten- 
sive and well-wooded groimds. It weis formerly the private 
residence of Dowager Lady ErsMne. There are also the Goed- 
pella hotel, the Imperial hotel close to the station, and other good 
hotels and lodging-houses. 

Im. E. of the Golwyn bay station is the Golwyn village, the 
church, and the marine hotel. The traveller might walk hence 
along the road to Llanddulas, passing over the headland of 
Penmaen Bhos, where Bichard II. is said to have been taken 

frisoner by the adherents of Bolingbroke, afterwards Henry 
v., wh^n on his way from Gonway castle. The road runs over 
the headland, about a hundred yards from the perpendicular 
cliffs, and the railway passes out of sight through a tunnel 
beneath. From the highest point, the i-oad commands a view 
in front to Abergele, Bhyl, the estuary of the Dee, and the 
hills on the forther side of the Yale of Glwyd, and in the rear 
lu;ro88 Golwyn bay, to the Great and the Little Orme's Head and 
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the Gloddaeth hills ; whilst on the left is a wide ocean view. 
Abergele is 4m. distant, passing Llanddnlas and the grounds of 
Gwrych castle. 

Llanddnlas is a bnsy place, hundreds of workmen heing em- 
ployed in the limestone quarries. The traveller can either 
return to Golwyn and Llandudno by train, or extend the walk 
inland to Llysfaen, a village where are limestone heights 
commanding beautiful and extensive prospects. 

Llandudno to the ICenai Strait, by Steamer. 

During the summer season an excursion packet sails occa- 
sionally between Llcmdudno and the Menai Strait, calling at 
Beaumaris and Bangor, and then proceeding to the Menai 
village, near the suspension and tubular bridges. Occasionally 
it sails right through the strait, and under the bridges to Car- 
narvon. After remaining a few hours, to allow passengers an 
opportunity of visiting places of interest, the boat returns to 
Llandudno the same day. Some persons, in order to vary the 
tour, may prefer coming back by train. 

On steaming out of the bay at Llandudno, the town presents 
a beautiful aspect, with the mountains in the background, and 
on the left the Little Orme's Head and the coast in the direction 
of Rhyl ; the rocks of Great Orme's Head also are noble objects 
seen as the boat sails close at their feet. Presently the coast of 
Anglesey comes in view, and on- passing the lighthouse, which 
is high overhead, the tourist will be interested in watching 
how obiect after object is displayed, with almost magical effect, 
until there is a lovely scene, embracing an extensive bay, 
bounded on either side by Pulffin island .and Great Orme's 
Head, between which extends the sea-board from Anglesey 
to the Conway river, including the entrance to the Menai 
Strait, the villages of Llanfairfechan and Penmaenmawr, the 
heights of Penmaen Mawr and Penmaen Bach, and lofty 
tnountains in the background. 

In fine weather the steamer sails round Priestholm or Puffin 
island, and between that isle and Anglesey, passing Penmon 
lighthouse, where the prospect is superbly picturesque. On 
calling at the quiet little town of Beaumaris, the stranger will 
glance with interest at the low, ivy-mantled ruins of the castle, 
and the mansion and grounds of Baron Hill, the seat of Sir 
B. M. L. W. Bulkeley, Bart. Bangor and the Menai Strait and 
bridges now come fully in view, with a thickly-wooded coast 
on either side, and mountains in the distance ; there are also in 
view, the coast from Priestholm and Beaumaris to Penmaen 
Mawr, and Great Orme's Head — a happy combination of moun- 
tain, wood, and water. 

Leaving Bangor, the stranger will be delighted with the sail 
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along the strait, having on either side pretty wooded banks, 
dotted with mansions, and in front the suspension and tubular 
bridges. 

Conway. 

Conway, situated at the mouth of the Conway river, close 
to a range of high mountains, is one of the most romantic and 
interesting places in Wales. Its principal attractions are its 
castle, its walls, and its tubular and suspension bridges — a 
combination of mediseval art and modern engineering skill 
rarely equalled. 

The high, embattled walls form a triangle, said to resemble 
a Welsh harp, each side bein^ nearly fm. long. They are 
surrounded by a fosse, and contain twenty-seven round towers, 
the three largest being the entrance gates, named respectively, 
Y Perth Uchaf, or Upper C^te, Y Forth Isaf, or Lower Gate, 
and Forth y Felin, or Mill Gate. Y Forth Uchaf was guarded 
by a drawbridge. The old town is very snug and compact, but 
recently many houses have been built outside the waUs. The 
population is 1900. The castle and the walls were built at the 
same time as Beaumaris and Carnarvon, by King Edward I., who 
placed here a colony of English as a means of keeping the Welsh 
in subjection. The king made Conway a free borough, granting 
a charter containing many privileges, and it was ordered that 
no Jews or Welshmen should reside within the walls. There 
anciently existed here an abbey of Cistercians, which was 
fotmded by the first Llewelyn in 1185, and became much 
celebrated in Wales, possessing a magnificent library, and 
being entrusted with the custody of public records. It was 
the place of sepulture of many illustrious members of the royal 
blood, but this could not save it from destruction. It was 
levelled to the ground to make way for the new town, and the 
monks were removed to Maenan, 10m. farther up the vale, near 
Llanwrst 

Conway is governed by a mayor, four aldermen, and twelve 
Gouncilmen. Almost all the old houses and narrow streets have 

S'ven way to modem improvements. Flas Mawr ("the Great 
ansion "), in High Street, erected in 1577 by Bobert Wynn 
of Gwydyr, and now occupied by some poor families, and as an 
infant school, is worth a visit, the inside being decorated with 
fantastic carving. The church, which formerly belonged to the 
abbey, contains a richly carved oaken screen, and an old font. 

Conway is well provided with hotels, the principal being the 
Castle, in High Street, an excellent house. The place has long 
been celebrated for the pearl mussels which are found in the 
river. There are two kinds, salt-water and fresh-water mussels. 
The latter are procured high up the river, near Llanrwdt ; and 
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pearls are sometimes obtained from them, little inferior to 
oriental ones. 

^ Conway castle, now a rain, is one of the most aniqne and 
picturesque of our ancient fortresses, its peculiar style of archi- 
tecture giving it an oriental aspect, that reminds the spectator 
of the part Edward I., its founder, had taken in the wars of the 
Crusades. It was built in 1284, from designs by Henry de 
Elreton, the architect of Carnarvon castle. It stands on a steep 
rock, two sides being washed by an arm of the river, and the 
remaining two facing the town. On the land side was a moat, 
crossed by a drawbridge. A small entrance, well defended, 
communicated with the river by narrow, winding steps cut in 
the rock. The walls were of great thickness, and flanked by 
eight vast circular embattled towers, each of which was sur- 
mounted by a slender watch-tower, singularly graceful and 
elegant, and commanding an extensive view of the adjacent 
country, The principal entrance led by a few steps to a 
spacious terrace, protected by five small towers, and intervening 
walls ; thence through a gateway, protected by a portcuUlB, to 
the larger court. This contained on the S. side the noble hall, 
which was 130 feet long, 32 wide, and of proportionate height. 
At the £. end there was a chapel with a laigo window. The 
roof was supported by eight fine Gk>thio arches, two of which 
remain. The hall was lighted by nine windows, six lancet* 
shaped, looking upon the creek, and three larger and pointed, 
looking towards the court. Beneath, there were extensive 
vaults fur ammunition and provisions. At the E. end of the 
Courtis the reservoir, which is traditionally reported to have been 
supplied with water by pipes from a distant well. Around 
an inner court were disposed a suite of private apartments, and 
a state room. Two of the towers of the castle were respectively 
styled the King's tower, and the Queen's tower. Edward spent 
a Christmas iiere, accompanied by his consort Eleanor, and 
a brilliant court. Bichard II. rested a few days at Conway 
castle when on his way from Ireland, shortly before his depo* 
sition. During Henry IV.'s reign, some partisans of Owen 
Glyndwr stormed and took the castle, but it soon afterwards 
fell again into the hands of the English. Williams, Archbishop 
of York, a native of Conway, secured the castle for Charles I. on 
the outbreak of hostilities between the king and parliament. 
Afterwards, the bishop was superseded by Prince Bupert in the 
command of North Wales, and, espousing the popular cause, he 
assisted the parliamentary army, under the command of Greneral 
Mytton, in relieving the town. James I. granted the castle to 
the Earl of Conway, for a nominal rent, and, at the Bestoration, 
that fomily reasserted their rights, and dismantled the fortress, 
removing the lead, timber, iron, and other valuables to their 
residence in Ireland. The ruin is now in the possession of the 
Erskine family. 



CONWAY TO BETTWS Y COED. 59 

The suspension and tabular bridges, spanning the Conway, 
are similar to those over the Menai Strait, but on a smaller 
scale. 

The suspension, or chain bridge, is an elegant structure, 
designed by Telford. It is constructed on beautiful but very 
simple engineering principles. It was commenced in 1822, and 
completed in four years. 

The tubular bridge, through which run the trains of the 
Chester and Holyh^td railway, is alongside, and parallel with 
the suspension bridge, but, although far more interesting than 
the latter, in a scientific point of view, it will not be pleasing to 
the eye of the artist The engineer who planned and brought 
to perfection this monument of engineering skill, was Robert 
Stephenson, son of George Stephenson; and he was greatly 
assisted in the undertaking by Mr. William Fairbaim, who 
determined by experiments the shape and details of the tubes, 

Conway to Bettws y Coed, by Bail. 

14 Miles. 

From the Conway station the train passes under the walls of 
the town, and close at the foot of the castle, then crosses the 
Conway estuary by the tubular bridge. 

Leaving Llandudno punction, the E. bank of the Conway 
river is skirted, and views are obtained of the estuary, the 
castle, the bridges, and the town of Conway, with the near hills 
and distant mountains in the backgroimd. After passing the 
station of LlansanfEraid Glan Conwy, the Benarth hill hides 
the town of Conway, and the railway runs close by the side of 
the river, which gradually loses its estuarine character, and 
winds amidst pleasant meadows, with high ground opposite, 
extending to the top of the Tal y Fan mountain range. When 
beyond ine Tal y Cafn station, the mountain peaks in the 
direction of Camedd Llewelyn become attractive, and, flowing 
from them, may be seen the streams which have their sources in 
the tarns Llyn Dulyn, Llyn Eigiau, and Llyn Cowlyd; and 
which form the Forth Uwyd and Dolgarrog waterfiUls. 
Gradually the vale narrows, and becomes bounded on either side 
by richly-wooded heights. The site of the Maenan sibbey is 
XMtssed, Trefriw village is seen prettily situated on the opposite 
side of the vale, and then Llanrwst station is entered. Very 
little of the town is visible, the railway passing through a 
tunnel and deep cutting, but the traveller obtains a glimpse of 
the bridge and the church, and also of the mansion of Gwydyr 
castle. 

The journey hence to Bettws y Coed is along meadows, by the 
side of the river, and at the base of cli£& densely wooded, and 
capped with pine. 
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Conway to Trefriw, by Boat up the Biver. 

During the summer months a small steamer sails daily (Sun- 
days excepted) up the river with the tide, as far as TreMw, 
and returns after remaining a very short time. 

The scenery during the Journey, though very pleasant, has 
received much exaggerated praise. It is chiefly of a pastoral 
character, without anything wild or peculiarly striking, and the 
low hills approach too near the banks of the stream to allow of 
many exquisite meadow landscapes. 

On leaving Conway there is a fine view of the castle, the 
town, the walls, and tubular bridge; and, on rounding the 
wooded hill of Benarth, these disappear, and then the village of 
Uansanffraid Glan Conwy comes in sight, situated at the foot 
of the Denbighshire hills ; and in the distance, on the Carnar- 
vonshire side, are gradually seen the mountains Moel Eilio, 
Pen Llithrig, Pen Helyg, Camedd Llewelyn, Y Foel Fras, and 
Tal y Fan. The river, which is at first Im. broad, quiddy 
narrows, and becomes a moderate-sized, placid stream, winding 
past green, sloping banks and meadows, with the neighbouring 
tiillB and distant mountains generally r^ected as if in a mirror. 
5m. from Conway, an artificial mount, called Bryn y Castell, 
and Tal y Cafn ferry are passed, and Im. farther the church 
of Caerhun, which stands on the site of an ancient Boman 
station. Presently the streams which have their sources in 
Llyn Dulyn and Llyn Eigiau, are seen descending on the right, 
the latter brook flowing down rocks, and forming the cascades of 
Forth Llwyd. Bocky, wooded clifis now rise on either hand from 
near the banks of itie stream. After passing on the left a 
house occupying the ancient site of Maenan abbey, and on the 
right the IDolgarrog falls, and the Trefriw wells and baths, the 
passengers are landed at the Belle Vue hotel, close to the 
village of Tie&iw. 

Ascent of the Conway Mountain, and of 
Fenmaen Bach, and Allt Wen. 

Visitors staying at Llandudno, or at any other of the sea-side 
resorts in the neighbourhood, may spend a few hours very 
pleasantly, by taking the train to Llandudno junction or Con- 
way, and making the above ascent. 

Leave Conway by the new road for Bangor, and when ^m. 
out of the town, at a toll-gate, branch to the left, and cross the 
railway by a foot-bridge ; then follow a cart-track at the foot of 
a wooded height. Presently a green path will be seen on the 
right, leading to the top of the height, generally denominated 
the Conway Mountain or the Town Hill. Those who quit 
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Conway by the old Bangor road, may reach this point by 
brancblng to the right when a little distance out of the town. 

On gaining the ridge, a beautiful and extensiye Tiew is 
obtained of Conway town and bay, Llandudno, Great Orme's 
Head, Anglesey, and the sea ; also of a wide extent of hilly 
ooantiT up the vale of Llanrwst, and in the direction of Camedd 
Llewelyn. 

The summit of the mountain is found to be divided into a 
number of small hills and hollows, with here and there a boss of 
rock standing above the green sward ; and the lover of moun- 
taineering will delight in bounding from one height to another 
on the smooth turf, while enjoying the bracing air and ever^ 
varying views. Kows of stones, the remains of a fortified camp, 
called Castell Caer Seiont, probably ancient British or Roman, 
forming a square, are met with on the top, and there are indica- 
tions of the circular houses which so frequently occur in the 
neighbourhood of such forts. The prospect here is very lovely^ 
Close below is the Conway bay, with the castle, town, and 
bridges ; and directly opposite are Llandudno and Great O^e's 
Head. Across the Lavan bay, are the Menai Strait, Beaumaris, 
Anglesey, and Puffin island ; and the sea stretching away to the 
N., and in the direction of Bhyl. At the W. end of the ridge on 
which the spectator is standing, are Penmaen Bach, and Allt 
Wen, over which peers the three-cairned summit of Penmaen 
Mawr. 

Descending to a slight hollow, the new road may be gained in 
two or three minutes, in the direction of the reservoir which 
supplies water to Conway, or the old road may be entered at the 
top of the Sychnant pass, by bending to the left. Crossing the 
hollow and passing the Pen y Beran farmhouse, a few enclosed 
fields, and two small sheets of water, the tops of Penmaen Bach 
and Allt Wen are quickly gained. The best plan is to keep on 
the N. side, overlooking the sea, and thus quite easily reach 
the summit of Penmaen Bach, where there is a well-built oaim, 
commanding a fine view. 

After slightly.descending, and passing a few fields, the top of 
Allt Wen IB reached. Here are traces of another ancient forti- 
fication, called Craig y Dinas. A direct descent may be made to 
the Sychnant pass, or a path may be entered between Allt Wen 
and Penmaen Bach, and the hill skirted in the direction of the 
hamlet^ behind the wall of Pendyffiyn park. 

ABcent of Camedd Llewelyn, from Conway. 

Gamedd Llewelyn, 3482 feet above the sea, is the highest 
moontain in the range extending from Penmaen Mawr to the 
pass of Nant Ffrancon. The summit may be attained much 
more easily from Capel Curig, Bethesda, Aber, and other pUoes, 
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than from Conway ; but the pmotised monntaineer, anxious id 
have a long day on the hills, may prefer making the ascent from 
the latter place. If the joorney be found too fritiguing, it may 
be shortened at pleasure, and a descent made either to the vale 
of Llanrwst, on the £., or, on the W., in the direction of Aber, 
or Bethesda. 

Starting from Conway, by the old Bangor road, the hilly 
ground on the left is entered, where a gate crosses the way, 
or at a point a little higher, and then a gradual ascent is 
made, with excellent views of Conway town, castle, and river. 
Great Orme's Head is also seen, and in front rises the height of 
Tal y Fan. Entering an imeven moorland plateau, covered with 
short grass, bunches of gorse, and bosses of rock, the best plan 
is to keep dose behind a wall for some distance, passing, in one 
place, what appears to be the remains of a small stone circle. 
By branching a few yards to the right, and attaining slighUy 
higher ground, a view is had of the top of Penmaen Mawr, Craig 
y Fedwen, Y Foel Llus, the sea, and the Half-way house at the 
nead of the Fairy glen. A small height, with a few large stones 
upon it, now hides Tal y Fan. This may be skirted along its 
E. shoulder, or ascended in a few minutes. The tourist will 
here begin to enjoy the pure mountain breeze, and feel imbued 
with the freedom and spirit of the hills. At the large stones, 
which apparently have been brought during the glacial period, 
there is a good ocean view, from Anglesey to near Rhyl, and 
as far northwards as the eye can reach. The top of Penmaen 
Mawr is first visible, and to the right of it is Anglesey ; then 
Craig y Fedwen, Y Foel Llus, Allt Wen. Penmaen Bach, Conway 
Mountain, Great and Little Orme's Head, part of Llandudno, 
and the Denbighshire hills. Conway town and castle are fuUy 
seen, and also parts of the river. A few yards farther on, 
Puffin island comes in sight, with fairy-like effect, through the 
hollow on the left of Craig y Fedwen. The old church of Llan 
Gelynin is observed in^a secluded situation on the eastern spur 
of Tal y Fan. 

After crossing a slight depression, where there is a large 
upright stone, and a few dilapidated huts, 1372 feet above the 
sea, and, close by on the left, two or three cottages and enclosed 
plots of ground, a steep climb has to be made to the summit of 
Tal y Fan. An old slate quarry will be observed on the breast 
of the hill, about one-third of the way up, and perhaps the best 
plan is to take tliat direction. On the top, 1912 feet, is seen a 
cairn, with a large pole fixed in it. The prospect is very exten- 
sive. To the S. and S.W. are a number of high mountains, in- 
cluding Llwydmor Uchaf, Y Drosgl, Y Foel Fras, Camedd Llew- 
elyn, Pen Helyg, Pen Llithrig, and Moel Siabod. The Conway 
river is in sight through almost its whole length, and beyond it 
are the hills of Denbighshire. The most attractive view, how- 
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«yer, is to the N. and N.E. The sea covers a wide area, bein^ 
apparently divided dose at hand into a number of bays. Most 
of Anglesey is seen, and also Beanmaris to the left of Penmaen 
Mawr, and Puffin island to the right of that height. Then' 
there are Y Foel Llus, Allt Wen, Penmaen Bach, Conway Moun- 
tain, Great Orme's Head, Llandudno, Little Orme's Head, and 
the sea in the direction of Bhyl. Conway castle and town are 
also in full view ; and, in clear weather, the Isle of Man and 
Cumberland. 

After threading amongst large rocks for ten or twelve minutes, 
the top (2000 feet) of the western end of Tal y Pan is gained. 
The look-out here is much the same as tliat from the eastern 
end, with the addition of a larger extent of Anglesey, the Menai 
Strait and bridges, Penrhjrn castle, and Bangor. After de* 
scending a little, the top of the adjoining heigljt of Foel Lwyd is 
reached, where the view only uightly varies from that just 
described. The village of Llanfairfechan lies in the hollow 
on the right, and the path is traced which leads from Aber 
through the gap of Bwlch y Ddeufaen to the village of Bo, in the 
Conway vale. Uamedd Llewelyn is out of sight, but Y Foel Fras 
is still a pruminent object in froat Descending to the top of 
the pass, a direct climb must be made up the smooth slope on 
the opposite side to the top of Y Drosgl mountain. 

By skirting the north-western shoulders of Tal y Fan and Foel 
Lwyd, the Bwlch y Ddeufaen pass might be gained without as- 
cending those mountains. The top of the pass, 1442 feet above 
the sea, is a solitary, desolate spot. There is a large stone 
standing, and another laid prostrate, whicii have probably for 
many oeaturies marked the spot, and guided the traveller, for 
this is supposed to have been the great highway across the hills 
in the times of the Romans and ancient Britons. 

A good steady climb of thirty or forty minutes enables the 
tourist to scale Y Drosgl, 2182 feet high, where is seen on the 
right Llyn yr Afon tarn, in a secluded recess at the feet of 
Y Foel Fras and Llwydmor Uchaf. The smaller heights of 
Yr Orsedd, Y Foel Ganol, and Y Foel Dduarth, on the right of 
the glen leading to Aber, are beheld ; along with Moel Wnion, 
on the farther side of the dale lecuiing to the Aber falls. On 
the W. are seen the Menai Strait and bridges, Bangor, Beau- 
maris, the whole of Anglesey, and Puffin island. To the N. 
there is a wide tract of sea, with Great Orme's Head and Llan- 
dudno, and the nearer heights of Penmaen Mawr, Y Foel Llus, 
Penmaen Bach, Conway Mountain, Foel Lwyd, and Tal y Fan ; 
also, to the £., the Deubighshire hills on the opposite side of 
the Conway vale. 

After five minutes* walk, over heather, the traveller arrives at 
a large heap of stones, hollowed in the centre, and after another 
twenty minutes' tramp he gains the summit of Drum, 2527 feet 
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above the sea. The heights of Y Foel Fras and Llifv^dmov 
Uchaf, riBing from Llyn yr Afon, present a foi-midable, bulky- 
looking mass. A small part of the summit of Garnedd Llew- 
elyn is visible over the left shoulder of Y Foel Fras ; and 
farther to the left are the heights Pen Helyg, Moel Siabod, and 
Pen Llithrig ; and mountain ridges stretching away for miles, 
with the Denbighshire hills on the farther side of the vale of 
Uanrwst. The finest view is to the N. and N.W., over a wide 
area of the sea, with the Isle of Anglesey spread out map-like. 
The entrance to the Menai Strait is visible; also Beaumaris, 
Puffin island, Great and Little Orme's Head, and the sea away 
to Rhyl. Nearer are the heights Yr Orsedd, Y Foel Ganol, and 

Y Foel Dduarth, leading down to Aber ; also Penmaen Mawr, 

Y Foel Llus, Foel Lwyd, and Tal y Fan. 

A mountain ridge branches from Dram eastwards, in the 
direction of the Conway river, and after passing the height of 
Pen y Gader, ends with Pen y Gaer, upon which are the remains 
of an ancient camp or fort. 

By keeping in a southerly direction, with Llyn yr Afon in 
the hollow on the right, a few bosses of rock are passed, and 
then a plateau covered with heather is crossed, 2402 feet high, 
and a long, gradual ascent is made up the smooth* grassy side 
of Y Foel Fras. On the left is seen Melynllyn tarn, and in 
the same valley, but not visible from this point, is also Llyn 
Dulyn. As the traveller proceeds, Garnedd Llewelyn appears, 
and height after height comes in sight, over a wide area ; views 
are also had of the sea, Llandudno, Conway river, and the 
heights in the direction of Tal y Fan and Penmaen Mawr. 

On gaining the cairn on the summit of Y Foel Fras, 3091 
feet high, there is a most extensive panorama, and on a dear 
day there are visible the Isle of Han, Scotland, Cumber- 
land, and Lancashire, and, some say, also Ireland; in fact, 
from most of the summits of this range of mountains, some, 
or all, of these coasts are to be traced. To the N.W. the 
view includes the Menai Strait and bridges, the whole of 
Anglesey, Bangor, Beaumaris, and Puffin island. Close at 
hand is Llwydmor Uchaf, and to the right of it Penmaen Mawr, 

Y Foel Llus, Penmaen Bach, Allt Wen, Great and Little Orme's 
Head, Llandudno, the sea as far as Rhyl, the smoke of Cheerter, 
Foel Lwyd, Tal y Fan, the river Conway, Denbigh hills, Pen 
Llithrig, and away in the distance the Aran and Cader Idris 
mountains. Nearer are Carnedd Llewelyn, Carnedd Dafydd, 
the peaked summit of Elidyr Fawr, and, more remote, the 
Rivids. The near heights to the W. are Bera Mawr, Bera Bach, 

Y Drosgl, and Moel Wnion. 

If the tourist be unable to continue the journey to Carnedd 
Llewelyn, he might descend from the summit of Y Foel Fras 
by Llyn yr Afon tarn, and follow the stream down the gleu to 
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Aber; or he might walk along the broad moorland plateau, on 
the snmmits of Llwydmor Uchaf and Llwydmor Isaf, situated 
between the tarn and the hollow of Gwm yr Afon Gocb, the 
Bouice of the stream that forms the Aber falls. 

Continuing in the direction of Camedd Llewelyn, much of 
the ground to the N. is out of sight ; but in front, to the S.W., 
there is a grand array of mountains, Camedd Llewelyn present- 
ing a fine bold aspect, and the narrow spur of Yr Elen, with its 
perpendicular front, forming the wild recess of Cwm Caseg. 
Behind Yr Elen peers Camedd Dafydd, and to the right of it, 
the mountains on the opposite side of Nant Ffrancon, with the 
peaked siunmit of Elidyr Fawr prominent in their midst. 

Here, again, the traveller may, if tired, descend in the direc- 
tion of the Aber falls, between the rocky masses of Bera Mawr 
and Bera Bcush, having Cwm yr Afon Goch on the right ; or he 
may follow a path by the S.W. side of Y Drosgl, and thence 
reach either Aber or Bethesda. He might also go eastwards, 
down "one of the valleys leading to the Conway river. 

To reach Camedd Llewelyn, comparatively level ground has 
to be traversed over Yr Arryg and Cefa yr Arryg, with views 
on the right down the valley to Bethesda, Penrhyn slate- 
quarries, Carnarvon bay, Menai Strait, and Anglesey ; and, on 
tibie left, to the wild recesses of Cwm Eigiau, in which is the 
tiny tarn of Ffynnon Llyffaint ; and, all around, are seen high 
mountains, including Moel Siabod, Cader Idris, the Arans, Pen 
LUthrig, Moel EiHo, Tal y Fan, and Y Foel Pras. 

After crossing a miner's track leading from Bethesda to 
Cwm Eigiau, a few rocks and a shepherd's hut are passed, and 
then, a steady climb, up sloping, rocky groimd, past a heap of 
stones, brings the traveller to the oaim on the summit of Car- 
nedd Llewelyn. 

Conway to Bangor, by Boad. 

14 Miles. 

The road between Conway and Bangor runs near the sea- 
coast almost the whole way, and conunands beautiful and varied 
prospects. After passing under the railway, ^m. out of Con- 
way, the traveller proceeds close at the foot of the Conway 
Mountain, which rises to a great height, and occasionally pre- 
sents overhanging rocks that assume fantastic shapes. In one 
plaoe a quarry is worked for stone, which is shipped at a small 

eier, and sent to Liverpool, for repair of roads. The Conway 
ay is close on the right, with Llandudno and part of Great 
Orme's Head on the opposite shore, and in front are seen Puffin 
island and Anglesey. 

2m. firom Conway, the road is cut through the solid rook, at 

8. B. F 
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the northern side of Penmaen Baoh, with romantic overhancf- 
iDg cliffs and precipices, and the sea fifty feet directly below. 
When round the point, Penmaen Mawr becomes a prominent 
object in front, and across an expanse of the ocean are Pulfin 
island and a large tract of the coast of Anglesey. The monn- 
tains here recede a little distance from the shore, and allow 
room for a few cultivated fields, and the prettily wooded 
grounds around the hamlet of Dwygyfylchi. The hills, from 
Penmaen Baoh and Allt Wen to Y Foel Llus, have a pleasing 
aspect, and when the latter height is passed, another range 
comes in view, at the base of which is the yiUeige of Penmaen- 
mawr, distant ^m, from Conway. Here are firm sands for 
bathing, an excellent hotel, and houses well situated on de- 
tached plots of ground rising gently from the shore, with views 
of the sea, across to Llandudno, Great Oime*s Head, Puffin 
island, Anglesey, Beaumaris, and the Menai Strait. Altogether, 
it is a lovely spot, and will probably be preferred by many 
persons to any other in Wales, ^m. W. of the railway station 
the road runs through the little village of Penmaenan, situated 
at the eastern base of Penmaen Hawr mountain. Extensive 
stone quarries are observed high up amongst the rocks of Graig 
Lwyd and Penmaen Mawr, where stones for paving are prepared 
and sent down bv tramway to a wooden pier, and there shipped 
for Liverpool and other towns. 

After a blight asceut. the road runs round the bold headland 
of Penmaen Mawr, with the sea deep below, and perpendicular 
rooks hanging overhead, the mountain rising sheer from the 
ocean to a height of 1553 feet. Jn former times, travellers 
passing round this spot had to take advantage of the ebb of the 
tide, and make their way along the sands. There is a beautiful 
view of the sea, the water forming a magnificent bay, bounded 
on one side by Great Orme's Head, Llandudno, and Penmaen 
Bach, and on the other by Puffin island and Anglesey. Passing 
some quarries, seen at a great height amongst the crags on the 
western side of Penmaen Mawr, the village of Penmaen is left 
behind, and then Llanfairfechan is entered. This is a pleasant 
sea-side resort, with facilities for bathing, and a background 
of mountains suitable for a ramble. On leaving the town, the 
road runs inland about |m. from the shore, and passes through 
a cultivated, well-timbered district, with here and there a 
country mansion, and on the left, hills dothed with wood. 
The height of Penmaen Mawr is a fine object in the rear. On 
arriving at the hamlet of Aber, a mountain stream is croased, 
which issues from a narrow wooded dell on the left, where, 2m. 
distant, in the recess of the hills, are the Aber waterfalls. The 
hamlet is delightfully situated at the entrance to the vale, on 
the banks of the brawling stream, and at the feet of Maes y 
Gaer and Ffridd Ddu hills. In ancient times, Llewelyn and 
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other Welsh princes are said to have had a palace here, and 
there axe many half-mythical stories connected witli the place. 
The fetation is a few hundred yards distant, on the right, and 
dose to it is a comfortable hotel, the Bulkeley Arms. 

To the W. of Aber, a cultivated district is passed through, 
and, prominent in front, are the massive-looking towers of 
Penrhyn castle, rising frcHU amidst a dense wood. On the 
right, are the sea, Beaumaris, Anglesey, and Puffin island; 
and in the rear are Great Orme's Head and Penmaen Mawr. 
Soon there appear on the left, the high peaks of many fine 
mountains, in the direction of Camedd Llewelyn. Grossing the 
railway, and the bridge over the Ogwen river, where there is 
an excellent view of the distant mountains, the road ascends to 
the village of Llandegai, and the entrance gates of the princely 
mansion of Penrhyn castle. On the left, will be observed the 
tramway, along Ivhich the slates are conveyed from the 
quarries to the ships at Port Penrhyn. Continuing by the side 
of the boundary wall of the castle grounds, the Penrhyn Arms 
hotel is passed, and then Bangor is entered. 

Conway to B^'iigor, by Bail. 

Between Conway and Bangor, the Chester and Holyhead 
railway runs almost the whole distance close by the sea-shore. 
The line was opened in 1848. Directly Conway is left behind, 
the Conway Mountain rises high on the left, and on the right 
is the Conway estuary, with Llandudno and Great Orme's Head 
on the opposite side, and in the distance in front are seen 
Puffin ibland and the shore of Anglesey. On emerging from 
the tunnel which passes through the height of Penmaen Bach, 
the hamlet and wooded grounds of Dwygyfylchi are on tlie left, 
resting between the heights of AUt Wen and Y Foel Llus. 

4m. from Conway, is the station of Penmaenmawr. The 
yiUad, hills in rear, stone quarries of Graig Lwyd, the height 
of Penmaen Mawr on the one hand, and Y Foel Llus on the 
other, and the sea waves washing along a sandy beach, all 
combine to produce a charming scene, and make this spot a 
favourite watering-place, ^m. from the station, a tunnel leads 
through the fine mountain of Penmaen Mawr, and then another 
range of hills appears rising from Llanfairfechan and Aber, 
and on the right, the houses of Beaumaris are visible over the 
Lavan bay. Llanfairfechan being favoured with good sands 
for bathing, and pleasantly situated, is resorted to by tourists 
in summer. Leaving Llan&irfechan, the line passes along a 
well-cultivated, timbered district,' to tlie station at Aber, a spot 
at which to alight for a visit to the famed Aber waterfalls. 
The hamlet is a few hundred yards distant, close to a secluded 
glen. Beyond Aber, the line leaves the shore, crosses the 

F 2 
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Og^en river, and, after skirting the groundB of Penrhyn caatle, 
two short tunnels are passed through, and the station at 
Bangor is entered. 

Conway to Penmaeimiawr, by the Sychnant Pass. 

4} Miles. 

This is generally denominated tHe " old road " between Con- 
way and Bangor, and it was used before the road was con- 
structed which runs close by the shore, at the foot of Penmaen 
Bach. 

On emerging from Conway, by the gate on the left hand, 
above the railway station, turn to the right, opposite the 
college. An ascent is made with a view of the town and 
the castle, and then an upland vale is entered, the Con- 
way Mountain on the right hiding the sea ; Tal y Fan being 
farther distant on the opposite side, and Allt Wen, orowned 
with a cairn, being prominent in front. After a gradual ascent, 
the top of the 8ychnant pass is gained, 2m. from Conway, and 
here Uieiw suddenly bursts into view a lovely vista, a strip of 
the sea being, as it were, set in a frame, with the height of Allt 
Wen on the right, Y Foel Llus and Penmaen Mawr on the left, 
and in the background the coast of Anglesey, and the white 
houses of Beaumaris. 

During the steep descent, the traveller will have a view of 
some romantic scenery. The road winds along the side of 
Cogwm hill, with a deep hollow on the right, out of which, on 
the opposite side, rise the beautifully coloured rocks of Allt 
Wen mountain. Gradually more and more of the sea and the 
coast of Anglesey appear, and when at the bottom of the pass, 
the hamlet of Dwygyfylchi is entered, where a stream issues 
from a narrow ravine, called the Fairy Glen, flowing beneath 
woods, and through green pastures to the sea, |m. distant. 
The cottages and small inn, which form the hamlet, are situated 
amongst tx ees at the base of the hills, and command a view 
of the sea, the coast of Anglesey, and Puffin island. From the 
hamlet the road gradually approaches the shore. And on 
rounding the northern base of Y Foel Llus, the Penmaen Mawr 
mountam comes in sight in front, with the town of that name 
prettily situated close to the sea, at the foot of a fine mountain 
range. 

Femnaemnawr. 

Penmaenmawr is so lovely a spot, combining, as it does, the 
advantages of a sea-side resort, and a centre for mountaineering 
excursions, that by many persons it will be preferred to any 
other watering-place in Wales. It is much resorted to by 
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London visitors, and for some years it was the summer retreat 
of Mr. W. E. Gladstone, M.P. It lies at the base of a fine hilly 
amphitheatre, stretching from Penmaen Mawr past Graig Lwyd, 
and Craig y Fedwen to Y Foel Llus and Penmaen Bach« 
There are nne sands suitable for bathing, a large, excellent 
hotel, and detached houses pleasantly situated on ground rising 
gently from the shore, with extensive views of the sea across to 
Llandudno, Great Orme's Head, PufBn island, the Anglesey 
coast, Beaumaris, and the Menai Strait. 

Pezmiaexmiawr to D wy g yfyl chi and the Fairy 

Glen. 

This is a pleasant walk along the old Conway road, which 
runs a little distance from the shore, and skirts the northern 
shoulder of Y Foel Llus, commanding a view across the sea to 
Great Orme's Head and Llandudno, and in front to Penmaen 
Bach, AUt Wen, and the Sychnant pass. During the summer 
months an omnibus runs occasionally from the Penm^enmawr 
station to the inn at the hamlet It is a nice little spot, shaded 
by trees, at the feet of the hills ; but the principal attraction is 
the narrow ravine of Nant Dalar Llwynog, called by tourists 
the Fairy Glen. 

A path leads up the glen by the side of the stream, which 
flows along a rugged stony bed, with high banks on either 
hand, clothed with wood. When ^m. from the hamlet, it is 
well to leave the path, and scramble over the rocky stones in 
the bed of the river, threading first to one side and Uien to the 
other, imtil a romantic nook is entered, where the water forms 
three or four small cascades by dashing amongst boulders and 
between small bosses of rock. The hill-sides for a short dis- 
tance are well timbered, but above the falls the ground is 
bare of trees, and covered with heather, gorse, and grass, and 
here and there a few inclosures, and two or three small farm- 
houses. 

From the head of the glen the tourist may have a pleasant 
ramble on the hills. 



Penmaenmawr to the Meini Hirion stone circles. 

The stone circles, usually spoken of as the Druidical circles, 
are out of sight, on the hills almost in a straight line from the 
railway station, or Penmaenmawr hotel, in the hollow to the 
left of Graig Lwyd. 

Ck>mmenohig the ascent from the hotel, by a road and foot- 
path close to a streamlet, another road is entered, leadmg to a 
farmhouse, situated under the E. end of the Graig Lwyd stone 
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quarries. Soon after leaving the fannhonse the open fell is 
reached, and the path skirts Sie green hUl-side, haying a hollow 
close below on the left. During the ascent the traveller has 
sweet views of the town and the sea, at the base of the Y Foel 
Llus and Craig y Fedwen hills, and more distant are Great 
Orme's Head, Penniaen Bac-h, Pnflfin island, and Anglesey. 
Near the top of the hill, a wooden stile leads over a wall, and a 
few yards higher, the circles of stones are arrived at. Th^re 
are two circles, one complete, and the other nearly so. The 
most perfect one is 25 yards in diameter, and some of the stones 
4 or 5 feet high. Slight traces of the circles may be found 
scattered about. Not many vards distant, on the height of 
Moelfre, there is a camedd, where it is said there once stood 
three upright stones of different colours, that gave rise to a 
tradition of three women having been changed to stones, repre- 
senting the hue of their respective clothes, for winnovdng com 
on a Sunday morning. 

The return journey may be varied by descendiDg in some 
other direction, or the tourist can extend his wcJk to the 
summit of Pemnaen Mawr, or T Foel Llus mountain. 

Aflcent of Pexunaen Mawr. 

Penmaen Mawr is the spur of the fine mountain range which 
extends for 40m. past Camedd Llewelyn' and Snowdon, to the 
Bivals on the shore of Carnarvon bay. It rises direct from the 
sea to an altitude of 1553 feet, and is composed of a felspathic 
rock, much quarried for purposes of road paving in Liverpool 
and other large towns. On the summit are the remains of a 
camp or fort, probably British or Roman, called Braich y 
Ddioas, or Diuas Penmaen, said to have been capable of hold- 
ing 20,000 men. The mountain may be considered classic 
ground ; Lord Lytton, in his historical novel of ' Harold,' makes 
it the scene of the 'interview between the then monarch of 
Wales, and the emissaries of Harold, and the scenery is strik- 
ingly described. Gray's * Ode,' too, has much to do with this 
spot. It was deemed impregnable, and the strongest post pos- 
sessed by the Britons in the district of Snowdon ; a safe refuge 
after defeat in the lowlands. The superstitious belief of those 
ages endowed the mountain with an invisible protection, and 
the Saxon invader fancied the height to be peopled by elfins 
and goblins, who readily espoused the cause of the native 
defenders. Here the Welsh army was posted during the 
negociation between Prince Llewelyn and Edward I. 

The most direct ascent is from the village of Penmaenan, and 
another route often adopted is that by the tramway leading to 
the Graig Lwyd stone quarries. 

In the middle of Penmaenan a narrow cart-road is entered 
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close to a chapel. It makes a steep ascent to some cottages, 
then bends to the left, diminishes to a footpath, and passes 
under some trees, with the debris of a stone quarry on the right. 
The town of Penmaenmawr, the sea, Great Orme*s Head, 
Llandudno, Penmaen Bach, and Y Foel Llus, are well seen 
from this point. When a wall is reached, a gate in a comer 
may be passed through, and then a zig-zag path leads to the 
summit of the mountain. 

To ascend by the Graig Lwyd stone quarries, the tourist must 
leave the road a few hundred yards W. of the railway station, 
and walk along the tramway which ascends straight to the 
quarries. Care must be taken not to get in the way of any 
waggons moving up or down. The tramway is not a public 
footpath, but strangers are allowed to use it at their own risk. 
When above a small plantation, where the steep ascent com- 
mences, parties sometimes obtain leave to be taken up to the 
qimiziGS in one of the empty waggons. It is a romantic jouf ney 
which some persons will not like to undertake, but they may 
climb by a winding path on tiie left, which allows of a view of 
the village, the sea, Anglesey, Paffin island, Great Orme's 
Head, Llandudno, Penmaen Batch, Allt Wen, T Foel Llus, and 
Graig y Fedwen. Direct above are the Graig Lwyd quarries, 
and on the right Penmaen Mawr mountain. The large quarry 
on the top of the hill having been gained, l^e stranger will 
examine the works with interest. Following the tramway to 
the right, a path will be found leading on to the green part of 
the table-land, and to a small cottage at the side of Penmaen 
Mawr. The mountain is fully displayed, with three cairns on 
the top. A direct ascent is made from the cottage over rough 
stones to the summit. 

The tourist is well rewarded for the toil of the ascent by a 
splendid ocean view, with the coasts of the Isle of Man, Soot- 
land, Cumberland, and Lancashire in the distance, and some 
alfirm that Ireland is sometimes visible. Close below the 
spectator there is a magnificent bay, formed by Anglesey, 
Puffin inland, and the bold promontory of Great Orme*s Head. 
Beyond Llandudno and Little Orme's Head, the coast is seei^ 
ia the direction of Rhyl, and as far as Liverpool, and in clear 
weather the ridge of 'hills between Lancashire and Yorkshire 
may be disoemea. Masses of hills extend from Penmaen Bach 
to the distant Bivals, but after glancing inland, the eye will 
rest with pleasure on the neighbouring coast extending from 
the lovely town of Penmaenmawr past Llanfairfechan and Aber 
to Bangur, Beaumaris, the Menai Strait and bridges, and 
thence to the extensive plains of the Me of Anglesey. 

A descent might be made to a little cottage and some sheep- 
folds, situated below the rough, stony part of the mountain, and 
from thence a pleasant walk eastward oyer smooth, grassy 
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ground, with charming views and fine hracing air, leads to the 
stone dicles of Meini Hirion. 

Llanfoirfechan. 

Uanfairfechan is fast becoming a favourite watering-place, 
possessing, like Peomaenmawr, the advantages of a line sandy 
beach, an excellent prospect, and a background of mountains. 
It was an insignificant village until the late Mr. John Piatt, 
M.P. for Oldham, came to live here, and purchased a consider- 
able estate in the parish. He enlarged Bryn y Neuadd, and 
converted it into an elegant mansion, surrounded by well hud- 
out grounds, and made ^her improvements in the neighbonr- 
hooo. 

LlanfjBirfechan to Pexunaenmawr, by mountain 
road, passing the Meini Hixion stone circles. 

6 Miles. 

From the railway station go through the village, following 
the direction of the river, and at the stone bridge, instead S 
crossing the stream, ascend gradually by a winding road. The 
top of Penmaen Mawr soon comes in sight on the left, and in 
the rear there is a delightful view of the village, the park-like 
grounds of Bryn y Neuadd, the shore to Aber, Penrhyn castle^ 
and Bangor, and the sea across to Anglesey and Puffin island. 
Gradually the heights of Tal y Fan, Y Foel Lwyd, Y Droegl, 
Y Foel Fras, Llwydmor Ucbaf, Garreg Fawr, and others, are 
seen upon the right hand. 

Beyond a farm, called Blaen Llwyn, a gate is passed through, 
and an open moorland is entered* Here the road becomes a mere 
grassy track, going due E. Gradually the sea and Anglesey ^Us- 
appear, and after passing round a heap of stones and arriving 
at a wall there is a beautiful prospect on the left to Penmaen- 
mawr village, the sea, Great Orme's Head, and Y Foel Una. 
The stone circles are close by upon the high ground on the 
right, and when a few yards farther, they may be seen by 
glancing back. 

Losing the view on the left, the road runs on the E. side of 
Craig y Fed wen, behind a wail, and through three gates. Where 
the wall ends, near a cottage, the path turns to the left, and 
descends steeply by the side of Y Foel Llus. Passing through 
a gate, the open fell ceases, and the road is bounded by hedgea* 
and shaded by a few trees, with lovely views of the villageb 
the sea, Anglesey, Puffin island. Great Orme*s Head* and 
the heights of Y Foel Llus, Oraig y Fedwen, Graig Lwyd, and 
Penmaen Mawr; and on a clear day the Isle of Man is 
vislblek 
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Ascent of Carreg Fawr from Uanfairfechan. 

Garreg FaWr is the height standing on the S.W. side of the 
village of Llanfairfechan. It is 1150 feet high, and may be 
ascended without difficulty, ftom the railway station, in less 
than an hour. 

Cross the second stone bridge, pass the parish church, and 
gradually ascend by the road, until there is a turning on the ' 
left, conducting to a farm. Here a steep road leads to a gate, 
after passing through which no mistake can be made in gaiuing 
the summit. 

There is an enchanting prospect, one of the many proofs that 
the tourist will experience when wandering amongst these 
mountaiDS, that the best views are not always from the highest 
points ; and also evidence of the charm that is ever added to 
the picture by a bright expanse of ocean. The village resting 
at the foot of the mountain has its usual picturesque aspect, and 
away stretches the coast and the wooded plain, to Penrhyn 
oastle, Bangor, Beaumaris, and the Menai Strait and bridges. 
Almost all Anglesey is spread before the eye, and Priestholm 
appears like a Mry isle. Glancing inland, Penmaen Mawr 
commences a range of hills which stretches past Dinas, Tal y 
Fan, Foel Lwyd, the Bwlch y Ddeufaen pass, Y Drosgl, Yr 
Orsedd, Y Foel Ganol, Y Foel Dduarth, and Moel Wnion. 

From Carreg Fawr the traveller will no doubt extend his 
rambles amongst the hills, and he may do so in almost any 
direction, 

ABcent of Camedd Llewelyn from Llanfaixfechan* 

This journey is best commenced by ascending Carreg Fawr, or 
by skirting its E. side. 

Following the path described above, the road leaves the 
summit of uie hill on the left, and where a wall bends to the 
left, the path is crossed, leading from Aber to the pass at 
Bwlch y Ddeufaen, and the traveller continues along a road 
which skirts the eastern side of Yr Orsedd, and runs in a S. 
direction, and soon overlooks the glen on the right, down which 
flows the stream from Llyn yr Afon. 

When ascending Y Drosgl, the prospect gradually widens in 
extent and grows in beauty. Across the hollow of Nant Afon 
are the bulky masses of Y Foel Fras and Llwydmor Uchaf, and 
in the rear there is a grand ocean view. When the top of the 
bill is gained, and the tarn comes in sight on tiie right, the 
ground is entered which is described at p. 64. 
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Aber. 

Aber is a small hamlet charmingly situated at the entrance of 
a solitary glen, in ^hioh are two large waterfalls. A mtfontain 
etream shaded by trees issues from the glen, and on each side 
rise high hills, Ffridd Ddu being on the right, and on the left 
the rocky wooded cliffs of Maes y Graer. Tliere is a comfortable 
hotel, the Bulkelev Arms, dose to the railway station, and this 
might be made the starting point for some beautiful mountain 
excursions. The fishing is free in the river and the tarn. 

At the hamlet is an artificial mound, called Y Mwd, or The 
Moat, supposed to be the site of an ancient tower or castle, at 
one time the abode of Llewelyn the Great. It is said that from 
this mound Glyndwr, while tarrying here to recruit his 
shattered army, addressed his dispirited troops in such eloquent 
and fiery language that he rekindled within their breasts an 
enthusiasm which had been well-nigh quenched by a protracted 
series of disasters. Also with the spot is associated the follow- 
ing tragical story : — At the siege of Montgomery, in the reign 
of King Henry III., 1228, Llewelyn was so successful as to 
make William de Breos, a potent baron, prisoner, whom be 
conducted to his castle at Acer. During his incarceration a 
friendship sprang up between the captive (who is said to have 
been accomplished and handsome) and his victor. It un- 
fortunately happened, however, that the wife of Llewelyn (Joan 
Flantagenet, daughter of King John of England) was so much 
won by De Breos' manner, that a clandestine intimacy was the 
consequence. At length a ransom of three thousand marks was 
paid, and the knight was liberated. Soon afterwards, having 
discovered his wife's inconstancy and the treachery of the 
baron, Llewelyn invited the knight to visit him in order to 
celebrate the feast of Easter ; De Breos unsuspectingly accepted 
the invitation. He was again in the power of Llewelyn, who, 
throwing off the mask of friendship, wreaked on him a terrible 
revenge. A sumptuous banquet was prepared, after which the 
Welsh prince reproached the knight with his perfidy. By 
Llewelyn's orders De Breos was thrown into a dungeon, and a 
gallows erected on an eminence in the dell a short distance 
from the castle, on which the knight suffered death, the victim 
of treachery and illicit love. Joan, ignorant of the fate of her 
lover, was led forth for a walk by her husband (or as some 
report, by his bard), and having been asked tauntingly what 
she would give to see her leman, was pointed to this gibbet. 
Tradition has preserved the history of the event in a Welsh 
distich, giving ooth the cruel question and the rash reply, — 
" Diccyn, doccyn, gwraig Llewelyn, 
Beth a roit, am weled Gwilym ? ** 

" Tell me, wife of Llewelyn, what would you give to behold your 
William ? " 
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The princess answered, — 

" Cymru, Lloegr, a Llewelyn, 
A rown i gyd am wcled Gwilym I " 

"Wales, England, and Llewelyn, I'd give them all to see my 
William I " 

On a mountain near Aber is a field called Gae Gwilym 
Ddu, "Black William's Field/* where William De Breos is 
said to have been interred, and a tree is pointed out dose to 
the hamlet, where he is said to have been hanged. 

Between Aber and Beaumari:*, distant 4m., there was formerly 
a ferry across the Lavan sands, and persons at low tide used to 
walk almost the whole distance. In Aber church was a bell, 
presented by Lord Bulkeley, to be rang in foggy weather, as a 
guide for travellers. In 1817 a large party were surrounded 
by the tide, and drowned. The journey is now rarely or never 
undertaken. All along this part of the coast the sands are dry 
at low tide for some distance out to sea, and according to 
legendary narrative, the waves had much encroached on the 
land, and destroyt d *' a most delicate vale, abounding in fruit- 
fulness, and excelling all other vales in fertility and plentiful- 
ness," which extended from Bangor and Priestholm, past 
Qreat Orme's Head, to the coast of Flintshire near BhyL 

Aber WaterfSalls. 

These are situated 2^m. from the railway station, in a lonely 
spot, at the head of the Aber glen. 

Leaving the station, turn to the left at the turnpike, and to 
the right at the hamlet. The road at once enters the recesses of 
the huls, and runs at the base of Ffridd Ddu, up a deep, narrow 
ravine, with the river close below on the left, and the opposite 
bank clothed with trees reaching to the summit of Maes y 
Gaer. Presently, at a bend in the road, the heights of Llwyd- 
mor Isaf and Bera Mawr stand in front, and seem to preclude 
passage. A few yards farther is Bont Newydd, a stone bridge, 
crossing the stream, and leading to Llyn yr Afon and the 
Bwlch y Ddeufaen pass. Still keep the river on the left for 
some yards, and then cross by a wooden foot-bridge. The path 
now runs beneath trees, with an occasional glimpse of the 
mountain masses in front, and the sea and Anglesey in the 
rear. When a cottage is passed, half-way up the glen, the path 
runs pleasantly along the sward at the base of Llwydmor Isaf 
and Craig Dol Owen, with the stream out of sight under the 
trees on the right, and on the opposite side of the glen is the 
Moel Wnion mountain. The two cascades in front form silvery 
streaks down the wild rocks at the head of the glen. If the 
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river be high it is advisable not to cross it, but to walk up the 
glen at the base of Moel Wnion, for there is no bridge over the 
stream near the waterfalls leading to the points where the best 
views are obtained. 

The large fall, called Aber Mawr fall, or Rhaiadr Mawr, is 
formed by a heavy body of water, which, after forming a 
cascade called Bhayadr Wen, and being confined for about 
100 feet in a narrow channel, falls down a perpendicular preci- 
pice 180 feet, and spreads itself over the bare face of the clifT 
in white spray. On either side the rocks are high and vertical^ 
and clothed in some places with shrubs and trees. On the left 
the Llwydmor Isaf mountain rises to a great height, and beyond 
the right-hand rock is the second fall, called Rhaiadr Bach, 
which flows down a crevice, and forms a number of steep, narrow 
cascades, that are joined and constitute one of great length 
after heavy rains. The two streams unite, and then* the water 
meanders through the glen, over a rough bed, shaded by trees. 
Looking down the glen is seen a strip of the sea, and a part of 
the coast of Anglesey, near the Penmon point. 

A very narrow path, and one rather awkward for those not 
accustomed to climbing amongst rocks, runs through the face of 
the cliff on the E. side of the large fall, and enters the wild 
upland valley of Cwm yr Afon Goch at the top of the fall. 
The stream higher up this vale forms three separate cascades, 
the highest being the most interesting — the water falling down 
a bare perpendicular rock which is deeply recessed in a narrow 
gorge. TherH are also dark pools in the stream, one of which is 
probably thirty or forty feet deep, and generally considered un- 
fathomable. Those who love a solitary ramble amongst the 
hills will do well to stroll up this vale. It is entirely devoid of 
trees, and without a single habitation. On every hand are 
large boulders, and the streamlet flows over a rugged bed. 
From the head of the glen, Oumedd Llewelyn and Y Foel Fras 
may easily be ascended; or from the highest cascade the 
traveller might scale the rocks of Bera Mawr and walk by 
the side of a brook to the summit of a precipice overlooking 
the Aber glen. From this point the vale may be entered by 
descending the green slope on the left. 

Aber jto Llyn yr Afon. 

4} Miles. 

Follow the road described above, from the hamlet to Bent 
Kewydd, and then cross the stream. A. steep ascent is made, 
and then a peep is obtained of the waterfall, more than a mile 
distant, at the head of the glen on the right. The Aber glen 
quickly disappears behind Llwydmor Isaf, but the str^uo, 
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which has its source in the tarn, is heard tumbling along a 
wooded dell on the right, and in front appears the height of 
Y Foel Dduarth, whilst in the rear is a strip of the sea, and the 
coast of Anglesey. After passing a few cottages and a small 
fiour-mill, the road goes through a gate, and enters the open fell 
at the foot of Y Foel Dduarth. The path on the left leads to the 
Bwlch J Ddeufaen pass. Following the track on the right, which 
runs high up the S. side of Y Foel Dduarth, the Nant Afon glen 
is entered, a secluded dale, bare of trees, with high hills on 
either side, and at their feet a small stream in which are trout 
and salmon. A few rocks of Llwydmor Uchaf come in sight on 
the right, and at a turn in the glen the summit of Y Foel Fras 
starts to view. In the rear Y Foel Dduarth is an attractive 
object, and here and there some of the sea is viable. Gradually 
the traveller becomes completely hemmed in by the mountains, 
and after climbing over ground covered with loose stones, he 
gains the head of the yele, 1600 feet above the sea, where is 
situated the solitary tarn, at the feet of the bulky mass of 
Llwydmor Uchaf^ Y Foel Fras, and Drum. It is about f m. in 
circumference, and contains trout. There are generally also a 
few wild fowl on its waters. By climbing to the left of the 
tarn, the traveller might ascend Y Foel Fras, and thence visit 
Gamedd Llewelyn, or return by way of the Aber falls, or in 
many other directions. He might also cross direct over the 
hills to the lonely rocky hollows on the E. side, where lie the 
tarns Llyn Dulyn, and Melynllyn. 

Ascent of Camedd Llewelyn from Aber. 

Kext to Gapel Curig and Bethesda, Aber is perhaps the best 
starting point for the ascent of Carnedd Lleweljm. Those who 
have not seen the Aber falls might visit them on the way, and 
commence the ascent about a hundred yards to the right of the 
falls. Some persons may prefer going to Llyn yr Afon, and 
ascending from there, and others will commence the ascent by 
the road leading to the Bwlch y Ddeufaen pass. Whichever 
route be selected, a pony can be taken the whole distance. 
Perhaps the easiest plan, and one embracing the best views, is 
to ascend direct from the village. At the last houses enter a 
green path on the right, which winds up the side of the Fridd 
Ddu hill, and commands a view of the sea, Puffin island, 
Anglesey, Beaumaris, Penrhyu castle, the opening of the 
Menai Strait, Penmaen Mawr mountain, Great Orme's Head, 
and the level land from Llanfairfechan to Bangor. VestigeB 
of small stone circles are passed, and when the top of the hill 
is gained, 1400 feet high, the waterfalls at the h^id of the glen, 
on tlie left, have a grand appearance. 

The path skirts the E, side of Moel Wnion, but by bearing 
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a few yaids to the right the 0iimmit may be visited, 1905 feet 
high, where is situated a cairn, commanding an extensive view 
of sea and mountain. 

When at the S. end of Moel Wnion moimtain, bend to the 
left, and cross oyer a peaty plot of ground, leaving the small 
hlU called Gym on the right At this point parties who ascend 
from the Aber falls will join the path. Y Drosgl has now to be 
scaled, with good views of the level land between Bangor and 
Carnarvon, the Menai Strait, Anglesey, and Puffin island. On 
reaching the S. shoulder of Y Drosgl there is a fine view of the 
hills on the opposite side of Nant Ffrancon, with Snowdon and 
the Bivals in tne distance. The cwms on the sides of Camedd 
Dafydd and Camedd Llewelyn come fully in view, and have a 
wila appearance, and Yr Elen, which separates Cwm Ua&r 
from Cwm Caseg, becomes a prominent object. The Penrhyn 
slate quarries appear, with a wide, level tract of country, i3m 
Carnarvon bay, Menai Strait, and Anglesey. When the rocks 
of Bern Bach are pas8f>d, and Bera Mawr is seen, bear to ihe 
right, and presently Cefn yr Arryg is reached, where there is a 
shepherd's hut. The remainder of the journey is described at 
page 65. 

Bangor. 

Bangor, containing a population of 7600, is in Carnarvon- 
shire, in a narrow valley near the northern entianoe of the 
Menai Strait. It is an ancient episcopal see, and in former 
times was called Bangor Fawr (the Great Bangor), to dis- 
tinguish it from Bangor Isycoed in Flintshire. There is 
nothing of interest for the tourist, except the cathedral, which 
is of so plain a character as hardly to deserve a special visit. In 
the immediate vicinity, however, there are pleasant walks on 
high grounds, commanding fine views of mountains, the Menai 
Strait, and the sea. The place is also a good centre from which 
to make excursions to the Penrhyn castle and slate quarries; to 
the Suspension and Tubular bridges ; and in Anglesey to Holy- 
head and Beaumaris. The houses in the main street of the 
city stand low, and are shut out from a prospect ; but the mod^n 
buildings, known as Upper Bangor, are on rising ground which 
slopes down to the Menai Strait, and have a chajrming marine 
view across to Beaumaris, Puffin island, and Great Qime's 
Head. 

There are several good hotels, the chief of which are the 
Penrhyn Arms, a large house, with gardens close to the Lavan 
sands ; the George, near the Suspension bridge, on the margin 
of the Menai Strait; and, in the city, the Castle and British 
hotels. 

Persons staying at Bangor may while away a few hours very 
pleasantly by taking a boat at the G«rth ferry, jm. N., for ths 
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purpose of fishing; or for a sail through the Menai Strait 
and under the bridges; or to Beaumaris and Priestholm; or 
along the coast in the direction of Conway. Tlie bathing ground 
lies in the Strait between Garth ferry and Upper Bangor, but is 
not of superior excellence. In front of the Penrhyn Arms hotel 
is the small harbour, where ships are laden with dates from the 
Penrhyn quarries. Also near the harbour are two weirs for 
catching fish, which tourists can visit at ebb tide. 

The cathedral is a low, plain structure, erected in 525. In 
1402 it was burnt down in the rebellion of Owen Gljmdwr, and 
remained in ruins for nearly a century. The choir was rebuilt 
in the reign of Henry VII., but the tower and nave were, 
according to an inscription over the west door, built in 1532, at 
the expense of the Bishop Skeffington. The see met with a still 
more cruel ravager in Bishop Bulkeley, who not only alienated 
many of the lands belonging to it, but went so far as even to 
sell the bells of the church. Beneath a simple arch lies the 
body of Owen Gwynedd, Prince of North Wales. Upon a tablet 
there is the following inscription: *'The r^nains of Owen 
Gwynedd, sovereign Prince of Wales. Both the prince and his 
brother Cadwallader were buried in this cathedral church, 1169. 
Their father, Gryfiydh ap Cynan, was buried near the great altar 
in this cathedral." The heart of Bishop Skefiington is deposited 
here ; his body was interred at Beaulieu (Hampshire) in 1530, of 
which monastery he had been abbot. 

The bishop's palace and the deanery, plain, unpretending 
buildings, are close by the cathedral. Anciently a house of 
Black Friars existed at Bangor, upon the site of which, in 1557, 
was foTinded a school. On the rc^ from the catliedral to the 
railway station is a free museum, combined with a news room. 
The collection of curiosities, consisting principally of articles 
from India and China, was presented by Captain Jones, a native 
of the city. In Upper Bangor is the Normal College, a large new 
building, where are educated teachers for the schools supported 
by the British and Foreign Society. On an eminence close to 
Bangor there is said to have stood formerly a castle, which was 
built during the reign of William II., by Hugh, Earl of Chester, 
but no remains exist. 

The recreation ground is a good place for a ramble, and is 
reached in two or three minutes by going up a road a few yards 
S.IE. of the cathedral. It occupies rocky, gorse-clad land, on 
the face of the hill which rises close by the town, and commands 
good views. Pleasant walks on the E. side of the hill may be 
enjoyed by following the cart-road which crosses over the sum- 
mit, and after descending a little, branches to the right and the 
left — the left-hand lane leading direct to the Penrhyn Anns 
hotel. All the way are fine prospects of Penrhyn park and 
castle, and across the level tract to a noble array of mountains, 
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and the sea near Beaumaris. An hour may also be agieeablj 
occupied by a ramble in the direction of Garth ferry and Upper 
Bangor, passing the Normal College, and the SiUwen bathing 
groand. Almost all the way good views are had of the sea, 
Beanmaris, the Henai Strait, anid parts of Anglesey. 

Bangor to the Saspension and Tabular bridges, 
the Anglesey coltimn, and Plas Newydd. 

The SnspensioD and Tnbnlar bridges which span the Menai 
Strait, are nndonbtedly the chief attractions in the neighbonr- 
hood of Bangor, and few tourists will visit Wales without 
desiring to get a sight of them. They are engineering woiks 
of which any country may be proud. The Suspension bridge 
IS an elegant structure on simple mechanical principles, its 
beauty and simplicity being its greatest charms; and the 
Britannia Tubular bridge, though less graceful to the eye, may 
justly be pronounced one of the wonders of the age. 

The Suspension bridge is 2^m. from Bangor. Tourists may 
reach it by train, alighting at the Menai station, or travel by 
the Beaumaris omnibus. Two carriage ways and a footpath 
cross the bridee. A small toll is charged; a foot-passenger 
paying Id, Whilst going over there is a beautiful view of the 
water, the boats, and the houses and woods on each side of the 
Strait At the Anglesey side a person at the cottage will go 
with the stranger below the bridge, and along an underground 
way for more than 100 yards to where the chains are futened 
in the solid rock. This visit will enable the stranger to get a 
better idea of the principles of the construction of the bridge 
than by any other means. 

Before the erection of the bridge, the Strait had to be eirossed 
by a ferry, occasioning great inconvenience, and sometimea iatal 
accidents. The subject had frequently occupied the attention 
of parliament, and in 1810-11, Telford, the engineer of the 
Great Holyhead road, laid several plans of bridges before the 
House of Commons, but nothing effectual was done until 1818, 
when he submitted a new design of an iron suspension bridge, 
which was fully approved of. The first stone was laid on tiie 
10th August, 1820, and the bridge was opened on the SOtii 
January, 1826. There are sixteen chains, the extreme length 
of each from the fastenings in the rock being 1715 feet 'Hie 
height of the roadway from high-water line is 100 feet. ITke 
total length is 1000 feet; of this 553 feet is suspended in the 
middle from pier to pier, and the remainder is over eight arches, 
four on the Anglesey coast, and four on that of Gamarvonahire. 
The height of the suspending piers from the level of the road- 
way is 53 feet, and the length of the chain between those pien, 
forming a curvature, 590 feet. The total cost of Uie bridge was 
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about 230,0002., including 27,000/. for the purchase of the right 
of ferry. The total weight of the iron-work is 613 tons. 

A few yards 6. of the Suspension bridge is a small islet (con- 
nected with Anglesey by a causeway), upon which is situated 
the little church and graveyard of Llandisilio, a romantic spot 
deserving a visit. It is reached in two or three minutes by 
walking through a plantation. 

The Britannia Tubular bridge is only |m. S. of the Suspen- 
sion bridge by water, but l^m. by the Holyhead road. During 
the journey the traveller has fine views on the left, of the Menai 
Strait and bridges, Llandisilio church, Yaenol park, the man- 
sion and woods of Plas Newydd, and in the distance a grand 
mountain range stretching from Penmaen Mawr, past Carnedd 
Llewelyn, the Glyders, and Snowdon, to the Rivals. 

Close to the Tubalar bridge, on the S. side, is Llanfair Pwll 
Gwyngyll church. There is also a monument of Lord Nelson 
standing ou a rock by the side of the water. It was erected by 
Lord Clarence Paget, who resides in the neighbouring mansion 
of Plas Llanfair. He is son of the late Marquis of Anglesey, 
and was at one time Admiral of the Mediterranean squadron. 
The place can be visited from Bangor by taking the train to 
Llanfair station, and then walking Im., or it may be reached 
when sailing along the Strait. The bridge is gained by follow- 
ing a footpath for a few hundred yards along the side of the 
railway. A man is always stationed at the end of the bridge, 
who will show the stranger the tubes and explain the method 
of construction. 

The bridge is called the Britannia, from a rock on which the 
middle tower ia erected, and the rock was so named from a ship, 
the ' Britannia/ having been wrecked upon it. At each end of 
the bridge are two colossal lions, couchant, of Anglesey marble, 
each lion weighing about 80 tons. The bridge was commenced 
in the spring of 1846, and was formally opened for tradBQc on the 
18th MfiUKsh, 1850, the last tube being completed on October 21st 
following. The total cost was about 600,000/. Mr. Bobert 
Stephenson was the engineer. His first plan was a bridge of 
two cast-iron arches, but this was rejected by the Admiralty, 
because the height obtained was not 100 feet along the whole 
length of the structure, which was considered necessary in order 
to cdlow large vessels to pass beneath. It was after many calcu- 
lations, and an anxious investigation of every description of 
bridge, that Stephenson at length hit upon the plan of spanning 
the strait by hollow tubes of wrought iron ; and after repeated 
experiments, conducted with the assistance of Mr. William Fair- 
bairn, of Manchester, it was found that rectangular tubes were 
stronger than either elliptical or cylindrical. 

The Anglesey column is close to the Holyhead road, and 
Jm. from Uie Tubular bridge. A path leads to it through 
8. E. a 
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ground decorated with trees and shrubs. The column is 100 feet 
nigh, and stands on a boss of rock called Craig y Dinas, whidi 
is 260 feet above the sea-leveL It was erected in 1816 in honour 
of the Marquis of Anglesey, who was second in command at the 
battle of Waterloo. In 1860 it was surmounted by a bronze 
statue by Matthew Koble, representing the Marquis standing in 
full hussar costume. The site commands an extensive panorama. 
Before returning to Bangor, the stranger would do well to 
visit Plas Newydd, which is situated about l^m. S. of the 
Llanfair station, on the banks of the Menai Strait. It is a plea- 
sant walk through the park. The place may also be reached 
by water direct from Bangor. The mansion is large, and stands 
in well-timbered grounds. It is the residence of Dowager 
Lady Willoughby De Broke. In 1832 the Duchess of Kent 
iand her present Majesty (then Princess Victoria) sojourned 
here for several weeks. In 1821, George lY. also stopped a 
night here when on his way to Ireland. At the back of the 
mansion, a few yards distant, are two cromlechs, one considered 
as large and complete as any in North Wales. The super- 
incumbent stone is 12 feet long in the centre, aud 10 feet broad, 
the weight being estimated at nearly 8 tons. A few yards 
beyond the mansion is another cromlech, like a small cave, 
half-covered by a mound of earth. 



Bangor to Carnarvon by boat, through the 

Menai Strait. 

10 Miles. 

This is a delightful excursion, and ought to be undertaken 
by all visitors to Bangor. Boats and boatmen may be hired at 
the Garth ferry. The authorized charge for man and boot is 
12s. 6d., but special arrangements may sometimes be made. 

On entering the boat, the traveller obtains a beiekutifol view 
across the bay to Beaui^aris, Llanfairfechan, Great and Little 
Orme's Head, Penmaen Bach, Penmaen Mawr, and other moun- 
tains. Immediately a corner is turned, the Menai Strait is 
entered, which, witn its finely wooded banks, dotted with resi- 
dences, has a pleasing effect. On passing the bathing-place and 
the college, the Suspension bridge becomes a beautiful object in 
front, with woods beyond, and the Menai village on the right. 
The vessels of various kinds, including the training ship Clio, 
the houses on the uneven ground, the bridge, and the woods 
combined, present an agreeable picture. The George hotel, a 
large house, with its well-arranged grounds, will be observed 
on the left. Just before arriving at the Suspension bridge, the 
Tubular bridge, |m. lower down, comes in sight, whilst in the 
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rear the view extends as far as Beaumaris. On passing the 
Tubular bridge, the monument of kelson is seen on the right, 
dose to whiob is Plas Llanfair, the residence of Lord Clarence 
Paget, with Llanfair church; and above green banks and 
woods, the Anglesey monument stands on a small boss of rock. 
Plas Newydd is also a prominent and pleasing object amongst 
the trees. The character of the country then changes ; the 
houses disappear, the landscape has a more peaceful aspect; 
the banks gradually subside, being clothed with woods, and 
beyond peer the tops of the Snowdon range of mountains. 
After leaving Port Dinorwio the scenery becomes gradually 
tamer, and of a pastoral character, the sides of the :Strait being 
low, and covered with pasture ; the view, in the rear, of the 
Tabular bridge closes, and the open sea having appeared in 
front, the traveller arrives at the town and castle of Gar* 
narvon. 

Bangor to Beaiunaris. 

The shortest way from Bangor to Beaumaris is by the Garth 
ferry, which is situated at the entrance to the Menai Strait, 
|ni. from Bangor, and 2m. from Beaumaris. The charge for 
crossing is 2d., and the return journey free. The Strait here is 
f Dou wide. On the Anglesey side tiiere is a car-stand and an 
inn. An omnibus runs regularly between Bangor and Beau- 
maris, via the Suspension bridge, the distance being 7m., fare 
Is. ^d. The road, as far as the bridge, is described at page 80. 
When over the Strait, turn to the right, and presently the 
Menai village is passed through ; then the road is shaded by 
trees, and runs close by many large mansions. Views are had 
on the right across the Strait, to the opposite bank, and beyond 
are seen Great Orme's Head, Llandudno, Little Orme's Head, 
Penmaen Bach, Penmaen Mawr, and Garnedd Llewelyn range 
of mountains. 

Emerging from the woods, the Menai Strait is left behind, 
and the nuid runs close by the Lavan sands, with the most 
lovely prospects, the sea presenting the appearance q{ a vast 
bay or take, across which are the shipping at Bangor, Penrhyn 
castle, Llanfairfechan, Penmaen Mawr, Penmaen Bach, Llan- 
dudno, and the Great and Little Orme ; whilst above the high 
ground, which hides Bangor, is a fine range of mountains, in- 
cluding the Garnedds and the Glyders. After passing a small 
plot of ground, called Gallows point, upon which is the Volun- 
teer battery, the church and houses of Beaumaris come in view, 
the entrance gates of Baron Hill park are passed, and the town 
ia entered. 
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Beaumaris. 

Beanmaris is pleasantly situated on the Anglesey shore, 2m. 
N. of Bangor, and oommands one of the loveliest of marine 
views. It is a retired place, away from the main tourist route. 
In 1832 Her Majesty (tnen Princess Victoria), and the Duchess 
of Kent, spent some weeks here ; and for many years it has 
been a favourite resort with the higher classes of society. There 
are some good lodgiug-houses, and also two excellent hotels, the 
Bulkeley Arms and &e Liverpool Arms — the fonner being one 
of the largest hotels in Wales. Since the reign of Edward YI. 
Beaumaris has been the county town of Anglesey. It is 
governed by a mayor, four aldermen, and twelve common council- 
men, and, with the contributory boroughs of Amlwch, Holy- 
head, and Llangefni, returns one member to parliament. It 
contains a Townhall, Assembly Boom, and Shire Hall where the 
assizes are held. The population is 1955. During the summer 
months steamers call here, which sail daily between Liverpool, 
Llandudno, and the Menai Strait. Gentlemen's yachts axe 
often stationed in the bay, and in August a regatta is held. 

The church contains some interesting monuments, aome 
ancient, and one by Westmacott. 

The castle stands dose to the town, and is an extensive ivy- 
clad ruin, but on so low a situation as to deprive it of that pro- 
minent character and imposing effect so strikingly apparent in 
the proud piles of Carnarvon and Conway. Within an outer 
wall, with ten low round towers, and an advanced work, called 
the Gunner's Walk, there is the main structure, in form nearly 
quadrangular, with a large round tower at each angle. The 
banquetting hall, the state rooms, the domestic apartments, and 
a small chapel, may be distinctly traced. A narrow corridor, 
much inferior to that of Carnarvon, formed within the walls, is 
carried nearly round the whole building, except on the N.W. 
side; there are some recesses within, with square apertures, 
supposed to have been for the tmp-doors of the dungeons below. 
The inner court contains a tennis-court and a bowling-green. 
The whole building was surrounded by a fosse, which was 
filled with water from the sea, and a canal was out to enable 
vessels to approach close to the castle. One of the iron moor- 
ing-rings is still in its place, at the great E. gate. The fortress 
was built by Edward I., about 1295, soon after he had founded 
the ca&tles of Carnarvon and Conway, but it is not conspicuous 
in history until the reign of Charles I., when it was for a time 
held by the Boyalists against the parliament, and in 1646 was 
surrendered on terms of honourable capitulation to General 
Mytton. It is attached to the Baron Hill estate, having been 
purchased by Sir R. B. W. Bulkeley from the Crown in 1816. 
A man is generally in attendance at the gate, and strangers 
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are admitted on payment of 4d. The town was formerly a 
sqnare, circumyallated, the castle forming one side. Some 
remains of the walls may be seen near the chnroh. There is a 
tradition, for which there is little foundation, that a great mas- 
sacre of the bards, at the instigation of Edward II., took place 
in the castle, in front of the banquetting hall. Gray has made 
use of this as the groundwork of his poem, * The Bard/ 

After visiting the castle, the .tourist ought to walk to Mount 
Field, a green table-land on the N. side of the town, about 200 
feet above the sea. Here is a view surpassingly lovely, em- 
bracing the entire bay of Beaumaris. Borrow, in his ^ Wild 
Wales,* exclaims, " What a bay I for beauty it is superior to the 
far-famed one of Naples." It appears like a great inland sea or 
lake, bounded by Priestholm, the noble promontory of Great 
Orme's Head, and the heights of Penmaen Bach and Penmaen 
Mawr. Behind the two latter is the mountain mass, including 
the Oamedds, and Elidyr Fawr on the farther side of the vale 
of Nant Ffrancon. To the right of Penmaen Mawr are Llan- 
fairfechan, Aber, Penrhyn castle, and Bangor. Close to the 
spectator are the castle, town, and church of Beaumaris, the 
mansion of Baron Hill, with its beautiful woods and green 
pastures, and the coast thence extending past the Friars to 
Penmon priory. 

Baron Bilf, the residence of Sir K. M. L. W. Bulkeley, Bart., 
is close to Beaumaris, and the park, which is thrown open to the 
public, is a favourite place for a stroll, being well timbered, 
and commanding superb views of the ruined castle, the coast, 
the bay, and distant mountains. The mansion is mostly 
modern, from designs by Wyatt, but it was originally built by 
Sir Bichard Bulkeley, in the reign of James I., for the re- 
ception of Prince Henry, the eldest son of that monarch, when 
on his way to Ireland, where the king intended to send him as 
viceroy. The untimely death of the Prince so affected Sir 
Bichard, that he 'gave up his original and magnificent plan, 
and used the part only that was then completed, for his family 
seat; previously he had resided in Beaumaris. A short dis- 
tance from the house, under a monumental recess, lies the 
stone cofSn of Princess Joan, the wife of Llewelyn the Great, 
and daughter of King John of England (see page 74). Joan 
was buried at Llanfaes priory, near Beaamaris, and three 
centuries later, during the suppression of monastic institu- 
tions, the monastery was converted into a bam, the tomb was 
devastated, and the coffin was so neglected, that for 250 years 
it vras used as a watering trough for the horses of an adjacent 
farm. In 1808 it was discovered and removed to Baron Hill, 
by Lord Bulkeley, and the spot in which it stands is marked 
by a suitable inscription. The carved coffin-lid, which bears 
an effigy of Joan, is a beautifal specimen of ancient ajrt. 
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Llanfaes ehnroh, Henllys, and N'ant, are delightfully situated 
about 2m. N.W. of Beaumaris. The road goes past Mount 
Field, and branohes inland, to the left, at the Friars. The 
tourist might make a circuit of 6m., and return by way of 
Tower Hill and Llyn Bodgolched. At Llanfaes a battle was 
fought in the year 818, between the Welsh and the Saxcms 
under Egbert At Henllys, the seat of Golunel Hampton, are 
many curiosities, including a bedstead that formerly belonged 
to Owen Tudor. Nant, with its beautiful gardens and shrub- 
beries, is a charming place, that ought to be seen by all visitors 
to Beaumaris. It is now rented by the manager of the Bulkeley 
Arms hotel, but was formerly m favourite retreat of Lady 
Bulkeley. 

Another spot of historical interest near Beaumaris is 
Penmynydd, situated 6m. inland, in a S.W. direction. Plas 
Penmynydd was the residence of the Tudor, or Tudur family, 
and is supposed to have been the birthplace of Owen Tudor, 
grandfather of Henry YIL When the church was repaired, 
some years ago, Queen Victoria gave 50/. towards the rest<»a- 
tion of the little chapel, called the Tudor chapel, which con- 
tains a monument of white alabaster, said to have been brought 
here from Llanfaes priory, at the dissolution of the monasteriea, 
and is supposed to be in memory of a member of the Tudor 
family, the only one extant previous to their elevation to the 
English throne. It is an altiar-tomb, on which are two recum- 
bent figures, the one of a man in complete armour with a 
conical helmet on his head ; the other of a woman dressed in 
the cofitume of the times, and her head covered with a cornered 
hood. Angels are represented as supporting both, and their 
feet rest upon couchant lions. 

BeaumariB to Penmon Priory. 
4 Miles. 

This is the favourite excursion from Beaumaris. The road 
runs by Mount Field, and ^m. out of the town, the shore at 
Friars' bay is gained. A road on the left leads to Llanfaes and 
Nant. Across the bay is an attractive prospect to the Great 
and Little Ormes, Penmaen Bach, Penmaen Mawr, and the 
Carnedd Llewelyn range of mountains. After passing the 
modem mansion of Friars, standing on the site of an ancient 
priory, every wall of which has disappeared, a turn is made to 
the right, at four cross-roads, l^m. from Beaumaris. A house 
will be observed some distance on the right, close to the coast : 
it is called Tre Castell. It was at one time a castellated 
mansion, one of the earliest seats of the Tudor family. 

Standing on the left, a field-length from the road, and 2}m. 



PUFFIN ISLAND. 87 

from Beaumaris, is Castell Lleiniog, a picturesque object, being 
clothed with ivy and enshrouded by shruba and trees. It is a 
high mound, surrounded by a deep moat, and forms a small 
square fortress with a tower at each comer, and appears to have 
had a square tower or keep in the centre. It was founded by 
the Earls of Chester and Shrewsbury when they conquered the 
island, in the eleventh century. From the top of the tower 
there is a fine view of the bay. Great Ozme's Head, and the 
distant mountains. The road hence runs below the hill, not far 
from the shore, and past the stone quarries, where is worked an 
excellent limestone, known as the Penmon marble, which is 
capable of receiving a fine polish. From these quarries was 
obtained the stone used in the Menai bridges. After leaving 
Castell Lleiniog, the pedestrian might ascend the hill, and 
follow a path through tiie deer park, where he will have a view 
of the bay and the open sea, with Priestholm, the Great and 
Little Orme, and the coast, villages, and mountains between 
Conway and Bangor. The park belongs to the Bulkeleys of 
Baron HiU, and is well 8to(^ed with deer. It contains also 
rabbit-warrens. In front, the tourist will be attracted by the 
Penmon priory, which will be found a pleasant, secluded place. 
The priory buildings stand in a position commanding a good 
view of the bay and the distant mountains. They are covered 
with ivy, but they are of very plain construction, and are now 
used as a farmhouse. Close by, is the church, also a large, old 
pigeon-cote, and the holy well, which still bears marks of its 
former celebrity. In the deer park there stands, a few hundred 
yards W. of the church, an ancient cross, 6 feet high, said to 
have been removed from the churchyard. The priory is sup- 
posed to have been founded in the sixth century, by Maelgwn 
Gwynedd, King of North Wales. The tourist might have a 
pleasant ramble from the priory to the lighthouse, over the 
Penmon hill; or westward, along the high ground near the 
shore, to Red Wharf bay, passing over the height called Bwrdd 
Arthur, Artiiur*s Round Table, upon which are slight traces of 
w^hat appears to have been an ancient camp or fort, where there 
is a noble prospect of the sea, Great Orme's Head, and the 
mountains around Comedd Llewelyn. 

Beaumaris to Puffin Island, by Boat. 

Few tourists will remain any length of time at Beaumaris 
-without having a sail to Puffin island, a distance of ijm. The 
charge for boat and two men is 7s. 6cf. The island is between 
Jm. and fm. long, and nearly of an oval form, precipitous, with 
an inclination to the N. It is more than fm. from the Penmon 
lighthouse, on the Anglesey coast ; and in the middle of the 
strait, between the two, is a rock, upon which has been built a 
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small beacon. At low water the rocks are bare nearly to the 
beacon, and the channel is very narrow, yet it is the deepest 
entrance to the Menai Strait. The surface of the island is 
covered with short grass and gorse, and there are the remains 
of an old signal station, and alio an ancient tower, said to have 
been connected with Fenmon priory, and probably erected by 
the monks as a beacon and lighthouse. An old writer tells us 
that in former times **the inland was inhabited by hermits, 
living by manual labour, and serving God. It is remarkable that 
when, by the influence of human passions, any discord arises 
among them, all their provisions are devoured and infested by 
a species of small mice, with which the island abounds. This 
island is called in Welsh, Ynys Lenach, Priest's island, or 
Priestholm, because many bodies of saints are deposited there, 
and no woman is suffered to enter it. It once bore the name 
of Ynys Seiriol, from a saint who resided upon it in the sixth 
century. It is also said to have been the place of interment of 
Maelgwn Gwynedd, the founder of Penmen, Holyhead, and 
Bangor, and contemporary with King Arthur." It is a favourite 
resort of sea birds, particularly puffins, and has therefore been 
named Puffin island. The rock is limestone. A melancholy 
interest attaches to this island from the distressing loss of the 
Bothsay Castle steamer, on its passage from Liverpool, on the 
night of August 17th, 1831. The vessel struck on Dutchman's 
Bank, opposite Puffin island, quickly went to pieces, and more 
than one hundred persons perished. 

Beaumaris to Bed Wharf Bay. 

6 Miles. 

Red "Wharf bay, on the N.E. side of Anglesey, is one of the 
most charming places to be met with on the 'coast of Wales, 
and it will some day probably become a great sea-side resort. 
At present it is not much known, and the few who have dis- 
covered the homely inn on the W. comer, close by the castle 
rock, speak little of the attractions of the place, fearing lest it 
should be invaded by tourists, and thus lose the privacy which 
is now one of its greatest charms. 

The bay is between two and three miles across, containing a 
beautiful bathmg ground, of clean, hard sands, and from the 
shore rise the Llwydiarth hills. The E. side is bounded by the 
height, called Bwrdd Arthur, and on the W. side there is a 
rugged coast seen extending from the Castle Bock (Castell 
Mawr), to Moelfre, and Dulas bay. With the exception of the 
comfortable little inn, there are only farmhouses for public 
accommodation. ^ 

The road leaves Beaumaris by Baron Hill, and after passing 
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Colldge, Trevor, and Plas Gwyn, arrives at Pentraeth, a 
pleasant village, situated less than Im. from Bed Wharf bay. 
The church is an interesting building, containing some old 
monuments. 

From Llanddona viUage and church, dose by the shore at the 
£. end of the bay, the stranger might return to Beaumaris by 
various routes. He might continue near the coast, over the 
height of Bwrdd Arthur ; or by the village of Llaniestyn, where 
a curious tombstone is to be seen in the church, and thence by 
the small lake, Bodgolched, and Tower Hill ; or from the bay 
over the height of Mynydd Llwydiarth, and by Llyn Llwydiarth, 
the source of the Braint stream. 

Beaumaris to Holyhead, by the North Coast. 

The N. coast of Anglesey is ruggell and picturesque, and a 
few days might be very agreeably spent in wandering along the 
cliffs all the way from Beaumaris to Holyhead. 

From the inn at Forth Llongau, on the W. side of Bed 
Wharf bay, the Castle Point is rounded, and then Benllech bay 
is entered. This is a charming place, free from intrusion, with 
excellent sands, low limestone cli£&, and a view in front along 
a rocky coast, as far sb the village and islet of Moelfre, whilst 
in rear there are the heights of the Bound Table, Great Orme's 
Head, and the summits of the Garnedd Llewelyn range of 
mountains. Passing some limestone quarries, and ascending 
from the sands, a road runs above the cliffs, conmianding a 
lovely prospect. 

The mention of Moelfre will remind the reader that in this 
neighbourhood the 'Boyal Charter' was wrecked during a 
f^urful gale in 1859. The steamship was homeward bound 
with gold and passengers from Australia, and just about to 
enter the port of Liverpool, when the storm drove her on this 
coast, and out of about four hundred passengers only thirty- five 
were saved. The cliffs, though not very high, have a severe 
and desolate aspect, and consist of ledges of limestone rock ; 
and close by is the islet of Moelfre. The wreck, which lies 
at the bottom of the bay, still occasionally finds employment 
for the divers. Some of the bodies were washed ashore and 
buried in the adjoining churches. Li Llanallgo graveyard a 
monument was erected to their memory. 

Having passed the Llugwy and Dulas bays, the traveller 
might branch inland, by the N. end of the Parys mountain, 
direct to Amlwch; but the coast scenery all round by Llan- 
wenllwyfo and Llanelian, especially at Point Lynas (or 
.^Hianus) and the lighthouse, is very wild and broken, and 
will repay a visit. 

If the tourist leave the coast and travel inland from Bed 
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Wharf bay to Amlwch, he may also yisit some places of 
interest. 

Amlwch is the chief port on the N. coast of Anglesey. It is 
distant from Beamnaris, by road, 18m. ; from Holyhead, by 
road, 18m. ; and by railway, 36m. ; from Bangor, by railway, 
25m. It oflfers few attractions for the tourist, and derives 
almost the whole of its importance from its proximity to the 
extensive copper mines that are worked on the Parys mountain. 
The population of the parish is 5517. Previous to the opening 
of the mines, in 1776, Amlwch was a fislung hamlet of nalf-fi^ 
dozen houses. The chief hotels are the Castle, and Dinorben 
Arms. 

In the bay, which is half a mile wide at the entrance, a dock 
has been constructed capable of holding thirty vessels of 200 
tons burden. In connection with Beaumaris, Holyhead, and 
Llangefni, Amlwch returns one member to Parliament. 

The Parys mountain, 480 feet high, stands 2m. S. of Amlwch. 
It is a long, uninteresting mass, presenting little of the pic- 
turesque, but commanding a wide view of the island, the ocean, 
and Vie distant peaks of Snowdonia. Almost the whole of its 
surface is covered with the works and the debris of the copper 
mines. The origin of the name of the mountain is uncertain, 
but it has been said to be derived from Robert Parys, Chamber- 
lain of North Wales» in the reign of Henry IV. The chief 
mines are the Parys and the Mona, which, during the last 
hundred years, have yielded large profits to the lords of the 
manor, the Marquis of Anglesey, Lord Dinorben, and others. It 
is computed that at the most flourishing period, they yielded 
80,000 tons of ore annually, and commanded the markets of the 
world. The Komans are supposed to have worked mines here, 
and a cake of copper, weighing 50 lbs., and marked with what 
is considered to be a Boman stamp, was found in the neighbour- 
hood. Nothing certain is known of the mines until 1762, when 
an unsuccessful attempt was made to work them ; however, ou 
the 2nd March, 1768, just when the undertaking was about to be 
abandoned, a rich vein of copper ore was accidentally discovered. 

Westward of Amlwch the coast scenery is very wild and 
grand, being divided by rocky promontories into a number of 
bays, where the waves dash amongst bare, slaty cliffs. At Bull 
bay, IJm. distant, there is a large house, the Bull Bay hotel, 
which is frequented by visitors in summer, and close by it are 
a few fishermen's cottages and a life-boat. A regatta Is held 
}iere annually, which attracts many strangers. The waves have 
hollowed the jagged rocks into miniature creeks and recesses, 
that give the place a picturesque aspect. Porth Wen, l^m. 
beyond Bull bay, is a secluded cove, about ^m. broad, and 
stretching ^m. inland. On either side are rocky heights, and 
theire is a farmhouse close by a sandy beach. Between here 



HOLYHEAD* 91 

and Gemmaes the coast is especially attractiye, being indented 
with wild, rocky creeks, hid between bold headlands. One 
recess, called Hell's Mouth, is particularly fine. A little dis- 
tance N., stands the islet of Middle Moase, also named Ynyg 
Badrig, after St. Patrick, who is said to have called here on bis 
way to Ireland, a.d. 440, and to have built the church of Llan- 
badrig, which stands on the cliffs and is passed just before 
arriving at Gemmaes bay. Gemmaes is a poor place, situated 
in a bay having fine rocks on either side, with a stone pier and 
wharf, affording shelter for small craft at tide time. The coast 
hence to Garmel Point, the N.W. end of the island, is very wild 
and indented, but little visited, and the western shore thence 
to Holyhead bay presents much diversity of scenery, that will 
amply repay the traveller who can spare time to traverse the 
whole distance. Every point and nearly every cove is the 
Bcene of some noted shipwreck. The bay may also be crossed 
by a ferry. A cluster of islets, called the Skerries, are situated 
about 2m. from Garmel head, in a boisterous and dangerous 
part of the ocean. A lighthouse was erected on one of the islets 
in 1730, by the Trinity House, under an act of parliament 
empowering them to purchase private lights, when they were 
compelled by the award of a jury to pay the owner, M. Jonesi, 
Esq., the sum of 444,984?., or about twenty-two years* purchase 
on a revenue of 20,042/. 

From Amlwch a road leads to Gemmaes, over high eround 
a little way from the coast, a distance of 14m., and a road leads 
from Gemmaes to Holyhead, a distance of 18m. From Amlwch 
to Holyhead the traveller may also take more direct routes 
Inland. On this, the north-western part of the island, there 
are cromlechs, tumidi, and camps. There are a few small 
lakes, the chief of which, Llyn Felin Nant, is the source of 
the stream that flows to Gemmaes. 

Bangor to Holyhead, by Boad. 
25 Miles. 

The great mail-coach road, made by Telford, runs from 
Bangor to Holyhead, right across the centre of the Isle of 
Ajiglesey, but since the construction of the railway it has been 
little used. Hardly any tourists traverse it, and they miss 
little, for the country passed through is tame and unintereatiDg. 
The road runs in a straight line over ground which, though 
slightly undulating, is comparatively flat, and in many places 
the soil is poor. Here and there a mean, struggling ^lage 
is passed, but the stranger will probablv flnd a difficulty in 
making himself understood by the inhaoitants, for very few 
of them know a word of English. The monotony of the journey 



92 tLANDUDNO SECTION. 

however, ib here and there relieved, as the tonrist gains the 
high ground, by the splendid views which he obtains of the 
Alpine mountain range extending from Penmaen Mawr, past 
the Gamedds, Glyders, and Snowdon to the Kivals; also 
occasionally there are glimpses of the sea. 

Holyliead. 

Holyhead, situated on the eztrpme western portion of Angle- 
sey, is noted chiefly for being the station for the Irish mail 
packets sailing daily to and from Dublin. The distance by 
water to Kingstown is 64m., which is generally accomplished in 
four hours. Before the reign of William III. the mails were 
despatched either from Parkgate or Liverpool. Not a single 
vessel has been lost since the route was changed. Holyhead 
is the terminus of the Chester and Holyhead railway, and of 
Telford's great coach road. The distance by rail to Bangor is 
24m., to London 260m. : by road to Bangor 25m. The town 
contains a population of about 6000, but until recently it was 
a mere village. It stands on an island about 6m. long, and 
from 2m. to 3m. broad, which is separated from the other portion 
of Anglesey by a narrow channel crossed by an ancient bridge 
(called the Pont Rhydbont), and also by an embankment with 
an opening in the centre, through which the tide flows with im- 
petuosity. The railway and coach road run parallel across the 
embankment. 

The Welsh name of Holyhead island is Caer Gybi, in honour 
of the British saint caUed Cybi, who founded the monastery 
here about a.d. 650. In the town itself there is little of interest 
except the pier, the graving dock, and the church. The pier 
was commenced in 1810. It is 1000 feet long, and at the 
entrance stands a triumphal arch, erected to commemorate the 
visit of George IV. in 1821, when on his way to Ireland. The 
church is an antique embattled building, supposed to occupy the 
site of an ancient monastery. The graveyard is bounded on 
three si<les by a wall, 6 feet thick, considered to be Roman, or au 
imitation of Roman masonry. The obelisk, standing on an 
eminence commanding the town, is to the memory of Captain 
Skinner, who for many years navigated a mail packet &om 
Holyhead to Ireland, and was washed overboard in 1833. The 
Holyhead Harbour of Refuge, called the Royal Victoria 
Harbour, comprises an area of 300 acres. It is a great national 
work, which was commenced in 1845, and declared complete, 
and opened by the Prince of Wales, in 1873, having cost more 
than a million, and a half of money. At one time, as many as 
1500 men were employed. The immense quantities of material 
were obtained from the adjacent quarries. The largest vesael 
can ride at anchor at ail states of the tide. 

A walk of 2m. from the town leads to the top of the Holy- 
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head mountain, or Oaer Gybi, the extreme western part of 
the island; a wild irregular height, covered with heather, 
which rises direct &om the sea to an altitude of 700 feet. The 
cliffs 'are perpendicular, beautifully coloured, but exceedingly 
wild and broken, standing out in bold masses, enclosing bays, 
where the sea surges amongst some romantic caverns, tenanted 
by hundreds of wild birds, such as gulls, pigeons, cormorants, 
and herons. The coast scenery all round the headland is 
superior to that in any other part of North Wales, and rivalling 
that near the Calf in the Isle of Man, and the Land's End in 
Cornwall. There is a glorious prospect of the ocean, the Isle of 
Anglesey, the Alpine peaks of Snowdonia, the coast of Cardi- 
ganshire near Aberystwyth, and as far as St. David's Head ; 
and in clear weather the Isle of Man and Ireland may be dis- 
cerned. The town of Holyhead is seen close below on one side ; 
and on the other, the eye glances down the steep precipices to 
the South Stack rock and lighthouse. 

By descending on the S.£. side of the mountain, the road 
may be entered which leads from Holyhead to the South Stack. 
The distance is about 3^m. from the town to where the road 
ends at the edge of the precipice, and then the isle and light- 
house are seen deep below. A zig-zag path, rendered safe on 
either side by a parapet, leads down the face of the cliff by 
about 365 steps to the suspension bridge. At every step the 
rocks, both above and below, have a terrific aspect, and the 
traveller will feel a relief when he has crossed the bridge over 
the awful-luoking gulf^ and gained footing on the little island. 
The Stack is about ^m. in circumference, a lonely place, where 
Nature is exhibited in some of her wildest moods. On every 
hand the sea thunders amongst the savage rocks and caverns. 
The lighthouse and the keepers' houses are the only buildings 
on the island. During very calm weather the stranger ought to 
hire a boat and visit the caves, the chief of which is called the 
^'Parliament House." Sometimes parties go by boat to the 
Skerries, the cluster of islands 7m. N. of Holyhead, around 
which there are often shoals of fish. Penrhos, a mansion facing 
the sea, 2m. E. of Holyhead, is also worthy of a visit. It is the 
residence of the Honourable W. O. Stanley, Lord Lieutenant of 
Anglesey, and was for centuries the abode of the Owen family, 
who were descended from a noted Welsh chieftain. The 
Stanleys of Alderley are direct representatives. 

Holyhead to Bangor, by the south coast of 

Anglesey. 

That part of Anglesey which is S. of the railway between 
Holyhead and Bangor, is mostly an uninteresting level tract, 
ending in a tame shore of sand, with here and there flats of 
sand which stretch some distance inland. It is litle visited, but 



94 LLAKDUDNO SECTION. ^ 

should the stranger have time to make himself acquainted with 
the district, he will meet ocoasionally with some good yiews, 
and with ancient remains of interest. The antiqnary, too, 
especially in the south-eastern comer of the island, will revel in 
cromlechs, oamps, and various other Boman and pre-historic 
relics. 

The different places may he convenientlv reached hy travelling 
from the several railway stations, or may be traversed on foot. 

Bangor to Carnarvon, by Bail. 
8} Miles. 

On leaving Bangor, the train enters a tunnel, and emerges at 
the Menai station, close by the Suspension bridge, where there 
is a fine view of the Strait and village, the Tubular bridge, and 
the Anglesey monument. On branching from the Holyhead 
line, and passing near the Tubular bridge, the grounds of Yaenol 
park hide the Strait for some distance, and then it reappears 
dose below, on the right, with the mansion of Plas Newydd on 
the opposite shore. 

Beyond Port Dinorwic station an expanse of sea gradually 
becomes visible, but there is nothing of special interest until 
Carnarvon is entered. 

Carnarvon. 

Carnarvon, or Caernarvon, anciently called Caer Arfon, stands 
opposite Anglesey, on the S.E. side of the Menai Strait. It 
is the capit^ of the county, and is governed by a mayor and 
corporation. Population, 11,000. The chief hotels are the 
Boyal (formerly the Uxbridge Arms), the Royal Sportsman, the 
Queen's, and the Castle ; there are also the Eagles, the Prince 
of Wales, and several smaller ones. There are fourteen places 
of worship of various denominations, and a large hall, called the 
Pavilion, capable of accommodating 7000 persons, and is said to 
be the largest public room in the principality. 

Carnarvon is a good centre from which to make excursions to 
the adjacent country; toLlanberisand Snowdon; to Beddgelert 
by road, or by the narrow-gauge railway to Llyn Cwellyn and 
the Snowdon Ranger ; to Nantlle quarries and lakes, by rail ; 
to the Lleyn promontory ; and by boat to the Menai bridges and 
Anglesey. During the summer months coaches leave daily for 
an excursion round Snowdon, by way of Beddgelert and 
Llanberis. 

The river Seiont, which flows from the Llanberis lakes« 
bounds one side of the town, and the estuary between the 
castle and the hill of Coed Helen (Helen's Wood), forms a 
spacious and landlocked harbour of about Jm. in length. 
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Carnarvon was a seaport of importance in the time of the 
Komans, who had a city here, called Segontium, portions of the 
walls of which are still to be seen. Segontium stood on higher 
ground than the Carnarvon of the Britons and of Edward I., but 
recently the town has extended into Segontium. 

The walls of the old town, built by Edward I., are still entire, 
and along the N.W. front there is a promenade, which is in 
process of extension, and when completed will form one of the 
handsomest in the country. The E. gate has been converted 
into the Guildhall, the W. gate stands close upon the sea, and is 
occupied by the Royal Welsh Yacht Club. One tower is apart 
of the County Gaol, another a portion of the North Wales 
Training College, and one also the vestry of St. Mary*s church 
(the old Garrison Chapel) : the remaining four or ^ve are used 
by private persons. 

The greatest attraction at Carnarvon is the castle, which 
occupies about three acres of ground, and is in a wonderful 
state of preservation, the exterior walls being almost entirely 
perfect. It is governed by a constable and depaty-constable, 
the former, the Earl of Carnarvon, the latter. Sir Llewelyn 
Turner, who resides at Parkia, 2m. from the town. The archi- 
tecture and general proportions of this Royal Castle of Car- 
narvon may be truly described as magnificent. It is built of 
squared stones, and the S.W. side, and the two ends, are oma- 
mented with bands of sandstone, which have a very pleasing 
effect. The towers, turrets, and curtain walls are of very 
great height, and the effect of the whole is to form a building 
of the most stately aspect. The two principal gateways are 
the Grand or King's gate, and Queen Eleanor's gate, both of 
which were approached by lofty drawbridges, the latter espe- 
cially being a great height above the moat. The castle was 
commenced by King Edward I., in 1282 or 1283, the first work 
being pushed with such great rapidity that it was inhabited 
within a year. Some writers have thrown doubts on the tradi- 
tion that the castle was built in a year, but the deputy-con- 
stable, in a description of the building read before the Cambrian 
Archsdological Society, showed that the tradition was in no 
degree affected by the statements made, and that a sufficient 
portion of the castle was built in a year to contain a garrison ; 
and further, that to have taken a longer time would have been 
entirely contrary to the rapid and well-known exertion and 
generalship of the great monarch, who was erecting fortresses 
in order to curb a newly-conquered people. 

The Eagle Tower, in which Edwara II. was born, is very 
beautiful, and is surmounted by three turrets, one of which con- 
tains the staircase. A bill for roofing and flooring this tower in 
the tenth year of the reign of Edward II. having, been found in 
the Becord Office, many persons have discredited the tradition 
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that it was the birthplace of the first Prince of Wales. Daring 
the last seven years Sir Llewelyn Turner has made a dose 
search in the Record Office for the purpose of a history of the 
castle, which he is preparing, and the result of his investigation 
shows that, after all, the tradition remains unaffected. Sir 
Llewelyn has discovered the beam holes of the original roof of 
the tower, which was immediately over the room in which the 
Prince was bom. 

The castle, under the present r^W, has undergone most ex- 
tensive repairs ; 480 feet of the moat have been opened, a fine 
tower and its turret have been repaired, thousands of tons of 
rubbish have been cleared out of the interior, and the correct 
levels of the walls ascertained. A museum and several ar- 
mouries of the defensive forces have been established in the 
restored paris. 

In 1294, a war tax having been imposed on the Welsh, they 
rose in rebellion, seized the governor of Carnarvon, and hanged 
him. Afterwards the insurgents, under their leader Madoc, 
attacked the town, massacred all the inhabitants, and set fire to 
the place. It was very soon retaken by the king, who, having 
an army ready for embarkation for France, diverted it to Walea 
In 1402 the town was blockaded by Owen Glyndwr, but without 
success. In the times of the civil wars, Carnarvon was seized 
on behalf of the Parliament, and in 1648 it was besieged by 
the Koyalists, under the command of Sir John Owen. Hearing 
that an army was advancing to relieve the place, Owen raised 
the siege, and marched to meet the advancing forces. Near 
Llandegai a furious encounter ensued, in which Sir John was 
defeated and made prisoner. After this event the whole of 
North Wales submitted to the parliamentary authority. 

Mention has already been made of the Roman town of 
Segontium, which is supposed to be the birthplace of Helena, 
who, accoiding to some authorities, was the mother of Con- 
stantine the Great, and according to others, the daughter of 
Octavius, the Duke of Cornwall, and wife of Maximus, first 
cousin of Constantino. A well and other places here retain 
her name. The place was for a long time the residence of the 
British princes; Cadwallon, the son of Cadfan, being the first 
to fix his court here. Mention is made, of the place in II88, 
nd Hugh, £arl of Chester, erected a fortress there. Lilewel3rn 
the Great also dates a charter from it, in the year 1221. A 
small part of the ancient wall around the Roman dty is still to 
be seen amongst some houses on the S.E. side of Carnarvon, and 
iu the vicarage garden at Llanbeblig are other slight traces of 
Roman buildings. 

Llanbeblig, the mother church of Carnarvon, stands ^m. out 
of the town, by the side of the road leading to Beddgelert, and 
a few yards E. of the Roman station. 
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Near the railway station there is a boss of rook, called Twt 
hill, 8taii«Ung behind the Boyal hotel, that is worth ascending 
for the view it oommands. The top is' gained in a few minutes, 
and there the spectator has before him a yiew of the town 
and castle, a large tract of sea, tiie lale of Anglesey, and the 
country from the Menai Strait to the grand mountain range 
extending from Penmaen Mawr, past Gamedd Llewelyn, to the 
fiivals. 

A pleasant walk may be secured by crossing the river Seiont 
at the ferry close by the castle, and then continuing for some 
distance along a path by the shore, with a charming prospect 
in one direction across the Menai Strait to the Anglesey coast, 
and inland to the long range of noble mountains, from the 
peaked Bivals, the Glyders, and the Gamedds, to Penmaen 
Btlawr. 

Carnarvon to Llanberis, by Bail. 

9 Miles. 

The train runs by the side of the Seiont streauL through 
a rather uninteresting district, with the views hid by low 
heights of waste rock, and ill-cultivated fields, until the Pont 
Bhythallt station is passed, and the foot of Llyn Padarn is 
reached, at Gwm y Glo station. During the next 2m., to Llan- 
beris, the S. shore of the lake is skirted, at the foot of the Moel 
£ilio range of hills, with the Elidyr heights well displayed on 
the opposite side, and in front are the Llanberis pass, and parts 
of Snowdoni. 



Bangor to Penrhyn Gastle. 

Penrhyn castle, the residence of Lord Penrhyn, is situated 
l^m. NJbi. of Bangor, in the midst of a thickly timbered park, 
on an eminence overlooking Beaumaris bay and the entrance 
to the Menai Strait. 

Visitors are admitted on Tuesdays and Thursdays, when the 
family are from home, by ticket only, from ten to five, and on 
Tuesdays only when at home, at a charge of 2«., and if there 
be two or more, Is. extra is charged for every additional indi- 
vidual, to be had at l^e Penrhyn Arms and Gastle hotels, 
Bangor, and the Douglas hotel, Bethesda. One half of the 
proceeds is devoted to the funds of the Gamarvonshire and 
Anglesey Lifirmary; and as the remainder is given to the 
attnidants showing the castle, no farther payment is requi- 
site. 

The park is smrounded by a wall, 7m. in circuit, aud is inter- 
Bocted near the E. side by the river Ogwen. It is entered by 

8. E. H 
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two maasiye gstewaya, one close to the Bangor harbour, tnd 
the other at we Llandegai village, Hm. out of Bangor, on the 
road leading to Bethesda and Conway. 

The castle is a massiye modem boilding, resembling s 
Norman stronghold ; the great tower or keep being copied horn 
Rochester castle. It is supposed to occupy the site of the palace 
of Bhodri Molwynog, who was prince of North Wales early in 
the eighth century. The interior is profusely decorated, and 
there are many rare and costly articles. Slate from the Penrhyn 

Juarries have been converted into almost all kinds of furniture, 
n one of the bedrooms there is a four-post bedstead composed 
entirely of slate. Among the heirlooms there is a hirlca, or 
drinking horn, in the shape of the horn of an ox, and ornamented 
with a silver chain, formerly possessed by Piers G-ruffydd, who 
owned the estates in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and took 
part in the defeat of the Spanish Armada, having joined the 
fleet of Sir Francis Drake in a vessel which he purtdiased and 
equipped at his own cost. 

On leaving the park by the S.E. gateway, the stranger will 
be pleased with the village of Llandegai. It has been deno- 
minated the model village ; the neat cottages, partly decked 
with creepers and shrubs, standing detached in separate garden 
plots, around a church which is approached by a thick avenue 
of yews. In the church there are some interesting monuments. 



Bangor to Penrhjrn Slate duanies. 

Few tourists will leave Bangor without visiting the Penrhyn 
slate quarries. They are 6m. inland, near Bethesda, on the 
norUi-westem spur of Bronllwyd mountain, at the entrance to 
the vale of Nant Ffranoon. Nearly 4000 men are employed at 
the quarries, which are the largest works of the kind in Wales, 
probably the largest in the world. Conveyances are hourly 
plying. between £mgor and Bethesda, the fare each way being 
Is. During the summer months a person is generally appointed 
to guide strangers round the quarries, without any charge being 
made. 

When }m. beyond the village of Bethesda, enter a road on 
the right, which crosses the Ogwen river by a bridge, and then 
turn to the left. A pleasant walk hence by the side of the 
river leads direct to the quarries. The whole of the works are 
visible, the quarries and the debris being arranged in immense 
semicircular tiers, extending from the base to near the top of 
the mountain, and presenting the appearance of a vast fortifica- 
tion. The quarrymen are seen perched on every hand, and at 
intervals, after the sound of a trumpet and the hoisting of a 
flag, the blasting charges are fired, when the flashes of light 
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and wreaths of smoke are seen first in one spot, and then in 
another, followed by the reports — the whole scene resembling 
the firing of cannon from a fort. On each tier of debris is a 
tramway for removing the slate, and the tiers are connected by 
inclined lines of rails. The blocks are conveyed to sheds, where 
men are busy splitting and dressing them. The slates are cnt 
into difi:erent sizes, bearing the fanciful denominations of dukes, 
duchesses, countesses, &c. From the works they are taken along 
a tramway to the railway, and to the harbour at Bangor, whence 
they are conveyed to all parts of the world. 



Ascent of Camedd Idewelyn, from. Betliesda. 

Bethesda is perhaps the best and most natural starting point 
for the ascent of Camedd Llewelyn and Camedd Dafydd. Both 
those mountains send spurs in the direction of the village, and 
present their boldest aspect on that side, so that from the be- 
ginning to the end of the walk, the eye of the traveller rests 
upon them, until they appear to dominate and become the pre- 
Biding genii of the place. 

A few yards past the Douglas Arms hotel the tourist must 
enter a road on the left, which ascends to a hamlet. At the E. 
end of the hamlet another lane ascends past two or three 
cottages, and skirts the base of the stony height of Pen y Garth, 
with the hollow on the right down which flows the Caseg 
stream from Camedd Llewelyn. Beyond the stream are pro- 
minent the heights of Yr Elen, Camedd Llewelyn, and Camedd 
Dafydd ; and in the rear are seen the Penrhyn slate quarries, 
and the mountains on the farther side of Nant Ffrancon. There 
is also a view across the level land to Anglesey, the Holyhead 
hill, and Camarvon bay. The lane leadis to the open fell, 
and then bends to the right, behind a low wall, skirting Cym 
Wigan, with views across a moorland tract to the bold rocks 
of Camedd Dafydd, overhanging the vale of Llafar, and the 
heights on the farther side of Nant Ffrancon. In front are Yr 
Arryg, and Cef o yr Arryg. On the farther side of the Caseg 
stream is the ridge which extends over Yr Elen to Camedd 
Llewelyn. 

After going by a mound of debris from an old slate quarry, 
and two or three broken-down huts, bend to the left, pass 
some sheep-cotes, and ascend along the green slope of Y Drosgl, 
aiming for a small rock on the side of &ra Bach. On the way 
the traveller crosses a watercourse, made for conveying water 
from the Ccuseg stream to some slate quarries. In all proba- 
bility he will turn round many times during the ascent, to 
admire the precipices presented by the fine group of hills 
ranging from Camedd Llewelyn and Yr Elen, past Camedd 

H 2 
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Dafydd, T Gam, T Foel Goch, and Bronllwyd, to the Penrhyn 
elate quarries, with the summit of Elidyr Fawr over the latter 
height, and to the right the unmistakable peaks of the Blvals 
descending to the noble expanse of Carnarvon bay. The walk 
will be thoroughly enjoyed by the mountaineer, who will delight 
in the fine breeze and perfect seclusion, and admire the rugged 
precipices presented by the mountains on this side. The writer 
has gazed with admiration on these heights, when on a winter's 
day they have been capped with snow, and dark clouds have 
enveloped their summits, and then rolled away, giving {dace to 
gleams of bright sunshine. 

[Tourists can also ascend Gamedd Llewelyn by tracing the 
Caseg stream to its source in the gloomy recess where lies 
Ffynnon Caseg, and then making a steep ascent from the tarn : 
or they may pursue the direction of the Uafar stream, to the 
head of Cwm Llafar, the solitary glen between Gajmedd 
Llewelyn and Camedd Dafydd, having on the right the grand 
mtu^ precipice of Camedd Dafydd, which rises vertically more 
than 2000 feet from the vale to the summit of the mountain. 
When at the spot where the latter stream rises, the top of 
Llewelyn is quickly reached.] 

On arriving at tiie Bera fiach rock, a view may be had of 
Puffin island, the sea, and the northern coast of Anglesey, by 
walking a few yards to the left. 

From Bera Bach the traveller proceeds in a S.E. direction, 
along a well-defined foot-track, ana when Bera Mawr comes in 
sight to the N., he must bend to the right, and pass over the 
height of Cefn yr Arryg, upon which is a shepherd's hut, and 
hence climb up a bare, stony slope, to the sunmiit of Camedd 
Llewelyn, 3482 feet above the level of the sea. 

Here he will have spread before him a. grand panorama, the 
most magnificent part being that to the S.W., where there is 
a noble array of mountains. Snowdon stands prominent, and 
nearer is Camedd Dafydd, presenting a wild perpendicular 
front, over the left shoulder of which, are Y Gam and the rocky 
masses of Tryfan and the Glyders. To the right of Camedd 
Dafydd are Y Foel Goch, Elidyr Fawr, and other heights on the 
farther side of Nant Ffranoon, with the Rivals beyond. To the 
right of the Glyders is Bardsey isle, and a beautiful glimpse of 
the sea ; to the left is another glimpse of ocean in the direction 
of Harlech, and then a host of mountain ridges, including Qider 
Idris, Moel Siabod, the Arans and the Denbigh hills stretching 
to the vale of Llanrwst, the Conway river, and the towers 
of Conway castle. To the N.E. are the Great and the Little 
Orme's Head, Colwyn bay, Tal y Fan, and Y Foel Fras ; and to 
the W., the sea and Anglesey. In the far distance, on a clear 
day, the coasts of Lreland, Isle of Man, Scotland, Cumberland 
and Lancashire may also be discerned. 
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Gamedd Llewelyn when fully explored 1b found to be a wild, 
bulky mountain, with a flat, circular summit, from which radiate 
four ridges, those to the N. and S. leading respectively to 
Gamedd Dafydd, and over Cefii yr Arryg to Y Foel Fras, whilst 
to the E. and W. branch the narrow perpendicular cliffs of Pen 
Helyg, and Yr Elen. Between these ridges, scooped as it were 
oat of the sides of the mountain, are the wild recesses of Owm 
lAogwj, Cwm Eigiau, Cwm Gaseg, and Gwm Llafar. 

Before descending, the spectator ought to leave the cairn for 
a few yards, and make the circuit of the flat ground on the 
summit, and thus obtain separate views down each hollow. To 
the S.E. is the beautiful tarn of Ffynnon Llugwy, and the 
vcJley leading to Gapel Gurig. Only separated by a narrow, 
perpendicular ridge of rock, is the bleak-looking hollow of 
Gwm Eigiau, which leads from the very small tarn of Ffynnon 
Llyflietnt, past Llyn Eigiau, to the Forth Lwyd waterfalls, near 
the Conway river. To 'the N.W. there is a lovely prospect, 
which includes the whole of Anglesey and Holyhead mountain, 
the Menai Strait and bridges, Feorhyn castle, Beaumaris, 
Bangor, Puffin island, and a wide stretch of sea ; and close 
below the spectator is Gwm Gaseg, with the small tarn of 
Flynnon Gaseg resting at the base of the wild, perpendicular 
front of Yr Elen. The hollow to the S.W., Owm Llafar, is 
bounded on the opposite side by a huge precipice of rodk, rising 
from the rivulet to the summit of the Gamedd Dafydd. The 
tourist might walk from Gamedd Llewelyn, over Yr Elen, to 
the summit of Gamedd Dafydd, or descend into any of the four 
cwws, and thence reach either Bethesda, Gapel Gurig, LJanrwst) 
Gonway, or Aber. 

Gamedd Llewelyn, Llewelyn's heap of stones, or cairn, 
derives its name from the famous Welsh prince, Llewelyn, who 
is said to have had a £Drtified camp on the top of the mountain, 
no trace of which remains, and to have beheld from this point 
Bangor in flames, the work of the army of King John, to whom 
he sent his wife, Joan, the king's daughter, with terms of peaee. 

Bangor to Capel Curig and Bettws 7 Coed, by the 

Pass of Nant Ffrancon. 

Bethesda, 5m. ; Top of the Pass of Nant Ffrancon, 9}m. ; Capel 
Carig, 14}m. ; Bettws y Coed, 20m. 

This is one of the finest drives in North Wales, going through 
beautiful landscape scenery to the grand mountain ranges at 
the head of Nant Ffrancon, and thence by Gapel Gurig to the 
lovely sylvan district of Bettws y Goed. A coach leaves the 
railway station and town daily at 9 a.m. 

When out of the streets of Bangor, there is a view on the 
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left, of the sea. Great Orme's Head, Puffin island, the coast of 
Anglesey, and Beaumaris. Passing Penrhyn Arms hotel, the 
roacL slightly bends to the right and runs by the side of the 
grounds of Penrhyn castle, which are hidden for a long distance 
by a high wall, and in front appear the heights of Moel y Gi, 
Elidyr Each, Bronllwyd, Camedd Dafydd and Carnedd Llew- 
elyn. Opposite the noble entrance-gate of the park, and ih.e 
model village of Llandegai (see page 98), the road turns to the 
right. This is one of the wide^ and best constructed roads in 
Great Britain, and was made for the government by Telford, 
and afterwards used by the Irish mail coaches running between 
London and HulyhoMi. On the left is a sylvan tract of country 
through which flows the Ogwen river, and in frunt is an array 
of mountains, whiUt in the rear there is a fine view of Penrhjn 
castle, which stands on rising ground surrounded by dense 
masses of trees ; and beyond it are the sea, Puffin island, and 
the coast of Anglesey. 

3m. out of Bangor, close by a small inn, called the Half-way 
House, the Ogwen river is crossed, a fine stream flowing over a 
boulder-strewn bed beneath dense foliage. It contains salmon 
and trout. Persons are allowed to fish above the bridge all the 
way to Llyn Ogwen, but between the bridge and the sea the 
fishing is preserved. The tramway, which for some distance 
will have been observed close by the road, now runs on the 
opposite side of the stream, direct to the slate quarries. It is 
used for carrying slate to the quay near Bangor. 

Emerging from the shade of the woods, mountain masses 
again appear in front, and after passing some quarries, the town 
of Bethesda is entered. This is a busy, populous district, prin- 
cipally occupied by the persons employed at the neighbouring 
slate workEf. Villages and detached houses stand on the high 
ground in every direction ; and from many points the landscape 
has a picturesque appearance, the bulky masses of the Gar- 
nedds, and those around Nant Ffrancon, adding solemnity to 
the scene. 

Beyond the village, and the Douglas Arms hotel, the Penrhyn 
quarries are observed on the right, with their many tiers of 
slate debris running in a kind of amphitheatre, like a vast forti- 
fication, round the shoulder of the Bronllwyd mountain. When 
l^m. beyond Bethesda, near the hamlet of Tyn y Maes, where 
there is a small inn, the traveller enters Nant F&ancon, a vale 
surrounded by some of the most magnificent mountains in 
Wales. The name is said to mean •* The Beavers' Hollow," 
but it probably takes its name from Adam de Francton, the 
English knight who slew Llewelyn the Great. The valley is 
wild and secluded, 3 or 4m. long, and §m. wide, the stream 
winding through flat, green meadows, from which on the right 
rise steep slopes terminating in cwms, and the perpendicular 
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craggy peaks of Bronllwyd, Moel Perfedd, Y Foel Goch, and Y 
Ga^ ; whilst on the left rise the bare crags of the bulky mass 
of Garnedd Dafydd. At the head of the vale stands the 
immense mountain barrier of the Glyders, presenting an awe- 
inspiring front of dark perpendicular crags. The road winds 
along the base of Garnedd Dafydd, fiffcy feet above the vale. 
The geologist will no doubt mentally picture the time when the 
l«vel part of the vale would in all probability be covered with 
water, and form a lovely lake reflecting the surrounding heights. 
Professor Bamsay says : — " The river wanders through marshes 
and flat meadows, which I often incline to think may at one 
time have been dammed up on the N., to form a lake, at a spot 
not far above the slate quarries, where the Gambrian and 
Lingula grits, striking across the valley, have been ground by 
the old glacier of Nant F&ancon into rochea moutonneesy as 
perfect as any in Wales/' 

Gradually the vale narrows, and the whole scene becomes 
more wild, the fields beino: left behind and replaced by bosses 
of rock, over which flows the water in cascades, called the Falls 
of Benglog. The road ascends almost imperceptibly, bv the 
side of the moimtain, and at a sharp turn round a rock the 
sooDe suddenly changes, the vale in the rear disappears, and the 
e:rand, conical peak of Tryfan mountain comes fully in view 
directly in front, with Uyn Ogwen, a large expcmse of water, 
resting between it and the mass of Garnedd Dafydd. The 
head of the Llyn appears comparatively tame, the mountains 
vanishing in that direction, and only smooth, grassy slopes, and 
one or two .insignificant craggy heights being visible in the 
distance. Glose by the spectator, however, the scene is wild in 
the extreme. As the water leaves Llyn Ogwen it dashes over 
masses of rock, which by their smooth, rounded character speak 
of a past era of ice action. ^ Another streamlet, flowing close 
past a cottage and the debris of a slate quarry, comes from 
Uyn Idwal, which lies in the hollow on the right at the base of 
Glyder Fawr. 

No person ought to cross over the pass of Nant Ffrancon with- 
out branching off for 500 or 600 yards to the right to see Llyn 
Idwal, a large sheet of water perhaps unsurpassed by any other 
in Wales for its wild surroundings. It is found without any 
difficulty by following the course of the streamlet from the 
cottage, and the walk is quite easy. The tarn lies in a deep, 
solitiuy cwm, and from its shore rise the rocky height of Y Gam, 
and the dark, perpendicular front of Glyder Fawr. Bocl^ 
knolls and loose blocks spread from its N.W. shore to the neigh- 
bouring mountains, Tryfan, Garnedd Dafydd, Braich Ddu, and 
y Foel Goch. 

Llyn Idwal is said to have been the spot where Idwal, son of 
Owen Gwynedd, Prince of North Wales, was murdered, being 
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drowned or hwled down rocks by his tutor, Dnnant, at the 
instigation of Nefydd Hardd, his foster &tber, to whose care he 
had been entmsted. 

'* No human ear bat Diuiant's heard 
Tonng Idwal's dying scream." 

Formerly the shepherds believed the place to be the hannt 
of demons, and that no bird was ever seen to fly oyer iU 
waters, similar to the tradition of an Irish lake of wmch Moore 
writes: — 

** By that lake whose gloomy shore 
Skylark never warbles o'er." 

TwUdft (the Black Qeffc, or Devil's Kitchesi), is high above 
the tarn, a horrible gap in the centre of a great black predpioe. 

Llyn Ogwen is about l|m. long, and 600 yards broad. It 
contains trout, and there are boats upon it which visltorB may 
hire at the adjoining cottage. The nshing is free to anyone. 
The road skirts the shore of the tarn the whole way at the base 
of the rocky side of Tryfan, with the comparatively smooth 
height of dftmedd Dalydd across the water. At the head of 
the Llyn, the rocky front of Tryfan assumes a majestic appear- 
ance, being like a huge pyramid of dark, bare crags, with an 
exceedingly sharp edge, and two stones prominent on the top, 
standing close together like human figures. These stones have 
often b^n mistaken for men, and, one writer, who made the tour 
at the beginning of the present century, says, — ^ A gentleman 
of my acquaintance relatoi to me some particulars of his journey, 
and among other things told me that having passed through 
Nant F&ancon a little way, he observed on the top of one of ^ 
mountains two men that seemed very earnestly engaged in 
admiring the country. He said tiiat although he went on veiy 
slowly, and was constantly looking back at tiiem, till an inter- 
vening rock shut them from his sight, yet they remained in the 
same position. The story was told so seriously that it was not 
without difficulty I could keep my countenance to hear it to the 
end, and even when I had^ I was scarcely able to persuade him 
that what he had imagined to be men were nothing but blodb 
of stone.*' 

By the natives these stones are called *' The Shepherdesses,* 
and there are said to have formerly been three, thus aceounting, 
as some thiuk, for the name Tryfan (three summits) ; bat as 
the mountain itself presents three tolerably well defined peaks 
from some points, the name is probably not derived fixun the 
individual stones. 

On each side of the road aro smooth, rounded rocks, riving 
evidence of iee aetion ; and on looking back, the heists of 
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Try&n, Y Gam, Y Foel Goch, and Camedd Dafydd form a fine 
amphiUieatre. The road here runs through a comparatively 
tajne tract of wild, upland waste, containing patches of boulder- 
Btrewn ground, peat oog, or enclosed meadows, and two or three 
solitary houses. The ground gradually rises on eitiier hand to 
mountains, presenting little of interest on this side, hut many 
times the trayeller will cast a backward glance at the grand 
masses he has left around Llyn Ogwen, which are seen for a 
long distance, then gradually one by one disappear. 

Having crossed the watershedding, the road runs by the side 
of the Llugwy river, which has its source in Ffynnon Llugwy 
at the base of Oarnedd Llewelyn, and flows into the Conway 
river at Bettws y Coed. 4m. from Llyn Ogwen is Gapel 
Onrig, and just before arriving there the bulky mass of Moel 
Siabod comes in sight ; also the conical peaks of Snowdon, more 
distant on the right On gaining the road leading from Bettws 
y Coed to Snowdon, the Capel Curig hotel is a few hundred 
yards distant. 

Turning to the left for Bettws y Coed, the meadows of the 
vale and the river are on the right, and in rear, close past the 
hotel, are seen the two sheets of water, called Llyniau Mymbyr, 
with Snowdon well displayed in the distance. After passing 
the small house, Bryntyrch hotel, rounded ro<^ and hillocks 
are on every hand, and the river flows between rocks and along a 
rugged boulder-strewn bed, its banks and the neighbouring hills 
gradually becoming beautifully clothed with wood. One mile 
farther down the valley, is the Tan y Bwlch hotel, a comfortable, 
snug house, situated in a retired nook in the midst of wood, 
rock, and water, a favourite resort of artists. A few yards 
£Eirther is the small house, called the Tyn y Coed hotel, and then 
the river flows under Pont y Gy^^g, a bridge of one large arch, 
and below are rocks and pools where the water forms cascades. 
Presently there is a charming bit of rising ground clothed with 
wood, and in the midst of the foliage are two or three houses 
and a chapel. Above these, towers the dark, frowning mass of 
Moel Siabod, which gradually becomes more fully displayed. 
The journey down the vale for the next mile is pleasant, but 
without anything of special interest. After crossing the river 
by a bridc^e, in a finely wooded portion of the vale, the Bhaiadr 
y Wenol (Swallow waterfalls) are reached. The spot where they 
are situated will be indicated to the stranger oy a summer- 
house which is perched on a rock directly above them. The 
fsdls may be seen from the road, as they are close below the 
traveller, but the better plan is to enter the grounds by a gate 
opposite the Swallow Falls hotel. 

The stream below the fall for a short distance flows at the 
bottom of a deep, woody dell, with the rocks rising on the 
opposite side many hundreds of feet, and clothed to the top with 
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wood. The yalle^ and rising ground on every hand become 
more and more thickly covered with timber. The sterility and 
■nblimity of the mountains now give place to the sylvan scenes 
for which Bettws y Coed is so famed. Sometimes the road is 
overshadowed by ^ees, then the view opens to the hills, rich in 
foliage ; the murmurs of the river are always heard, and ever 
and anon glimpses are caught of its beautiful silvery spray, 
and its rocky ^ boulder-strewn bed. 
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BETTWS T COED. 

BettwB y Coed is a pretty village, situated at the junction of 
the rivers Conway and Llugwy, right at the head of the vale 
of Llanrwst, beneath high clifTs, the sides of which are rugged 
and clothed with dense woods, and their summits crowned with 
pine. The richly sylvan character of the scenery, combined 
with the beautiful mountain torrents of the Conway, the 
Machno, the Lledr, and the Llugwy, makes the place a great 
favonrite of British painters, apd perhaps entitles it to lay 
claim to be considered, " the Paradise of Wales." The late 
David Cox frequented the place for more than forty years, and 
an old sign-board of the Boyal Oak, painted by him, is still to 
be seen in the entrance hall of the hotel. 

Bettws y Coed is a good centre from which to make excur- 
sions to the neighboiuring hills and dales, and there is every 
accommodation for the visitor, both in hotels and lodging- 
houses. The chief hotels are the Royal Oak, Waterloo, Gwydyr, 
and Glan Aber. In front of the village, the Llugwy is crossed 
by Pont y Pair, an ivy-dad bridge of four arches, beneath 
which the water tumbles in torrents, over rugged rocks. Near 
the railway station is the old church, shaded by yew trees, and 
now used only for interments. It contains a monument to the 
memory of Grufydd, son of Dafydd Q6ch, a natural son of 
Dafydd, the last Prince of Wales. Coaches leave Bettws y 
Coed every week day for Dolwyddelan and Ffestiniog; and 
also, durmg the summer months, for Capel Curig, Bangor, 
Beddgelert, and Llanberis. 

The Swallow Waterftdls. 

These are formed by the waters of the Llugwy river, and are 
close to the Capel Curig road, 2^m. from Bettws y Coed. The 
Welsh name is said to he Bhaiadr y Wennol, which is probably 
a corruption of Bhaiadr Ewynawl, the foaming cataract. The 
falls may be partly seen from the road, but a better view is 
obtained by entering the wood at a gate opposite the Swallow 
Falls hotel, and then descending by a path to the bed of the 
river. Ko charge is made for admittance to the grounds, and 
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the walk from the road will not occupy more than one or two 
minutes. 

The dell is deep, wild, and beautiful. High wooded difis 
rise from the bed of the torrent, and a heavy volume of water 
flows in a broad stream, making two fine falls, and also a 
smaller one that is partly out of sight below the spectator. The 
two principal falls are each about 20 feet hi^h and 30 feet 
broad, the upper oue being split into a number of small cas- 
cades, which are precipitated into a pool, and then, ten yards 
below, form a second fall, by flowing in a broad sheet over a 
smooth sloping rock. 

One or two things militate against these falls. They are too 
near the highway to allow the tourist the pleasures of seclusion, 
and the river flows at such a depth amongst the steep rocks that 
there can be no winding pathways along its banks. 

The Fairy Glen. 

The Fairy Glen is one of the first places visited by the 
stranger on his arrival at Bettws y Coed. It is reached by 
following the road that passes the Waterloo hotel, crosses the 
bridge over the Conway river, and descends to the right. The 
hills on every hand are beautifully wooded, some of them 
presenting craggy pine-clad precipices. On arriving at a house, 
close to the l^ver Pool bridge, l^m. from Bettws y Ooed, a 
lane must be entered on the left, and after proceeding a few 
hundred yards, the rocky dell, known by tourists as the Fairy 
Glen, is seen close below. The Welsh name is Ffos Noddyn. 

Descending by some steps to the bed of the stream, a secluded 
spot is gained amongst huge boulders and masses of rock, where 
tne whole scene presents an enchanting sight. The water <xl 
the Conway forms a continuous torrent, flowing along a narrow 
gorge, with vertical rocks on either side clothed with plants and 
a few trees. The stream, after passing the spectator, winds 
round picturesque moss-covered clifls, and is soon joined by 
the Lledr river. After re-ascending, it is well to stroll for a 
few minutes along the path in the plantation, and gain points 
where there are fine views of the rocks and the water down 
the deU, and across to the lower part of the Lledr vale. 

In returning to Bettws y Coed the tourist can cross the 
Beaver Pool bndge, and then enter a road on the right which 
runs through the wood on the W. side of the Conway river, and 
emerges a few yards from the Waterloo hotel. 

The Conway and Machno Falls. 

These are situated 2|m. from Bettws y Coed, and are gained 
by crossing the Conway, at the Waterloo bridge, and following 
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the higher road on the right leading to Pentre Foelas and 
Gorwen. After passing beueath a wooded height, a part of the 
Lledr vale is seen, with Moel Siabod a prominent object in the 
distance; and then, at a sharp turn, the road runs high np 
along the rocky side of the Dinas hill, with the Conway deep 
below, rushing in a roaring torrent along a romantic ravine. 
Exactly at the second mile-stone from Bettws y Coed a road 
branches on the right, crosses the stream at Bont Newydd 
bridge, and runs up the Machno yale. Here a path leads 
through a field to the Conway falls. 

After obtaining a view down the wild recess where the 
surging waters of the Conway and Machno meet, a descent is 
made to the brink of the river, and a full view obtained of the 
principal cascade. The united waters of the two streams, on 
emerging from a narrow gorge, descend about 20 or 30 feet, and 
are divided into two sheets by a mass of rock, and a modem 
salmon ladder, which stands in the centre of the stream. The 
place is secluded, and the surrounding cliffs give it a character 
of wild beauty. 

On returning to the road, the Machno falls may be visited 
by crossing the Conway bridge, and going up the Machno vale 
for less than ^m. to the Pandy toll-gate, where a road branches 
to the right, crosses the Pandy bridge-, over the Machno stream, 
and leads to the Pandy mill. This flour mill, in combination 
with the adjacent wood, rock, and water, is a picturesque object, 
much in favour with artists. The river rushes down a wild, 
Tocky gorge, and forms the Machno falls, the water descending 
about 40 feet, and the rocks being well clothed with moss and 
crowned with trees. 

From the mill the traveller may follow a rugged road, with 
the Conway stream on the right forming one continnous line of 
small cascades ; and, after entering the Lledr vale, the Fairy 
Glen can be visited. 

Llanrwst. 

Llanrwst is a market town, containing about 2500 in- 
habitants. Market day, Tuesday. It is 4^m. from Bettws y 
Coed by the new road, and 8^m. by the old road, and may be 
reached by train or by road on either side of the valley. In 
former times the place was famed for the manufacture of Welsh 
harps. The chief hotels are the Victoria and the Eagle. There 
is nothing of interest here except the church, the bridge over 
the Conway, and Gwydyr castle ; but there are pleasant walks 
in the neighbourhood. 

Llanrwst is the nearest station to Trefriw and the Trefriw 
wells, to which an omnibus and cars run daily. Though 
Trefriw is 2Jm. distant by road, Im. may be saved by going on 
the E. side of the river, but a boat to cross the water in front of 
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the Belle Yue hotel, at Trefriw, is not always oertain to be 
ready. 

Llanrwst churoh is visited by the tourist on account of the 
Gwydyr chapel, and the stone coffin of Llewelyn. The chapel 
was erected in 1633, by Sir Bichard Wynn, of Gwydyr, from a 
design by Inigo Jones, and it was for many years the burial 
place of the Gwydyr family. The stone coffin in which it ia said 
Llewelyn ap lorwerth, sumamed the Great, the son-in-law of 
King John, was buried at the abbey of Conway, was afterwards 
removed to Maenan abbey, whence it was brought to Llanrwst at 
the dissolution of monasteries. The carved rood-loft at the 
E. end of the church is also supposed to have been removed here 
from Maenan abbey. 

The bridge over the river, said to have been built after 
designs by Inigo Jones, consists of three arches, and has an 
antique appearance. If a person place his back against the 
stone ou the middle arch, and another strikes his back against 
the opposite stone, the whole bridge is felt to vibrate. 

Inigo Jones, who appears to have taken a very active part in 
the management of the building of mansions and bridges in 
Wales during the early part of the seventeenth century, ia 
claimed as a native of this neighbourhood ; others say he was a 
Londoner by biith, but of WeLh extraction. 

Gwydyr Castle. 

The stranger can at any time gain admission to Gwydyr 
castle. The building is pleasantly situated on the W. bank of 
the Conway river, at the foot of a beautiful wooded cliff, but it 
does not present an imposing appearance, being merely a 
moderate-sized mansion without embattled walls. It contains 
08^ panelling, richly carved furniture, some old tapestry, and 
a few paintings. The old building, which was erected in 
1555, on the site of one still more ancient, was pulled down 
in 1816, and replaced by the present structure. It was Cbe 
seat of the Wynns till 1678, when it became the property 
of the Marquis of Lindtiay, who married Mary, heiress of Sir 
Richard Wynn. It has since passed by marriage to the 
Willoughby family, and is now the property of Lady Willoughby 
De Eresby. The Wynns of Gwydyr were for centuries a 
noted Welsh family, and the first baronet, Sir John Wynn, who 
died in 1626, at the age of 73, wrote a valuable work, entiiJed 
* The History of the Gwydyr family.' On the side of the hill 
above the castle, is a private chapel, where service is held eveiy 
Sunday. It was erected in 1673. From the chapel there are 
pleasant walks leading in many directions through the wood& 
and excellent views are obtained of the Conway vale. 
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Trefriw village, and Chalybeate wells. 

Tre&iw stands pleasantly on the W. side of the Conway vale, 
between the wooded hills at the entrance to the small glen 
leading to the lakes Crafnant and Geirionydd. The river is 
tidal and navigable to this point, and during the summer 
months a small steamer -sails up every week day from Conway. 
There is a good hotel, the Belle Yue, and the place is a con- 
venient starting point for excursions amongst the hills. Im. 
farther down the valley are the Trefriw chalybeate wells and 
baths. The waters spring in an old mine-working at the foot 
of the Cae Coch hill, and are strongly impregnated with iron 
and sulphur. 

TreMw to Llyn Geirionydd, and thence to 

Capel Curig. 

Geirionydd lake is 2}m. from Trefriw, and about }m. S.E. 
of Llyn Crafnant, the two sheets of water being separated by 
Mynydd Daulyn mountain. The rivulets from botL join and 
form one stream, which flows past Trefriw into the Conway. 
Geirionydd is more than ^m. long, and less than ^m. broad. On 
one side rises a mountain presenting a beautifully coloured front, 
and, near the other shores, there are low, uninteresting-lookiDg 
hills, bare of trees, and covered with heather and grass. At the 
foot of the lake, on a knoll of rock, and on a raised pedestal of 
slaty stones, there stands a rough slate slab, about 10 feet high, 
surmounted bj a cross of similar material. It was erected by 
Lord Willoughby De Eresby, in memory of the Welsh bard 
Taliesin, who is said to have lived on the banks of this lake. It 
is without inscriptiou, a rough memorial, in unison with the 
mystic nature of the poet. 

From Trefriw the lake may be reached by following the 
same road as that which leads to Llyn Crafnant, cmd then 
branching to the left, in front of Mynydd Daulyn. It is, how- 
ever, usually visited by following a road which ascends from the 
village in a winding course round the S.E. side of the wooded 
height on the left. When through the wood, at the top of the 
hill, a small upland vale is entered, where are some cottages, a 
slate quarry, and the old church of Llanrhychwyn. The church, 
which is reached by following a path on the right, is a very old 
building, with a few yew trees in the graveyard, and some 
painted tigures in the E. window. A path leads hence over the 
hills to Llyn Geirionydd, ^m. distant, and then a cart road 
runs along the E. side of the lake to the head of the gleu. 
From the farthest house the traveller may cross the heath-clad 
heights to Capel Curig. There is not any well defined path, but 
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by bearing a little to the left of the stream which flows into the 
head of Geirionydd lake, the small sheet of water known as 
Llyn By chan is soon passed, and then the streamlet from it leads 
to the road near the Tan y Bwlch hotel. 

The rocks at Llyn Bychan are streaked with white spar and 
decked with heather and ferns. On the left of the Llyn is a 
small height oonmianding a view of numerous tarns which rest 
in the hollows of the heath-clad hills aroand. Close by is Llyn 
Coed Deri Duon, the water from it descending to the Llugwy 
river ; and Llyn Bodgjmwydd, flowing into the Geirionydd lake. 
Four or five small sheets of water, near together, are reservoirs 
formed for the use of the adjacent lead mines. The tourist may 
have many pleasant rambles amongst the tarns and hills which 
lie between Bettws y Coed, Llanrwst, Trefriw, and Capel Ourig. 
The ascent can be made from almost any point, and in many 
directions. The ground, though mostly covered with heather, 
is not at all monotonous, being varied by small hills and 
hollows, with rocks in places beautifully coloured, and here and 
there, near the valleys of the Conway and Llugwy, the land- 
scape is enriched by woods. The tarns are numerous, and are 
also far &om being devoid of elements of beauty. 



Dolgarrog Water&lls. 

The Dolgarrog waterfalls are in the Conway vale, 1 Jm. N. of 
Trefriw village, and Jm. from the chalybeate wells. They 
are formed by Yr Afon Ddu, the stream which has its source in 
Llyn Cowlyd, and after flowing along an upland vale for 3m. 
forms numerous cascades in descending the wooded cliff to the 
Conway river. The falls are very beautiful, the water flowing 
over bouliiers and steep ledges of rock ; in one place spreading 
in various directions over a precipice of more than 100 feet, and 
in another flowing in a broad sheet for about 70 feet. The trees 
and rocks on either side enhance the scene, but the tourist is 
unable to obtain good points of view, as the bank is very steep 
and thickly covered with rock and wood, without any defined 
path. 

The stream may be traced upwards to Llyn Cowlyd, which is 
a large sheet of water, v^ith mountains rising steeply from its 
shores. The lake can also be visited from Trefriw by following, 
for a few hundred yards, the path which leads to Llyn Crafnant, 
and then by branching to the right, and entering a track that 
crosses over a ridge to the glen at the head of which Llyn 
Cowlyd is situated. 
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The Forth Llwyd Waterftalls, and a Walk up Cwm 
Eig^au to Llyn Eigiau and Ffynnon LlyfGEunt. 

The Forth Llwyd waterfalls, distant from Trefriw 3Jm. down 
the vale, on the W. side, are deserving of a visit. Tlie stream, 
which descends steeply from Gwm Eigiau in a wild manner 
over rough boulders, through a wooded dell, has its source in 
Ffynnon Llyffaint, a tarn situated in a rooky recess at the base 
of Gamedd Llewelyn. It then flows for about 6m. through the 
solitary vale of Cwm Eigiau, passing Llyn Eigiau at about the 
middle of its course. Persons fond of a mountain ramble would 
do well to wander up the glen after visiting the waterfalls. 
These series of cascsules are sometimes denominated Bhaiadr 
Mawr, the Great Fall. 

A path leaves the Gonway road at a bridge, and winds up 
the hill, passing a few cottages, and allowing glimpses on the 
left of many cascades formed by the torrent as it pursues its 
course at the base of a perpendicular, wooded cliff. There is 
also a view on the right, of the Gonway river, winding like a 
huge python, along a wide, flat part of the vale. At the last 
cottage, the tourist passes through a small gate on the left, and 
arrives at the falls, where the stream descends over immense 
blocks of stone, and then precipitates itself over a broad, per- 
pendicular rock, 50 feet high ; after which it foams and whirls 
with a loud roar through narrow gorges and over boulders, 
descending hundreds of tiBet, and forming waterfalls along every 
part of its course. Passing through a hedge, at a stue, the 
top of the fall is reached, where there is a view down the 
ravine, the water being seen for some distance forming a white 
line of cascades amidst the rocks and foliage, the dell being 
richly timbered, and the cliff on the right covered along its side 
with wood, and its summit crowned with jpine. 

Keepine along the path, the stream for some distance is a 
pleasant object, flowing along a rugged bed, with knolls of rock 
on either side well clothed with verdure. Moel Eilio now 
beoomes a promineut' object in front, and the tourist, following 
the direction of the stream, approaches a solitary part of the 
mountains. Gradually advance to view the heights of Graig 
Eigiau, Pen Llithrig, Pen Helyg, and Y Foel Fras. After 
traversing a wide, dreary expanse of thick grass, heather, and 
peat, Llyn Eigiau is reached. It is situated 3m. up the glen, 
at the base of the rocky mass of Graig Eigiau, and is a 
shapeless i^eet of water. It contains trout, and there is a boat 
upon it. 

The distance to TreMw, direct over the hills on the left, is 5m., 
the path leading over a rocky, heath-covered height, to the vale 
through which flows the stream from Llyn Gowlyd, and th^o 

8.B. I 
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croflBing oyer another ridge, and deaoending almost direct to 
Trefriw. 

Above the tarn the glen bends ronnd the height of Craig 
Eigian, the rocky predpices of Pen Llithrig and Pen Helye on 
the left, and Oaniedd Llewelyn in front, Imparting to the plaoe 
an aspect of solemn grandenr,* which is incr^ised by tiie 
secluded and desolate character of all the snrroundiDgs. Some 
slate qnarries are situated at the base of Pen Helyg, and a tram- 
way leads from them down the glen to the Conway river. 
Tracing the coarse of the glen, the small tarn of Ffynnon 
Llyffidnfc is reached, situated 6m. firom the Conway river, in a 
soutar/ recess at the foot of Camedd Llewelyn. Hence the 
traveller may climb to the smnmit of the mountain, cross the 
hUls by a path leading to Bethesda and Aber, and go north- 
wards to ike tarns Melynllyn and Llyn Dulyn, or southwards in 
the direction of Capel Curig. 

Uyn Dulyn, and Melynllyn. 

These two tarns lie amongst the mountains in wild recesses, 
5m. W. of the Conway vale. Their waters unite and form a 
brook which enters the Conway river a short distance S. of the 
village of Llanbedr. They both deserve a visit, but especially 
Llyn Dulyn, one of the wildest tarns in the principality. 

The pedestrian can take the train to Tal y Cafn station, cross 
the river at the ferry, and, after passing Caerhun, the site of a 
Boman station, ascend the hills by a road S. of the brook. 
The water flows down a deep, wooded dell, and forms small 
cascades. After heavy rains the tourist must not descend to the 
stream, it being difficult to cross, but keep on the road which 
nins high above it, with the ravine on the right. 2m. from the 
village the stream is crossed by a wooden foot-bridge, close by a 
farmhouse, and then a dreary tract is entered, the gronnd being 
covered with boulders, gorse, grass, and Leather, and sloping on 
either side to the tops of the hills, and in front is a mountain 
range. At all times it will be found a solitary walk, but if 
tlie weather be stormy, or the hills veiled in mist, the stranger 
will prolwibly experience a feeling of utter desolation. Oaie 
must be taken not to follow any of the rivulets which branch 
on the right, and have their source in hollows near the tops of 
the mountains, but keep on the left, by the side of the stream, at 
the base of a height that hides the glen of Cwm Eigiau. Botii 
the tarns are in craggy recesses, only Jm. apart, Melynllyn 
being on the S.E. When Llyn Dulyn is reached, the stranger 
will be astonished with the wild grandeur of the scene. It 
lies in a deep hollow, f m. in circuit, with rocky mountain 
precipices, forming a vast amphitheatre, rising vertically from 
the water almost to .the summit of Cefia yr Arryg, a spar of 
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Camedd Llewelyn, and down the crevices in the rocks driblets 
descend, forming solitary streaks of spray. On the side where 
the water issues by a narrow outlet, there is high ground bestrewn 
with boulders, apparently the remains of a terminal moraine. 
The eayage and desolate character of the spot will never be 
forgotten by the visitor, and he will, perhaps, think this tarn 
unequalled by any other in Wales; certainly there are not 
more than half-a-dozen entitled to bear a comparison with it. 
Magnificent it is to see the rolling mist filling all the hollows 
and enshrouding the heights, then clearing away by degrees, 
and allowing occasional peeps of the mountain summits and 
the water, until eventually the vapour entirely disappears, and 
a Aill view is presented of tarn, mountain, and precipices. 

The tarn is generally said to be the mouth of an extinct 
volcano, but this is a belief which will have to give way before 
the more enlightened views of the geological history of the 
district. In ail probability the recess was formed principally by 
the scooping action of ice, the glaciers descending the verticcd 
cUfib, and depositing the huge bank of debris. 

The fishing in Dulyn and Melynllyn lakes, and the streams, 
is preserved. 

Melynllyn tarn is separated from Llyn Dulyn by a narrow 
shoulder of the mountain. It is gained after a few minutes* 
climb. Though not so vnld as Llyn Dulyn, it is a secluded 
and beautiful sheet of water, nearly the same in circumference 
as Llyn Dulyn, but not quite so large or perfect a circle. 
In front rise high vertical rocks, and on either side green 
slopes of less elevation. It is embanked by a fine terminal 
moraine, like a huge earthwork, bestrewn with boulders, an 
excellent illustration of glacier action. Near the tarn there is 
a stone quarry, whence a road leads along the mountain side 
down the valley. 

The tourist may climb from the tarns to the top of Camedd 
Llewelyn in an hour, by ascending the shoulder between the 
two sheets of water. At first both tarns are in sight, one on 
each side, and when the top of the shoulder is gain^ a view is 
obtained down to the upper recesses of Owm Eigiau, with 
Camedd Llewelyn at the head, and across are the fine heights 
of Pen Helyg, Pen Llithrig, and Moel EiUo, and behind Pen 
Helyg, Moel Siabod is visible. By bending to the right, and 
gradually ascending a smooth slope, the tourist arrives at the 
top of Camedd Llewelyn. 

On gaining the rocks above Melynllyn tarn he might turn 
eastward, keep Cwm Eigiau on the right, and walk on the heights 
to the summit of Craig Eigiau, and then descend to the Conway 
vale. Also from Llyn Dulyn the hills might be crossed in a 
K.W. direction to Llyn yr Afon, Aber, Llanfairfechan, and 
PenmaenmawT. 

I 2 
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BettwB 7 Coed to Pentre Foelas, Cerrig y Drudion, 

and Corwen* 

Peatre Foelas, 6f m. ; Cerrig 7 Dmdion, 12im. ; Goat Inn, 17m. ; 

Corwen, 22m. 

This journey is along the old mail coach road, made, from 
Shrewsbury to Holyhead, by Telford. For the first 5m. from 
Bettws y Coed, and again for the same distance before arriving 
at Gorwen, the scenery is attractive ; but along the other 10m. 
the traveller makes his way through a wide, treeless tract of 
country, containing little of special interest. The journey, how- 
ever, is one which few will regret having taken, for even in the 
least attractive part there are pure breezes from the neighbour- 
ing hills, and the open expanse imparts an exhilarating sense of 
freedom, and of happy release from the confined air of towns 
and narrow valleys. 

Leaving the village, by the Waterloo bridge, a view is obtained 
up the Lledr vale to the distant height of Moel Siabod ; wild crags 
overhang the road on one side, and on the other the river Con- 
way flows through a deep glen. The Ck)nway falls are observed 
near the Bont Newydd bridge, where a path branches to the 
right and leads up the Machno valley. The road continues to 
run parallel with the river, the water being seen and heard 
below on the right. After passing Glan Conway, a residence of 
Lord Penrhyn, which stands on the top of a wooded height 
above the road, the river is crossed at the Paddock bridge ; then 
the stream is close below on the left, flowing beneath rocks and 
woods. 5m. from Bettws y Coed a path branches to the right 
to Yspytty Ifan, and across the river is Foelas Hall, formerly 
called Lima Hall, the residence of Colonel Wynn Finch. It 
contains some flne paintings, and a quantity of valuable old 
china; also one or two ancient inscribed stones which were 
found in the neighbourhood. A short distance beyond, the tia- 
veller crosses the Conway, and finally passes from Gaxnarvon* 
shire to Denbighshire. The main stream takes its source in a 
tarn resting amongst the hills on the right, but its tributary, 
the Merddwr, still flows parallel with the road for nearly 5m. 
The view now widens and extends over a green tableland, 
without anything specially noteworthy. 

The hamlet of Pentre Foelas is dose to the road, and consists 
of a few cottages, and a good-sized hotel, the Foelaa Arms, a 
noted place in old coaching days. It is resorted to by parties 
fond of fishing and shooting, and a few strangers come h^re who 
give it a preference over places more frequented by the world of 
fashion. There are roads hence to Bala, distant 11m.,- and to 
Denbigh, 16m. 

2m. from Pentre Foelas is the Cemioge hamlet, where was 
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formerly an inn, now cohyerted into a farmhonse. ' 10}m. from 
Bettws y Coed the watershedding is crossed, this being the 
source of the Geirw, one of the affluents of the Dee. The road 
is now seen descending in a straight line to the village of Oerrig 
y Dmdion, which is situated on elevated ground, and consists 
of a few houses, a church, and the Lion hotel. The coach road 
leaves the village on the left, and passes the Saracens hotel, a 
comfortable hostelry, and a favourite centre for shooting and 
fishing parties, and for persons fond of quiet and seclusion. 
Some distance E. of the village, is Pen y Gaer, a small height, 
in ancient times the site of a fortress, where it is said Garactacus 
was taken prisoner, owing to the treachery of Queen Gartis- 
mandna, and carried to Home, where he delivered the speech 
recorded in history. 

For the next 2 or 3m. the road runs close by the «tream, 
through a bare, uninteresting tract ; then gradually the plateau 
is succeeded by small hills and valleys. About 4m. from Cerrig 
y Drudion, at a sharp turn round a rock, the river Geirw flows 
on the right down a rugged, wooded dell, under the Pont Glyn 
Diffwys bridge, and forms numerous cascades — the whole scene 
constituting a pretty little picture. Borrow, in his 'Wild 
Wales,' speaks of these tails as '* beautiful and wild, the most 
prominent objects of which were a kind of devil's bridge flung 
over the deep glen and its foaming water, and a strange-looking 
hill beyond." 

Gradually the country becomes more beautiful, its plain, tm- 
ciiltivated character giving place to timbered hills and dales, 
with the river flowing along green pa&tures, and through wooded 
dells. When a few yards past the Goat inn, and the grounds of 
Haes Mawr, the stream is crossed near where it empties itself 
into the Alwen river. Soon afterwards the water is again crossed , 
and then it enters the river Dee on the right. The country all 
around is very charming, tbe hills being covered with trees, and 
the vale containing pastures, whilst there are also in sight the 
Derwyn mountains leading in the direction from Gorwen to 
Bala. After passing Rug park, the seat of the Honourable 
T. J. Wynn, and going over the Dee, the town of Gorwen is 
entered.. 

Bettws y Coed to Ffestiniog, via Bolwyddelan. 

Dolwyddelan, 6Jm. ; Top of the Pass, 8m. ; Diffwys, 10m. ; 

Ffestiniog, 14m. 

A public conveyance leaves Bettws y Coed for Festiniog 
every week day at noon. Fare, 3s. 6d. The railway, which is 
being made between the two places, will probably be opened 
next year. 

When over the Waterloo bridge, enter the lower road on the 
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right, which nms through a wood, and again erosses the river 
at the Beaver Pool bridge, l}m. from Bettws y Coed, doae by 
where a lane leadB to the Faiiy Glen. A few yards fisurther, at 
the Beaver Pool toll-gate, the Conway river is seen issuing from 
a narrow gorge, and, immediately after, it is joined by the waters 
of the Lledr. For the next mile the road runs up the Lledr 
vale, with the river on the left, the railway above on the right, 
and rocky heights all round. On the face of the right-hand 
oliff, a few yards beyond the Lledr bridge, there is a singular 
representation of a giant's head, reclining backwards as if in 
sleep— by some called William III., and by others, the Alderman. 

After crossing under the railway, 2m. from Bettws y Coed, 
Moel Siabod becomes a prominent object directly in front, and 
the bare rocks on every hand present a picturesque aspect. The 
traveller now passes along the most beautiful parts of the jour- 
ney. The path winds high up amongst rugged crags, with the 
brawling stream deep below, and gradually the vale narrows 
until there is barely room for the road and the river, the water 
rushing between rocks and over large boulders. On passing the 
Pont y Pant foot-bridge, which has often afforded scope for the 
painter's art, the view opens on ridges of jutting rocks, with 
the peaked summits of Lliwedd, an offshoot of Snowdon, in ti^e 
distance. From Pont y Pant hotel, 8}m. from Bettws y Coed, 
the road, river, and railway, traverse a strip of flat pasture land, 
and by one or two slate quarries to Dolwyddelan, a large village 
inhabited chiefly by workmen. Here are three hote^ Ellen's 
Castle, Benar View, and Gwydyr Arms. The church is old, 
and contains a monument to the Meredydd family. 

When through the village, a slight ascent is made, and then 
Moel Siabod is close by on the rinit, presenting a wild, craggy 
front, Snowdon is just visible, and there are other mountains in 
the direction of Ffestiniog. The ruins of Dolwyddelan castle 
are observed perched on a small height some yards from the 
road. There is now only a square tower, which looks quite 
perfect, having been repaired some years ago, and part of an old 
wall. The slronghold formerly occupied Uie entire summit on 
which it was bailt, yet it was never large. It is said to have 
been the birthplace of Llewelyn the Great; it was also the 
last stronghold in North Wales that resisted Edward I. In 
former times it must have been a wild, solitary spot, a fit cradle 
for the chief guardian of these mountain fsistnesses. Li the vale, 
not far from the castle, may be seen a tomen, and the site of 
an ancient camp. 

Having passed the castle, the road runs over the river «nd 
railway, allowing of another glimpse of Snowdon, and th^i a 
long, gradual ascent is made in a desolato region, where the 
river takes its rise on the right in the recesses of Moel Lledr. 
The view extends for miles over mountain plateaus, eniitely 



PENMACHNO. 119 

h$xe of trees aad ooveied with heather, rock, and |ra88 ; higher 
mountains being around, amongst which Moel Siabod is pro- 
minent. Dolwyddelan castle is from this point a most inter- 
esting object. It IB the only building visible as the eye wanders 
over miles of mountainous country ; and it will vivi(Uy recall to 
the mind of the traveller the stormv, insecure times described in 
old Welsh history. At the top of the pass is a public-house, the 
Llewelyn Arms inn. This is now generally Known as ^ The 
Crimea," being built, and having obtained that name, during the 
Crimean war, owing to there being so many tights here at that 
time amongst the (Sunken quarrvmen. 

The road descends steeply on the S. side of the pass, with the 
mountain range of Yr Ailt Fawr on the right, and presently 
extensive slate quarries are passed on either hand. One of these 
is known as the Palmerston quairy, the late Lord Palmerston 
having been the chief proprietor. The quarries here and in 
the neighbourhood employ about 6000 men and boys, and give 
the place quite the appearance of a hive of industry. The 
district is denominated filaenau Ffestiniog, the old village of 
Ffestiniog being 4m. distant The traveUer soon arrives at 
the Queen's hotel, close to Diffwys railway station. Here he 
will be interested in the narrow-gauge railway, and its Lillipu- 
tian engines, carriages, and ti-ucks. Some tourists will leave 
the coach and take the train for the remaining 4m., and thus 
have the novelty of a ride on this far-famed moimtain railway. 
By both coach and train a view is commanded down the lovely 
vale of Ffestiniog, in the direction of Tan y Bwlch and Maen- 
twrog, to a strip of Cardigan bay near Port Madoo, the height 
of Moelwyn being a fine and prominent object on the right. 
The village of Ffeatiniog, which will now be entered, is a quiet, 
pleasant plakje, standing on high ground, with a good view and 
a healthy breeze. There are two hotels, the Pengwem Arms 
and the Abbey Arms. 

Bettws 7 Coed to Ffestiniog, via Penmachxio. 

Penmachno, 4im. ; Ffynnon Eiddew, 9m. ; Ffestiniog, 13m. 

Ffestiniog is generally reached by way of Dolwyddelan, but 
persons who might desire a change in the route may go by 
Penmachno. The distance is Im. shorter, but the road is not 
quite as good. The public conveyances would probably some- 
txmes take this route, if the population were not so scanty. 

After crossing the Waterloo bridge, and bearing to the right, 
the high road is taken that runs on the side of a hill, with rocks 
above, and the Conway river below, flowing through a glen in a 
continuous torrent. There is a view across to the Lledr vale, 
with Moel Siabod at the head. 
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Close by the seoond milestone from Bettws j Coed the load 
crosses the Conway liyer at the Bont Newydd bridge, direct 
above the Conway and Machno falls, and then proceeds right np 
the Machno vale. The hills for a short distance are tolerably 
steep and clothed with wood, then they idightly recede and 
become more sloping and almost bereft of trees, the vale asso* 
ming a pastoral character, with the Machno river flowing 
gently through meadows. At the head of the vale stands a big, 
rounded hill, called Moel Pen y Bryn, under which is the Pen- 
machno village, a quiet place, consisting of several houses, and 
two small hotels, ciusteredround the parish church. Most of 
the inhabitants work at the slate quarries, situated on the 
mountains, 3m. away. In the church is a painted vnndow in 
memory of Dr. Morgan, Bie^op of St. Asaph, and translator of 
the Bible into the Wels^ lang^uage, who was bom in a small up- 
land vale, called Wybmant, 2m. distant, and died in the year 
1604. There are also three ancient incised stones. 

When through the village, the road bends to the left, and 
runs by the E. side of Moel Pen y Bryn, up a branch vale of 
much the same character as that just traversed, only more 
secluded and narrower. After going over the stream, and past 
one or two houses, a row of cottages is reached, at a place otdled 
Caregog, 2m. from Penmachno vUlage. Here the road divides : 
one brancli leads to the head of the vale, Im. distant, where are 
a cluster of houses, a school, and 'a slate quarry. The stranger 
will follow the left-hand road from the Caregog cottages. It 
makes a steep ascent up Cwm Caregog, running high along the 
side of the hUl, with the streamlet deep below on the right, the 
walk being one which will please those who are fond of moun- 
tain travelliug. At the top is a cottage, where there is a fine 
retrospective view. 

An extensive heath has to be crossed, the only house <m it 
being an inn at a spot called Ffynnon Eiddew, where a road 
branches *on the left to Yspytty Ifan. Im. farther, a small 
tarn, called Llyn Dubach, is passed, close by a slate quarry, and 
then the Bala and Ffestiniog road is entered, at Pont yr Afon 
Ghim, 2^m. from Ffestiniog. The scenery now becomes pictn- 
resquci the road running along the side of a hill, with Cwm 
Cynfael deep below on the left, in which is a stream forming 
pleasing cascades. On entering Ffestiniog there is a good yiew 
in front down the small vale in the direction of Maentwroe, and 
beyond is 'a part of Cardigan bay, near Port Madoc ; the Didky 
masses of Manod Mawr, Manod Bach, and Moelwyn, are also 
fine objects in the landscape. 

Bettws y Coed to Tspytty Ifan. 

Yspytty Ifan is an uninteresting village, situated in a vale 
3}m. S.E. of Penmachno. The valley also is tame and devoid 
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of beauty, but it is occasionallj visited by disciples of Izaak 
Walton, for the Afon Gonwy flows through it, having its 
source in Llyn Gonwy, a tarn resting on heath-clad ground at 
the top of the mountain, near the head of the vale. 

Tspytty is the Welsh word for hospital, and here in 1150 was 
found^ an hospital, or preoeptory, by the knights of St. John 
of Jerusalem, as " a sanctuary to travellers and others during 
the conflicts between the English and Welsh." 

Yspytty Ifan is 7m. from Bettws y Coed, 3m. from Pentre 
Foelas, 11m. from Ffestiniog, and 12m. from Bala. From 
Bettws y Coed it is reached by following the Pentre Foelas road 
for 5m., and then branching to the right near a toll-gate oppo- 
site Foelas haU. When crossing over the high ground, a view 
is gained of the Gamedd Llewelyn range of hills, and also of a 
wide extent of desolate country. 

Ascent of Manod Maw (2171), and Manod Bach, 

from Ffestiniog. 

The Manods stand a short distance N.E. of the Ffestiniog 
village. They are roimd, rocky masses, also with rounded tops, 
presenting a heavy, limipish appearance, and without any ridges 
or precipices. Between the two heights there is a hollow, in 
which rests a large sheet of water, called Llyn y Manod. To the 
N. there are numerous slate quarries, and amongst boulders and 
bosses of rock rest maQy small sheets of water, beyond which 
a^ desolate moorland tract extends in the direction of Penmachno 
and Dolwyddelaa On the N.E. is an uphmd waste through 
which may be traced the ancient road known as Sam Helen, 
supposed to have been a Roman highway from North and South 
Wales. Between Sarn Helen and the Bala and Penmachho 
roads, is Y Gamallt mountain, and the tarns Llyniau y Gamallt 
and Llyn y Morwynion. Strangers who make a lengthened 
stay in the neighbourhood of Ffestiniog may have a long day's 
ramble amongst these hills and tarns, i Gamallt is worth 
ascending, and on the S.W. side presents a bold escarpment, 
which descends to the shores of Llyniau y Gamallt. It may 
be reached from* the N. side of the Manods, from the inn at 
Ffynnon Kiddew, on the Penmachno road; or by branching 
from the Bala road, 2m. from Ffestiniog. By the latter way 
the traveller passes Llyn y Morwynion, which lies less than 
^m. N. of the road. This tarn is the scene of the following 
legend. 

In Ardudwy, that being the ancient name of this district, 
there was a scarcity of women, and the young men in want of 
wives made an inroad into the Yale of Clwyd, and there laid 
violent hands on the fair ladies of the land. As they were 
returning home with their prizes, they were overtaken near 
Ffestiniog by the men of Clwyd, and a fierce battle ensued. 
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when all those of Aidndwy were slain; bat apparently not 
before they had gained the hearts of their captives, for the 
yoong women, having witnessed the conflict from a neighbour* 
ing height, and seeing their lovers slain, threw themselves into 
Uyn y Morwynion, or the Maidens' Lake, and there perished. 
An adjoining plot of ground is still known as Beddaw Gwyr 
Ardudwy, or the Graves of the Men of Ardudwy. As the 
graves are near Sam Helen, the old Boman road, they have 
been thought to mark the place of interment of some Boman 
soldiers, but were probably ancient British biuial-gronnds. 

The Manods may be ascended from Ffestiniog village by 
branching to the left from the Bala road, or to the right from 
the Blaenau and Diffwys road. On either side of Manod 
Mawr are paths leading to slate quarries, and perhaps it is be«t 
to follow tliese, as they conduct almost direct to the summit of 
the mountain. Manod Bach may be reached from Blaenau 
Ffestiniog, and from the Diffwys railway station, by a tramway 
which ascends about two-thirds of the way on the W. side of 
the mountain. 

On the summit of Manod Mawr there are seen to the N. the 
hills around Dolwyddelan and Penniachno, the Denbighshire 
heights, and in the distance the Glwydian range. Half-a-dozen 
smedl tarns are at hand, and also Llyn Oonwy. In the opposite 
direction are the Areni^ii, Berwyns, Arans, Gader Idris, and the 
Bhinogs, with the village of Ffebtiniog, Blaenau Ffestiniog, 
and the vale descending thence to the sea. A wide expanse of 
Cardigan bay is spread to view, beyond which is the southern 
part of the promontory of Lleyn. The Moelwyn range is an 
especial feature from this point, presenting a number of hollows 
and peaks, and beyond it is Moel Hebog, and to the right, 
Gynicht, and Yr Allt Fawr, over which are seen the tops of 
Y Gamedd Gk)ch range, and Yr Aran. Snowdon has a fine 
appearance, with Y Wyddfa, Lliwedd, Crib y Ddysgyl, and Crib 
Goch ; and on the N. side of the gap of Llanberis pass are the 
Glyders, the peak of Tryfan, the Garnedds, and Moel Siabod. 

Standing on the top of Manod bach, the spectator has close 
below him the houses and quarries of Blaenau Ffestiniog, the 
Ffestiniog village, and tlie vale leading down to the sea near 
Port Madoc ; and bevond is spread to view a large extent of 
Cardigan bay. To the 6. there are the Rhinog mountains, 
Cader Idris, and the Arans. Manod Mawr hides the view to 
the E. Turning to the N. and N.W., there are Moel Siabod, 
Gamedd Llewelyn, Gamedd Dafydd, Tryfan, the Glyders, 
Crib Goch, Gynicht, and part of the southern lend of the Lleyn 
promontory. The Moelwyn range is the most attractive object, 
being nobly displayed with peaks, ridges, and hollows, trom 
this standpoint resembling very much the shape and charaoler 
of Snowdon. 
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Capel Chirig to Dolwyddelan. 

5i Miles. 

After walking along the Bettws 7 Coed road for Im., and 
passing the Tan y Bwloh hotel, the road is entered, which 
branches to the right and crosses the Llugwy river by the Pont 
7 Gyfyng bridge, where the water tumbles oyer large rocks. 
The road then nms through a wood, amongst boulders, and 
passes a church and a chapel, and also a tramway which leads 
to a slate quarry. Ascending by the side of a slzeamlet there 
are good views of the Llugwy river. When through the wood, 
and at the top of the pass, Moel Siabod is a noble object on the 
right, Gamedd Llewelyn ran^e of heights is prominent in the 
rear, and in front are the Ffestiniog mountains. The path is 
well defined, being in most places* a rugged cart road, but 
in wet weather it is disngreeable. It skirts the base of Moel 
Siabod, and keeps the dark heath tract on the left. * Leaving 
Moel Siabod, and crossing a brook, two huts are passed, ana 
then the stream is again crossed by a foot-bridge, close to a 
roofless building, and a descent is presently made to the village 
of Dolwyddelan. 

Ascent of Moel Siabod (2865), from Capel Curig. 

Moel Siabod, one of the best known heights in Wales, is 
easily ascended, and being central, it commands a magnificent 
panorama. It stands between Capel Gurig and Dolwydddan, 
and though a comparatively tame, smooth slope on its W. side, 
it presents to the E. a buld escarpment of rock, at the base of 
wnich is a tarn. The ascent may be made &om Capel Curig, 
Pen y Gwryd, or Dolwyddelan. 

After crossing the bridge in &ont of the Boyal hotel at Capel 
Gurig, the path ascends to a cottage, and then leads up tiie 
fell by the side of a streamlet, and amongst heath-clad bosses 
of rock. Leaving slate debris on the left, and a hollow on the 
light, a wall is reached which may be passed through at a gate 
near some sheepfolds, and then a long, gradual climb, over 
short grass and bits of rock, leads to the stuny summit. 

During the ascent fine views are had in the rear, which 
gradually expand at every step, until they embrace a tract of 
sea in the direction of Llandudno and Bhyl. There are many 
tarns and massive heights visible, but perhaps the chief 
attraction is the grand aspect of the Camedd Llewelyn range 
of mountains. When the ridge is gained, looking to the E., 
there is a fine view down some wild peipendicular crags to 
LJyn 7 Foel, a rather uninteresting tarn, in a solitary, rooky 
part of the mountain, and beyond are Dolwyddelan castle, and 
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the riTer Lledr. Bearing to the right, the tourist soon arrivoB 
at the cairn on the summit. 

There is a most extensive bird's eye view to the S. atid E., 
away for miles, over valleys* and billows of hills and moorland, 
which stretch to the distant ranges of Moel Famman, the 
Berwyns, the Arans, and Cader Idris; and still many miles 
farther to the S.W. is the coast of Cardigan and Pembroke. 
Over the wide area intervening, are the hUls and moorlands of 
Denbighshire, the mountains of Yale, the Arenigs, the Manods, 
the Barmouth and Harlech hills, and the Moelwyn range ; and 
amongst Uiese are seen the Ffestiniog quarries and village, the 
Oonwy tarn, and nearer the Elsi tarn, the Lledr vale, and the 
Dolwyddelan village and castle. To the K.E. are the sea, some 
houses at Llandudno, and the Great and Little Orme's Head, 
and to the S.W. a wide area of sea in the direction of Port 
Madoc and Bardsey isle.* Turning in the opposite direction, 
the scene, though different, is equally characteristic, and one of 
the most magnificent to be met with in the principality. It 
embraces, in addition to inferior heights, the grand mountain 
masses of Camedd Llewelyn, the Glyders, and Snowdon, each 
of which looks majestic ; but its chief feature is the view of the 
tarns, wild hollows, and ridges of the monarch of Welsh hills, 
the recesses of which are perhaps better seen from this ix)int 
than from any other. The traveller may descend on the S.E. 
side direct to Dolwyddelan castle, or S.W. to Pen y Gvnryd ; for 
the latter place it is advisable, in order to avoid wet, boggy 
ground, to keep on the summit ridge until the tarns Llyniau 
Duwaunedd are close below on the left, and then walk in the 
direction of the Llanberis pass. 

Ascent of Camedd Dafydd (3430), and Camedd 
Llewelyn (3482), from Capel Curig. 

These mountains are situated near together, the distanoe 
from Capel Curig to the summit of either being about 6m. 
They are often ascended from Betbesda, Aber, &c. (see pages 61, 
77, and 99), but the way from Capel Curig, being the most 
direct, is the best for one who is a stranger in the district. 

After walking on the Bangor road, in the diroction of Uyn 
Ogwen, for 8m., to a cluster of trees, enter the fell on the right, 
and bend to the left untU the streamlet is crossed, which flows 
from Ffynnon Llugwy. At the Glan Llugwy fann, a hard 
climb is commenced, with a rock on the right. Having crossed 
a wall, continue the ascent over a stony breast of the mountain, 
with Ffynnon Llugwy in sight deep below. 

When three-quarters of the way up, a ridge is gained, and a 
view had down a long, solitary glen to Bethel, Carnarvon hay. 
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Anglesey, &o., with the grand rocks of Gamedd Dafydd rising 
almost yertically from the glen, and Yr Elen and Gamedd 
Llewelyn on the opposite side of the vale. Here the tourist 
has the choice of routes. He may branch to the right and 
climb to the top of Garnedd Llewelyn, or to the left to Gamedd 
Dafydd. 

Bettws y Coed to Llanberis. 

Capel Curig, 5}m. ; Pen y Gwryd, 9Jm. ; Llanberis, lojm. 

Between Bettws y Goed and the Swallow waterfalls, 2^m. 
distant (see p. 107), the road traverses a sylvan district, with 
the river murmuring through the woods on the right, and high- 
timbered cliffs on every hand, f m. above the falls, after a glance 
at the distant summit of Snowdon, the river is crossed at the 
Ty Hyll bridge, and then the road runs at the base of rocky 
heights, with the river on the left flowing through meadows; 
but gradually the bed of the stream again becomes rugged, 
and at a bend in the road the traveller enters a charming 
retreat, where he may perhaps see half-a-dozen artists 
transferring to paper or canvas, views of wood, rook, mountain, 
and stream. Font y Gyfyng, a romantic bridge of one large 
arch, spans the river, and the water tumbles beneath, over 
ledges and masses of rock, forming a number of cascades, whilst 
ia the background is a richly-wooded hill with the peaked 
summit of Moel Siabod above it, a noble-looking height '* that 
from some other vale peers into this." 

After passing a small hostelry, the Ty'n y Goed hotel, where a 
glimpse is had of the tops of Gamedd Dafydd, Gamedd Llewelyn, 
and Fen Helyg, the traveller arrives at the Tan y Bwlch hotel, 
one of the most homely and pleasantly -situated houses in 
Wales, a good centre for many fine excursions amongst the hills 
and mountains. In front of the hotel the stream flows in a 
narrow channel over bare ledges of rocks, and is spanned by a 
wooden foot-bridge. Beyond the hotel, at a sudden turn in the 
road, the rooks around are wilder and more bare, Olyder Fawr 
appears in front and Gamedd Llewelyn on the right; Moel 
Siabod, after being out of sight for a short while, again rears its 
heady and soon Snowdon is discerned in the distance, stretching 
right across the vale in a form truly magnificent. Fenuant, in 
his *■ Tours in Wales,' writes of this scene : — *^ Snowdon and all 
his sons, Grib Gocdi, Grib y Ddysgyl, Lliwedd, and manv others, 
here burst at once in full view, and make this far the finest 
approach to our boasted Alps." 

Leaving Bryntyrch inn, Gapel Gurig is entered, where are a 
few cottages, a chapel of ease dedicated to St. Gurig, and a good- 
sized hotel, which is seen ensoonoed amidst a duster of trees on 
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the Bide of a knoll overlooking two cheerless sheets of water, 
known as the Llyniau MymbYT, or Capel Curig lakes, which at 
times become attractive by me beautiful way they reject the 
distant peak and outstretched ridges of Snowdon, and are thus 
not inappropriately oaJled the mirrors of Snowdon. Capel 
Curig is a good centre from which to explore some of the 
wildest mountain scenery in Wales. Here the Bangor road 
bends to the right, the direct road leading up the Nant y Gwiyd 
vale to Snowdon, lianberis, and Beddgelert. 

On leaving the Boyal hotel at Capel Curig, a large house 
erected by the late Lord Penrhyn, the Llyniau Mymbyr lakes, 
two rather unattractive sheets of water, are on the left, at the 
base of Moel 8iabod, and a bare, unwooded valley is traversed, 
that would be monotonous were it not for the peaks and ridges 
of Snowdon, which present a magnificent appearance directly in 
firont, and apparently stretch across the vale ; this view of the 
monarch of Welsh mountains being considered by many tourists 
the best that is to be obtained from any point. The road runs 
up the Naut y Gwryd vale at the base of tiie Glyders, which are 
here without interest, and their summits out of sight. 

The Pen y Gwryd inn is a lonely hostelry, situated in a bleak 
tract, Im. from the top of the Llanberis pass. It is a favourite 
resort of pedestrian tourists, and a good centre from which to 
make many mountain ascentis. It is reputed to stand on higher 
ground than any other hotel in Wales, and is famed trom 
having been described in Charles ELingsley's *Two Years 
Ago.' 

Following the right-hand road from the inn, a gradual ascent 
is made round a shoulder of the Glyders, with a view of 
the Mymbyr lakes, Capel Curig, and Moel Siabod ; and in 
the hollow is seen the Beddgelert road running along a deep 
vale, with green fields, and a strip of Gwynant lake, at the foot 
of an offshoot of Snowdon. Im. from Pen y Gwryd, tlie top of 
Llanberis pass, or Gorphwysfa, sometimes called Pen y Pass, is 
reached, where are one or two cottages, and an inn, the Besting 
Place. Here a road branches to the left for Snowdon, the summit 
of which, after being visible for a short distance, is hid by the 
Crib Goch ridge. On the right of the pass the road is steep, 
and gradually the rocks become wild on either hand, in some 
places presenting a romantic aspect, especially those on the 
right, which are grand and irregular, rising to great altitude on 
the side of the Glyders. Very impressive is the aspect of these 
rocks when the mist is rolling amongst them, and they loom 
through it in fantastic shapes. 

Some distance down, the Pont y Gromleoh bridge crosses the 
stream where two reaches of the pass are visible, but neither the 
top nor the bottom, and on tach side the rocks are high and 
wild, perhaps the wildest part of the whole. A few yards farther 
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are huge masses of fallen rock, called '^ the Gromleoh," from 
their resemblaiice to those ancient structures. They are also 
sometimes called Hetty's Island, and are said to haye afforded 
shelter for many years to a Cambrian dame, called Hetty, who 
used to pass her summers there in watching her flocks and 
herds. Large blocks lie on the mountain side on every hand, 
and aboye are some fine peaked crags. 2m. down the pass a 
foot-bridge on the left crosses the torrent, and leads by a cottage 
where a rill descends the crags from the wild recess of Gwm 
Glas. 

Presently the Llanberis lakes, Llyn Peris, and Llyn Padam, 
and Dolbadam castle, appear down the vale, and form a fine 
subject for the pencil, but the solitary tower of the castle looks, 
from this point, too much, like a large lump of rock to add to 
the picturesqueness of the scene, idso, on turning round, and 
looking in the opposite direction, it will be observed that there 
are no culminating rocks at the head of the pass, such as we 
have at the top of Nant F&ancon ; the sides in the middle of it 
are higher than any other point, and thus there is an, absence 
of a noble background. 

For some dibtence farther the cliffs continue to be very wild, 
and on the left the result of glacier action may be observed in 
the rounded knolls and innumerable perched blocks. When 
through the Gwastadnaut toll-gate, the savage features of the 
pass soften, and a few cottages and fields are passed, which 
rest at the foot of a high ridge of hills on the left. 3m. from 
Gk>rphwysfa, a sharp turn is made, and then the head of the pass 
is hid by a boss of rock. Leaving the original village and 
church of Llanberis, the road skirts the S. shore of Llyn Peris, 
amongst bosses of rock at the base of a hill, and across the 
lake are the Dinorwic slate quarries, with the huge heaps of 
debris sloping into the water. The lake is bare of trees, and 
is like a large reservoir, denuded of the elements of beauty. 
On passing the castle and the Victoria hotel the village of 
Llanberis is entered. 



Bettws y Coed to Beddgelert. 

Capel Curig, 5Jm. ; Pen y Gwryd, 9Jm. ; Beddgelert, 17m. 

The road from Bettws y Coed to Pen y Gwryd is described 
at page 125 

Entering the left-hand road at the Pen y Gwryd inn, a de- 
scent is at once commenced, and the retrospective view of Capel 
Curig is lost, but in that direction the bulky mass of the Glyders 
becomes more fully displayed ; and Snowdon, with its hollows 
and ridges of bare rock, is a grand object on the right. The 
ASon Glas, or ^Glaslyn stream, is seen issuing from Cwm Dyli, 
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the hidden recess where lie the tarns Llydaw and Glaslyn. 
From the stem grandeur of the mountain the eye turns to the 
placid beauties of the Gwynant lake, lying amongst meadows 
at the' foot of a prettily wooded bank« an oasis in the midst of a 
wUdemess of hare mountains. Presently the height of Lli- 
wedd hides the summit and wilds of Snowdon, and in front ap- 
pear Yr Aran and Moel Hebog. After winding along the sides 
of the hills, high above the vale, for 2m., the road descends to 
the head of the lake, and then skirts the eastern shore, passing 
a few farms and villas. The lake is Im. long and f m. broad. On 
its opposite side, Lliwedd, an outlier of Suowdon, rises steeply 
from the shore. 

At the fout of the lake the rocul makes a sharp turn, the rear* 
ward view is lost, and the small vale of Glen Aber is entered, 
containing a few fields and cottages, with the Glaslyn river 
flowing through it. On the left are low hills clothed with pine, 
and across the vale, high up the breast of the mountain, is a 
solitary recess, Gwm y Llan, at the head of which, rising from the 
crater-like hollow, is observed the summit of Snowdon, between 
the heights of Lliwedd and Yr Aran, a truly Alpine scene, the 
bare, sharp peak of the mountain being set as if in a frame, and 
towering grandly at the head of the picture. 

Presently a slight ascent is made, then another part of 
the vale is entered, containing a sheet of water, Llyn y Ddrnas. 
Moel Hebog is prominent in front, and on the left is seen a long, 
jagged summit, stretching to the top of Gynicht, and in the rear 
appears Moel Siabod. For the next 2m. the road to Beddgelert 
winds by the side of the river, through vales and narrow gorges, 
with wild, rocky hills on every hand, and Moel Hebog a fine 
prominent mass in front. 

Many persons will prefer the journey between Pen y Gwryd 
and Beddgelert, to that between Pen y Gwryd and LJanbens, 
the former presenting a greater diversity of scenery, ever chang- 
ing from wild grandeur to calm beauty ; whilst, in the LJanbens 
pass, perhaps too much is expected, and there is too much same- 
ness, disappointment attending the descent owing to the meagre 
character of the lakes, and also the ascent in consequence of the 
comparative tameness of the summit. 
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LLA^BESIS. \ 

Llahbebk 18 a large village, population 2000, situated on the N. 
eade of the two lalres Llyn Padarn and Llyn Peris, near the foot 
of the Snowdon mountain range, and at the entrance to the pass 
of Llanberis. It is well supplied with hotels, lo<1ging-houses, 
and shops. The chief hotels are the Victoria, Padarn Villa, 
Dolbadam, and Castle. Most of the residents work at the slate 
quarries. It is the terminus of a branch railway from Carnarvon. 
During the summer season the village is a great resort of 
visitors, who come here chiefly to ascend Snowdon, and to visit 
the celebrated pass of Llanberis. 

The original village, and the pflxish church, are 2m. farther up 
the valley. The church is chiefly modem, but includes portions 
of a very ancient structure. Near the edifice there is the well 
of St. Peris, once held in high repute, and frequented by persons 
suffering from scrofulous complaints. Future events were also 
said to be revealed by a silver fish which appeiured at intervals 
in the crystal fountain. 

The lakes are not very beautiful, being rather bare of wood, 
and disfigured by heaps of slate debris, the railway, and the 
tramway from the quarries, though formerly Llyn Peris was one 
of the prettiest lakes in Wales. They are separated by }m. 
of meadow land, through which flows a stream that is crossed 
by a bridge leading to the Dinorwic quarries. The upper lake, 
Llyn Peris, is named after St. Peris, to whom the church is 
dedicated. It is Im. long, and less than ^m. broad. The lower 
lake, Llyn Padarn, is IJm. long, and rather more than ^m. broad. 
The origin of the name is obscure, but some antiquaries have 
suggested that it is derived from Paternus, a Homan officer, who 
is said to have been stationed in this passage of the mountains. 

The UanberiB Waterfall. 

This is the first object that the stranger usually visits on his 
arrival at Llanberis. It is close to the village and is reached by 
the road which branches to the right at tiie Victoria hoteL 
During the first part of the walk, views are had of Moel Eilio 

8. B. K 
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on the right, Elidyr Fawr and the Dinorwic slate qaairies on 
the left, and in front the spurs of Snowdon overhang the Llan- 
beris pass. After passing a few cottages, cross by a bridge 
spanning the stream, and when through a gate enter a path on 
the left that winds behind a wall, and leads up a glen to the foot 
of the fall. The glen is not more than 200 yards in length. At 
the upper end there is a rock, covered with moss, grass, loid a 
few shrubs, down a narrow ledge of which the water flows for 
60 feet in a slanting direction, and almost invisible &om below, 
except after heavy rains, when the cascade is spread over the 
face of the rock. A path at the top of the fall may be gained in 
two or three minutes, by climbing up a slope on the right. The 
glen is well wooded, and is a pleasant, secluded spot. The 
stream, which flows over a rocky bed, forming miniature cas- 
cades, presents a pretty picture when seen from the foot of the 
glen. 

The stream has its source in two tarns, Llyn Ddu'r Aiddu, at 
the foot of Snowdon, and Llyn Dwythwch, near Moel Eilio. 

Sometimes the fall is caUed Ceunant Mavor (the fall of the 
great chasm). 

Dolbadam Castle. 

This is a round tower, which stands on a small rocky 
eminence behind the Victoria hotel, at the entrance to the pass 
of Llanberis. It commands a pleasant view of the two It^es, 
Llyn Padam and Llyn Peris ; the Dinorwic slate quarries, and 
the mountains Elidyr Fawr, Elidyr Fach, T Gam, and Glyder 
Fawr on one side of the pass ; ofiGshoots of Snowdon on the other ; 
and Moel Eilio over the wooded grounds of the hotel. The ruin 
is merely the roofless shell of the tower, without rooms or 
winding stairs. It is partly clothed with ivy, and &om many 
points is a picturesque object in the landscape. It is 25 feet 
high from base to summit, and 26 feet diameter within. The 
tourist may go to the castle by paths behind the hotel, and 
return by a track that crosses a stream, and enters the road 
between the two lakes. 

The castle is believed to have existed in the sixth century, and 
to have been possessed by Maelgwn Gwynedd, Prince of North 
Wales. Owen Goch was imprisoned here for twenty years, 
for rebelling against his brother, Llewelyn ap lorwerth. In 
1288, during the reign of Edward I., the Earl of Pembroke took 
the fortress firom the Welsh, after a short resistance by a garri- 
son placed there by Dafydd, brother of Llewelyn the Oreat. 
During the unsettled times of Owen Glyndwr it was alter- 
nately in the hands of one party, and of the other. 
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The DinoTwic Slate Quarries. 

These quarries are very eztensive, employing 3000 men and 
boys, and are the largest in Wales with the exception of the 
Penrhyn quarries. They rise tier above tier along the breast of 
the EUdyr mountains, on the N. shore of the Llyn Peris, and 
are the. property of G. Duff Assheton Smith, Esq., of Yaenol, 
near Bangor. The slates are conveyed along a private railway 
to Port Dinorwic, at the S. entrance to the Menai Strait. The 
Penrhyn, and Llanberis or Dinorwic quarries, will probably 
meet some day ; a mass of some 4m. of solid slate intervenes, one 
excavation being of the eastern and the other of the western 
side of the mountain. 

Snowdon (3570). 

Snowdon is the loftiest mountain in Wales, and 860 feet 
higher than Scawfell Pike, in England ; but it is 886 feet lower 
than Ben Nevis, in Scotland. By the Welsh it is sometimes 
<»lled Eryri, which some have taken to mean the Bock of 
Eagles, and others the Snowy mountains, and the peaked 
summit is called Y Wyddfa, (the place of presence). It has been 
denominated the monarch of Welsh mountains, and not only is 
it entitled to that claim from its superiority in height, but also 
from its many noble characteristics. By most persons it will be 
considered to realize their beau ideal of a mountain. It stands 
separate from all others, and rises majestically to a peak, tower- 
ing above all its lofty neighbours, and comman(Ung a view 
of almost all the superior heights, with innumerable lakes, 
and a wide prospect across the sea. It is bounded by the pass 
of Llanberis, the vale of Nant Gwynant, and the broad depres- 
sion where lies Llyn Cwellyn. From the summit stretch ridges 
of rock in every direction, each worthy of being considered a 
prince amongst mountains, and these enclose deep, wild hollows 
and tarns. To the N. brandies the ridge of Crib Goch ; to the 
E. Lliwedd; and to the S. Clawdd Goch, or Bwlch y Maen, 
ending in the peak of Yr Aran. The first two enclose the vast 
hollow of Cwm Dyli, with the Glaslyn, Llydaw, and Teyrn 
tarns ; and between the two latter lies Cwm y Llan. To the 
W., a few yards N. of the summit of Y Wyddfa, there is the 
ridge of Clogwyn Ddu'r Arddu, ending at Moel Eilio, and 
dividing Cwm Brwynog, in which rests Llyn Ddu'r Arddu, from 
Cwm y Clogwyn, with its four tarns. Another ,ridge of rocks, 
called Llechog, separates Cwm y Clogwyn from Cwm Craigog, 
the ground between it and Yr Aran ; and a ridge of peaks runs 
westward from Oib Goch to Llanberis, dividing Cwm Brwynog 
from the pass of Llanberis, and having on its N. side the hollows 
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of Gwm GlaB and Cwm Glas Baoh. All these ridges ha^e 
massiTe, vertical cliffs, descending into the cwms, and every 
height and hollow is worth visiting. Snowdon is chiefly 
ascended from Llanberis, but also by rentes from Oapel Cnrig, 
Beddgelert, and Llyn Gwellyn. Many days might be spent 
in thoroughly exploring its precipices and deep recesses, every 
portion of which abounds in wild oeauty. 

On the summit there is a wide and magnificent prospect, but 
the chief features are the extent of sea and ooast visible, and 
the wild hollows and tarns which are at the very feet of the 
mountain. 

To the N. and N.E., in the direction of the ridge of Crib Qwsh 
and Crib y Ddysgyl, the traveller has a view of the sea and of 
Elidyr Fawr, Moel Wnion, Y Gam, Oamedd Dafydd, Camedd 
Xlewelyn, the Glyders, the peaks of Pen Helyg and Tryfian, Pen 
Llithrig, and Creigiau Gleision. To the E. he surveys the 
Gapel Ourig lakes, part of Llyn y Cwm Ffynnon, the sea near 
Rhyl, the Denbighshire hilis, Moel Siabod, the Clwydian 
range, the heights of Yale, and the Berwyns. S.E., in the 
direction of the Lliwedd ridge, there are the distant summits of 
the Arenigs, Manod Mawr, the Arans, part of Plinlimmon, 
Cader Idris, the Bhinogs, Lletiir, and Diphwys ; whilst nearer 
are Cynicht, Moelwyn, Llyn Conwy, and part of the vale of 
Gwynant. S. and 8. W. there is a wide extent of Cardigan bay, 
with the ooast stretching from Harlech castle past Aberystwyth 
and Cardigan, to Strumble Head in Pembrokeshire ; and in the 
opposite direction to near Pwllheli, St. Tudwal's Isles, and the 
Lleyn promontory. A view is also had of a fine group of 
mountains, including Yr Aran, Moel Hebog, Y Gamedd Goch, 
Mynydd Mawr, Moel Eilio, and the Bivals ; also a number of 
lakes, amongst which are Llyn Cwdlyn, the Nantlle lakes, and 
Llyn y Gader. To the W. and N.W., there is again a wide 
marine prospect, witii Carnarvon bay, and the Menai Strait; 
also, almost the whole of Anglesey, l^e Holyhead hill, Tubular 
bridge, Uanberis village, and Llyn Padam. In clear weather 
it is said that the Isle of Man, Cumberland, and the Wicklow 
mountains in Ireland may be discerned, and on rare occasioxis a 
part of Scotland. 

Turning from these distant views the tourist will look down 
with wonder, into the wild hollows, tarns, and precipices at his 
feet, surrounding the peak of Y Wyddfa. Cwm y Llan, to the 
8., is a lonely hollow, known by its slate quarry. In Cwm y 
Clogwyn, on the W., there are seen two tarns, the other two 
being hid. The best view is down to the hollow where are seen 
Glaslyn, Llyn Llydaw, and Llyn Teym, with the dark, preol« 
pitous ridges of Crib y Ddysgyl, Crib Goch, and Lliwedd, 
a grand scene, which gives a fitting finish to this glorimis 
panorama. 
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Many persons will be disappointed in not being able to enjoy, 
on the peak of Y Wyddfa, the solitude so dear to the moun- 
taineer, for on the top there is a large cairn, close by which 
have been built three rude huts, where a man and his wife live 
during the whole of the summer. They provide tea, beer, eggs, 
bread, butter, and cheese ; and accommodate visitors with bi^- 
rooms and small sitting-room and fire, when they remain over- 
night to see the sun rise. The charge is 88. for supper, bed, and 
breakfast ; l8. for a bottle of beer, and 28. for a single meal. It 
is advisable, if possible, not only to see the sun rise, but to see 
it set, which is generally the more beautiful sight of the two. 
Of course the traveller will often meet with disappointment 
after the toil of the ascent, for it is not unusual for the mountain 
to be enveloped during many successive days in a dense mist, 
and it is also well to be alive to the fact that even in fine, clear 
weather, clouds are often suddenly, and almost unaccountably, 
formed, that may place the stranger in danger, unless he be very 
careful to keep on the regular beaten track. 

Boiuid Snowdon from Carnarvon, by Coach. 

Snowdon Ranger, 7f m. ; Beddgelert, 13m. ; Pen y Gwryd, 21m. ; 
Llanberis, 27m. ; Carnarvon, 35m. 

During the summer months coaches leave Carnarvon every 
week day, for .the above circular tour. 

From the market-place at Carnarvon the road ascends, with 
a good view of the town; and Im. distant the Llanbeblig 
church, and the site of a Boman station, are passed; then 
the rearward view disappears, the river Seiont, and rail to 
Llanberis are crossed, and a bleak, undulating country is 
traversed, with outliers of the Snowdonian range of mountains 
in front, and on the right, the Rivals and the hills around 
Nantiie. The road gradually ascends, and again there is a 
view, including part of Carnarvon bay, and a long extent of 
the Isle of Anglesey, with the Holyhead hill, the Parys and 
Bodafon mountains, and high ground near Bed Wharf bay. 
8Jm. from Carnarvon the village of Glangwnna is passed, and 
then the retrospective view vanishes, and a descent is made 
into a small vale, where are situated the village and church of 
Bettws Gkunnon, and the Bettws inn. Beeently a narrow-gauge 
railway has been constructed from near Carnarvon to Bettws 
Garmon and Llyn Cwellyn ; it is available for passengers, and is 
to be continued to the Snowdon Banger hotel. Beyond Bettws 
Garmon the scenery becomes more wild, the vale being bounded 
on the left by the height of Moel EiUo, and on the right by 
Mynydd Mawr, a mountain which on this side rises in the bold 
precipice of Craig Cwm Byohan, from the lonely reoeas of Cwm 
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Da. 6m. from Gamaryon, at Kant Mill, or Nant Melin, there 
are some pretty views of wood, rock, and stream; then the 
teaveller passes through a narrow gorge, with a rocky, isolated 
mass standing sentinel on the opposite side, at the base of 
Mynydd Mawr. This rock is call^ Oastell Cidwm, or WolTs 
Castle, and is supposed to haye had a Roman or British fortress 
on the top of it, hardly any trace of which remains. *' On the 
crest of Mynydd Mawr, which oyerhangs the waters of the 
lake, was the hold of a robber chief, who was said to haye 
murdered the brother of Gonstantine the Great, by E^ooting 
him with an arrow, as he was passing along the yalley below 
with some soldiers, on the way to meet his mother, who, as ^e 
was joyfully adyancing to the rencontre, was met near Tan y 
Bwlch by the messenger bearing the intelligence of the death 
of her son. * Croes awr i mi I she exclaimed in her anguish 
(Oh I adverse hour for me !) ; and to this day the spot which 
witnessed her distress is stiU called Croes awr." 

Suddenly the lake Llyn Cwellyn bursts into sight, and the 
road skirts its northern shore. It is about l}m. long, and 
}m. broad ; a tame sheet of water resting at the base of green, 
imwooded hills. Snowdon comes in sight in front, and soon 
the summit is visible. Near the head of the lake there is an 
inn, the Snowdon Banger, a fsiyourite resting place for those 
who come to fish on the lake, and also for such as scale tiiie 
neighbouring heights, and' ascend Snowdon from this side. 
The vale has a peace^, pastoral aspect. 

Im. beyond the hotel the road slightly ascends, crosses a 
streamlet at the hamlet of Pont Bhyd Ddu, and then traverses a 
rugged, rocky tableland. The lake and vale disappear, Moel 
Hebog rises in front, and noble-looking heights entirely encircle 
the traveller ; Mynydd Mawr especially is a fine feature in the 
landscape, and the road looks invitine that leads at its feet 
through the pass of Drws y Coed, in me direction of Nantlle. 
After passing Llyn y Gader, a small, uninteresting lake, a rock 
is observed close by the road near the tenth milestone iiom 
Carnarvon, which is called Pitt's Head, from a remarkable 
resemblance it presents of the profile of the younger stateaman 
of that name. Here a path on the left leads past the Ffridd 
Uchaf farm to the top of Snowdon, and is the way usually 
taken by those who ascend from Beddgelert. When over the 
watershedding, the (Jolwyn stream is crossed, the waters <^ 
which flow by the sida of the road to Beddgelert, then join 
the Glaslyu, and enter the sea at Port Madoc. The road 
descends, passing a rock upon which is painted *' Llam TrwsgwL'* 
Llam means ''step," and the legend is that a giant, when 
crossing the vale, stepped from mis rock to the one opposite^ 
and there left the impress of his boot, which is still to be seen. 
Presently the height of Craig y Llan, rising fjrom the hoUow in 
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which Beddgelert resta, appears in front ; in the distance are 
the Harlech mountains ; and on the right, Moel Hebog presents 
a fine, picturesque, peaked summit, that will engage attention 
until the treeless district is left and Beddgelert is entered, 
which is snugly ensconced at the confluence of the Glaslyn 
and Golwyn rivers, and at the foot of the hills» amidst a 
felicitous combination of wood, rock, and stream. 

From Beddgelert the road runs through a small vale, by the 
aide of the Glaslyn river, with wild rocks on every hand. In 
the rear is seen Moel Hebog, and in front Moel Biabod, and the 
hummocky heights stretching to Gynicht. IJm. from the village, 
after passing through a gorge, and winding amid bosses of 
rock, Llyn Ddinas is skirted, and is in full view. It is about 
2ni. in circumference, and rests in a basin surrounded by bare, 
stony hills. It derives its name from an isolated rock passed 
on the left, called Dinas Emrys, which is clothed with wood, and 
contains on the summit very slight remains of a building defended 
by ramparts. It is the scene of many ancient traditions. 
Vortigem, the British king, is said to have fled here from the 
resentment of his own subjects, when he found himself unable 
to contend with the faithless Saxons, under Hengist and Horsa, 
whom he had invited into the countrv. He afterwards retired 
to Nant Gwytheryn, near the Bival mountains, in the pro- 
montory of Lleyn. " According to the legend, when Vortigem 
commenced to build a fort on the hill it fell to pieces as fisist as 
it was raised, until his wise men bade him sprinkle the fortress 
with the blood of a child bom out of due course. Such a 
cbild was foimd in Merlin Ambrosius, who helped the king 
by more effectual means than bloodshedding, and proceeded 
to construct it conformably with this advice. It was here that 
the outcast king learned from the seer all the evils that destiny 
had in store for him ; and here, deep in the rock, yet lie buried 
the golden throne and diamond sword of the enchanter. Vorti- 
gem afterwards bestowed the residence on Merlin, Emrys is 
of course a corruption of Ambrosius.'' 

When past the Ddinas lake and a chapel, the sweet little vale 
of Olan Aber is entered, where there is a fine view of a perpen- 
dicular cliff rising to the summit of Y Wyddfa, between the 
heights of Yr Aran and Lliwedd. On turning sharply round a 
hill, Llyn Gwynant bursts into view, and the road skirts its 
shore for the next mile. On the opposite side rises steeply 
from the water the height of Lliwedd, an outlier of Snowdou^ 
and at the head of the vale is seen the bulky mass of the' 
Glyders. During the long, gradual ascent from the lake to 
the Pen y Gwryd hotel, there are some magnificent views of the 
summit of Snowdon, up the wild recess of Gwm Dyli, to the 
ridge and precipices of Lliwedd and Grib Goch. The grand 
mural mass of the Glyders is also seen in front, and the 
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house is yisible at QarjfikwjAj the sammit of the Uanberis 

pftSB. 

From the ^^^J Crwrjd hotel the road winds to the S.W. 
round a spur of Glyder Fawr. In the rear, Moel Siabod, the 
C^pel Curig lakes, and the Glyders disappear, and below on 
the left may be seen part of uie yale and lake of Gwynant, 
with Gynicnt and Moelwyn mountains beyond. On taming 
sharply round a corner at Bwlch y Gwyddel, ^m. from the 
hotel, LHwedd and Crib Goch appear, and in front are seen 
houses at the top of the pass. The road during the ascent is 
of an Alpine cluaaoter, high up the breast of the hiB, with a 
steep hoUow on the left. During the first part of the way down 
the Llanberis pass from Gorphwysfa, the whole aspect of the 
scene is dreary and desolate, without house, trees, or Tegetation, 
nor do the crags assume any specially interesting* features. 
Presently wild rocks tower majestically on every hand, and on 
turning a comer, and crossing the stream at a bridge, some vast 
masses of rock lie by the road, which have fallen from the 
cliffs, and are kno¥m as ^ The Cromlech." From the boulder- 
strewn wilderness the eye turns to the majestic crags of Glyder 
Fawr, and to the rocks which enclose the solitary recess of 
Owm Glas ; tl^e situation of the cwm being denoted by a rill 
that flows down the side of the mountain. The heights for 
some distance consist of masses of rock, and at their feet are 
blocks perched on rounded hillocks, reminding the geologist 
of tlie action of ancient glaciers. In front appear fields and 
cottages, and farther distant, the Llanberis lakes, with proiect- 
ing rocky headlands on the southern shore, upon one of wmch 
stands the ruined tower of Dolbadam castle. The best way to 
enjoy the seene is to walk leisurely through the pass when the 
mist is partly enveloping the tops of the mountains. The crags 
and hollows then appear wonderfully wild and weiid-like. 

When the Gwastadnant toll-gate and a few cottages and 
fields are reached, the vale becomes less savage^ and the hill- 
sides a little greener, but still the moimtain range on the left, 
an offshoot of Snowdon, is very high and impressive. After 
passing^ the church and village of (Old) Llanberis, the road 
crosses the beck» and skirts the S.W. margin of Llyn Peris. 
The castle is prominent in front, and across the lake are 
heaps of debris from the slate quarries. Beyond the castle, the 
Victoria hotel, and railway station, the village of Llanberis is 
entered. 

When out of the village, some slate quarries are passed, and 
then the road slightly ascends and commands a view of the 
mountains on either side of the Llanberis pass, and the peaked 
summit of Snowdon. Then the lake llyn Padam is seen 
close below on the right, along the whole of its length, appear* 
ing like a large reservoir, without any verdure or treea, tha 
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rocks being bare, with the railway on one side, and the tram- 
way on the other leading from the slate qaarries to the sea at 
Fort Dinorwic. At. the foot of the lake, IJm. from Llanberis, 
there is a fine view up the lake, with the castle at the head, the 
shore presenting from this point promontories and bays, with 
the mountains on either side of the Llanberis pass, and the 
top of Snowdon visible. Here there is an inn, the Newborongh 
Arms, and a road branches on the right across the river, which 
is spanned by a bridge of foar arches. |m. farther, the rail- 
way station, die Bailway inn, and the village of Cwm y 61o are 
passed; and, ^m. beyond the village, the road turns round a 
rook, when the Snowdon mountains disappear in the rear. 
For the next few miles there is little of interest, until the 
railway and the river Seiont are crossed; then, on attaining 
the brow of a low hill, the mountains come in view from near 
Bethesda to the Rivals, and will interest the traveller until the 
castle and town of Carnarvon and the sea appear. 

Ascent of Snowdon, from lilanberis. 

A well-defined pony-path leads from Llanberis to the top of 
Snowdon, which makes a gradual ascent over comparatively 
smooth ground, and is sometimes travelled by hundreds on a 
fine day, at the height of the tourist season. This route is not 
so beautiful and wild as that from Pen y Gwryd, or &om Bedd- 
gelert. The distance is a little over 5m., and the time required 
for the ascent, three hours. Charge for guide is Is. For pony 5s, 
Enter a road on the right, close by the Boyai Yiotoria hotel. 
A plantation is soon reached, where foot-passengers may pass 
through a wicket gate, but for ponies a gate has to be imlocKed 
by persons residing at the cottage close by, although it is a 
public road. On emerging from the wood, just al)ove the 
Llanberis waterfSftll, the heights of Moel EiUo and Moel y 
Cynghorion appear in front. The fall may be seen by branch- 
ing a few yards to the right. A short distance farther, a wall 
is passed through, at a gate, and the open fell entered* Here 
there is a good view of Elidyr mountain, with the slate quarries, 
also the viUage of Llanberis, and Padam lake, the oastle, and 
the Victoria hotel. 

Lcffibving a branch road on the right, and passing a cottage, 
the peaked summit of Snowdon appears in front, with Crib y 
Ddvsgyl on the left of it, and the savage crags of Clogwyn Ddu'r 
Aradu on the right. Looking backwards, the greater part of 
Anglesey is visible. The ofi&hoots of Snowdon, which rise on 
the left of the traveller, hide the Llanberis pass. Across Cwm 
Brwynog, the green hollow on the right, may be seen the path 
leading past some cottages to a gap in the Moel EiUo range of 
mountains, whence it descends to the Snowdon Banger hotel. 
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the Gwellyn Iftke, and to Beddselert When through another, 
and Uie Ust gate, the path may be discerned winding almost all 
the way to the top of Snowdon, along smooth slopes. For the 
next l^m. the walk is without special interest Snowdon's 
summit disappears behind Crib y Ddysflnrl ; and on the right, 
over the gap of Uwlch y Gwm Brwynog, between the heights of 
Moel y Cyogborion and the crags of Oloffwyn Ddu'r Arddn, 
there peers a group of peaks, including Moel Uebog, T Gkumedd 
Goch, the Bivals, and Alynydd Mawr. In the rear are the aea, 
and Anglesey, as far as the Holyiiead hill. 

Sm. from Llanberis, and at a height of 2000 feet, there is a 
hut that is occupied in sunmer by a person who sells refresh- 
ments. Here are visible the Tubular bridge over the Menai 
Strait, and the coast on the K. side of Anglesey, where the 
' Roval Charter * was wrecked. Should the stranger walk from 
the hut for a few hundred yards on the right, in the direction 
of the tarn, he will see a huge stone, said to weigh nearly 
5000 tons. At the hut the steepest part of the climb com- 
mences. ,The hollow of Cwm Brwynog, with Lvn Ddu'r Arddu, 
and the grand, vertical cliffs of Clogwyn Ddu'r Arddu, are on the 
right, and an expanse of the ocean appears, also a part of the 
Kantlle lakes, rresently there is a prospect on the left down a 
desolate, rocky hollow, to the fields at the bottom of the Llan- 
beris pass : and across the pass rise the bulky masses of Elidyr 
Fawr, Y Foel Goch, Y Gam, and the Glyders. Between. T Gam 
and Glyder Fawr are Carnedd Dafydd and Camedd Llewelm 
The views fi'om this point on every hand are very fine. Aner 
climbing a short distance farther, no tourist ought to omit 
branching a hundred yards on the left, where he will obtain one 
of the most remarkable views that is to be had on Snowdon. 
On gaining the edge of the precioice, the secluded hollow of 
Cwm Glas lies deep below, where tnere are also two tarns, from 
which rise vertical cliffs to the summit of the narrow ridge of 
Crib Goch. The tarn of Llyn Cwm j Ffynnon, the Capel Curig 
lakes, and Moel Siabod are also visible. The nath runs hence 
along the N.W. slope of Crib y Ddysgyl, a short distance beneath 
its summit, and Cwm Brwynog, Llyn Ddu'r Arddu, and the crags 
of Clogwyn Ddu'r Arddu are deep below on the right. Gradu- 
ally appear many lakes and mountains, and an extent of sea. 
Cwellyn lake is observed resting calmly at the base of Mynydd 
Mawr, and on the opposite side of that height are the NantUe 
lakes, Llvn y Dywarchen, Llyn y Gader, and the heights of 
Y Gamedd Goch, the Bivals, and the Moel Hebog range. To 
the N.W. are Llyn Padam, Llanberis village, and the slate 
quarries, Elidvr mountain, a tract of level land, the Menai Strait, 
Anglesey, and the sea at Carnarvon bay and around Anglesey, 
and also near Pwllheli, with the small eminences of the pro- 
montory of Lleyn. 



ASCENT OF SNOWDON. 139 

Arrived at the ming of some hnts, where there is a spring of 
pure water, said to be the highest spring in either England or 
Wales, a path diverges to the right and descends to the Snow- 
don Banger hotel, whioh is to be discerned, half hid by a dozen 
trees, on the bank of Llyn Cwellyn. The summit of Snowdon 
now appears in front, above a ridge of rocks, and the cliffs 
rising from the recesses of Gwm j Glogwyn on the right come in 
sight. A few yards fearer, at Bwlch Glas, there is a glimpse 
on the left into the profound depth of Gwm Dyli, where rest the 
tarns Glaslyn and Llydaw, and immense precipices are seen 
rising from the hollow to the summit of Snowaon; also the 
serrated ridges of Grib y Ddysgyl, Grib Goch, and LUwedd, 
whilst beyond are Moel Siabod and other heights. This view 
is hardly surpassed for wild grandeur by any other in Wales. 
A path leads on the left down the hollow to Pen y Pass, Pen 
y Gwryd, and Gapel Gurig. On the right also there is a good 
prospect of lakes, mountains, sea, and plain. In Gwm y 
Clog^yn appear three tarns, and above the crags and sloping 
shingle on the opposite side of the cwm may he seen a few 
yards of the path leading to Beddgelert from Snowdon. 

After threading amongst some rocks, with a sight on the left 
of the Gapel Gurig lakes, and the Glyders, Gamedd Dafydd, 
and Gamedd Llewelyn, and on every hand a prospect of all that 
has been named, especially the Grib Goch, and Grib y Ddysgyl 
ridge, the summit of Y Wyddfet is attained. 



Ascent of Snowdon, from Capel Onrig and 

Pen y Gwryd. 

Persons staying at Capel Gurig or Pen y Gwryd may reach 
Gorphwysfa, the top of the Llanberis pass, by road, and there 
commence the ascent of Snowdon. The distance from Gapel Gurig 
to the top of the mountain is 9m., and from Pen y Gwryd, 5m., 
Gorphwysfa, 4m. By this route the traveller passes the tarns Llyn 
Llydaw, and Glaslyn, and enters Cwm Dyli, the wildest recess 
of the mountain ; a valley surrounded by the towering precipices 
of Crib Goch, Crib y Ddysgyl, Lliwedd, and, Y Wyddfa. This is 
the finest approach to the monarch of Welsh mountains, but the 
distant landscapes are not so good as by the Beddgelert route. 

From the inn at Pen y Pass, a road branches to the left, and 
runs round the shoulder of Grib Goch with the hollow of the 
upper part of Nant Gwynant on the left, and a view of Moel 
Siabod and the Glyders. Presently there are seen the three 
peaks, Y Wyddfa, Lliwedd, and Crib Goch. The road winds 
along the hill side, just above the small tarn Llyn Teym, where 
are the remains of a row of huts, called the barracks, fonnerly 
used by the men who worked at some copper mines. The road 
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is good, and may be travelled over in a carriage for 2nL &om 
Pen y Pass, thus reducing the walking distance to 2m., whic^is 
much less than by any other route, but the ascent is steeper. 
When past the tarn, and round an offiihoot of Crib Gkx^h, Llyn 
Llydaw is reached, and there is an excellent view of Snowdon, 
Crib Goch, and Lllwedd. Llyn Llydaw is a large, irregular 
sheet of water, containing trout, but there is no ho&t upon it. 
The road runs through a part of the lake, with stepping stones 
by the side of it ; and then skirts the margin of the water, at 
the base of Crib Groch. Here the full majesty of the valley 
begins to break on the beholder: the crags and tlie serrated 
ridge of Lliwedd, and the vertical peaked mass of Snowdon, 
being sharply defined against the sky, look so narrow and steep 
as to be hopelessly inaccessible to the unpractised climber. 
From tlie lake, a good but stony cart-track twists by the base 
of Crib Goch, to the old mine works, which stand al>ove where 
the stream flows over some bare rocks in cascades. Ail the way, 
Y Wydd£et is a majestic object in front, presenting a pyramid of 
dark cliffs, and from it runs the rocky ridge of Lliwedd. At 
the old mine works the Glaslyn lake is reached, a fine circnlar 
sheet of water, resting in perhaps the grandest cwm in Wales. 
From its shores rocks rise sheer for more than 1000 feet to the 
summit of Snowdon ; the Crib y Ddysgyl and Crib Goch ridges 
are on the right, and Lliwedd on the left, the whole preeentmg 
an impressive scene. 

When 20 yards beyond a row of cottages, the tramway is 
left, and a steep, stony path zigzags under the cliffs of Cnb y 
Ddysgyl, and passes the disused workings of a copper mine. 
When near the top of the ridge, there are seen the two lakes 
resting in one of nature's wildest recesses, environed by the 
peak of Snowdon and its outstretched arms Lliwedd, (Mb y 
Ddysgyl, and Crib Goch ; with Moel Siabod and a wide extent 
of hilly country beyond ; also the Arenigs and the Arans. 

On gaining the top of the ridge at Bwlch Glas, and entering 
the path from Llanberis and the Snowdon Banger, a view 
opens to the N. and W., full particulars of which are given at 
page 139. 

Ascent of Snowdon from. Beddgelert* 

This way up Snowdon commands by far the best proin>ects of 
ocean, lakes, and mountains ; but the distance is the longest, 
being about 6f m. The descent will occupy about three and a 
half hours. 

The Carnarvon road, which is described at page 134, has to 
be traversed for 2£m. until opposite Llyn y Gader, and then, at 
a gate, a path is entered that leads to a farmhouse. Behind the 
house the path ascends a grassy slope, with a hollow on the 
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right; and after passing over a cart-track leading from the 
hamlet of Pont Bhyd Ddu to a slate quarry, some hillooky ground 
is ascended, and a wall passed through, near some sheepfolds. 
At every step the yiew to the S. and W. has been expanding, 
and now includes the Gwellyn lake and vale, Llyn y G^er, and 
other tarns, the heights of Yr Aran, Moel Hebog, Y Garnedd 
Goch, Mynydd Mawr, and Moel Eilio, a strip of the sea. Oar* 
narvon castle, and Anglesey, with the Holyhead hill. Pre- 
sently a small cairn is passed, which marks the site of the 
melancholy death of Mr. Goz, a tourist, who had climbed 
Snowdon one winter's day in 1859 in company with a guide, 
and, on descending over the ground covered with snow, he 
became weak and unable to proceed. The guide went for 
assistance and some refreshments, but on his return, life had 
become extinct Close by the cairn there is a tiny rill of pure 
water. A few yards farther a gate is passed through at a wall 
near another spring, and the open ground is entered on Llechog, 
a shoulder of Snowdon. The Nantlle lakes are now in sight, 
between Y Garaedd Goch and Mynydd Mawr, and strips of the 
sea are visible in the direction of Carnarvon, Pwllheli, and 
Harlech. On gaining the edge of a steep precipice, there is a 
wonderfully fine view down into Cwm y Clogwyn, where are 
seen four small tarns, and the precipitous rocky front of Snow- 
don ; also the sea is discerned in the direction of Bangor. 

The path is well marked, and runs, within a few ysSds of the 
precipice, passing through near the end of a wall. It is quite 
safe, but in a mist care must be taken not to get too near the 
edge of the cliffs, which descend perpendicularly for hundreds 
of feet. At every step, mountains, lakes, and parts of the ocean 
are spread to view with magical effect. Almost the whole of 
Anglesey is visible, and the tubular bridge is seen spanning the 
Menai Strait. There are strips of the ocean in Beaumaris; 
Carnarvon, and Cardigan bays, Llyn Cwellyn, the Nantlle 
lakes, part of Llyn Padani, and a number of tarns. In addition 
to the mountains already mentioned, a fine cluster may be seen 
to the S.E., including Moelwyn, the Harlech, and Ffestiniog 
heights, and the Arans near Bala. The path bends to the left, 
and runs for a slight distance along the breast of Clawdd Coch, 
with shingle sloping down into Cwm y Clogwyn on the left ; 
then the top of a narrow rocky ridge called Bwlch y Maen is 
gained, with Cwm y Llandeep below on the right, and the view 
embraces all just named, with the addition of Moel Siabod and 
the Capel Curig lakes. Though the ridge here is narrow, with 
a deep hollow on either side, the path runs safely amongst the 
rocks, above steep slopes of shingles, and leads direct to the 
cairn on the summit of Snowdon. 
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Ascent of Snowdon, from the Snowdon Ranger 

Hotel. 

The distance from the Snowdon Banger hotel, sitoated on 
the shores of Llyn GweUyn, to the summit of Snowdon is 4m., 
and the time required is ahout two hours and a quarter. 

The path passes a farmhouse behind the inn, and then winds 
half-way up the breast of the Moel Qoch. hill, a part of the 
Hoel Eilio range. Ll3m GweUyn, Llyn y Gader, Mynydd Mawr, 
Y G^amedd Goch and Moel Hebog are at once revealed ; and 
Snowdon is a wild-looking mass, with its breast, as it were, 
bare and arms extended, enclosing the hollow of Cwm y 
Clogwyn. An ill-defined path is crossed, leading over the pass 
of Bwlch y Maes Cwm to Llanberis, and a wall is passed through 
at a gate close by a rill. The path is bad to trace for a short 
distance, but it keeps close to the side of Moel y Gynghorion. 
The tourist must be careful to remain near the hill, so as to 
avoid the wet, reedy ground on the right, in the midst of which 
will be observed a large upright boulder called MaenBras. Two 
miles from the inn, and after an hour's walk, Llyn Ffynnon y 
Gwas is passed on the right, and then the steep part of the 
ascent is commenced. The path zigzags up the Moulder of 
Clogwyn Ddu'r Arddu, and for some distance is as smooth as a 
carpet. Gradually there appear different portions of the sea, 
but the chief object of attraction is the massive breast of Snow- 
don and the hollow of Cwm y Clogwyn on the right, in which 
are four small tarns — ^Llyn Glas, Llyn Goch, Llyn y Nadioedd, 
and Llyn Ffynnon y Gwas. There are also the tarns and 
mountains from Mynydd Mawr to Moel Hebog, with the Bivals 
more distant. By walking a few yards higher up the mountain, 
and along the green top of the ridge overlooking wild perpen- 
dicular crags, a fine view might also be had into Cwm Brwynog 
on the left, and across to Llimberis la^e and village, the Slidyr 
mountain, and the path from Llanberis to Snowdon. Soon, 
however, the proper path commands a sight of Llanberis lake 
and village and surrounding heights. Tne Cwellyn lake, the 
Nantlle lakes, Llyn y Gader, and otiier tarns, the mountains in 
that direction, and the sea, present a fine panorama. The 
grassy path becomes very stony, and by branching a dozen yards 
on the left the traveller sees down to Llyn Ddu'r Arddo, which 
rests at the feet of wild, vertical cliffs, the scene of two fatal 
accidents. In 1846, the Bev. H. Starr, of Northampton, was 
ascending alone &om the Snowdon Banker for the piupoee of 
seeing the sun rise, when he got lost in me dark and the mist, 
and fell over the precipice, at the base of which his body was 
discovered some months afterwards. In 1859, another tomist, 
Mr. Frodsham, also lost his way in the dark, fell, and was 
killed. 
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When on the top of Clogwyn Ddn'r Arddn, where the gronnd 
again becomes smooth, there are in prospect almost all Anglesey, 
Llanberis lake and Tillage, the sea, Elidyr Fawr, Gamedd 
Bafydd, Gamedd Llewelyn, and the Glyders ; and on the left 
there is a view down some dreadful-looking crags to Gwm 
DdQ*r Arddn. The path leading from Llanberis to Snowdon 
is entered a few yards after it has passed a spring and the 
remains of an old hut. At once the Bwloh Glas gap is reached, 
where a path comes up from Gapel Gurig district ; and a mag- 
nificent prospect is obteined down to Glaslyn and Llyn Llydaw, 
with the crags and ridges of Grib Goch and Lliwedd, and the 
vertical, massiye cliff rising from the hollow right to the summit 
of Y Wyddfa. The landscapes during the last ^m. are veiy 
grand. After rounding a few rocks, the cairn on the summit is 
reached. 

Llanberis to Bethesda. 

8 Miles. 

When a few yards beyond the railway station at Llanberis, 
enter the road on the left, which crosses over a bridge between 
the two lakes, and leads to the slate quarries. It passes close 
under Dolbadam castle, and commands a good view up Llyn 
Peris, to the mountains on either side of the Llanberis pass, also 
down the whole length of the lower lake. When over the 
bridge, bend to the left, and then enter the right-hand branch, 
which ascends steeply through a wood, where there are fine 
peeps down to the Llanberis village, tiie two lakes, and the 
casUe, with the heights of Snowdon and Moel Eilio on the 
opposite side of the valley. On turning sharplv round a comer, 
the higher portion of the slate quarries, and ike top of Elidyr 
Fawr are seen on the right, and there is an excellent view of 
the Llanberis pass, with the Snowdon range well displayed. 
After proceeding a short distance farther, round a small hill, 
extensive slate works are passed, and a little upland vale is 
traversed, with a prospect on the left of the lower end of Llyn 
Padam and across a level tract of country to Gamarvon bay, 
5vhilst in the rear are the heights from Moel Eilio to the 
summit of Snowdon. When the road divides, take the higher 
branch : a few yards farther it divides again ; the right-£Eind 
route, leading direct to the highest quarry on the side of Elidyr 
Faoh is the one to be followed by those ascending that mountain. 

For Bethesda, continue along the left hand way. Houses 
and hamlets are seen standing on the hill sides on every hand, 
and the eye ranges over the level country to the Menai Strait, 
and away over most of Anglesey to the Holyhead and Parys 
hills. Presently Bronllwyd mountain is seen on the right, and 
alao Tr Elen, Bera Bach, and Beia Mawr. The road now turns 



144 SNOWDON SEcrriOK. 

to the left, and then winds along the sides of the heights 
Brysgol Fawr and Moel y Ci. All the way up to this point 
cottages will have heen noticed here and there, but now a bleak 
moorland plateau is crossed, and the road becomes a mere path. 
A small sheet of water is passed, the mountains in ^e rear 
disappear, the Penrhyn slate quarries are some distance on the 
right, Gamedd Dafydd and Camedd Llewelyn become pro- 
minent, and Tillages near Bethesda are observed in front, on ibe 
slopes of the hills. 

The traveller might take a direct course from Llanberis to the 
Penrhyn quarries by keening along the base of Elidyr Fach and 
Bzonllwyd heights, and ne might also enter the wild hollow on 
the right where lie the two tains Marchlyn Bach and Marchlyn 
Mawr. 

By keeping along the side of Moel y Ci, a good road is 
entered, which passes some houses, and a diarming view is 
obtained of Beaumaris, Anglesey, Puffin island, and the sea 
near Bangor. After bending to the right, and passing St 
Ann's church, a steep descent is made through wooded ground, 
the river is crossed near the slate quarries, and the coach road 
entcnred }m. K of the Douglas Arms hotel, Bethesda. 

Ascent of Elidyr Fach and Elidyr Fawr, from 

lilanberis. 

These mountains are behind the Dinorwic slate qnanieSy 
amongst the range of hills between Llanberis and Bethesda^ 
and ought to be ascended by all tourists who make a lengthened 
sti^ in this part of the district. 

The first 2im. of the journey are described at page 143. After 
leaving the Bethesda road, and just before arriving at Uie 
highest edate quarry on the side of Elidyr Fach, enter the open 
fell. From this point the easiest way is to bend to the left, 
until quite clear of the heaps of slate debris, and then wind to 
the right up the green slope. Gradually a wide and varied 
panorama becomes visible, and on gaining the summit of 
Elidyr Fach there are the valley, lake, and village of Llanbms 
deep below, with mountains to the south stretching fixnn 
Snowdon, past Moel Eilio, Moel Hebog, Y Gamedd Goch, and 
Mynydd Mawr, to the Bivals. Close by, on the opposite side, 
are the heights of Elidyr Fawr and Bronllwyd ; behind which 
are the bulky masses of Gamedd Dafydd, Gamedd Llewelyn, 
Yr Elen, Y Foel Fras, Y Drosgl, Penmaen Mawr, and Moel 
Wnion. Away across a level distriot, studded with houses and 
hamlets, may be seen the towers of Gamarvon and Penrhyn 
castles, the sQvery streak of tiie Menai Strait, and ue 
Tubular and Suspension bridges, beyond which are ~ 
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Bangor, Priestholm, and the whole of the Isle of Anglesey, 
with wide expanses of ocean, Carnarvon bay being on one side 
cuid Beaumaris on the other. 

The distance from Llanberis to the top of Elidyr Fach is 
3|m., and the ascent occupies two honrs. £lidyr Fawr (3033) 
is close by, and may be gained after another half-hour's walk. 
When going from one point to the other, Bethesda comes in 
sight on the left, and the hills on the S. present some grand 
hollows and precipices, and an attractive cluster of mountains 
extends from Snowdon to Moel Hebog and Moel Eillo. The 
top of Elidyr Fawr is a narrow ridge of loose blocks of stone, 
-with a steep slope on either side. In a deep hollow on the 
left are two tarns, Marchlyn Mawr and Marohlyn Bach, and on 
the right, the deep glen of Cwm Dudodyn. The view of the 
mountaina, the level land, and the sea is very fine. Snowdon, 
with Crib Goch, Cwm Glas, and all the other hollows and ridges 
overlooking the Llanberis pass are in sight. Moel Hebog, 
Y Garnedd Goch, Mynydd Mawr, the Rivals, and Moel Eilio, 
form a fine group of -mountain peaks, and another group con- 
sists of the Glyders, Tryfan, Y Gam, Bronllwyd, Camedd 
Daifydd, Carnedd Llewelyn, Yr Elen, Y Foel Fras, Bera Bach, 
Bera Mawr, Y Drosgl, Moel Wnion, and Penmaen Mawr ; and 
in the distance are neights around Dolgelley and Bala, and in 
ibB direction of Denbighshire. On the opposite side are the 
Carnarvon and Beaumaris bays, the Isle of Anglesey, the 
Menai Strait and Tubular bridge. Puffin isle, Bangor, Beau-^ 
maris, Penrhyn castle, Carnarvon castle, and a wide tract of 
level land dotted with houses and villages. Part of the lower 
end of Llyn Padam is seen, and the tarn Llyn Dwythwch at 
the foot of Moel Eilio. 

Descending to a narrow ridge, the glen of Cwm Dudodyn is 
on the right, a quiet place, with a little brook flowing at the 
foot of green slopes, and on the left, the Marchlyn Mawr tarn 
lies deep below, and is seen to be a large sheet of water in a 
lonely, stony part of the hills. Close by this tarn there is a 
terminal moraine, which Mr. D. Mackintosh, F.G.S.«says, is the 
most perfect in North Wales. In front, Camedd Pafydd has a 
noble appearance,' and on looking back. Elidyr Fawr presents a 
wild, rocKy front, rising to a conical peak. Here the traveller 
has the choice of routes. He may return to Llanberis by 
descending into the glen on the right, and entering the road 
at the foot of the Llanberis pass ; or go down to the tarn on 
tlie left, and thence reach Llanberis or Bethesda. He may 
also extend the walk on the mountains either in the direction 
of Bethesda or the Devil's Kitchen. (See next page.) 
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A Walk from Bethesda to the Sumxnits of the Kotin- 
tains Bronllwyd, Camedd y Filiaet, Hoel Perfedd, 
7 Foel Ooch, and T Gam. 

This is a magnificent mountain excnrsion, perhaps unstir- 
passed hy any o&er in Wales. 

The heights form one oontinnons range on the S. side of the 
Tale of Kant Ffhmcon. They are seldom tisited, but those who 
desire seclusion when communing with Nature in some of her 
wildest and most beautiful moods, will not regret resorting to 
them, especially in the height of the season, when crowds are 
hastening up Snowdon. 

After ascending by the Penrhyn slate quarries^ at by the 
roads which lead to the houses on the high ground 8. of tiie 

Suarries, the top of Bronllwyd is gained, and then, after a slight 
esceut, with the hollow of Cwm Geunant on the left, leading 
to the Nant Ffrancon vale, a short climb enables the tourist to 
gain the top of Camedd y Filiast, where ttiexe are some loose 
blocks of stone strewn around. At eyery step during the 
arduous ascent, pleasing and diversified views become gradually 
unfolded in the rear. From the summit of Oarnedd y Filiast, 
there are seen mountain masses extending from the RivalB io 
Penmaen Mawr, and including Elidyr Fawr, the Glyders, 
Tryfan, Camedd Dafydd, Camedd Llewelyn, and Y Foel Fraa. 
Close by are the village of Bethesda, the tams, Marchlyn Mawr 
and Marchlyn Bach, and part of the Llanberis lake, Uyn 
Padam. The view comprises a broad expanse of lev^ coon^ 
and the whole of the Isle of Anglesey, also the Beaumaris and 
Carnarvon bays, the Menai Strait and bridges, PufiSn island, 
tile towns of Beaumaris and Bangor, and the towers of Penrhyn 
and Carnarvon castles. 

Just before crossing over a wall there is a broad, smooth rock 
on the left, descending in an almost perpendicular slope to Hie 
hollow of Cwm Graianog leading into the vale of Nant Ffrancon. 
Presently the smooth, ^ssy summit of Moel Perfedd is reached, 
where parts of Llyn Ogwen and Llyn Idwal are seen. £lidyr 
Fawr lifts its fine conical peak close by on the righ^ and 
Crib Goch, Cwm Glas, and other hollows and ridges of Snowdon, 
on the opposite side of the Llanberis pass, are very fine. In 
the same direction there is a picturesque cluster of mountain 
peaks, including Moel Hebog, Y Gamedd Goch, Mynydd Mawr, 
and Moel Eilio. In fronts the Glyders, Tryfim, Braich Ddu, 
and Camedd Dafydd present some grand masses of wild, 
vertical elififo. On passing the narrow ridge leading to ISidyr 
Fawr, a descent is made along a green slope to a depression 
between Camedd y Filiast and Y Foel GocJbi, and on the right 
there is the green upland vale of Cwm Dudodyn, a Beduded 
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roate by which the traveller might descend to Llanberis, 
gaining the road at the foot of the Llanberis pass, close by the 
head of Llyn Peris. Persons ascending these mountains from 
Llanberis will find the cwm a pleasant and easy route, or they 
can reach this point by crossing over Elidyr Fawr. (See 
page 145.) 

Professor Bamsay, speaking of the recess of Cwm Gndanog, 
on the Nant Ffmncon side, says : — *' In none of the tributary 
valleys north of Llyn Idwal are the signs of a small glacier so 
distinct as in Cwm Graianog, which, on this account, is well 
worth a visit. From Bethesda it is eabily reached fh>m below, 
and from Llanberis the quickest route is up Cwm Dudodyn, and 
down what some would consider the perilous slope of Moel 
Perfedd, in a sort of couloir at the west end of the valley. The 
pedestrian then finds himself in a small, cmg^ valley, over half 
a mile in length, looking across Nant Ffrancon. On the east 
the felspathic porphyry of Moel Perfedd rises in a rough peak, 
and on the west the great bare, ripple-marked strata of the 
liingula grits dip from Camedd y FUiast towards the hollow, 
at an angle of 48° or 50°." 

When climbing up the side of Y Foel Goch, the Bival moun- 
tains appear, and Elidyr Fawr, rising to a high cone, wears 
an aspect of grandeur. On the top of Y Foel Ok)ch there is a 
glorious view of the lakes and mountains at the head of Nant 
Ffhmcon, and perhaps from no other point are they seen to greater 
advantage. Llyn Ogwen, Llyn Idwal, and Llyn Bochlwyd 
are observed in deep, solitary hollows, from which rise per- 
haps the most magnificent group of rocks to be met with in 
Wales. The Glyders, Tryfan, Camedd Dafydd and Y Gam 
present wild, bare fronts, forming one grand picture, and the 
whole of the vale of Nant Ffranoon is m sight, with the road 
from near Capel Curig to Betliesda. Beyond Bethesda the 
landscape is of a champaign character, with Penrhyn castle, 
the bay and town of Beaumaris, Puffin island, and some of the 
coast of Anglesey. Beyond Camedd Dafydd are Camedd 
Llewelyn, Yr Elen, Y Foel Fras, Bera Bach, Bera Mawr and 
Moel Wnion. Away through the pass of Nant Ffrancon there 
is a wide extent of country in the direction of Denbighshire. 
To the S. are Snowdon, Y Gamedd Goch, Mynydd Mawr, the 
Rivals, Moel Eilio, Llyn Dwythwch, with portions of Cardigan 
and Camarvon bays. Over Elidyr Fawr and Bronllwyd there 
are visible the sea, part of the Menai Strait, a large extent of the 
Isle of Anglesev, and the Holyhead hill. 

Continuing from Y Foel Goch along the grassy carpet, with 
smooth slopes on the right, there are some fine peeps on the 
left, down wild precipices, to the Nant Ffrancon vale. After a 
slight descent, a bteep slope leads to the top of Y Gam (3107). 
Mere the Glyders and Tryfan exhibit grand mural precipices. 

L 2 
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The Ogwen and Idwal lakes are in fall yiew^also parts of Llyn 
Bochlwyd, Llyn y Cwn, aboye Twll Du, and Llyn Cy wion in tie 
recess at the N. end of Y Gam. On the left of the Glyders 
there is a wide tract of Denbighshire, and the mountains 
Creigiau Gleision, Pen Llithrig, Pen Hely^, Camedd Dafydd, 
Camedd Llewelyn* Yr Elen, Bera Bach, Bera Mawr, and Moel 
Wnion ; on the right, Moelwyn, and in the distance the Bar- 
mouth and Harlech mountains, and Cader Idris; Snowdon with 
the Crib Gooh ridge, and the hollow of Gwm Glas are in full 
view ; and behind is part of Cardigan bay and the mountains 
extending to the end of the southern promontory of Carnarvon- 
shire, including Y Gamedd Gooh, the Rivals, Mynydd Mawr, 
and Mod Eilio. Westward, to the left of Y Foel Goch, and 
Elidyr Fawr, are Llanberis village, Llyn Peris, Llyn Padam, 
Llyn Dwythwch, the town and castle of Carnarvon, a wide extent 
of sea, the entrance to the Menai Strait, part of Anglesey, and 
the Holyhead hill ; and on the N.W. there is a view down Nant 
Ffrancon, with the village near Bethesda, and across to the sea, 
Puttin island, Beaumaris, and Anglesey. After glancing at the 
various objects in this wide area, the eye will again rest on the 
tremendous precipices of the Glyders, which are oertainly the 
grandest objects seen from this point. 

On descending from Y Gam, if there be no mist, it will be 
well to bend slightly to the left, along a projecting shoulder of 
the hill, and gain a point allowing of a view down the wild, 
rocky front of the hollow, where lies Llyn Cywion, and of the 
Ogwen and Idwal lakes. On gaining the upland plateau be- 
tween Y Gam and the Glyders, above Twll Du, the pedestrian 
has the choice of routes. He may cross over the Glyders to 
either Capel Curig or Pen y Gwryd ; descend to Llyn Idwal, and 
gain the road to Capel Curig or Bethesda; or branch to the 
right for Llanberis. 

Llanberis to Twll Du (Devil's Eitchen) and Llyn 

Idwal. 

8 Miles. 

Having travelled by road from the railway station to the old 
village and church of Llanbeiis, enter a path on the left, which 
goes to a house on the fell-side, and then leads up a steep, 
green slope. At once there is a charming view of the lonely, 
rocky hollow of Cwm Glas, w^th Crib Goch ridge, and other off- 
shoots of Snowdon, showing a bare, bold front. Down the valley 
are the castle, and most of Llyn Peris. From the house, aim for 
a wall on the left, and follow it until it ends ; then pass through 
a gate, and bend to the right, up the slope, by the side of a rill. 
Alter a steep climb, a tableland has to be crossed, gradually 
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mclining to the left, by the side of the T Garn mountain. 
Glyder Fawr is in front, and on the right, on the other side of the 
Llanberis pass, there are the rocky ridges and hollows of Snowdon, 
with Y Gamedd Qoohj and Moel Eilio beyond, and still more 
distant Anglesey and Carnarvon bay. Gradually, in front, there 
come in sight a grand cluster of hills, including Tiyfan, Carnedd 
Dafydd, Oumedd Llewelyn,, Pen Helyg, and Pen Llithrig. Pro- 
ceeding in a du-ect line for Glyder Fawr, the tarn called Llyn y 
Own is reached, resting at the base of Glyder Fawr, and it is 
the point to which persons come who ascend the mountain from 
Llanberis by this route. 

Following the stream from the tarn for a short distance, the 
traveller arrives at the top of Twll Du, or the Devil's Kitchen, 
a deep, horrid gully, with the stream flowing down it amongst 
huge blocks of stone, and between two bare, perpendicular 
masses of rock. Deep below is Llyn Idwal ; beyond it, Llyn 
Ogwen, and the wild rocks on every hand ; the Glyders, Tryfan, 
Caxnedd Dafydd, and Y Ghurn form as grand and savage a scene 
as it is possible to imagine. 

Some tourists will probably not dare to descend the steep 
clifEs to the shores of Llyn Idwal; or they may. fear the labour 
of the return climb. If they make this point the end of their 
journey they will still be amply repaid, for it is a pleasant, 
aecluded spot, where, in fine weather, the lover of mountains 
may linger for hours. All around Llyn y Own there are small 
bosses of rock, amidst green, smooth ground, and on one hand is 
Y Gram, and on the other Glyder Fawr, both noble, rocky, massive 
heights, which some tourists may desire to scale from this 
point 

The descent to Llyn Idwal may be accomplished a short dis- 
tance from Twll Du on either side, but the ground is very rugged 
and steep, and, during a mist, too dajigeious to be undertaken 
without a guide. The best plan is to keep the cleft, known as 
the Kitchen, a few yards on the left, and walk close beneath 
some overhanging precipices, amongst huge blocks of stone. In 
this way a very wild, but comparatively safe and easy, route is 
found. If the Kitchen be kept on the right, it is well to com- 
mence a few hundred yards distant, close by tne side of Y (rarn, 
but the ground is so steep, that in some places amongst the 
rocks it is dangerous unless great care be used, and there is a 
difficulty in finding a safe and tolerably easy way down. Wliea 
at the l)ottom, the traveller gazes at. one of the most savage- 
looking scenes in Wales. Hie deep cleft of Twll Du is observed 
in the middle of dark, vertical crags, with the grand towering 
rocks of Y G^m on the ri^ht, and on the left the immense ver- 
tical cliffs in the front of we Glyders. • 

Llyn Boohlwyd, which lies in a lonely, desolate cwm, high 
up the mountains, between the two Glyders and Tryfan, may be 
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Teaohed withont diffieultj by aBoending direct fiom Llyn Idwal. 
On entering the recess, a fine precipioe is observed at the head 
of the cwm, rising firom the shore of the tarn to the top of Glyder 
Fach. Professor Ramsay writes : — ** Aboye Llyn Ogwen, in Owm 
Boohlwyd, there are ample proofs of glacier action. A little 
lake lies in the hollow of this, one of the wildest valleys in 
North Wales, apparently slightly dammed up by moraine matter, 
and just beyond the upper end of the lake there is an immense 
moraine heap, running nearly across the Talley, and formed of 
angular blocks of stone, some of them from 6 to 10 yards in 
length." By leaving the tarn on the left, a graduu ascent 
may be made to the summit, between the two Glyders. The 
tarn is also a good starting point for the ascent of Tryfan 
mountain. 

Ascent of the Olyders. 

Glyder Fawr and Glyder Fach constitute the mountain mass 
standing between the tops of the Nant Ffranoon and the ULan- 
beris passes. They present some immense precipices on the 
W. side, overlooking Llyn Idwal ; but to the E. they descend 
in rather uninteresting slopes to the road between Pen y Gwryd 
and Oapel Gurig. The most direct ascent is from the last- 
named places, but parties often dimb firom Llanberis, and also 
from the tops of the two passes. 

To reach Glyder Fawr, from P«i 7 Gwryd,. climb up tlie 
grassy slope behind the house to Llyn Cwm Ffynnon, having the 
streamlet on the right which flows from the tam. After passing 
this secluded little lake, a steady pull, leaning gradually to the 
right, leads to the summit. 

Sometimes persons ascend Glyder Fawr irom Pen y Gwryd by 
walking along the Llanberis road to Gk>rphwysfa at the top of 
the pass, and then passing some rocks, which are said to present 
fine basaltic columns. ** These columns extend about 450 feet 
down the side of the mountain, the bottom being about 
2050 feet above sea level, and the top about 2500 feet. The 
columns lie at an inclination of 45 degrees, pointing a little W. 
of N.W." 

To ascend Glyder Fach, fh)m Pen y Gwryd, walk along the 
Gapel Gitfig road for a few hundred yaids, and along the green 
slope on the left^ until above a wall, then bear slightly to the 
right up a stony part of the hill. When comparatively smooth 
ground is gained, bear to the left, and the top is leaohed 
without difficulty. 

From Gapel Cfurig the traveller may at once strike up the fell 
behind the hotel, or waU: in tiie direction of Pen y Gwryd for 
about a mile, and there leave the road. After a steep olimb 
over ground covered with thick grass, heather, and peat» the 
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summit of Cefh y Capel is gained, where there is a varied 
prospect, inoludiag the Oapel Gurig lakes, Llyn Gwynant, Llya 
JEJlai, Llyn Oowlyd, Ffynnon Llugwy, portions of Ffynnon y 
Lloer, and Llyn Ogwen, and a strip of the sea at Port Madoc. 
There are also the heights of Creigiau Gleision, Pen Llithrig, 
Pen Helyg, Camedd Llewelyn, Oarnedd Bafydd, Bronllwyd, 
l^iyfan, Y Gam, Glyder Fach, Gallt y Grogo, Lliwedd, Moel 
Hdbog; Moel Ddu, Moelwyn, the Bhinogs, Cader Idris, Moel 
Siabcd, and a wide tract of the Denhighshire hills. After 
crossing a grassy plateau, and one or two pools, the top of the 
Gallt y Gogo is reached ; where, in addition to the mountains 
and lakes already enumerated, the peaks and ridges of Snowdon 
become prominent and interesting objects. Whilst crossing 
another plateau, by the side of some small sheets of water, 
there is a view on the right down into the desolate, stony hollow 
of Gwm Try£Em, and the Tryfan mountain presents a magpiificent 
pyramid of rook. After a few minutes* more hard work, the 
tourist stands on the highest part of Glyder Fach. 

Another mode of ascent from Oapel Ourig, is to travel along 
the Bangor road for 3m^ to a cluster of trees, then cross the 
stream, and ascend, with Try&n and a hollow on the right, and 
on the left the craggy height of Gallt y Gogo. After passing 
some sheets of water, wind to the right over stony ^ound to the 
summit. Sometimes tourists will walk up Owm Tryfan on the 
!¥. side, directly beneath the Tryfan moimtain, and then bend 
to the left, and after a steep climb steer to the right for the top 
of Glyder Fach. 

Occasionally travellers ascending the Glyders from Capel 
Ourig or Bethesda, will go to Llyn Idwal, and thence to Llyn 
Bochlwyd. From the latter tarn, a hard tug, up a steep, wUl 
place the tourist on the smnmit ridge between the two 
Glyders. 

Persons climbing the Glyders from Llanberis, generally go to 
the top of Llanberis pass, and strike up the height on the left, 
ciirect to the smnmit; or to Llyn y Own tarn by the route 
given at page 148. From the tarn, a hard pull up a steep breast 
leads at onee to the wide, flat top of Glyder Fawr, which is 
covered with slabs of all si^s, and here and there hillocks of 
bare, sharp-edged rooks. 

Glyder Fawr is 3275 feet high ; the view is extensive, but 
perhaps not so beautiful as from some lower heights. Many of 
the mountains look dwarfed and flat, which from lower points 
of view have a much flner aspect, presenting bare precipices and 
hollows. The chief attraction is the noble appearance of the 
rugged steeps, ridses, and cwms of Snowdon. Lliwedd, Crib 
Ooch, and the peak of Y Wyddfa, with Llyn Llydaw, and wild, 
zocky hollows, look remarkably fine. There is a vast tract of 
oQewkf extending from near Bhyl to the coast beyond Harlech 



152 SNOWDON SECTION. 

and Aberystwyth ; also a mtdtitadinons array of hills, including 
those of Denbighshire and Yale, the Clwydian range, the 
Berwyns, the Arenigs, the Arans, Gader Idris, and Pllnlimmon ; 
with the nearer heists of Moel Siabod, the Manods, Gynicht, 
Moelwyn, and the Rhinogs. To the W. of Snowdon are Yr 
Aran, Moel Hebog, the Rivals, Mynydd Mawr, and Moel Eilio. 
Another g^up stends in a N.W. direction, including Y Gram, 
Elidyr Fawr, Bronllwyd, Camedd Dafydd, Camedd Llewelyn, 
Pen Helyg, Pen Llitlirig, Greigian Gleision, Tryfan, and Glyder 
Fach. There are also seen the Llanberis lakes and ylllage, 
Gamarron castle, a wide tract of leyel land, the Menai StrS^ 
Anglesey, Holyhead hill, tiie yale of Nant Ffrancon, Bethesda, 
Beaumaris, Penmon lighthouse, and Penrhyn castle. 

During the walk from Glyder Fawr to Glyder Fach there are 
some weird-like views down the clifis to Llyn Bochlwyd, JAjn 
Idwal, Llyn Ogwen, and the vale of Nant Ffrancon. Tryfan 
and Glyder Fach look extremely wild, especially the latter, 
which presents a mass of bare perpendicular rock, descending 
from the summit for 1500 feet to the cwm below — certainly one 
of the most sublhne objects to be met with amongst the Welsh 
mountains. The top of Glyder Fach is strewn with enormous 
blocks or slabs, from which rise a picturesque stack of per- 
pendicular rocks. Although this mountain is generally con- 
sidered lower than Glyder FaWr, an aneroid that we placed on 
the top stone denoted that it was the highest by about 
15 feet. 

The view is much the same as that from Glyder Fawr, and 
a^n Snowdon is the chief object of attraction, with the summit 
of Y Wyddfa, the ridges of Lliwedd and Grib Groch, and the 
wild hollow in which is seen a part of Llyn Llydaw. 

Beddgelert. 

Beddgelert is situated in a little valley, at the base of Moel 
Hebog and other mountains, a place where " meditation may 
think down hours to moments." Borrow, in his * Wild Wales,* 
speaka of it as " a wondrous valley, rivalling for grandeur and 
beauty any vale either in the Alps or Pyrenees." It is an 
excellent centre from which to visit some of the wildest and 
the most charming scenes in Wales. The chief attraction is the 
pass of Pont Al^rglaslyn, but it is also a good point from 
which to ascend Snowdon. Other lofty mountains may be 
scaled in all directions, and there are pleasant walks to lakes 
and tarns, sequestered vales, and spots diversified by wood and 
rock. Unlike Llanberis and Ffestiniog, it is free frrom the 
bustle of extensive slate-quarrying operations. The Royal 
Gk)at hotel, a few yards out of the village, is an excellent 
house, and there is also the Prince Llewelyn hotel, and a few 
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honses where private apartments may be obtained. Coaches 
leave daily during the summer months for Port Madoc, Car- 
narvon, LJanberis, and Bettws y Coed. 

The church is supposed to occupy the site of an ancient 
priory, which has entu'ely disappeared. 

The name of the village is derived from Bedd Gelert^ Gelert's 
grave or dog's grave, Bedd meaning grave, and Grelert, dog. 
A site is marked by a rude stone standing in a mesidow on the 
left, between the church and the Groat hotel. Gelert was a 
hound belonging to Llewelyn the Great, Prince of North 
Wales, and was a present from his father-in-law, King John of 
England. According to a legend, Llewelyn had a residence 
here, and one day while engaged in the chase he missed his 
&vourite hound, but on returning, and arriving in front of the 
palace, he was met by Gelert, who displayed great pleasure, 
but was besmeared with blood. Presently the Prince discovered 
that his infant's cradle was overturned, the child missing, and 
the ground bloody. Suspecting the dog, in a rage he drew his 
sword, and killed the faithful animal while in the act of 
caresfiing his master. The child was afterwards found asleep, 
alive and well, beneath the cradle, and by its side a dead wolf, 
which had entered, unseen, and been destroyed by the feiithful 
dog. Llewelyn, deeply grieved at his hasty act, had his 
favourite carefully buried, and founded a religious house by the 
grave. " There is a Welsh adage which alludes to this legend, 
* He repents as much as the man who killed the dog,' and this 
would naturally lead one to imagine that the sad tale is indeed 
true ; nevertheless, the same is told in many places, and seems 
originally to have been translated from the far East. It is said 
to be engraven on a rock in Limerick; it is told in an old 
English romance; it is repeated in France; and it is the 
subject of a Persian drama." This story is the theme of a 
ballad entitled, • Prince Llewelyn and his greyhound Gelert,' 
from the pen of the late Hon. W. B. Spencer. Beddgelert is 
the scene of the leading events in Southe/s * Madoc,' a poem 
which has fallen out of memory. That it does not deserve to be 
forgotten is perhaps evident from the fact that it delighted Sir 
H. Davy, that it kept Charles Fox up till after midnight, and 
that Sir Walter Scott read it through four times. Beddgelert is 
also the birthplace of two celebrated Welsh bards, Rhys Goch 
Eryri, and Bhys Nanmor, some of whose compositions are 
extant. Bhys Goch was contemporary with Owen Glyndwr, and 
offended the English by awaking in the Welsh aspirations after 
liberty. He is said to have retired late in life to this neigh- 
bourhood, and to have been buried at Beddgelert, and a rock 
near Pont Aberglaslyn, is still pointed out as his ** Chair." 
Tradition also atiirms that Prince Madoc ap Owen Gwynedd 
(who iu local tradition is credited with the discovery of 
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Amoriea) resided in this pariah, and used to attend worabip in 
Nant Gwynant chapel. 

Asoent of Xoel Hebog (2578), from Beddgelert. 

Moel Hebog, the principal monntaln in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Beddgelert, is a prominent mass on the S.W. mde 
of the valley, presenting a rather wild front, bnt without any 
specially characteristic features. On the S. side it descends in 
a green slope to the Dwyfor glen, and the summit is flat and 
smooth. To the N.W. branches a spur, including two or three 
rocky heights, and in the opposite direction the range ends 
at Aberglaslyn pass, and the Moel Ddu mountain, near Tre- 
madoc. 

The ascent is best commenced from the Cwm Oloch farm, 
which is reached either by a path from the Goat hotel, or by 
following the Carnarvon road for a few hundred yards &om the 
village of Beddgelert, and then branching to the left over the 
Oolwyn stream. On leaving the farm, the traveller will make a 
long, gradual ascent, being careful to bear to the right, in order 
to get to the N.W. side of the bold, rocky front of the moim- 
tain. All the way the views are good, and when the cairn 
on the summit is reached, the eye rests with pleasure on the 
pretty little vale below, with the houses of Beddgelert, the 
stream, and the verdant fields. There are in sight the Ddinas 
and Gwynant lakes, and the tarns Llyn y Grader and Llyn y 
Dywarchen ; also the estuary near Port Madoc, a wide area oi 
tlie Cardigan and Carnarvon bays, the coast extending past 
Harlech for many miles to the S., also St. Tudwal's islands and 
the coast near Pwllheli, and part of Anglesey. Snowdon is 
massive-looking, with the heights of Y Wyddfa, Yr Aran, 
Lliwedd, Crib Goch, and the spur ending in Moel Eilio. The 
Elidvrs and the Glyders are visible, also Moel Siabod, the 
]>enbigh hills, and the heights extending to the summits of 
Cynicht and Moelwyn. To the S.E. are the Bhinogs, Oad^ 
Idris, the Arans, the Berwyns, and the Arenigs ; and in the 
opposite direction are Mynydd Mawr, Y Gamedd Gtochf 
Llyd Mawr, the Bivals, and the heights of the Lleyn pro- 
montoiy. 

Ascent of Oyniclit from Beddgelert. 

Gynioht is one of the most attractive mountains in Wale& 
Beheld &om the level ground of Traeth Mawr, between 
Beddgelert and Port Madoc, it rises direct from the vale to the 
summit, presenting the appearance of an immense cone. It may 
be ascended by following the Ffestiniog road for 5m. to the 
Alfred inn, and then branching to the left for Cwm Croesor ; or 
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by going along the road that crosses Nant y Mor, and gains high 
ground ^m. before arriving at Gwm Croesor. The ascent is 
along a rugged shoulder, with the summit in sight almost the 
whole way. After going over a wall, and threading amongst 
loose stones, the smooth, sloping rocks on the faoe of Cynioht. 
appear nearly inaccessible from below, and therefore it is ad* 
visable to bend slightly to the left, up a comparatively green 
part, and at the small tarn, Llyn y Blswaii, turn to the right, 
and the top is quickly gained. 

The prospect is one of the most extensive and magnificent in 
Wales. The eye ranges over a wide extent of hilly country, and 
a large sheet of ocean. The sea coast is very beautiful, and the 
near hills and valleys are diversified with rocky escarpments, 
owms, and green fields. To the N.W., the perpendicular front of 
Snowdon rises out of Cwm y Llan, with Yr Aran on one side, and 
the ridges Lliwedd, Crib y Ddysgyl, and Crib Goch on the other, 
whilst the Ddinas lake and a little verdant glen are at their feet, 
the whole forming a scene of grandeur and beauty. To the 
tight of Snowdon there are the Glyders, Garnedd Llewelyn, Pen 
Llithrig, and Moel Siabod. To the E., beyond the heights ad- 
joining Oynicht, there is visible a part of Denbighshire, the 
Hanods, with slate quarries at their base, and the Arenigs. 
Moelwyn shows well, with the Arans to the left of it, and Cader 
Idris to the right. The Barmouth and Harlech mountains from 
this point look large and wild, stretching down to the sea. To 
the left of Snowdon, stands another group, including Mynydd 
Mawr, Y Garoedd Goch, Moel Hebog, Moel Ddu, part of the 
itivals, and the Lleyn promontory. The deep vale of Cwm 
Cioesor close below the spectator is much to be admired, and 
across the level tract of Traeth Mawr, are Harlech and Port 
Madoo. Perhaps the finest sight from this mountain is the sea 
and the long stretch of coast from Eburlech, past Port Madoo and 
Pwllheli, to St. Tudwal's and Bardsey isles. 

The return route to Beddgelert may be pleasantly varied by 
going in the direction of Llyn y Ddinas. After walking north- 
wards for a few yards, descend the screes on the left, to the 
desolate boulder-strewn groimd of Cwm Colli lago, and walk in 
the direction of a plantation near Ddinas lake, situated at the base 
of Yr Aran. When a few yards beyond a wall, a path is entered 
which leads by the side of a streamlet, with a fine view of the 
troni of Snowdon rising from Cwm y Llan, between the ridges of 
Yr Aran and Lliwedd. Cvnicht is also now prominent in the 
rear. Following the broob by a path on either side of it, a 
descent is made to the seduded vale of Nant y Mor, adjacent 
to a slate quarry. Just betbre arriving at the cottages and 
quarry, the water forms wild cascades. The traveller can go 
thence diroct to Beddgelert by the Ddinas lake, but the scenery 
in this neighbourhood is so fine, that it is advisable to follow 
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the road in a northward direction. Rocky hills are on the right, 
behind which Cynicht soon appears, and on ther left there are 
Moel Hebog, Y Gkumedd Goch, Yr Aran, Snowdon boldly rising 
from the hollow of Cwm y Uan, Lliwedd, Crib y Ddysgyl,and the 
Glyders. Snowdon is especially fine, and perhaps from no point 
does this grand Alpine peak appear moro commanding. The 
road winds to the left, and follows the course of a brook over a 
ragged bed, in a deep dell, from the banks of which to the tops 
of small hills are dense woods of oak and pine, here and thero 
shading pretty moss-ooTcred houses, and through the foliage on 
each hand are descried dark mountain masses, Snowdon standing 
out prominently. 

On gaining a beautiful vale, with Llyn y Ddinas on the left, 
the road is entered leading between Beddgelert and Pen y Gwryd, 
Sm. from Beddgelert. 

Nantlle to Beddgelert and tlie Snowdon Ranger. 

Whilst staying at Llanberls or Carnarvon the tourist might 
take the train to Nantlle, and walk or drive thence to Bedd- 
gelert or the Snowdon Ranger hoteL From Pen y Groes station, 
4m. S. of Carnarvon, a branch line, l^m. long, conducts to 
Nantlle. The village is chiefly occupied by quarrymen, and the 
place is rendered unattractive by the heaps of slate debris. 
Thero is very poor accommodation for the tourist. The distance 
from the Snowdon Ranger is 7m., and to Beddgelert 9m., the 
road going through the Drws y Coed pass. 

On alighting at the railway station, thero aro seen the heights 
of Mynydd Mawr on the left of the pass, and Y Gamedd Goch 
on the right ; whilst Snowdon is observed direct through the pass. 
The stranger might ascend from the station, in about half an 
hour, to the top of a small hill, where is seen Cwm Silyn, a 
deep recess, high up the side of x Gamedd Goch, that contains 
two tarns. 

After leaving the village for the Drws y Coed pass, the 
traveller bOon gets clear of the heaps of slate rubbish, and then 
has a view of two small, uninteresting lakes, Llyniau Nant 
y Lief, situated in flat meadows between the village and Y 
Gamedd Goch* In another hollow, Cwm y Ffynnon, which is 
also high up the mountains, there is a small tarn, and amdhgst 
the rocks on the hill side may be discerned a ropresentation of 
a human figure, which is locally termed '* John Bull," and 
sometimes " Old Meredith." During the journey the bulky 
heights on the right, with their hidden recesses, aro attractive 
objects; on the left Mynydd Mawr is high and rocky, and in 
front Snowdon presents a wild breast of rock. A sketch of this 
and other mountains from the Nantlle road forms the subject 



BEDDGELEET TO PORT MADOC. 167 

of a celebrated painting by Wilson. After passing a few 
cottages and some mine works, the road gradually ascends, 
with a knoll direct in front; and, on gaining the top of 
the paiss of Drws y Coed, there are also seen Moel Eilio, Yr 
Aran, and Hoel Hebog. Drws y Coed means " the door of the 
wood,** which would give ground for the statement that in former 
times a large forest of trees existed round Snowdon which 
afforded a retreat for the Welsh, and was destroyed by 
Edward I. On the left is passed Llyn y Dywarchen, stated 
by some old writers to contain a small floating island. The 
road between Beddgelert and the Snowdon Banger and Car- 
narvon is entered at the hamlet of Pont Bhyd Ddu. 



Beddgelert to Port Madoc* 

7 Miles. 

A coach leavee Beddgelert at 9 a.m. every week day for 
Port Madoc, and returns in the evening; also during the 
summer months there are extra coaches between the two 
places. 

From the village of Beddgelert the road runs by the side 
of the river ; the stream becomes a torrent, whirling in white 
spray amongst large boulders, and the hills on either side 
approach so near as barely to leave room for the road and the 
river. On the left, the Craig y Llan rocks rise to a great height, 
being almost perpendicular, and are beautifully tinted, and 
partly clad wi&i heather and a few clusters of trees. On the 
right also are patches of wood, and wild crags along the face of 
a spur of Moel Hebog. Presently a romantic bridge is seen 
spanning the river, and adding interest to a picture which is 
so yery pleasing that the traveller will regret he emerges so 
quickly through the "pass. For a short distance, however, the 
road is still pleasantly shaded by foliage, the rocks are clothed 
with moss, ferns, and shrubs, and rills trickle down the hill on 
the right and form miniature cascades. 

When the open ground is entered, there appears prominent 
across the level tract on the left, the heights of Moelwyn and 
Cyrucht, and soon, in the rear, Lliwedd, a ridge of Snowdon, 
peers over the roc^ of Craig y Llan ; and gradually the peaks 
of Y Wyddfa, Yr Aran, and Crib Goch appear. Cynicht is 
especially fine, rising like an immense cone to a great height 
direct from the plain. The river is close by the traveller on the 
left, and becomes a quiet, sluggish stream. The road winds 
beneath the crags and woods at the foot of Moel Ddu, and the 
heights of Moelwyn, Cynicht, and Snowdon will interest the 
stranger until he arrives at the Glaslyn inn, 4im. from Bedd- 
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gelert Here a path leads across the marsh to Port Hadoe, 
hy following which the pedestrian will save a mile in dtstance. 
The road winds to the right, the mountains disappear, and after 
passing beneath a pictaresque escarpment of ivy -clad rocks, 
the Tillage of Tremadoc is passed through, and, Im. farther, 
Port Madoc is antered. 



Beddgelert to Ffestiniog. 
16 Miles. 

When ont of the village, and past the Groat hotel, the height 
of Craig y Llan is on the left, covered with rocks, heather, and 
a few lurch trees ; and in the rear are Tr Aran and Snowdon. 
For less than Im. the road winds pleasantly by the side of the 
river, at tibe base of the eastern shoulder of Moel Hebog, and 
then the pass of Pont Aberglaslyn is entered, where the hills 
eonverge so as to closely oonfine the road and stream. The 
crags on either side are high and wild, beautifully coloured, and 
clothed with heather, pine, and laroh trees. The water flows 
noisily close below in cascades, over boulders. Suddenly the 
bridge comes in sight, and completes a beautiful scene, the great 
charm of which consists in the wild and richly tinted rocks that 
tower to a great height, almost perpendicularly frcon the bed of 
the torrent. 

Grossing the bridge, the traveller will be loath to leave so 
unique a picture, for the view at once changes, but still the eye 
rests on many elements of beauty, though of a different nature. 
The larch and fir g^ve place to beech and oak, and the high 
ground on every hand is covered with bosses of rock, coloui^ 
by heather. When the Glaslyn river disappears, the Moelwyn 
range and the peaked summit of Gynlcht are noble objects, and 
in the rear the top of Y Wyddfa is visible. Borrow, in his 
* Wild Wales,' writes : '^ I soon emerged from the pass of Pont 
Aber Glas Llyn, and after proceeding some way stopped again 
to admire tibe scenery. To the west was the Wyddfa ; full north 
was a stupendous range of rocks ; behind them a conical peak, 
seeminglv rivalling tiie Wyddfa itself in altitude ; between the 
rocks and the road where I stood was beautiful forest scenery. 
I again went on, going round the side of a hill by a genUe 
ascent After a little time I again stopped to look about me. 
There was the rich forest scenery to the north ; behind it were 
the rocks, and behind the rocks rose the wonderful conical hill 
impaling heaven." For the next 3 or 4m. the road runs by the 
side of a broad, flat tract of land, which stretches in the directioii 
of Port Madoc. 5m. from Beddgelert there is a public*honae, 
the Alfred inn, near the entrance to Owm Groesor, and Im. 
farther is a hamlet, containing the Brondanw Arms inn, where. 
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at the Oerrig Pen y Gyffiniati toll-gate, the old road to 
Ffestiniog branches to the left, and leads towards Moelwyn, 
over the Bwlch j Maen pass. It is nearer by 8m. than the 
new road, but a very hilly route tor a carnage. It crosses a 
rivulet close by a chapel, then ascends steeply, with a wooded 
dell on the left, and in the rear are good views of Cardigan 
bay, in tiie direction of Port Madoc. When on the top of the 
high ground, the road crosses a wild tableland^ covered with 
hillocks of rock, and leaves Moelwyn some distance on the left. 
Descending past the Tan y Bwlch station, on the narrow-gauge 
railway, steep and densely wooded ground is traversed, aud the 
vale of Maentwrog entered, close by the Oakley Arms hotel at 
Tan y Bwlch. 

The new road, after passing the Pen yGylfinian toll-gate 
gradually ascends high ground, and then Moelwyn, Oynicht, 
Bnowdon, and Moel Hebog disappear, and in front are the 
Penrhyn Deudraeth village, the sandy estuary of Traeth Mawr, 
and the Harlech castle and mountains. Descending past the 
Pen y Bwlch station, on the narrow-gauge line, the road enters 
the village of Penrhyn, and then branches to the lefk, and skirts 
the base of a small eminence. Im. fix)m the village the road 
gains the margin of the river Dwyryd, which is here tidal, and 
wide during high water. Gradually the stream narrows, the 
heights on the right become well wooded, Maentwrog and 
Ffestiniog villages appear in front, and on passing the grounds 
of Pias, the residence of Mr. Oakley, the tourist is charmed with 
the far-famed vale of Ffestiniog, and arrives at the Oakley 
Anns hotel at Tan y Bwlch. 

The Ffestiniog or Maentwrog vale is one of the most lovely 
places in Wales. Densely wooded hills rise on either side, 
from beautiful, rich meadows, through which flows the Dwyryd 
river, and above peer the rugged heights of Moelwyn Bach 
and Manod Mawr. On high, bare ground, at the very head 
of the vale, stand the village and church of Ffestiniog, and 
the lower end of the vale reaches to the sea and estuary near 
Fort Madoc. The narrow-gauge railway winds along the breast 
of the hills, high above the valley, on the N. side, without being 
visible from below, or in any way spoiling the beauty of the 
scene. The village of Maentwrog, and the Oakley Arms hotel 
at Tan y Bwlch, are about half-way down the vale, on opposite 
fiides, near to where a bridge spans the river. Beads lead hence 
to Ffestiniog, Port Madoc, Beddgelert, Harlech, and Dolgelley. 
The main road runs on the S. sine of the vale, but there is also 
one on the K. side, and they both meet at Tal y Bont, near the 
high end of the vale, where an old ivy-mantled bridge of four 
arches crosses the river. Near this bridge a stream issues from 
a densely^wooded dingle on the right, and hence the road 
ascends steeply to Ffestiniog, and commands a view down the 
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vale, and of the wild heights of Moelw3rii and the lianods. A 
lower road hends to the left, and runs up the vale to Blaenau 
Ffestiniog. 

Ascent of Moelwyn (2529), from Ffestiniogr- 

Moelwyn is a very fine mountain, standing midway between 
Ffestiniog and Beddgelert, and consists of massive peaks and 
hollows, which are especially wild on the E. side. Parties 
staying in the neighbourhood of Ffestiniog or Maentwrog, may 
make the ascent either from the Tan y Bwlch railway station, 
the Tan y Grrisiau station, or by Owm Orthin. The way by Cwm 
Orthin conducts to the slate quarries on the top of the pass of 
Cwm Groesor, whence a steep climb up a green slope in a south- 
ward direction leads to the summit. From the Tan y Grisiau 
station the direction of a cart-track and streamlet haa to be 
followed to slate quarries, and the tarn Llyn Trwstyllon, 
situated in a wild hollow half-way up the mountain. "From. 
the tarn a steep ascent leads direct to the summit. 

From Maentwrog, or the Oakley Arms hotel at Tan y Bwlch, 
the traveller may ascend to the Tan y Bwlch railway station, 
or, without going into the station, pass under the ndlway, 
and then through a gate on the right. From the farmhouse, 
close behind the station, an ascent is made amongst heather 
and rocks, and after bearing slightly to the right, and passing 
a small sheet of water (Llyn y G^amedd), Moelwyn Bach is 
reached, and it presents a rather formidable appearance, requiring 
some hard work for the ascent, but without being dangerous. 
When the summit of this part of the mountain is gained, it is 
found to consist of immense ledges and bosses of rock. There 
is a beautiful prospect down the vale of Ffestiniog, from Ffes« 
tiniog village and Blaenau Ffestiniog, past Maentwrog, to the 
estuary at Penrhyn Deudraeth and Port Madoc ; also Harlech 
and Griccieth castles, and a large part of Gardigan bay. The 
moimtains in sight are tlie Bhinog range, Gader idris, the 
Arans, the Berwyns, the Arenigs, Sie Manods, Yr Allt Fawr, 
Moel Hebog, and the adjoining part of Moelwyn. Ghanging 
the position a few yards, there also appear Snowdon, Yr Aran, 
Mynydd Mawr, Y Gamedd Goch, Llwyd Mawr, and the heights 
near the pass of Aberglaslyn. 

From Moelwyn Bach a very steep descent has to be made 
down shingle and rocks to the gap of Bwlch Trwstyllon, which 
separates Moelwyn Bach from a steep, rocky height that atands 
between the two Moelwyns. Llyn Trwstyllon is deep below on 
the right, and a cart-track is crossed leading from Blaenau 
Ffestiniog, by quarries and the tarn, to the W. side of the 
mountain, and to Penrhyn and Beddgelert. When over this 
intervening height, a steep ascent up a green slope leads to the 
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top of Moelwyn, -which alines on every side, and psesents only 
one or two small precipices. The view includes the estuary o£ 
Port Madoc, a wide area of Cardigan hay, Harlech, and 
Griocieth castles, and the 8. part of the Lleyn promontory. 
There is a magnificent view of the Carnarvonshire mountains, 
including Moel Hehog, Llwyd Mawr, Y Gamedd GK>ch, Mynydd 
Mawr, Yr Aran, Snowdon, the Glyders, the Camedds, Moel 
Siabod, Cynicht; and Yr Allt Fawr; also the Manods, the 
Arenigs, the Berwyns, the Arans, Cader Idris, and the Bhinogs. 
Close below are the houses at Ffestiniog, Blaenau Ffestiniog, 
and Trawsfynydd. 

The Waterfalls at Ffestiniog. 

When at Ffestiniog the stranger ought not to omit a visit to 
the waterfalls, called Rhaiadr Cynfeel. They are formed by the 
waters of the Cynfael stream, and are in a wooded dingle S. of 
the village. A little beyond the church the path leads through 
the fields on the left for |m. to the first £all, where Ihe water 
winds between rocks and flows for a few feet over a ledge into 
a deep pool, across which is placed a wooden bridge, thus 
enabling the spectator to stand and see the roaring waters. A 
path continues hence for Im. by the side of the stream, beneath 
trees, the water the whole way forming cascades, and rushing 
through a rocky gorge, from which in some places rise ledges 
of rock decked with ferns. A few yards above the lower fall 
an isolated rock, fifteen feet high, stands in the centre of the 
stream. It is called ''Hugh Lloyd's Pulpit/' and there is a 
tradition, that a soldier-poet and magician of that name, in. the 
time of Charles 11^ retired late in life to his native farm, called 
Cynfael, which is near the Ffestiniog waterfalls, and often 
delivered his oracular utterances from this, his &,vourite rock. 
Above the pulpit the stream is crossed by a wooden bridge, and 
then the traveller has the dell on his left. Here and there 
vantage points are obtained, whence attractive prospects are 
gained, but the best is from the point where a rock, called the 
Goat's bridge, crosses the bed of the stream. The higher fall is 
a few yards farther, where the stream flows through a gorge, 
and forms wild, but not high cascades. The pedestrian ought 
to continue by the side of the stream above the higher tall. 
The glen is n>r some distance wooded, and the water dashes 
over rocks, below bare crags. When at a rill, a flat stone forms 
a bridge over the gulf of the main stream, and here there is an 
excellent view, the water being seen for some distance as it 
pours irregularly down a rocky gorge. The path runs through 
the fields after crossing the river, and gains the road. It is 
well not to cross, but continue still farther through the planta- 
tion, by the path on the S. bank. Soon the traveller emerges 
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from the wood, and, passiiig through a field, enters the zoad 
leading across a mountain tract from Ffestiniog to Trawsfynydd 
and Dolgelley. A few yaids farther, the brooK is crossed at an 
iTj-clad stone bridge, called Pont Newydd, beneath which the 
water rashes betwesn rocks. During the rest of the walk the 
tonrist has a view of Moelwyn, the sea near Port Madoc, the 
Ffestiniog Yale» the Manods, and the Harlech and Bannoath 
mountains. The entire journey is 3}m. Those who trace the 
stream for 2m. aboye Pont Newrdd, until they reach the recess 
of Bhaiadr Owm, will be rewaiaed by a view of a mountain fall 
of great beauty. From the cwm the road may be entered on 
thelefiL 

The Lleyn Promontory from Caznarvon to 

Aberdaron. 

The Lleyn promontory, lying outside of the ordinary tourist 
route, is little yisited, but a few days might be yery pleasantly 
oooupied by strolling in the neighbourhood of Keyin, Clynnog, 
and Aberdaron; ascending the Biyal mountains and other 
heights; yisiting Bardsey Isle; and examining the fine coast 
scenery at Neyin, and between Aberdaron and Pwllheli. 

A road runs straight from Gamaryon to Clynnog, near the 
shwe, a distance of 9im., passing for a kn^ way by the side of 
the lugh boundary wcdl of GlynUifon Park, the seat of Lord 
Kewboroueh. The mansion was built by Sir John Wynn, an 
ancestor of the present lord. The perk occupies the site of an 
ancient stronghold. Near the sea shore, a mile from the yillage 
of Uanddwrog, thero are traces of a fortified camp, Roman or 
Britisht^called Dinas Dinlle. Other camps aro in the neighbour- 
hood, and also one or two cromlechs. 

Pedestrians can reduce the walking distance fhim Camaryon 
to Clynnog to 5|m. by trayelling on uie railway ss frur as Pen j 
Oroes station. 

Clynnog, generally denominated Clynnog Fawr, is pleasant! j 
situated in the midst of a cluster of trees at the ibot of a hill, s 
few hundred yards from the sea. There is a comfortable inn, at 
which oocasionally a stray tourist sojourns. The yillage ii 
fiuned for its churoh, a massiye castellated structure, with 
square, embattled tower. It is dedicated to St. Beimo, who 
performed the miracle on St. Winifred at Holywdl. 

The well of St. Beuno is close to the road, }nL S. of the 
churoh. Though much neglected, it is still 8 feet square, and 
enclosed by a waJl. In old times it was held sacred, and fiuned | 
both as a cursing and a healing well. A oromleoh stands in a J 
field between the well and the sea, consisting of four upright 
stones, 4 feet high, coyered with a fiat stone 6 feet long, and 
3 feet broad. ^ 
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From Clyimog to Neyin the distance is 10m. During the 
first part of the journey the three peaks of the Bivals are in 
front; from most parts of Anglesey and Carnarvonshire they 
are prominent and characteristic objects. They are usually 
termed the *' Bivals,*' but the proper Welsh name is " Yr Eifl." 
Some quarries are worked on the side of the peak which rises 
steeply from the sea, the stone being sent to Liverpool and other 
towns for paving the streets. 

A path crosses the mountains, through the ^s of Bwlch jr 
Eifl, near the sea. During the ascent there is a lovely retro- 
spective view of the coast, and across Carnarvon bay to Angle- 
sey ; and on descending to the S. the outlines of the shore 
near Nevin, with the diffis and bays, present a scene of great 
beauty. 

The road leaves the Llanaelhaiarn village on the left, ascends 
round the S.E. shoulder of the mountain, and then traverses a 
wide heath to the village of Llithfaen, where the prospect opens 
across a level tract to the sea at Pwllheli and St. Tudwal's 
iidands. On entering the heath, about half-way between Clyn- 
nog and Kevin, the Bivals, 1887 feet high, may be ascended on 
tlie right. The three peaks command beautiful views, but 
especially the one to the W., which rises abruptly from the sea. 
The Lleyn promontory from hence has a picturesque appear- 
ance, with the two conical hills. Cam Bodfean and Cam 
Fadryn, and a coast divided into a number of bays and promon- 
tories. The view extends across Carnarvon bay to Anglesey, 
and to the S.E. across Cardigan bay to the coast of Merioneth- 
shire and Cardiganshire. A group of the Snowdonian moun- 
tains is also in sight. This height is one of the most romantic 
and secluded spots in Wales. 

On the third peak from the sea there are the remains of 
a British or Boman camp» called Tre'r Caorau (the town of 
fortresses), one of the largest and strongest in the principality. 
It has been surrounded by three high and massive walls, 
inclosing upwards of five acres. Traces of houses or cells 
of various forms may still he seen. 

Close by the S. side of the Bivals, a small secluded hollow 
opens to the sea, called Nant Owrtheym, or Yortigem's valley. 
Tradition states that the unfortunate British king, Yortigern, 
fled here from, the persecution of his subjects, who were enraged 
with him for inviting over the Saxons, and that he and his 
oastle were consumed by lightning. 

After a pleasant walk of three or four miles along the clifEs 
S. of tiie Bivals, the traveller reaches Kevin, a litUe borough 
town, situated at the foot of a small height of Cam Bodfean, 
some hundred yards from the sea. It is noted for having been 
the place selected by Edward I., in 1284, for holding a tourna- 
ment to celebrate his conquest in Wales. The population is 
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about 2000. Some of the inhabitants are employed at the 
neighbouring stone quarries, and a large number of coasting 
vessels are owned here. There is a comfortable inn, the Nan- 
horon Arms, which has been frequented for years by reading 
parties from Cambridge. The coast scenery both to the N. 
and S. is fine. 2m. N. of the village there is the beautiful bay 
of Forth Dinlleyn, which it was at one time proposed to convert 
into a packet station for Ireland, and thus compete with Holy- 
head ; but the idea was never carried out, in consequence of the 
casting vote of the Speaker of the House of Commons. An 
omnibus runs twice daily between Nevin and Pwllheli, a dis- 
tance of 7m., passing Forth Dinlleyn. 

The distance from. Nevin to Aberdaron, at the southern end 
of the Lleyn promontory, is 13m. The road runs some distance 
from the sea, without anything of special interest being passed, 
but it commands ^ood views of the Bivals, and across the 
ocean to Holyhead hill. The conical heights of Cam Bod- 
fean and Cam Fadryn are prominent on the left, rising direct 
from the plain. On the latter height there are traces of a 
camp, said to have been a stronghold of Roderick and Mal- 
gwn, the sons of Owen Gwynedd, to whom this part of the 
country belonged. The coast all the way from Nevin to 
Aberdaron is well worthy of exploration, consisting of beautiful 
bays and secluded coves, inclosed by wild, rocky cliffs and 
headlands. 

Bardsey Isle. 

« 

Bardsey Isle is 2m. from the S. end of the promontory of 
I4eyn, and 7m. from Aberdaron. It is only occasionally that 
it can be visited, the passage being very stormy. The boat in 
calm weather requires two, and at other times three or four mien, 
the charge varying from 159. to 30s. The time occupied by the 
voyage there and back is from 3 to 12 hours, according to 
the state of the tide and the wind. On leaving Aberdaron bay 
there is a view at once to the E. past two islets to Pencilan 
head, and on the right are the wild cliffs of the Lleyn promcm- 
tory, €00 feet high, the Land's End of North Wales, where the 
waves have hoUowed small creeks and caverns. The island 
appears immediately on leaving the bay, and, after a romantic 
sail,- the boat enters a small inlet. 

The island is 2m. long and }m. broad, and is called in 
Welsh, Ynys Enlli, the island of the current, the tide flowing 
between it and the mainland with great force. It belongs 
entirely to Lord Newborough, who has built upon it seven or 
eight neat farmhouses, and a little chapel. At the 8. end there 
is a lighthouse. The ground near the lighthouse, and on the 
W. side, is flat and culivated, and on the N.E. a hill rises direct 
from the sea to an altitude of 500 feet, and oommanda a view 
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across the broad expanse of water to Holyhead hill in one 
direction, and in the other to Harlech, Barmouth, Aberystwyth, 
and the coast past Cardigan to Pembrokeshire. The most 
charming part of the prospect is of the promontory of Lleyn, 
past Aberdaron and Gam Fadryn to the Bivals, and the peaks 
of the Snowdon mountains. It is said that Ireland is visible in 
very clear weather. The whole population of the island is about 
60 persons, who live by farming and fishing. Steamers come 
occasionally in sunmier with excursionists from Aberystwyth 
and Carnarvon. 

In ancient times Bardsey was celebrated for its abbey, called 
by the Welsh, Cor Cadvan. Only a small portion of a tower 
remains. It was a favourite burial place, and must veritably be 
hallowed ground, if it be true, as llie old annalists tell us, that 
here rest the bones of 20,000 saints. The abbey was founded 
about the middle of the fifth century, and was the refuge of 
many monks who escaped from the massacro at Bangor Isycoed 
in the year 603. 

In very calm weather the traveller may land at the end of 
the mainland, and walk thence to Aberdaron, a distance of 
8m., after visiting the remains of the ancient chapel of Eglwys 
Fair, and Ffynnon Fair, Our Lady's Well. The well is in a 
cave below the cliff, and only accessible at low water. It used 
to be frequented by devotees, who believed that if tiiey could 
but carry a mouthful of the water by a circuitous and danger- 
ous path to the summit of the hill, their wish, whatever it 
might be, would be surely gratified. 

Bardsey came into the possession of the Newborough &anily 
through Sir John Wynne ab Hugh, of Bodval, who was standeu-d- 
bearer at the battle of Norwich in the time of Edward YI., and 
had Bardsey and Aberdaron given him for his services. 

Aberdaron to Pwllheli. 

14} Miles. 

Aberdaron is a primitive fishing village, situated in an 
out-of-the-way place, 3m. E. of the extreme promontory of 
Ldeyn. It stands in a hollow, on the margin of a pleasant 
bay, whero there are firm sands and cliffs on either side. To 
the £. the bay is also bounded by two islets, called Gull 
islands, and on the W. side there is a tiny creek, called Forth 
Meudwy (the hermit's harbour), where, it is said, in former 
times, pilgrims embarked for Bardsey Isle. The inn offers 
oaly humble accommodation for the tourist, otherwise a few 
days might be very agreeably spent here in fishing, sailing, 
and exploring the wild coast scenery. The name of the place 
recalls to the mind of most Welshmen, an eccentric genius, 
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Biehard Robert JoneB, alias Diok Aberdaron, who was bom here 
1111788. 

An onmibuB runs daily between Aberdaron and Pwllheli, 
but in order to avoid aoxne steep ground, it usually goes some 
distance inland, thus increasing the journey from 14^ to 16}m. 
The direct road ascends from Aberdaron to Bhiw yilk^, 
situated on the brow of the Rhiw hills. There is a fine retro- 
speotiye view of Aberdaron, Bardsey Isle, the hills at the 
end of the promontory, and the sea beyond, immediately 
this prospect is lost, a magnificent scene opens in front. A 
large bay, called Forth Nigel, or Hell's Mouth, is close below 
in full view, with low cliffii runninjg along its W. side from a 
smooth shore of sand, and the opposite side is bounded by along 
promontory of steep rocks and hollows ; beyond, there is seen 
another extent of sea, with the Barmoutii shore and the 
Merioneth hills in the distance. From the bay a leyel tract 
ptretches inland to low hills and to the Rivals and the Gym 
mountains. The bay is certainly one of the finest in Wales, 
and surpassed by few anywhere. It is 6m. in circuit, and 34m. 
across ; the E. promontory being in length 2m., and the 
W. Im. 

On descending the Rhiw hills, a fiat tract is entered, with 
the bay of Forth Nigel some distence on the right ; whUe, on 
the left, houses are seen picturesquely situated by the sides of 
two dingles, Nant Llaniestyn and Nant Bodlas, with the heights 
of Gam Fadryn and th^ Rivals in the back^und. 8m. 
from Aberdaron the high ground at Llanbedrog is gained, the 
rearward view is lost, and St. Tudwal's bay and islands are 
pretty objects on the right, and direct in front there is a charm- 
ing view across the sea to the Bamiouth coast, whilst inland 
are the Rivals and the Snowdonian range of mountains. 
Tourists who have leisure are recommended to keep near the 
shore from. Hell's mouth to St. Tudwal's bay, and thoroughly 
to explore the promontory ending at Pencilan and Wylfo 
heads. The rocks are very wild, and there are a number of 
camps and fortified posts. A boat can be obtained at the 
village of Aber Soch for a sail to the isles of St; Tudwal, on 
one of which in ancient times there was a little church. 

On descending eastwards from the hill at Llanbedrog, there 
is a magnificent panorama of sea and mountain, which will 
compare favourably with the superb prospects from Beaumaris 
and Harlech. A wide extent of sea and level land is visible, 
with the town of Fwllheli, and the coasts with its bays and 
headlands curving round by Griccieth and Harlech to Bar 
mouth. Across the water are the mountains of Merioneth; 
and inland, on the left, those stretching from the Rivals to 
Snowdon and Moel Hebog. 

Between Llanbedrog and Fwllheli, the road traverses a flat 
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tract of little intereBt» and therefore the pedestrian might 
agreeabl]^^ vary the journey by walking along the sea shore. 

Pwllheli to Criccieth, 8m. ; and Port Madoc, 13m. 

Pwllheli is a qoiet town, half agrioaltural, half fishing, and 
noted for its oysters, lobsters, and oUier shell fish. There being 
an excellent i^dy beach, and pleasant walks in the neighbour- 
hood, it is sometimes resorted to for sea-bathing. The chief 
hotel is the Grown. 

On the W. side of the harbour there stands a very pic- 
turesque rocky promontory called Garreg yr Wimbill, or the 
Gimlet Bock : this and the small heights behind the town 
command good views. 

Pwllheli is governed by a mayor, two baili£Gi, and a recorder. 
It was made a free borough by Edward, the Black Prince, in 
consideration of services rendered by Nigel de Lorying, at the 
battle of Poictiers. It claims to be one of the healthiest and 
cheapest watering-places in Great Britain. 

The journey from Pwllheli to Griccieth and Port Madoo is 
pleasant, there being varied sea and mountain prospects almost 
the whole way. The railway and road run nearly parallel, at 
a short distance from the sea, and the traveller can go by 
either, or he may stroll along the shore. 

Griccieth is fietvourably situated on rising ground, near a sandy 
shore, suitable for bathing. Across the sea, in one direction, 
are Harlech castle and the Merionethshire coast and hills; 
and on the other side are St. Tudwal's isles and Wylfii head. 
Glose behind the town, from eminences, stUl more extensive 

Srospects may be gained of the sea, the coast, and the Snow- 
onian mountains. It is a pood centre for excursions, and 
possesses attractions as a sea-side resort superior to many that 
nave obtained a greater repute. To the passing tourist it 
is noted almost solely for its castle, which stands on a hill 
between tbe station and the shore. In ancient times the site 
was probably occupied by a British or Roman camp, for a part 
of the hill is still called ** Dinas.'* Of the castle, which is sup- 
posed to have been built by Edward L about the vear 1286, 
the only portion remaining is some fragments of walls and two 
towers leading into a court, now converted into a gsurden. It is 
protected by two trenches. The ruin is in the possession of 
Lord Harlech. 

From Griccieth to Port Madoo the railway is hid firom the 
sea by a small hill ; but on the left the attention of the traveller 
is arrested by the attractive apppeaiance of Moelwyn, Moel 
Hebog, and ouier mountains; especially by Gynicht, which rises 
from the plain of Traeth Mawr, to a huge cone of bare rocks. 
The road runs a little distance inland to the village of Tre- 
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mftdoc, and then to Port Madoc. Im. "N.W. of Tremadoe I0 
situated the aadent Tillage of Penmorfi^ in the ehxnch'of which 
there is a monument to Sir John Owen, of Glenenney, who was 
taken prisoner at the battle of Llandegai by the parliamentary 
forces under General Mytton. 

Port Ifadoc and Tremadoe are both modem Tillages. The 
latter nestles beneath picturesque rocky heights Im. from the 
sea, and the former is a busy port, where a large quantity of 
slate is shipped from Ffestiniog. Until the beginning of this 
century the plain of Traeth Mawr, which s&etohes in the 
direction of the Moelwyn and Gynicht mountains, and the pass 
of Abergiaslyn, was an estuary mostly covered by the waves at 
high tide ; but by the enterprise of the late William Alexander 
Madock, Esq., M.P., nearly 70O0 acres were reclaimed at a cost 
of 100,0001. An embankment Im. in length, 100 feet thick at 
the base, and 30 feet at the top, was erected across the mouth of 
the estuary, to restrain the tide, and across this now runs the 
carriage road to Tan y Bwlch and Ffestiniog, and the railway to 
Harlech and Barmouth. In 1625 a similar plan was suggested 
by Sir John Wynn, of Gwydyr, to Sir Hugh Myddehon, but 
the latter was at that time too much oooupied wiih the New 
Biver scheme to undertake the project. 

The i^ce is named after Mr. Madock, its founder. Here are 
two mansions which were built by that gentleman. Tan yr 
Allt stands in the midst of plantations, and Morfa Lodge is 
ntuated beneath a rocky hill, called Moel y Gest, from which 
there is a grand view of the sea and the coast past Harlech. 

The cihief hotels at Port Madoc are the Queen's, close to the 
station, and the Sportsman, in the town ; and at Tremadoe, the 
Madoc Arms. 

Port Madoc to Ffestiniog. 

The distance from Port Madoc to the village of Ffestiniog by 
road is 10m., and to Blaenau Ffestiniog 14m.; and by the 
narrow-gauge railway, to the village 17m., and to Blaenau 14m. 

After crossing over the embankment, where Harlech castle is 
seen, and where there ia a wonderfully fine view of Snowdon, 
Gynicht, Moelwyn, and other mountains, the road runs past the 
village of Penrhyn to Tan y Bwlch, and then up the lovely 
valley of Ffestiniog or Maentwrog to the high ground, where 
stands the village of Ffestiniog. The road is fully described at 
page 159. 

The railway between Port Madoc and Ffestiniog is at the 
present day one of the wonders of Wales, and, being the first 
example of the narrow-gauge lines running upwards amongst 
the mountaios, it may stond in the same category as the lines at 
the collieries near Newcastle, which were the earliest loco- 
motive railways in England. 
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Leaving the Cambrian train at Mynffordd junction, the 
trayeUer walks np a path to the toy line, and enters one of the 
little carriages; and, though on so small a gauge, they are as 
comfortable as those on other lines. Some of the engines are 
of peculiar construction, and are known as Fairlie's ** double 
bogie " patent The train gradually ascends, and winds on very 
sharp curves round the sides of the Moelwyn mountain range, 
sometimes passing through thick woods and a few tunnels, with 
the verdant vale deep below, where may be seen the Tan y 
Bwlch hotel and the village of Maentwrog ; and also, at the 
head of the vale, on high ground, are the village and church of 
Ffestiniog. Leaving Mvn£fordd junction, Sie first station 

Jassed is Fenrhyn, then Tan y Bwlch (formerly called Hafod y 
ilyn station), where passengers alight for the Tan y Bwlch 
hotel and the village of Maentwrog. This and the next station, 
Tan y Grisiau, are good starting-points for the ascent of the 
Hoelwyn mountains. The line ends at Diffwvs station, at 
Blaenau Ffestiniog, in the midst of houses and the bustle con- 
nected with slate works. Olose by the station there is a good 
hotel, the Queen's, which the stranger may make his head- 
quarters while visiting the quarries. The Palmerston quarry 
is the one generally selectecl ; it is about Im. from the notet 
and close by the rciad leading to Dolwyddelan and Bettws y 
Ck)ed. 

From Biffwys to the original village of Ffestiniog, a distance 
of 4m., the traveller may go by another narrow-gauge line, 
the station being also close by the Queen's hotel. There are 
good views during the journey, looking down the vale past 
Maentwrog to the sea near Port Madoc, and also of the Moelwyn 
and Man^ mountain ranges. The hotels at Ffestiniog are 
seven minutes' walk from the station. 
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DOLGELLET. 

DouwLLVT is a poor, iireg^oLu-ly built town, containing in itself 
little of interest, bat it is pleasantly situated near the base of 
the grand mountain of Gsd^r Idris, in a well-timbered vale, 
between the Aran and Wnion streams, near the confluence of 
the latter with the Mawddach river ; and it is a good centre 
from which to make delightful excursions to the neighbouring 
hills and dales. The tourist usually stays here one or two 
days in order to visit the Torrent and Precipice walks, and to 
make the sscent of Gader Idris, and then hastens away to otiier 
scenes. Those, however, who can spare the time, would do wcU 
to stay longer, and, from this place, thoroughly to explore the 
Gader Idris and Aran mountain ranges; the beautiful, but 
comparatively unfrequented, districts around Tal y Llyn and 
Dinas Mawddwy ; the hUly ground lying behind Nannau, N. of 
the Wnion ; and especially the charming glens at Tyn y Groes, 
and the Mawddach river and its tributaries from their sources 
to the sea. In this way days or weeks may be agreeably spent, 
and Dolgelley will gain in the esteem of the visitor. Even the 
ordinary tourist ought on no account to depart without visiting 
Tyn y Groes, a sequestered spot, situated 4}m. distant, in one 
of the most romantic and diarming glens to be found in North 
Wales. 

The church, an old edifice, recently repaired, contains a 
recumbent effigy of an armed knight Owen Glyndwr is said 
to have assembled his parliament at Dolgelley in 1404, when 
he formed an alliance with Gharles, King of France ; and a 
ricketv old building, occupied as a cottage, still bears the 
dignified title of the "Parliament House,*' though many 
antiquaries maintain that the edifice is of later date. 

The principal hotels are the Golden Lion and the Ship. 

The Torrent Walk. 

The Torrent Walk is a charming and unique bit of river 
scenery, the water descending for more than Im., along a 
secluded and thickly wooded dell, in one continued series of 



THE PBECIPICE WALK. 171 

small cascades, over rocks and boulders covered with lichen, 
moss, and fern. The stream is l|m. from Drilgelley, in the 
grounds of Gaerynwch, the seat of Mrs. Bichards, widow of the 
late B. M. Bichards, Esq., who was for many years chairman of 
quarter sessions. The whole circuit of the journey is between 
5 and 6m. 

Gross the bridge over the Aran river (not the bridge over the 
Wnion, near the railway station), pass through a toll-gate, and 
leave on the right a branch road ascending to the Cross 
Foxes* inn. Continue Im. straight forward, with the valley, 
railway, and Wnion river on one side, and wooded, high ground 
on the other. A shady lane is entered, close by a small stone 
quarry, and a slight descent is made on the left for ^m., until 
the Clywedog bridge is reached, which crosses the stream where 
there is a small mill, and the. entrance to the grounds of 
Dolserau hall, the seat of Charles Edwards, Esq., late M.P. for 
Windsor. Before crossing the bridge, a wicket gate on the 
right leads to the walk by the side of the stream. A notice 
board states: "Private walk. Visitors are admitted on con- 
dition that they do not touch the ferns or mosses ; and do not 
injure the trees, seats, and fences." 

The path runs by the side of the torrent, and sometimes the 
stream is deep below the traveller, half hid by dense foliage, 
and flowing over ledges of rock, in white, foaming cascades. 
Benches are placed at convenient distances, and pleasant it ia 
to sit on a summer's day and listen to the sound of the waters, 
whilst the sun glistens through the trees above. Ever and 
anon vantage points may be gained whence lovely vistas are 
seen, and patiis descend to secluded nooks where the artist may 
obtain a variety of subjects for his pencil. After wandering up 
the dell for Im., the tourist, probably much to his regret, &d8 
that he must leave this enchanting scene, and he arrives at the 
Gaerynwch bridge, leading to some houses, and the Caerynwch 
mansion. A notice board states: "The Torrent widk ends 
here. Turn to the right for Dolgelley. For the Cross Foxes* 
inn turn to the left at tiie top of the hill.'* The distance hence 
to Dolgelley is 2im., and the road is the one by which the 
traveller len the town. 

To vary the journey, and obtain a sight of the peaks of 
Gader Idns range, the tourist may go to the Cross Foxes' inn, 
and return by the old cartway. 

The Precipice Walk. 

" The Precipice Walk is in the grounds of Nannau, the seat of 
John Yaughan, Esq., and runs at a great height around the 
steep slope of Moel Cynwch, overlooking Tyn y Groes, and 
the Mawadach river. The whole journey is about 7m., but the 
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walking distance may be reduced to 2m. by taking a carriage 
to Nannau and back. 

When oyer the bridge, at the railway station, tnm to the 
right, and a few hnndrra yards farther, where the road divides, 
tflJce the left-hand branch ; then continue straight forward for 
more than Im. to the antique gateway of Nannau park. After 
a pleasant stroll through the park, beneath the shade of 
yenerable trees, the Nannau mansion is reached. It is a plain 
modem building, situated about 700 feet above the sea level, 
and reputed to be on higher ground than any other gentleman's 
house in Great Britain. Nannau occupies a prominent place in 
Welsh historical and legendary lore. It was formerly the resi- 
dence of Howard Sole, a cousin and inveterate enemy of Owen 
Glyndwr. The abbot of the neighbouring abbey of Cymmer, 
hoping to reconcile the two chieftains, had brought them 
together, and apparently succeeded in his charitable design. 
However, the wolf had only been dressed in sheep's clothing, for 
while the two cousins were out walking, Owen observed a doe 
feeding, and told Howel, who was reckoned the best archer of 
his day, that there was a fine mark for him. Howel bent his 
bow, and, pretending to aim at the doe, suddenly turned and 
discharged his arrow full at the breast of Glyndwr, who, having 
fortunately armour beneath his clothes, received no hurt. 
Enrafi^ at this treachery, he seized on Sele, burnt his house, 
and Hurried him away from the place ; nor could anyone ever 
learn how he was disposed of, till, forty years after, the skeleton 
of a large man, of me size o( Howel, was discovered in the 
hollow of a great oak, in which Owen was supposed to have im- 
mured him in requital of his perfidy. According to another 
version, Madoc, a friend of Owen Glyndwr, was charged by the 
chieftain on his deathbed to convey to the widow of Sele the 
sad tale of her husband's fate. Sir Walter Scott refers to this 
legend in the fifth note of the sixth canto of * Marmion,' and he 
writes : — 

" All nations have their omens drear, 

Their legends wild of foe and fear. 

To Cambria look — ^the peasant see, 

Bethink him of Glendowerdy, 

And shun the Spirits' • Blasted Ti-ee.' " 

Lord Lytton also, in his romance of Arthur, says : — 

'* Of evil fame was Nannau's antique tree, 
Yet styled the hollow oak of Demonrie." 

The old oak tree was known by the country people as " Derwen 
Ceubren yr EUyll," which signifies " the hollow oak of demons " 
or " the haunted oak." It fell to the ground in 1813. 
Whilst dwelling on these wild bygone times, the traveller 
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arrives in the rear of the hall, where a cart-track is followed 
that crosses by the end of the fish ponds, and then winds to the 
right for a few hundred yards, to where lies the small lake 
of Llyn Oynwch. When this sheet of water comes in sight, 
bend to the right, go through a plantation and over a wall by a 
stile in a corner. The path runs behind the wall, round the 
N.£. end of the hill. Fine views are obtained of a wide extent 
of hill and dale, with the Arans on the right, and Snowdon in 
the distance. The small hills and vales, including Moel Offrwm 
and Rhobell Fawr, with patches of trees dotted here and there, 
and the spire of Llan£a.chraith church rising from amidst a 
cluster of yews, produce a pretty effect. 

On gaining the W. side of the height of Moel Oynwch, the 
Precipice Walk really commences, and a view is had of an 
upper reach of the Mawddach vale, past Tyn y Groes, to the 
mansion of Dol y Melynen. The path is very narrow, and runs 
hi^h along the side of the hill, past heath-clad rocks and 
shingle, with a steep slope on the right, and the vale and river 
Mawddach deep below, winding in the direction of Tyn y. 
Groes. On the opposite side of the vale stands Y Gram and the 
Diphwys range of hills, stretching to the wide estuary of the 
Mawddach, and the sea near Barmouth. Snowdon, the Glyders, 
and Oamedd Llewelyn are in the distance to the N., and in the 
opposite direction Oader Idris is a fine object, the whole length 
of its vertical front gradually coming in sight. At the end of 
the precipice, a stile leads to a green part of the hill, where 
there is a noble prospect, including the Oader Idris range of 
mountains, the vale of Dolgelley, the sea, and the estuary of the 
Mawddach ; the latter, during high tide, and with a setting sun, 
being extremely beautiful. Aiter passing over another stile» 
and between two clusters of trees, the foot of the Llyn Ovnwch 
is reached ; but the tourist ought to ascend the hill on the left 
to two cairns, where are the remains of a circular camp. The 
height is gained in a few minutes, and then the eye ranges over 
a wide area; in one direction extending from the sea, past 
Dolgelley and the dark precipices of Oader Idris, to the Arans, 
with the whole of the Mawddach estuary spread to view; 
whilst on the opposite hand there are the heights of Diphwys, 
Llethr, Bhobell Fawr, and Moel Offirwm. Descending to the 
tarn, a path may be followed which runs by the W. shore, 
where again Oader Idris forms an attractive object, and at times 
is beautifully refiected in the placid water. By leaving the lake 
on tiie left, another path conducts through a wood to the road 
la the park. 

Occasionally parties descend direct from the Precipice walk 
to Oymmer abbey and Llanelltyd, or to Tyn y Groes. 
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Tyn y Groes, and the Waterfklls Bliaiadr Ddu, 
Bliaiadr Mawddachy and Pistyll Cain. 

If the tourist has leisure, he should not leave Dolffelley 
without Tisiting the above places, the scenery being yaxied and 
romantic. 

The Oakley Arms inn at Tyn y Groes is 4}m. from Dolgelley, 
the Bhoiadr Ddu fall Im. fieirther, and Bhaiadr Mawddach and 
Pistyll Gain are situated near together, 3}m. beyond Tyn y 
Groes. A carriage may be taken the whole distance. 

When over the Wnion river and the railway, turn to the left 
At once there is a good view of the town, the beautifully-tim- 
bered slopes on the opposite side of the vale, and the wild front 
of Gader Idris towering above. l}m. from Dolgelley the vale 
opens on the left to a broad, flat tract of meadow, where the 
Wnion and Mawddach streams meet. After passing the grounds 
and mansion of Hengwrt, and the site of the Gymmer abbey, 
the Mawddach vale opens on the right, and when the stream is 
crossed at the bridge close to the Llanelltyd village, the houses 
situated here and there, the flat meadow tract, the low hills, and 
the whole length of the Gader range towering over all, present 
an attractive scene. 

At the toll-gate in the Llanelltyd village, follow the right- 
hand road, which passes the little church, and runs up the 
Ganllwyd valley, through a wood, with the river deep below. 
On emeii^g from the shade of the trees, the hill along which 
runs the r^cipice walk is on the opposite side of the stream, 
and looking down the vale there is a beautiful view, with the 
Gader Idris range a prominent feature in the background. 
Proceeding a little fartner the vale narrows, and is very lovely, 
the river and meadows being in the bottcmi, from which rise 
steep hills, partly covered with wood, ferns, heather, and rock ; 
in the front are irregular hills, and in the rear the western end 
of Gader Idris, consisting of Gyfrwy (the Saddle) and Tyran 
Mawr. 4m. from Dolgelley the roaa winds round the hills^ the 
rearward view is lost, and some wooded ^lens are past on the 
right. The vale then becomes pleasing m the highest degree, 
the flat meadows disappear, and the hills, which are finely 
grouped and coloured with heather and fern, rise from the 
banks of ihe mountain torrents. 

The Tyn y Groes inn is situated in a most retired glen. 
The river is close below, flowing over a rugged bed, the banks 
of which are partly clothed with trees. The hills rise on 
either side, and also in rear and in front, and present a variety 
of shape and colour, ^m. farther the hills on the left alightlj 
recede, and at their base is situated the mansion of Dol y 
Melynen, in the midst of a thickly-wooded park, above which 
peer the wild rocks of Graig y Gau. By the time the tourist 
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has amved thus far he inll be inolined to consider this one of 
the loveliest yalleys in Wales. Every inch of ground, moun- 
tain and stream, wood and rock, present suggestions for the 
S)ncil, and form ever-varying pictures. Near the lodge gate, 
wm Oamlan streamlet is crossed. By waUdns up the banks 
of this stream, less than }m., the Bhaiadr Don &11 may be 
visited. The cascade is not large, the water flowing a few 
feet over a broad rock, but the place is pleasant, the bed of the 
stream both above and below being rugged, and mellowed by 
foliage. 

The pedestrian might ascend by the course of .the water, 
some distance, then bend to the left, and go over Y Gam 
mountain to the viUage of Llanelltyd; or he might cross the 
wild range of tiie Diphwys mountun, and gain the train near 
Bannou& 

On returning to the carriage, after seeing Bhaiadr Ddu, the 
traveller proceeds }m. farther up the valley, and then enters 
the road which branches on the right, creases the Eden rivulet, 
and continues up a narrow, densely-wooded glen where the 
Mawddach stream is ever ** discoursing sweet music." After 
proceeding 2}m., a lovely, romantic place is reached, where the 
Cain enters the Mawddach, each brook forming cascades, and 
the whole being shaded by overhanging woods. 

The Bhaiadr liawddach &11 is onl^r 9 feet broad, and 20 feet 
deep, but the rocks and timbered cfifb, and the bridge which 
spans the torrent a short distance above the fall, add attraction 
to the scene. 

Pistyll Cain is close by on the left, in a sequestered deU from 
which rise high rocks clothed with trees and stirubs. The water 
Haws in one iSieet, 4 or 5 feet broad, down the dark tsuoe of tiie 
cliff for more than 100 feet into a pool, and then eddies amongst 
blocks of stone to the Mawddach; the surroundings combining 
to impress the spectator with the wild beauty of the place. 

Pedestrians can vary the journey pleasantly by returning 
along the path on the E. side of the Mawddach, and crossing 
the bridge in front of the hotel at Tyn y Groes ; or by keeping 
the stream on the right down the length of the vale as &ur as 
Gymmer abbey. When below Tyn y Groes a pleasant hour or 
two can be whiled away by visiting the wooded dingles on the 
left. 

Cader Idres. 

Oader Idris (2929), though inferior in elevation to Snowdon, 
Oamedd Llewelyn, Gamedd Dafydd, Y Foel Fras, the Glyders, 
and Aran Mawddwy, is generally considered as the second 
mountain in Wales, and by some is even preferred to Snowdon. 
It is certainly a noble range, and, whilst allowing the place of 
honour to its grand compeer, the monarch of Welsh hills, it may, 



176 DOLQELLET SECTION. 

perhaps, justly claim to stand at the head of the rest of that 
noble array. Separated on the N. by the Mawddach and Wnion 
rivers from the outliers of Snowdonia, it rules, as it were, over a 
territory of its own, and sends branches eastward to the Aran 
and Berwyn ranges, southward as £ur as Plinlimmon range, 
and westward to the shores of Cardigan bay. The mountain 
may be considered 7m. in length, stretching in a direct line 
from £. to W., with 4m. of precipices facing to' the N., midway 
alone which is the cairn marking the summit. Im. distant, 
on either side of the top, the mural precipice rises to a bold 
peak, the one to the E. being called Mynydd Moel, and the one 
to the W. Oyfrwy. or the Saddle. Im. E. of Mynydd Moel the 
mountain ends in the bold face of the lower height called Wen 
Graig or Geu Graig. 2m. W. of the Saddle is the height of 
Tyrau Mawr, and 2m. farther Graig Gwm Llwyd, the north- 
western extremity, around which winds the old road from 
DolgeUey to Towyn. In a rocky recess beneath the northern 
face of Gader and Gwfrwy, is the solitary tarn of Llyn y Gkider, 
and, below it, Llyn Gafr. At the base of Mynydd Moel there 
is also a small tarn, Llyn Aran, the water from which flows 
down to DolgeUey. 

On the S. side of the mountain are the lake and vale of Tal y 
Llyn, and to the S.W. the vale of Llanfihangel y Pennant, both 
of which open to the sea near Towyn. A few yards from the 
summit of Gader, on the S. side, is the deep, wild hollow of Gwm 
Ammarch, in which lies Llyn y Gau, the most perfect tarn in 
the principality. Dark, yertical crags, forming a magnificent 
amphitheatre, rise from its shore to the top of the south-western 
spur, called Mynydd Fencoed, and to the top of Gader. 

There have been various conjectiues as to the origin of the 
name of the mountain Gader Idris, but it is generally said to 
mean the chair of a giant, named Idris, who is represented by 
the old bards as a warrior, poet, and astronomer, using the 
mountain summit as an observatory. There is a trskdition that 
a rock was shaped so as to form a chair, in which Idris used to 
sit ; and, according to Mrs. Hemans, here is a stone upon which 
if a man sleeps for a night, he awakes either a poet or a 
madman. 

Ascent of Cader Idris from DolgeUey, by the 

Pony Path.. 

The distance from DolgeUey to the top of Gader by the pony 
path, the route which is usually taken by visitors, is about Gjnin 
and the time occupied in ascending and descending will be 
from five to six hours. 

Leave the town by the Penbryn toU-gate, and foUow the old 
Towyn road, which graduaUy ascends until it oonunands an 
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tttensiye view of the Aran mountains, the heights Moel 

Offirwm and Bhobell Fawr, and the Diphwys range. The 

peaked summit of Mynydd Moel appears on the left, and in 

front gradually adyance to yiew Cyirwy, or the Saddle, and 

Tyrau Mawr, but the low height of Mynydd Gader, hides the 

top of Cader Idris. 2m. from Dolgelley a tiny lake, Llyn 

Gwernen, and the Gwemen Villa hotel, are passed, and then 

the summit of Cader comes in sight. When {m. beyond the 

hotel a liyulet is crossed, which has its source in the tarns 

Llyn y Gader and Llyn Gkifr, and 80 yards farther there is 

another riyulet flowing from the direction of the Saddle, past 

the Tyddyn faxm. Without crossing the bridge oyer the latter 

stream, enter a path on the left, which leads past the farmhouse 

to an old building, then runs between walls, and after going 

through a small gate, crosses the stream, and commences 

ascenoing through a wood. The beautiful prospects which are 

gradually unfolded will tend to lighten the toil of the ascent. 

The yertical front of Gader comes in yiew from end to end» 

presenting an imposing appearance, and on looking back there 

are seen the Diphwys range of mountains, the yfSe of Traws- 

fyuydd, and the height of Arenig Fawr, whilst to the right, 

oyer by Llyn Creigenen, a strip of the sea, Bardsey Isle, and 

the southern promontory of Gamaryonshire, present a fairy-like 

aspect. When Im. up the hill the path goes through a gap in a 

wall, and passes oyer a streamlet close by a sheepfold, and then 

leayes the wall and winds steeply up a slope to two or three 

large stones seen perched on the ridge. 200 yards farther 

another gap ia reached where are two upright stones in a low 

wall, which stretches along the top from Tyrau Mawr to the 

Saddle. A path leads hence southwards direct down to Llanfi- 

hangel. The path to Cader bends to the left, and winds some 

distance to the W. of the summit of the Saddle. The yiew 

now obtamed is more extensiye, and includes the Arans, the 

Glyders, Camedd Llewelyn, Moel Siabod, the Biyals, part of 

the estuary of the Mawddach, and Llyn Cynwch. Presently 

Snowdon is seen, and to the right, beyond the Llanflhangel yale, 

ia the sea near Towyn. Other ranges of mountains extend to 

the 8., and in the distance is the coast past Aberystwyth to 

St. Dayid*s Head. 

Some pensons will ascend the mountain oyer the bare, stony 
summit of the Saddle, and secure much better prospects than 
by the lower path. The yiews thus obtained oyer the cliffs 
down to Llyn y Gader, with the wild precipices in front of Cader 
Idris, are uncommonly fine ; and also the wide expanse of hill 
and dale, from the Arans and Bala lake, past Arenig Fawr, the 
Ffestiidog hills, Diphwys range, Camedd Dafydd, Moel Siabod, 
Bnowdon, Moel Hebog, and the Biyals, to Bardsey Isle, with the 
sea, the town of Barmouth, the estuary of the Mawddach, and 

8. S. N 
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LItii Creigenen and Llyn Cynwch ; whilst to the S. are the 
vale of Llanfihangel, with its veidant meadows and Birds' rock, a 
long stretch of the sea coast, and miles and miles of hilly coonlay. 

By the regular path a small spring is passed, then the top of 
Oader comes in view, and the edge of the ridge between the 
Saddle and Gader is reached, where the trayeller looks down the 
wild, perpendicular crags to the hoUow in which rests Llyn y 
Gader. There is here seen a wide expanse of country, embracing 
almost everything previously named. A short, steep climb from 
hence amongst bosses of rock l^uis to the summit of Gader Idris, 
where the prospect is extensive and beautiM in every directioQ. 

Close below, to the N., is the Mawddach river running 
inland from Barmouth ; and the vale stretches thence eastward 
in the direction of Bala lake, which is visible. There is a wide 
mountainous district extending from the hiUs E. of Bala, past 
the Arenigs, the Manods, Moel Siabod, Camedd Llewelyn, the 
Glyders, Snowdon, and the Rivals, to Bardsey Isle. The 
Diphw^s, Llethr, and Bhinog mountains, and the vale of 
Traws^ydd, are direct in front. To the right are Mynydd 
Moel and the Arans, and to the left the Saddle, Tyrau Mawr, 
and the sea extendLing from Pwllheli past Barmouth to the 
coast beyond Aberystwyth. To the S. low, undulating, hilly 
groimd, including the Plinlimmon range, extends as far as the 
eye can reach, but without any prominent peaks or hollows. 
The near heights, however, around Tyn y Llyn vale are fine, 
bulky masses, with b^utiful green-coloured slopes, and the 
little vale of Llanfihangel, has a pleasant secluded aspect. A 
few yards N. of the cairn, the spectator looks Jover the edge of 
the mountain to the tarns Llyn y Gkuier and Llyn Grafr ; and 
in like manner on the N. side of the cairn there is a view 
down the wild, rocky hollow where rests Llyn y Can, with the 
perpendicular crags of Craig y Cau rising direct from its waters 
to the summit of Mynydd Pencoed. 

Descent of Gader Idris, to Llyn y Gau and 

Tal y Llyn. 

Leaving the calm on the summit, there is a grand view down 
to Llyn y Gader, and by branching a few yards to the lefL 
Llyn y Gau may also be observed resting in a wild, seeLudea 
hollow, with vertical crags rising from its shore. Having 
descended a few hundred yards from the top of the moimtaiD, 
and rounded some rocks on the left, a very steep descent, down 
a grassy slope, with rocks spread about on eiuer hand, leads 
to the shore of Llyn y Gau, a tarn which may claim to be unsui- 
passed by any in Wales for its wild grandeur and sednsion. 
It is large, and nearly round, and rests in a deep hollow, 
almost entirely surrounded by immense dxfb. A narrow, 
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rugged track wincU a little above the S.W. shore, directly 
under the frowning precipices of Mynydd Pencoed, and across 
the tarn is the almost perpendicular side of Gader Idris, rising 
from the water direct to the summit, the rocks being here 
and there interspersed with patches of grass. At the foot of 
the tarn [the tourist takes a last view of the sublime scene, and 
then crosses heaps of terminal moraine matter. As the direc- 
tion of the streamlet has to be followed, no mistake can be 
made. It is well to cross the brook, and enter a path which 
winds down a steep part of the hill, amidst fern and gorse, to 
the Minfibrdd farmhouse, about {m. from the head of Tal y Llyn 
lake. Before the stream reaches the'yale, it flows down a 
wooded dell, where it forms one or two cascades. When the 
road is entered it crosses the vale and runs by the S. shore 
of the lake to the hotels. Some persons, without going down 
the vale, will walk up the pass by Llyn Trigraienyn, and 
reach DolgeUey by way of the Cross Foxes' inn. 

Dolgelley to Tal y Llyn, by Boad. 

9} Miles. 

During this journey the traveller goes through Bwlch Llyn 
Bach, which may claun to be considered the best of the second- 
rate passes in Wales. 

Leaving Dolgelley by the bridge over the Aran stream, the 
old road on the right, beyond the toll-gate, might be followed to 
the Cross Foxes' inn : nearly Im. would thus be saved in dis- 
tance, but the ground is so rough and uneven it is advisable to 
follow the lower way. There are good views of the town and 
the surrounding heights, including Cader Idris ; and below on 
the left are the railway leading to Bala, and the Wnion river, 
l^m. from Dolgelley a road on the left branches to the Torrent 
walk. Proceeding beneath the shade of the trees and underwood, 
a gradual ascent is made close by the grounds of Caerynwch, 
and 3|m. from Dolgelley stands the Cross Foxes' inn, where 
a road winds to the left to Dinas Mawddwy. From the inn a 
desolate mountain plateau is crossed to the Cefn y Clawdd toll- 
gate, at the S.E. side of Cader Idris, and then the top of the 
pass is gained, where there is a view past Llyn Bach (Llyn 
Trigraienyn), to the Tal y Llyn lake, in the vale below. The 
zoad makes a steep descent, with green sloping heights on either 
liand, and presently, on the left, overhang some fine picturesque 
erags, one of which, called Oraig y Llam, the Bock of the 
JLieap, derives its name, according to tradition, from the fact 
-frhat felons were cast down from it in ancient times. |m. 
4lown the pass a small sheet of water lies close to the road. It 
iB sometimes called Llyn Bach, and sometimes Llyn Trigraienyn, 
£biid is said to derive tne latter name from three large fragments 
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of rock that are near it, and were cast here by the giant IdriB, 
who one day threw them out of his shoes as they were hurting 
him when he was walking on the adjacent mountain. Tal y 
Llyn lake, also called Llyn Mwyngul, now appears in ftill view, 
resting in a green, secluded yale at the feet of high, sloping 
mountains, which gradually decrease in size in the distimce. 
The road runs along the breast of the hill, with a small hollow 
below, and on the left are overhanging crags, and across the 
hollow on the right the Mynydd Moel portion of Gader Idris 
ptesents a waU of rocks. On gaining the valley at Minffordd a 
stream is seen flowing down the hill side on the right from the 
wiM upland reoess where rests Llyn y Cau, and on the left a 
road goes through a gap in the hills to Machynlleth. The 
B. shore of the iSke is now traversed, with green slopes nsing 
steely on the left, and on the opposite shore is a spur of Cader 
Idris. The lake is about Im. long, and less than ^m. broad. 
It is famed for the number and quality of the trout which it 
contains. At the foot of the lake is the Tyn j Gomel hotel, a 
comfortable house, much frequented by the disciples of Izaak 
Walton ; it is also a good centre for mountaineering excursions. 
There is another inn a few hundred yards distant, at the outlet 
of the lake, close by the little churoh. The view here up 
the lake, with the pass in the backgromid, and green moun- 
tains on every hand, is very fine. From Tal y Llyn the tonrist 
might return to Dolgelley^ via Llyn y Oau and Cader Idris, or 
by Llanfihangel ; or he might travel to Machynlleth. 

Those who proceed down the valley to Towyn, 10m. distant, 
can go as fetr as Abergwynolwyn, 8m., and then accomplish the 
remaining distance by the narrow-gauee railway. Leaving the 
Tal y Llyn lake there is a view £uther down the valley, the 
lulls on either side contracting, so as only to allow of a narrow 
outlet; the height on the left, Craig Goch, being high, and 
steep. At Cedris toll-gate, f m. down the vale, where the river 
is spanned by a bridge, a path on the right ascends over the 
hills to Llanfihangel. Presently the stream, which issues from 
l^e hollow between Craig Grooh and Craig Wen is crossed ; the 
former mountain is left behind, and the base of Craig Wen is 
skirted. 2}m. down the vale is the village of Abergwynolwyn, 
where are slate quarries and quanymen s cottages. A bridle 
path leads hence on the W. side of Craig Wen to Machynlleth; 
and on the right a road runs through a gap in the hiils to the 
Llanfihangel vale. ^m. from the village is the railway station 
of the Tal y Llyn railway company, a narrow-gauge single line, 
commonly called " The Little Railway," or " The Toy, or Baby 
Line," which is continued along the sides of the hills direct to 
Towyn. The low heights on the right, for some distance, hide 
the Llanfihangel vale, and when they disappear, a flat tract 
extends to the sea. 
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Towyn. 

Towyn is a plain, homely place, situated on a flat tract ^m. 
from the sea, and some distance S. of the Dysynni river. There 
are also a few houses near the shore. It is 12m. from Bar- 
mouth and the estuary of the Mawddach, and 4m. from Aber- 
dovey and the entrance to the Dovey river. With a few 
families it is a favourite resort, and has the enviable reputation 
of being less expensive than most towns. The air is pure and. 
bracing, and the shore, for milea^ consists of a fine expanse of 
hard sands, suitable for bathing. There is a wide sea prospect 
across to the distant coast of Carnarvonshire ; Pwllheli and 
Bardsey Isle are clearly seen, and also southwards, in the 
direction of Aberystwyth, the coasts of Cardiganshire and Pem- 
brokeshire. The view inland embraces Cader Idris, the 
Birds' rock (Craig yr Aderyn), and other mountains at the 
bead of the Uannhangel and Tal y Llyn valleys. The coast 
railway and station are between the town and the sea, and a 
narrow-gauge railway runs inland 6im. to Abergwynolwyn, 
which is only 3m. distant from Tal y Llyn lake. Many excur- 
sions may be taken &om Towyn to the neighbouring hills and 
glens, and in either direction along the coast, where a variety of 
rare ferns are to be found. The chief hotel is the Corbet Arms. 

The church is old, dedicated to St. Cadvan, and contains an 
ancient inscribed stone, which used to stand in the churchyard. 
There is also a recumbent ef9gy of a knight, and another of an 
ecclesiastic. Close by the church is St. Cadvan's well, where a 
l>ath-hoQse has been erected, the water being considered effica- 
ciouB in the cure of gout and rheumatism. 

Towyzi to Uanfihangel, Abergrwynolwyn, and 

Tal 7 Llyn. 

^hese places may be visited by travelling on the narrow- 
gauge, or** baby Une," which runs from Towyn to Abergwynol- 
wyn, a distance of 6|m. Tal y Llyn lake is 3nL farther, direot 
up the valley. The little village of Llanfihangel is situated 
in a vale 2m. N. of Abergwynolwyn, on the opposite side of a 
xvLi^ge of low hills» and may be reached from the latter place by 
following a road that passes through a gap by the side of the 

^hose who go from Towyn to Llanfihangel, or, more correctly, 
Xflajiflhangel y Pennant, by the road passing Llanegryn, Pen- 
±^jrth, and the Birds' rock, a distance of 9m., will cross a brook 
^t the village of Bryn Crug, 2m.from Towyn ; and, }m. farther, 
^oStk the N. side of the Dysynni river, by a bridge of four 
^^ol^es. Up to this point the ground traversed is a broad flat, 
hills visible in front, amongst which gradually appear the 
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Birds' rock, and the top of Gader Idris. Soon after leaying 
Towyn, an ancient stone, Groesfaen, will be seen on the right 
near the grounds and mansion of Ynys Maengwyn, and near the 
bridge crossing the Dysynni river there is a round mound 
called Tomen Ddreiniog. From this place Prince Llewelyn 
and King Edward I. date letters. The farm close by gives its 
name, Tal y Bont, to this hundred of the county. 

Leaving the Dolgelley road on the left, an inn is passed, and 
then a slight descent is made to the village of Llanegryn. The 
church will repay a visit. It stands on high ground a few 
hundred yards distant, and contains tablets of the Owens and 
Wynnes of the neighbouring mansion of Peniarth ; and a beauti- 
ful rood-loft and screen, said to have been brought from Gymmer 
abbey, near Dolgelley ; also an interesting Norman font. When 
through the viUage, Peniarth park is on the right. The 
mansion, which is half hid by trees, is the residence of W. W. 
E. Wynne, Esq., who takes great interest in Welsh history and 
antiquities, and possesses the largest collection in Wales of rare 
old manuscripts. A few hundred yards farther, the old road to 
Dolgelley is passed on the left, and then low hills hem in the 
vale on either hand, Graig yr Aderyn, or the Birds' rock, be- 
comes an interesting feature in the landscape, and the heights of 
Gader Idris and Mynydd Pencoed are prominent in front. 2m. 
from Peniarth the road crosses the river, leaving a private way 
and woods on t)ie left, and then goes close below the Birds' 
rock, an isolated height, presenting a bold, perpendicular front, 
tenanted at times by various birds of prey. JBeyond this rock the 
Pysynni river is crossed, which flows from the Tal y Llyn lake, 
and a road branches to Abergwynolwyn. A short distance farther, 
a rocky eminence on the left, covered with a coppice, forms the 
site of the ancient fortress, called Gastell y Bere, and sometimes 
Teherri, which was visited by Edward I. It is reputed as 
having been formerly one of the largest castles in Wales, 
occupying the whole summit of the hilL There are rude but 
extensile remains of buildings, partly hidden beneath grass, 
ferns, and an undergrowth of wood. 

Llanfibangel y Pennant is situated less than }m. farther up 
the vale, whence paths lead to Tal y Llyn, Dolgelley, and Gader 
Idris. The situation is very pleasant, and there is a comfortaUe 
little inn, the Peniarth Arms. 

Towyn to AberdoToy and Machynlleth, by Road. 

Aberdovey, 4m. ; Pennal, 10m. ; Machynlleth, 14in. 

From Towyn the road runs parallel with the railway at tbe 
foot of low heights a few hundred yards from the sea-shore, bnt 
the scenery is comparatively tame until the Dyfl, or Dovey, is 



TOWYN TO MACHYNLLETH. 1S8 

reached, and then the estuary, with hills on each side and in 
the background, forms a lovely picture. At low tide it is plea- 
sant to walk from Towyn to Aberdovey by the shore, on a bioad 
expanse of hard sauds. The mouth of Dovey, Im. broad, may 
be crossed by a ferry, and the railway gained at Ynyslas, or 
Borth can be reached by walking thence along the shore. The 
estuary for some miles is the boundary between Merionethshire 
and Cardiganshire, and separates North from South Wales. 

Aberdovey is situated on the N. bank of the Dovey, less 
than half a mile from the ocean. It is a quiet port and 
fishing station, and in summer the resort of a few fiEimilies who 
prefer it to the more fashionable sea-side towns. As regards 
temperature, it claims to be **The Madeira of Wales,*' being 
only two degrees below that of Yentnor diuing the winter, 
though in summer it is considerably colder. The isotherm is 
said to pass through Weymouth in Dorsetshire. The chief 
hotel is the Dovey, a comfortable house. There is also another 
hotel, the Haven. During the season the place is well supplied 
with turbot, salmon, sole, bull, codling, &c. The stranger who 
expects to hear *'the Bells of Aberdovey," mentioned in the 
old song, will be disappointed, there being no peal in the 
church at the present time. Tourists who stay a few days at 
Aberdovey may have a pleasant stroll behind me town, on the 
liills, amongst which lies Llyn Baz£[»g, a small tarn, the scene 
of legendary story. 

Between Aberdovey and Pennal the journey is very enjoyable. 
The road runs parallel with the railway for some miles at the 
feet of the hills, dose by the N. bank of the estuary, and in 
places high above the water ; the broad river, the rocks, and the 
moimtains harmoniously combining. Soon after the river be- 
comes screened from view by a height on the right, the traveller 
enters Pennal, a village situated in a hollow almost surrounded 
by the hills. Some antiquaries think there was a Boman station 
at Cefn Gaer, half a mile to the S.E. of the village ; and in the 
adjoining grounds of Talgarth Hall there is a circular mound or 
tomen. 

2m. beyond Pennal the road runs once more on the N. bank 
of the stream, at the foot of the hills. Machynlleth comes in 
sight on the opposite side of the vale, and is entered after 
crossing the river by a bridge of five arches. 

Machynlleth contains a population of 2891. The chief 
hotels are the Unicom and the Lion. It is situated near 
tlie S. bank of the river Dovey, at the foot of the northern 
spur of the Plinlimmon mountain range. It contains flannel 
manufaotories, and in the neighbourhood are slate quarries 
and lead mines. Anglers often make it a resting place, 
there being good fishing in the Dovey and tributary streams. 
Machynlleth is chiefly famed for having been the place 
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where, in 1402, Owen Glyndwr held a parliament, and was 
formally acknowledged and crowned as Pnnce of Wales. The 
porch of the building in which the parliament was held is 
still to be seen. Among the chieftains assembled was Dayid 
Gam, a Breoonshire gentleman, and Owain's brother-in-law. 
He came openly as a friend, bnt secretly to plot the death of 
the prince. His scheme being discovered, he was seized and 
imprisoned, and ten years elap^ before he regained his liberty. 
He distinguished himself at the battle of Agincourt, and haying 
been deputed by Henry Y . to reconnoitre, reported that '* there 
were enow to be killed, enow to be taken prisoners, and enow 
run away." In that memorable engagement, after gallantly 
defending the king, he was mortally wounded, but was knighted 
on the field before he expired. 

In Mach3mlleth there is a house in which Charles I. is said 
to haye slept when on a journey to Chester, and, as a slight 
confirmation of the tradition, it may be mentioned that the 
family to whom the house belongs have a fine old bed, called 
the King's Bed. 

Dolgelley to Barmouth, by Boad* 

10 Miles. 

Most persons travel between Dolgelley and Bannontlx by tndn, 
which runs on the S. side of the Mawddach river. Pedestrians 
have the choice of roads, and can take either the N. or the S. 
side, but as there is no bridge for carriages across the moutii of 
the estuary, those who drive must follow the road on the N. 
side, and, fortunately, from that part the best views are to be 
obtained. Much has been written as to the attractiveness of 
the soenexy on the Mawddach between Dolgelley and Barmouth, 
and certainly the view up the estuary nom the road near 
Barmouth is surpassingly beautiful, but the other part of the 
journey, though very fine, presents nothing sufficiently striking 
to repay the traveller for putting himself to the inconvenience of 
leaving the train specially for the drive. If possible, the journey 
ought to be undertaken at high tide, omerwise the estiiary 
presents an expanse of sand and mud. 

When over the river and railway at Dolgelley, the road tarns 
to the left, and at once there is a pleasant view across the vale 
to the town, with wooded slopes, and the Cader Idris mountain 
towering above. 1 Jm. distant, the vale opens to an expanse of 
meadow, where the Wnion and Mawddach streams unite. The 
woods and mansion of Hengwrt are passed, and the Oymmer 
abbey faim is seen a few y^^ off the road, then the bridge is 
crossed which spans the Mawddach river. From the bridge 
the eye ranges up the glen leading to Tyn y Groes, also down 
the Barmouth vale ; fields and woods are all around, and above 
peers the grand mass of Cader Idris. 



THE PANORAMA WALE. 185 

The road turns to the left at the Llanelltyd village, and con- 
tinues along the base of heights, with good prospects down the 
vale, the river forming a fair picture winding amongst the low 
hills. 4m. from Dolgeiley, Penmaen Pool is on the opposite side 
of the river. Here there is a ferry, and to this point boats can 
come up from Barmouth at high tide. The prospect now extends 
right down the estuary to the railway bridge at Barmouth, the 
water presenting a broad expanse, with jutting, wooded head- 
lands on either hand. In the rear the Arans are seen, as well as 
the Gader Idris range. Gradually, as the traveller proceeds, 
the views are ever changing, first down the river, then to the E., 
as hills are rounded. 

On leaving the Half-way House hotel, the road winds round 
small wooded eminences, out of sight of the water, and does not 
return to the river until the church and mansion of Caerdeon 
are left behind, then at every step the scene improves, and there 
appears a broad expause of the estuarv, with the bridge in front, 
and Arthog village opposite. On looking up the vale, the water 
is seen winding round jutting promontories, with the Arans in 
the rear, and the Gader Idris range opposite, l^m. before 
arriving at Barmouth the best point of view is gained, and a 
supremely lovely prospect will delight the traveller. 

Barmouth. 

Barmouth, also called by the Welsh Abermawddach or 
Abermaw, is yearly increasing in favour as a sea-side resort. It 
is a small place, with good hotels and lodging-houses, situated 
close by a sea shore of loose sand, at the base of a rocky head- 
land, on the N. side of the entrance to the Mawddach estuary. 
It consists chiefly of one level street, and of houses perched one 
above the other amongst the rocks on the side of the hill. Its 
chief attractions are the views up the Mawddach, the walks 
along the coast, and up the hills, on either side of the estuary, 
and the mountain excursions to the Gader Idris and Diphwys 
ranges. The railway leading in three directions (to Harlech 
and Port Madoc ; to Towyn* Machynlleth and Aberystwyth ; and 
to Dolgeiley) enables the tourist to make Barmouth a centre 
whilst ne visits many interesting places some distance away. 
There are various places of worship, and also an assembly room. 
£athing machines and pleasure boats abound. The chief 
liotels are the Gors y Gedol, the Barmouth, and the Lion. 

The Panorama Walk. 

Before the stranger has been many hours at Barmouth he will 
iiear frequent mention of the Panorama walk. The path goes 
up the hill behind the town, and after oontinuing on the top a 
abort distance, descends and enters the Dolgeiley road about 2m. 
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ont of Barmouth ; bat those who wish to avoid the climb caa 
keep on the level road by the side of the Mawddach estuary, 
where they will obtain the best view that is to be had during 
the excursion. 

The whole walk is about 4^m. The hill is ascended by a lane 
which leaves the Dolgelley road a few yards beyond the railway 
bridge and the Porkiugton Terrace. When some distance up 
the hill, where the road divides, take the right-hand route, 
whicli, after continuing for ^m. along a small vale, crosses to the 
right, and passes through a gap in the low hills, whence the 
luwddach river, the Anjis, and other mountains are advan- 
tageously seen. After descending through a plantation, there is 
a magnificent view of the Mawddach, and when the Dolgelley 
road is entered, near a little wooded dell and brooklet, 2m. from 
Barmouth, if the tide be high, the traveller will be gratified with 
a view of the estuary, which is hardly to be surpassed for beauty. 
The heath-clad hills jut irregularly into tlie water, the river 
winds round distant rocks, and in the background are the Arans, 
and Cader Idris on the opposite side. Presently the railway 
bridge and the sea appear, and the town is entered. 

Barmoutli to Arthog. 

3 Miles. 

It is a charming walk, especially diving high tides, from Bar- 
mouth junction, across the mouth of the Mawddach estuary, 
which is ^m. broad. A footpath by the side of the railway goes 
over the bridge, and a toll of 2d. is charged. 

As the spectator stands with his back to the sea, the broad 
estuary has the appearance of a beautiful lake, with irregular, 
rocky hills rising from its shores, wliich present a variety of 
colour, and are partly clad with heather and fern. On each side 
the hills extend inland from the sea, and for 4m. form a kind <^ 
half-circle. They then approach each other, and barely leave 
room for the river to wind in a pretty serpentine course round 
the rocky headlands, in the direction of the Aran mountains, 
which fill up the background. On the S. side, Cader Idris, and 
on the N., Llawleoh and Diphwys, rise high above the rest of 
the acclivities, and form a noble framework for one of the most 
perfect of Nature's pictures. 

Arthog is 2m. from Barmouth junction, and may be reached 
by train, or by a path which crosses wet ground and then enters 
a road at the feet of the hills. The hamlet is situated on the S. 
side of the Mawddach estuary, hard by a brook which issues ttaso. 
a steep, wooded dell, where the water forms a series of rather 
pretty cascades. On the high ground, on one side of the ravine, 
is a new mansion, and on the other the Arthog Hall hotd, 
a good-sized house, commandmg a view across the estuary to 
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Barmouth and the Diphwys mountain range. Tickets for visit- 
ing the falls must be obtained at the hotel, and then a pleasant 
stroll can be had up the wooded bank of the stream for a short 
distance. When above the falls, and on the rocky hillocks on 
the right, there is a lovely prospect of the Mawddach estuary, 
Barmouth, the sea, and opposite coast, Diphwys mountain 
range, the Tyrau Mawr portion of Oader Idris, with inferior 
but oeautifully-coloured hills all around. On crossing to the W. 
side of the r(^, behind the hotel, a rocky height amongst the 
trees may be gained where stand remains of a ruin, called the 
Old Battery. 

Near the Friog village, S. of Barmouth junction, a brook 
forms a small cascade, called the " Henddol *' fall. 

A San up the Mawddacli estuaxy. 

Boats may be hired at Barmouth for a sail up the Mawddach 
estuary at high tide as far as Penmaen Pool, where there is a 
comfortable hotel. The distance is about 8m., and the charge 
for boat and boatman, 58. or Gs. The views all the way are 
most superb, and were pronounced by the late Sir T. N. Tal- 
f ourd as superior to those on the Bhine. He says, " When on 
board a steamer on the Rhine, approaching the Drachenfels, a 
native of Merionethshire inquired if this was the Bhine which 
he had been told was so beautiful, eidding, * I think I can match 
it between Dolgelley and Barmouth.' • Indeed you can,' was 
my reply ,- and surely the Welshman was riglit. Let anyone who 
has knowledge of the two scenes, call to memory that glorious 
estuary, reposing in beauty and crowded with grandeur ; look 
down its avenue of sparkling water to the distant sea, glistening 
in the western light,* let him glance on the one side at its 
curving shore of oak-sprinkled meadows, edged and broken by 
rock, and on the other to the pillared precipices of Oader Idris; 
and then, with all respect to the noble substance of the flowing 
Bhine,fgaze at its vine-spotted banks, and say if there is the 
^intest approach to rivaliy." 

Barmouth to Harlech, llCaentwrog, and Ffestiniog, 

by Road. 

Llanbedr, 7m. ; Harlech, 10m. ; Maentwrog, 20m. ; 

Ffestiniog, 23}m» 

The first 7m. of this journey would be rather tame were it 
not for the attractive view across Oardigan bay to the opposite 
coast near Pwllheli and Bardsey Isle. On the right the hills 
recede in smooth slopes, and present no special features, and 
on the left, between the road and the sea, there is im. of flat 
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groand. Before anrmng at Harlech, tke road ascends and 
skirts the breast of the hills, with splendid views of the sea. 
the coast, and the Snowdonian mountains. As the railway 
runs parallel with the road, some persons, to avoid the least 
interesting part of the jonmey, win take the train as fiu as 
Harlechf or to the Pensam station for the village of Llanbedr, 
situated Im. from the sea^ on the wooded banks of the Artro 
river, at the entrance of two long, solitary glens, which lead 
to some fine tarns and wild mountain scenery. 

Harlech is the ancient county town of Merionethshire, and 
the election of the parliamentary representative of the county 
still takes place here, though it is a quiet, sleepy place, litde 
better than a village. There is an excellent hotel, the 
Castle, commanding a beautiful marine and mountain prospect 
from tne coffee-room windows. The Blue Lion, and one or two 
smaller hotels, are also very comfortable. The houses are built 
ehiefly on the top of a rooky difE, and high ground slopes in the 
rear. Between the cliff and the sea is a flat, sandy tract of 
meadow, |m. broad, as though at a comparatively recent date the 
sea had washed to the foot of the roeloi. Occasionally persons 
visit Harlech for the sea-breezes and for bathing, and certainly 
they might go to a worse place, for on the shore are hard sands, 
and the views across the bay to the opposite coast near Pwllheli, 
and inland to the grand mountain ranges, culminating in Snow- 
don, are very fine. The chief, in fact the only attraction for 
the passing tourist is the castle, the outside walls and towers 
of which are in a good state of preservation, and present a 
picturesque appearance, situated on the summit of a perpen- 
dicular oii^ overlooking the sandy plain and the sea. Visitors 
are allowed to inspect the nuns on payment of 4<I. After 
crossing the old moat the stranger enters the gateway between 
two fine towers, under which have been portcullises. In the 
courtyard may be traced the site of the banquetting hall. The 
castle is nearly square, with a round tower at each comer, two 
towers at the outer gate, and two also at the entrance to the 
courtyard. Ascending by a few steps, a path leads round the 
courtyard on the top of the battlements, and here the visitor has 
a glorious nrospect. There is a wide extent of sea, with the 
coast round by the estuary at Port Madoc, and away past 
Criccieth castle and Pwllheli. The background of hills is 
very fine, extending from the southern promontory of Carnarvon 
to the grand mountains of Snowdonia, including Moel Hebog, 
Snowdon, Cynicht and Moelwyn. The railway station is deep 
below, and the line is seen running in a straight course across 
the level tract of Morfa Harlech, in the direction of Port Madoc 
From the railway station the castle has a romantic appear- 
ance. 

On the 'site of the castle there is said to have originally 
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stood a tower ; bnt the-preseni Btrncture is Bupposed to hare been 
erected in 1286, in the time of Edward I., by the architect of 
Carnarvon, Conway, and Beanmaris castles; and the original 
plan appears to haye been to command the entrances to all the 
estuaries, from the Dee at Flint to this point. Though not equal 
to Conway or Carnarvon, Harlech bears unmistakable traces of 
the genius of* the master mind of the architect, Henry de 
Elreton, who, in the history of Wales, is entitled to rank by the 
side of Inigo Jones, Telford, and Stephenson. In 1404, Owen 
Glyndwr seized Harlech castle from Henry lY.; but it was 
retaken in 1408. During the wars of the Roses the brave go- 
vernor, Dafydd ab Evan ab Einion, a staunch friend of the house 
of Lancaster, gave honaprable shelter to Margaret of Anjou, 
queen of Henry YL, and the Prince of Wales, after the battle 
of Nortiiampton in 1460, until she contrived to escape with her 
son to Scotland to raise another army. This brave man held 
the castle for several years in defiance of the power of 
fkiward IV., and being summoned to surrender by Herbert, 
!Earl of Pembroke, he replied that he had held a castle in 
France until the old women all knew of it, and he intended to 
do the same in Wales. Eventually the gallant defenders were 
compelled by famine to capitulate, on condition of a pardon 
being granted by the king. This siege is commemorated in 
one of the most spirited of the ancient Welsh melodies, entitled, 
^^ The March of the Men of Harlech," the style of which re- 
sembles the popular air of ** Scots wha ha'e wi' Wallace bled," 
but with a much greater variety of modulation. During the 
civil war, in the time of Charles I., Harlech held out for the 
king longer than any other stronghold. It was at last sur- 
rendered to the parliamentary forces under General Mytton, in 
March, 1647. It is now owned by the Crown. It is thought 
that the site of the castle may have been a Roman station, tor 
Koman coins have been found in the neighbourhood, and also 
a golden torque, which was purchased by Lord Mostyn, and is 
now in the collection of antiquities at Mostyn hall. 

Beyond Harlech the bases of low hills are skirted, with the 
flat tract of Morfa Harlech on the left stretching to the sandy 
shore, and across the bay is seen the coast from Port Madoc» 
past Criccieth, to Pwllheli and the Lleyn promontory. There 
is also a noble display of mountains, including Llwyd Mawr, 
Moel Hebog, Snowdon, Cynicht, and Moelwyn. Soon the road 
descends to flat ground, and is not interesting until 4m. from 
Harlech, when the mountains reappear in front. 

Glyn, a residence of Lord Harlech, is on the right. It was 
in former times a seat of the Wynns, and then of the Owens. 
Some say the gateway in front of the house was built by Inigo 
Jones. Less than a mile from the road, and not far from the 
fiea» stands the village of Llanfihangel y Traethau, in the 



190 DOLOELLET SBGTIOK. 

chorchyftrd of which there is a rode stone with an inscription, 
Boppoaed to be of the twelfth oentoiy. 

5m. from Harlech, the hamlet of Tal y Sarnan is passed, and 
Im. forther, when through a toll-gate, Ihe road winds between 
low, rooky hills, and gains the side of the estaary of Traeth 
Bach, jnst where it narrows and becomes known as the river 
Dwyryd, which descends from Maentwrog. As the traveller 
proceeds by the side of the river, the Manod mountains and the 
Maentwrog and Ffestiniog villages appear. 

Im. before arriving at Maentwrog, a brook is crossed which 
issues &om a glen on the right. It is a nice walk up the glen 
for lm« to the Bhaiadr Ddu (Black Cataract), where the water 
flows over rocks for a few feet into ^ deep, wooded delL A 
little higher up the stream there is the Baven faU, where the 
scenery is of a wUder character. 

Returning to the road, the valley becomes more beautifoi at 
every step, the river flowing through meadows, with hills on 
either side, the lower slopes of which are wooded, and above, 
on the N., peers the rugged height of Moelwyn. Oa^ey House, 
too, is a prominent object, standing on high ground in the midst 
of woods on the opposite side of the river. 

When Maentwrog is enterod, it is found to be a pleasant 
village, situated at the head of the finest reach of the vale, on 
the S. bank of the river, at the base of a low hill partly closed 
with timber ; and the little churob is half hid by yew trees. 
At the W. end of the church is a rude, rounded stone, about 
4 feet high. It is without inscription, and is called Maen 
Twrog, in memory of St. Twrog, son of Gad&n, and contem- 
porary of St Beuno. The village takes its«name from the 
stone, and the churoh is dedicated to Si Twrog. The Grapes 
hotel, close by the churoh, is a large and comfortable house : 
and across the vale there is another hotel, the Oakley Arms, 
at Tan y Bwlch, delightfully situated, and a favourite with 
tourists. 

Leaving Maentwrog, and passing on the left the bridge lead- 
ing across the river to Tan y Bwlch, the road runs up the 
valley with beautiful views of moimtain, wood, rock, and 
stream, and then a steep ascent is made to the village of 
Ffestiniog. 

A Bamble on the hills behind Barmoutli. 

Visitors staying at Barmouth may have many pleasant rambles 
on the hills behind the town, where there are green hollows and 
bosses of rock, nartly clothed with heatiier and gorse — ^beauti- 
ful and seoludea spots with bracing air and go^ proBpeots of 
sea and mountain. 

Ascending behind the Oors y Gedol hotel, the path bnmchflB 
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to the right and left; the former oonduotmg to the Panorama 
-walk, and the latter leading to one or two small farms situated 
on the hills in secluded recesses amongst rocky hillocks. Here 
the stranger may wander in any direction, ascending small, bare 
heights, which conmiand views, first in one direction and then 
in another, the only obstruction to his progress being the stone 
walls. The prospect embraces a wide extent of sea to the coast 
of Pwllheli, Aberdaron, and Bardsey Isle ; the Eivals and oUier 
mountains of Camaryonshire; the river Mawddach winding in 
the direction of Dolgelley, and the Gader Idris and Aran moon- 
tains. On gaining a height, where stands a cairn, the panorama 
is still more extensive, and includes the Snowdon and Arenig 
ranges. 

Continuing eastwards along the tops in the direction of a wall, 
bare, hillocky heights are traversed, and then a slight descent is 
made, to where a path leads through a gap in the wall, from the 
upland vale on the right to the villages on the coast : a pass, 
said to have been frequented in ancient times by robbers fiEimous 
for their rapid movements on stilts. A descent may be made on 
either side, or the walk maybe extended, on the summit ridge of 
lilawlech, to the Diphwys mountains. 

Ascent from Barmouth, of the Llawlech, DiphwyB, 
Llethr, and Bhinog Fach mountains. 

The mountains behind Barmouth and Harlech, which extend 
from the Mawddach estuary to near Maentwrog and Ffestiniog, 
and are bounded on the E. by the vale leading from Dolgelley to 
Trawsfynydd, deserve to rank amongst the first of the Alpine 
ranges of the principality. They are little visited ; although 
they present many scenes of wild grandeur. From their summits 
are obtained fine marine and mountain prospects, whilst at 
their feet are deep recesses, where lie tarns from which issue 
streams tiiat flow ^ough romantic glens to the sea. They are 
also specially interesting to the geologist, being the representa- 
tive group of the Cambrian series of rooks ; and the antiquary 
will find amongst them many cromlechs and other ancient re- 
mains. They consist of a long, rounded mass, named Uaw- 
lech, extending eastwards from, near Barmouth; and a noble 
range striking thence northwards, including Diphwys, Lletiir, 
Bhmog Fach, and Bhinog Fawr, individual and characteristic 
heights, which present a noble aspect, especially when they 
are seen on the E. side. From Blunog Fawr the range is con- 
tinued in the same direction, by lower rocky heights, as far as 
Maentwrog. 

They are best visited from Barmouth, Llanbedr, and Harlech ; 
hut persons may also reach them from Dolgelley, Tyn y Groes, 
inrawi^yddy and Maentwrog. 
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Aaoending from Bannouth, it is a pand monntaiii walk, which 
may be extended at pleasure acoordmg to the capability <yr in- 
clination of the tourist The journey may be commenced by 
climbing the heights close behind the town, as described above. 
Another plan is to travel along the Dolgelley road for some 
distance, and gain the hills, by there tracing to its source any one 
of the brooks that flow into the Mawddach river. Perhaps the 
hest course is to leave the Dolgelley road 2m. from Barmouth, 
and follow a cart-track which goes up a narrow dell on the E. 
side of a stream. After crossing the rivulet, and then over a little 
bum, the path leaves the houses and makes a long ascent over a 
bleak tract, gradually bearing to the left The Mawddach 
estuary, Cader Idris, and the Arans, form part of the landscape, 
and will engage the attention until the top of the pass is gained, 
where the gate mentioned in the last page, goes through a wall, 
and then there bursts forth a prospect of the sea and the coast 
from Griccieth to Pwllheli, with the Bivals and other Heights 
in the distance. 

From the gap, ascend in an eastward direction by the side of 
a wall which runs on the summit ridge along the length of the 
Uawlech moimtain. A wide tract of sea is now visible, and the 
view stretches across to the Gamarvonshire coast and Bardsey 
Isle, the whole presenting a lovely scene. On the rigiit appear 
Penmaen Pool and Dolgelley, and in front Diphwys mountain. 
Moelfre, Rhinog Fach, and Snowdon advance to view, and below 
the traveller, in a deep hollow on the left, is seen Uyn Irddyn, 
from which extends a waste, flat tract, with the Ysgethin rivulet 
flowing past the woods and mansion of Cors y Gedol to the sea. 
Another pass is crossed, and a slight ascent made, when Uyn 
Bodlan appears, Rhinog Fach becomes more promin^it, and the 
Snowdonian peaks, the Aberdaron coast, Bardsey Isle, and the 
sea, are in prospect the whole way. Soon Llyn Dulyn is obs^ved 
under the rocks of Crib y Rhiw, a part of the Llethr mountain. 
After crossing a slight depression, a hard pull leads to the top 
of Diphwys. 

From a round heap of stones built in the wall, there is an ex- 
tensive and attractive marine prospect, the coast being visible 
past Aberystwyth, and from Barmouth round by Pwllheli to 
Bardsey Isle, with the hiUs of the Lleyn promontory, and the fine 
peaks of the Moel Hebog and Snowdon ranges ; also beyond the 
Rivals is visible a part of the Isle of Anglesey. On the left is 
the Mawddach estuary, and a few houses at Dolgelley, witii 
mountains extending from Oader Idris, past the Arana to the 
Berwyns. Close below, to the N.W., is IjIjh Bodlan, beyond 
which are the heights of Moelfre, Llethr, and Rhinog* Fach. 
Eastwards the eye ranges over a wide waste, and beyond Khobell 
Fawr are the Manods and the Arenigs. 

Following the wall that leads direct from the Diphwya to the 
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Llethr mountain, a distance of nearly 2m., a descent is made to 
a desolate, stony gap, between the two heights. On the right is 
waste ground, down which the Gamlan brook flows to near Tyn 
y Groes, and on the left nestles Llyn Dulyn at the foot of the 
rugged cliflfe of Crib y Rhiw ; a little farther distant Llyn 
Bodlan is also seen. 

The tourist can return from this point to Barmouth, by follow* 
ing the direction of the stream flowing from the tarns. 

After ascending from the gap by a green slope, the Llethr 
mountain is reached, when it is found to be a flat-topped mass, 
covered With grass. 

Close by, on the N. side, the Bhinogs have a wild look, being 
composed of dark rocks, which are without vegetation, except a 
few patches of heather ; and in a lonely recess at the foot of 
Bhinog Pach is seen Llyn Howel, the water from which flows 
by the N. side of Moelfre, past Llanbedr, to the sea. Turning 
to the S. there are seen Diphwys, Cader Idris, the Arans, and 
the Berwyns. To the E., over the wide waste, are Bhobell 
Fawr, the Arenigs, and the Manods. Almost the whole of the 
peaks of the Snowdonian range are visible. The sea presents 
a broad expanse, and the coast is seen in the neighbourhood of 
Aberystwyth, and in the opposite direction by Port Madoc past 
Pwllheli to Bardsey Isle. 

At the N. end of the Llethr mountain the wall leads to a 
dangerous precipice, and therefore the traveller must be carefvil 
to branch from it for a few yards. The descent is very steep to 
the gap between the two heights Llethr and Bhinog Fach. On 
the £. side of the gap there is a small tarn, the source of the 
Camkn stream ; and on the W. side is Llyn Howel, situated 
between the two mountains, amongst wild, heath-clad rocks, the 
whole presenting a scene of utter desolation. After a toilsome 
ascent for twenty minutes up the steep mountain side, over 
heather and rocl^ the top of Bhinog Fach is achieved. 

Bhinog Fawr at once attracts attention in front, its dark, 
bare roci^ presenting a wild aspect To the left of it are seen 
the heights of the Moel Hebog range ; and to the right are 
towering peaks, including Snowdon, the Glyders, Tryfan, Car- 
nedd Dafydd, Camedd Llewelyn, Moelwyn, Moel Siabod, the 
Manods, and the Arenigs. Beyond a waste district, and Bhobell 
Fawr, are the Berwyns, and the Arans ; Cader Idris is also a 
noble object to the S. Nearer, in the same direction, are 
Diphwys, and the small tarn of Llyn Perfeddau, with the 
stream flowing to Llanbedr. The whole scene is enhanced by 
a broad expanse of sea, across which are Bardsey Isle, the coast 
thence to Port Madoc, and the Carnarvonshire promontory. 

After walking northwards on the summit, a descent may be 
made along the wild face of the mountain, over boulders, rocks, 
and heather, to the pass of Bwldi Drws Ardudwy, one of the 

8. E. o 
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most desolate and sayage-looking places in Wales. Boulders 
and rocks, half hidden by heather, lie in niter oonfusion all 
around. On one side is Bhinog Fach and on the other Bhinog 
FawT, dark, rugged mountains, fit guardians of the surrounding 
scene. 

Some active mountaineers may desire to continue the journey 
by the ascent of Bhinog Fawr, but most persons who have 
travelled thus far from Bannouth will begin to feel tired, and 
will wish to gain some resting-place. They can descend the 
glen to Lianbedr, or cross the wet, waste ground on the E. side 
^ the pass, and proceed to Trawsfynydd or Tyn y Groes. 



Bannouth to Con y Gtedol, and along^ the Tsg^ethin 
stream to the tama of Uyn Irddjm, Llyn Bodlan, 
and Llyn I>ulyn. 

Visitors staying at Barmouth will find this a pleasant ramble. 

From Llanddwywe church, on the Harlech road, about half- 
way between Bannouth and Lianbedr, a carriage way runs for 
}m. in a perfectly straight line, up a slope, and then under an 
avenue of lime trees, to Gors y Gedol, the seat of Edward F. 
Coulson, Esq. Formerly the mansion belonged to the Yanghans, 
and afterwaxtls to the Mostyns. The present building is chiefly 
modem, but the gate-house is reputed to be after a design by 
Inigo Jones. The interior is shown to strangers when tho 
family are away. There are many rare and valuable jnctures, 
fully described in a printed catalogue. They include works by 
such eminent masters as Bubens, Sir Joshua Beynolds, Bem- 
brandt, and Turner ; also Hogarth's Strolling Players Rehears- 
ing in a Bam, which Horace Walpole says, "I consider the best 
of all Hogarth's works." In addition to the pictures, the rooms 
contain oak carving, old china, two ebony couches made for the 
use of Napoleon when at St Helena ; also a bedstead, once 
occupied by Charles I., who, according to tradition, slept here 
a night during the civil war. The bedstead is also said to have 
been taken from a wrecked vessel, one of the great Armada 
squadron. 

On passing the stables, behind the house, a waste, boulder- 
strewn tract is entered, where a cromlech, called ** Arthur's 
Quoit," stands close by the road on the right. On many parts 
of the high moorland ground between Barmouth, Harlech, and 
Maentwrog, there are similar remains, and other traces of the 
ancient burial grounds, houses, and camps of the primitive inha- 
bitants. A cart-track leads from Gors y G^ol for some dis- 
tance direct up the valley, at the base of Moelfre, but the betttf 
way is to follow the road which passes Arthurs Quoit, crosses 
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the Tsgethin stream, and, after going by a farmhouse, leads 
across an open waste, covered with rough grass and blocks of 
stone. Moelfre is on the left, and the lower height of Craig y 
Ddinas, upon which are traces of an ancient camp ; and on the 
opposite side is the bulky mass of the Llawlech ran^e. l^m. 
above Gors y G^ol the traveller arrives at Llyn Irddyn, a 
moderate-sized sheet of water situated close beneath the sloping, 
stony site of Llawlech. More than Im. farther is Llyn Bodlan, 
a large tarn which extends right across the vale, from the craggy 
sides of Llawlech and Diphwys to the smooth slopes of Llethr and 
Moelfre. From the E. margin, the ground rises for }m. to the 
head of the vale, where Llyn Dulyn rests in a hollow at the foot 
of the roc^ front of Crib y Bhiw, with Diphwys mountain on 
the right, and Llethr behind the crags on the left The tra- 
veller may ascend either of these mountains, or cross over the 
gap in front to Cwm Camlan, or Llyn Cwm Mynach, and thence 
descend either to Tyn y Groes or to the Mawddach estuary. 
Another plan is to skirt the eastern side of Llethr, following the 
Camlan stream to its source in Llyn Ybi,then cross over the gap 
between Llethr and Bhinog Fach, to Llyn Howel and Llyn Per- 
feddau, and walk down Cwm Nantcol to Llanbedr. Also from 
Llyn Dulyn the traveller might cross over the hills direct to 
Cwm Nantcol, or continue on the high ground to the summit of 
Moelfre. 

Iilanbedr to Cwm Bychan, and Bwlch Tyddiad. 

The district around Cwm Bychan and Bwlch Tyddiad is one 
of the wildest and most solitary to be met with in Wales. It 
lies to the N. of Bhinog Fawr, between Llanbedr, Harlech, 
and Trawsfynydd, and may be gained from any of those places. 

From Llanbedr the road is followed which runs by the side 
of the Artro river, for Im., to the hamlet of Gwynfryn, and 
a few himdred yards farther bends to the left, and ascends 
through a plantation, with the stream deep below on the right. 
This rivulet has its sources in the Cwm Bychan lake, and the 
tarns Glolyn, Llyn Du, Llyn y Morwynion, Llyn Eiddew 
Mawr, and Llyn Eiddew Bach, all of which rest amidst scenes 
of wild grandeur, and are worth a visit by those who have 
time to ramble to the out-of-the-way recesses of this district. 
At Pen y Bont a road branches on the right across the stream, 
and leads to Cwm Nantcol and Bwlch Drws Ardudwy. A few 
hundred yards farther another road on the left conducts over 
high tableland to Harlech. For Cwm Bychan lake the 
atranger continues in the shade of trees up- an irregular, rocky 
yalley, with the stream close below flowing over a rugged, 
boulder-strewn bed, and across is the mountain range stretching 
to the top of Bhinog Fawr. Gradually rooky heights appear in 

o 2 
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front, and Craig j Saeth is seen, only separated by a small 
hollow &om Bhinog Fawr. In that hollow is the Glolyn tarn, 
though out of sight from Ihe vale. It is a favourite resort of 
the angler. On arriving at the head of the vale, stony, irre- 
gular heights are on every hand, and Cwm Bychan hike is 
reached, 5}m. from Llanbedr. It rests at the base of Craig y 
8aeth, a fine rocky height which partly hides Rhinog Fawr, 
and away to the K. stretch other wild mountains, the whole 
appearing entirely to hem in the vale. 

The path skirts the shore, and at the head of the lake leaves 
a solitary house on the left, and turns to the right. On every 
hand are savage mountains, and bosses of rock partly clad 
with grass and heather, and blocks are strewn about on every 
side. The whole district is extremely wild and solitary, and 
as the traveller ascends by the rude steps which have been 
formed by slabs of rock, supposed to have been placed there by 
the Komans or the ancient Britons, he will probably picture 
in his mind those far-off times, and perhaps in imagination 
see Boman soldiers wending their way through the pass, or tlie 
Britons defending this rugged fortress from the encroachments 
of tbe foreigner. The top of the pass of Bwlch Tyddiad is a 
narrow gorge with rocky heights on either hand, bestrewn with 
loose stones and partly clad with heather. The distance hence 
to Llanbedr is 6}m., and to Trawsfynydd 5m. The path to 
Trawsfynydd crosses a swampy moorland in a N.E. direction. 

From Bwlch Tyddiad the touritit might walk along the E. 
side of Bhinog Fawr, and pass through Bwlch Drws Ardudwy, 
and by Cwm Nantcol to Llanbedr ; or he might ascend Bhinog 
Fawr, or walk at the N. side of that mountain past the tarns 
Llyn Du and Glolyn. Those fond of a heavy mountain walk 
ought to ascend the rocky heights N. of Bwlch Tyddiad, pass 
Llyn y Morwynion, and over Craig Wion near Llyn Pryfed; 
then continue along the rugged, stony mountains in the direc- 
tion of Maentwrog and Ffestiniog. Almost every one of these 
heights commands fine marine and mountain prospects. 

Harlech may be reached from Cwm Bychan lake by ascend- 
ing due E. along a green hill slope, and then traversing a high 
moorland plateau, the distance being about 6m. 

Dolgelley to Ffestiniog via Trawsfynydd. 

Trawsfynydd^ 12}m. ; Ffestiniog, 18m. 

The first part of this journey is described at page 174, and 
leads along the Mawddach river, by Tyn y Groes, where is 
some of the most charming scenery in Wales. 

After passing the branch road conducting to the Rhaiadr 
Mawddach and Pistyll Cain waterfalls, the road continues in 
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the direction of the Eden stream, an affluent of the Mawddach, 
the scenery gradually becoming less beautiful, though never 
tame or wearisome. 7m. from Dolgeliey the road crosses the river 
at the Dolysfielian bridge, and then gradually ascends and enters 
an open mountain plateau of rocks and waste land, and on the 
left the Diphwys, Llethr, Bhinog Fach, and Khinog Fawr 
mountains are grand, huge masses, seen from base to summit, 
and appearing like the presiding genii of the plain. In front, 
in the distance, are the heights of Moelwyn, Snowdon, and 
Moel Siabod, and to the S. a part of Oader Idris. As the 
traveller proceeds he inhales pure, braoino: air, and just when 
he is likely to begin to feel the road long and dreary; the 
village of Trawsfynydd appears on high ground. The moun- 
tains which rise one after another, in front, are interesting objects. 
The Moelwyn range is very prominent, and to the left of it are 
Moel Hebog, Y Gkumedd Goch, and Mynydd Mawr ; and to the 
right Oamedd Dafydd, Camedd Llewelyn, and Moel Siabod. 
In the rear are the Harlech and Barmouth mountain ranges, 
and Gader Idris. Just before entering the village of Traws- 
fynydd, the Prysor stream is crossed. It rises near Arenig 
Fawr, which is seen on the right, and flows to Maentwrog. 
Boads lead in the direction of the stream across the mountains 
to Bala. In the village is a comfortable hotel, the Cross Foxes. 

Leaving the village, the rearward view i;} lost, and a descent 
is gradually made, the ground traversed being bleak and com- 
paratively barren. The mountains in front are fine objects, 
especially Moelwyn, Moel Hebog, Moel Siabod, and the 
Manods. Some distance from the road, on the right, will be 
observed a round mound on a small hill. It is called Castell 
Tomen y Mur, and is 380 feet in circumference and 36 feet in 
height. On the same hill there is generally supposed to have 
been the Boman station of Heriri Mens, through which ran the 
old Boman road from Cardiganshire to Carnarvonshire. The 
position commands a full view of Cardigan bay, as far as 
Bardsey Isle. Near the tomen there is an oval-shaped plot of 
ground, 18 yards long and 12 yards broad, surrounded by a 
ipound of earth. Some persons think it has been an amphi- 
theatre, others say it is a British camp. 

3m. from Trawsfynydd, close by a school house, the road 
divides; the right hand leading to Ffestiniog, 2^m. distant, 
and the left to Maentwrog, 2m. Following the Ffestiniog road, 
there gradually appear the slate quarries and houses around 
Blaenau Ffestiniog, at the beise of the hills ; and then the 
church and village of Ffestiniog come fully in view. The road 
makes a long circuit to the right, but the pedestrian may save 
l^m. by following a footpath which descends through the 
fields, and oroeses the Cynfael stream and a small ravine near 
some waterfalls, and then ascends direct to the village. 
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Dolgelley to Dinas Kawddwy. 

9} Miles. 

The first 3}m. from Dolgelley to the Gross Foxes' inn aie 
described at page . From the inn follow the road which goes 
S.E. It crosses a brook, and then makes a gradual ascent over 
a peaty tract, with an excellent view of the Gader Idris moun- 
tain. When the summit of Bwlch Oeiddrws pass is attained, 
Gader Idris disappears, a bit of level ground is traversed between 
two green, sloping hills, and then a steep descent is made into 
a secluded glen, with high, smooth mountains on every hand, 
the one on the right being an especially fine, bulky mass. 
This portion of the journey cannot fail to delight the lover of 
moun^un scenery, for he will be alone amongst the hills ; thero 
are no trees or houses, nothing but high, green slopes, the only 
signs of life being a few sheep and cattle. After a steep 
descent, a small house and a fine mountain recess are passed on 
the right ; then, at a sharp turn, another part of the valley is 
reached, where are a few scattered houses, fields, trees, and 
hedges, the whole being enciroled by mountains. As the 
traveller wends his way down, the scene assumes a rural, 
peaceful aspect ; the vale becomes cultivated, and divided into 
fields, by hedgerows dotted with trees, and the streams flow in 
small cascades down the hill sides, screened by an undergrowth 
of shrubs and trees. The mountains on every hand are high, 
and of their kind equal to any in Wales, but without any wild 
or craggy precipices. Dinas Mawddwy, where the tonrifit*s 
walk terminates, is an insignificant place, situated at the junc- 
tion of the two streams Dyfi and Geryst, and the vales leading 
to DalgeUey and Bala. It is tenanted by quarrymen who 
work in the adjoining slate quarries, but formerly it was a 
place of some importance, being a corporate town, and exempt 
from paying tribute to the Welsh princes. It must have been 
very secluded, and, coupled with the adjacent glens, a fit haunt 
for the desperadoes who are said to have resorted to it, and who 
were known in the district under the name of '* Gwylliaid 
Gochion," red banditti. 

The railway terminates Jm. fipom the village. It is a tele- 
graph station, and close by is a large hotel. The line goes 
down the vale to Gemmaes junction and Machynlleth, a dia- 
tance of 12m. ; and travellers in that direction are advised to 
take the train, for the valley below Dinas Mawddwy is compa- 
ratively tame and uninteresting, the hills gradually subsiding. 

Those who follow the road will cross the river close to tne 
railway station, and then have a good view »f the Yillf^^e, 
and down the vale the Plinlimmon range is seen in me 
distance. Im. from I^nas Mawddwy is the pleasant little 



DOLGELLBY TO BALA. 199 

hamlet of Mallwyd, where are a few houses, a small church, and 
a large hotel, the Peniarth Arms. It is much resorted to by 
auglers and sportsmen. A road here branches eastward through 
the heart of Montgomeryshire to Welshpool, a distance of 27m. 
In the Mallwyd churchyard are some fine yew trees, and above 
the porch are two large bones, said by the inhabitants to have 
been found in the vale close by, and to be those of a whale. 
Dr. John Davies, author of a Welsh and Latin dictionary, 
was the incumbent here for many years. During the remainder 
of the journey down the vale there is nothing of special 
interest. 

Dolgelley to Bala, by Boad. 

18 Miles. 

The scenery between Dolgelley and Bala is comparatively 
tame, and there is nothing of special interest, therefore most 
people hasten over the ground by the railway, which runs 
parallel with the road the whole distance. 

After crossing over the Wnion river the road turns to the 
right, and continues for 3m. beneath the shade of trees and 
hedges, with occasional glimpses of the noble front of Gader 
Idris. After passing Bont Newydd station the vale narrows, 
and small heights obstruct the view in the direction of Dol- 
gelley ; the road has again the character of a leafy lane, and 
the river is half hid deep below, on the right. 5m. from Dol- 
gelley is a quaint lodge on the Nannau es&te, and 2m. farther 
is the Drwsynant railway station, pleasantly situated on the 
bank of the river, with a thickly-wooded slope on one side, and 
on the other the outliers of the Aran moimtains. It is a good 
point from whence to commence the ascent of Aran Mawddwy. 
f m. past the station is a small inn. The vale here begins to be 
bare of trees, and a gradual ascent is made to the summit of the 
pass, where, 9^m. from Dolgelley, the watershedding is crossed, 
the source of the Wnion, one of the tributaries of the Mawddach, 
and the Dyfrdwy, one of the sources of the Dee. 

For some distance a bleak tract is traversed, then the district 
becomes clothed with wood, and besprinkled with comfortable- 
looking houses. Arenig Fawr is seen on the left, and Aran 
Benllyn on the right, and in front Bala lake presents a peaoe- 
fal, sylvan aspect, lying at the feet of low, sloping hills. 12im. 
from Dolgelley, at a toll-gate, the traveller has the choice of 
routes, the left-hand road leading along the N. side of the lake, 
and the right to the village and railway station of Llanuwch- 
llyn, and then along the B. shore. It matters little which route 
is taken ; both are pleasant, but without any special features. 
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Bala, is a quiet little town, situated near the foot of Bala lake, 
on the N. Bide of a wide, cultiyated valley. The population of 
the parish is 2516. The surrounding country is tolerably well 
clothed with wood, and the scenery is of a pastoral character. 
The hills are of inferior height, and without any bold rocks or 
preoipices, but the Arans, Cader Idris, and Arenig Fawr, peer 
above them at the head of the h^e, and add interest to the views 
from almost every point. 

After the tourist has arrived at the railway station, he has a 
pleasant journey of ^m. by omnibus, or on foot, to the town. The 
river Dee being crossed, the road rmis close by the shore, whence 
the whole length of the lake is seen to advantage. The town is 
well provided with hotels, the chief of which are the White Lion, 
Plasooch, and Bull's Head. There are four different places of 
worship, besides the church, also an Independent college, and a 
large Galvinistio Methodist college on the slope of a hill. These 
are the only colleges in North Wales belonging to their re&pective 
denominations. The latter was established in honour of the late 
Rev. Thomas Charles, an eminent member of that persuasion, 
and one of the founders of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Charles was buried in the parish church of Llanycil, which is 
situated Im. out of Bala, on the N.W. shore of the lake, and his 
statue, in white marble, by a Welsh artist, which was raised by 
public subscription, stands in front of the Welsh Methodist 
chapel, and is seen between the town and the station. The 
town is a great resort of persons fond of shooting and fishing, 
the neighbouring hills and streams affording excellent sport. 
There are ^Ye annual fairs for the sale of live stock, and a 
market on Saturdays. Close by the town there is a large 
mound, and another small one near the railway station, which 
are probably sepulchral. 

Bala Lake. 

This lake and all its surroundings are in harmony, the hills 
being low, wit^ cultivated slopes, devoid of rocks, and dotted 
with trees almost to their summits, the whole scene producing 
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an aspect subdued and peaceful, though comparatively tame. It 
is the largest lake in Wales, being 4m. long and f m. broad, 
covering an area of 1352 acres. Its greatest depth is 132 feet, 
and its surface 600 feet above the level of the sea. The 
Shropshire Union Canal Ck)mpany regulate the outflow of the 
waters from the lake down the Dee by a sluice in the river 
close to the Bala station, so that the lake acts as a reservoir, 
and they have also two small reservoirs amongst the Arenig 
mountains. 

Bala lake is by some writers called Pimblemere, from Pump 
Plwy, "the lake of the five parishes;" which border it. The 
Welsh name is " Llyn Tegid.*' 

It is a pleasant drive round Bala lake, a distance of 11m. 
As the rail and road run parallel on the S. side and command 
the same views, the pedestrian may go by train to Llan- 
uwchllyn, and thus reduce the walking distance to 6m. 

Between Bala and the railway station the road is close to the 
water, and commands a fine view of the whole of the lake, with 
the Berwyn hills, the Arans, Cader Idris, and Arenig Fawr. 
If the W. wind be blowing from off the water the traveller will 
be reminded of the lines of Tennyson, in which he illustrates 
the tender love and care of Enid for the Prince : — 

** Fiird all the genial courses of his blood 
With deeper and with ever deeper love, 
As the south-west that blowing Bala Lake 
Fills all the sacred Dee." 

Tennyson, it is said, composed a considerable portion of his 
*' Idyls of the King ' whilst residing at Bala. 

After crossing the bridge over the Dee, just where the waters 
leave the lake, a turn is made to the right at the railway station. 
Close by, once existed a castle, called " Castell Gronw," hardly 
any traces of which remain. The town, half hidden by trees, 
has from this part of the road a pretty appearance. The views 
are pleasant across the lake, during the whole of the way to 
LilantiwchUyn, but there is no great variety, nor anything of 
special interest A private station is passed, where Sir Watkin 
Williams Wynn, Bart., usually alights from the train when he 
comes to stay at his fishing seat, at Glan Llyn, seen amongst 
the woods on the opposite bank. 

Leaving Llanuwchllyn village, after looking in the church, 
"where there is a monument of a knight in armour, the Twrch, 
r>yfrdwy, and Lliw streams are crossed, near the head of the 
lake, and then the road becomes shaded by trees, but there are 
pleasant glimpses of the peaceful bosom of the lake, across which 
are the Berwyn hills, and the rugged tops of Aran Benllyn and 
Arenig Fawr are visible. On the left is the eminence of Gaer 
Gai, the site of an ancient fort, supposed to have been a Soman 
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station. The poet Spenser refers to it as the home of the sage 
Timon, foster-father to Prince Arthur : — 

'* His dwelling is fall low in valley green 
Under the foot of Rauran's mossie shore. 
From whence the river Dee, as sil?er clean, 
His tumbling billows rolls with gentle rore.'* 

Im. before reaching Bala there is the little hamlet and church 
of Llanycil, the parish church of Bala, in the graveyard of 
which is the tomb of the Rev. Thomas Charles. When near 
the foot of the lake the peaked summit of Aran Mawddwy 
appears to the left of Aran Benllyn, and a few yards farther 
Bsda is entered. 

Ascent of Aran Benllyn and Aran Mawddwy 

from Bala. 

The two Arans, Aran Benllyn and Aran Mawddwy, constitute 
one of the highest mountain ranges in Wales. They stand be- 
tween the Berwyns and Gader Idris, in the triangle formed by 
the three roads-— Bala, Dolgelley, and Dinas Mawddwy. On 
the N. side they present a long, uninteresting slope of waste 
land, covered with rock, heather, and grass ; but to the S. and 
S.E. are bold precipices and deep cwms, with one or two tarns, 
from which branch wild glens and mountain ranges in the 
direction of Dinas Mawddwy. They may be ascended from 
any of the three places just mentioned. 

From Bala the traveller can go by rail to the village of Llan- 
uwchllyn, at the head of the lake. At the Goat inn, close by the 
station, the summit of Aran Benllyn is visible, about 5ni. distant, 
and the direction to be taken is quite evident. From the inn, 
cross the river, and go under the railway. A few yards farther, 
just before reaching a bridge, pass through a gate, and leave tiie 
river on the left A lane l^uls hence to open moorland ground, 
and on gaining the top of the first knoll, almost the whole of 
the lake is spread to view, the vale and Arenig Fawr present a 
pleasant picture, and to the W. is seen the Gader Idris mom> 
tain. After passing over two or three smaller hills, the top 
comes in view. These lower heights are so uneven, causing the 
traveller to take an up and down course, that he would do well 
to avoid climbing them, but keep them well on his left, and 
gradually ascend by the bare upland plateau of the mountain, 
in the direction of a tiny rill. Gradually, as high ground is 
reached, mountains in the distance appear, including Snowdcm, 
the Glyders, Gamedd Llewelyn, Moel Hebog, Diphwys, Lilethr, 
and the Bhinogs. Just before the top is gained, a small tan, 
Llyn liiwbran, the water from which flows down Gwm does, 
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is seen close below on the left. To the E. and S.E. there is an 
extensiye tract of undulating hills, the Berwyns, apparently en- 
closing secluded vales, but without crags or prominent peaks. 
The tops and sides are mostly round and smooth, and extend 
like immense mountain waves as far as the eye can reach. After 
passing a tiny sheet of water, the small cairn is gained, which 
stands on the top of Aran Benllyn, in the midst of bosses of 
rock. 

There is an extensive prospect in every direction. The whole 
of Bala lake is spread to view, and to the N., across the vale, is 
Arenig Fawr, to the left of which, ill the distance, appears a 
long mountain range, including Gamedd Llewelyn, Camedd 
Dafydd, Moel Siabod, the Glyders, Snowdon, Moelwyn, and 
Moel Hebog, and the Harlech and Barmouth mountains are 
especially well deiined. Due W. are the peaks and wild front of 
Oader Idris, to the right of which are the Mawddach estuary 
and the sea, and to the left another tract of sea, and tlie hollow 
in the direction of Tal y Lyn. Other low hills, with the peak of 
'Aran Mawddwy, are near the spectator. To the 8., over many 
miles of country, are low, undulating hills, and in the fore- 
ground are deep hollows, and steep, green, sloping heights. 

A walk of 2m. on the tops, over smooth grass and small hil- 
locks of rock, leads from Aran Benllyn to Aran Mawddwy. In 
a secluded cwm, at the foot of the S.E. precipices of Aran 
Mawddwy, is the tarn Craig Llyn Dyfl, the source of the Dyfi 
river, and the hills around it appear veiv tempting for a ramble. 
The cairn on the top of Aran Mawddwy is very large, and it 
is said that the peasants in the neighbourhood, having heard that 
Oader Idris was a few feet higher than their own mountain, took 
this means of raising the latter to a superior level. If this were 
so, their labour was in vain, for Cader Idris was already of an 
inferior height. 

The panorama embraces a wide area, but its distinctive feature 
is to the 8., where, as far as the eye can reach, for scores of 
miles, is a vast, undulating plateau of mountain ground, whilst 
the nearer heights in that direction are divided into many beau- 
tiful green, sloping hiUs, and deep hollows. Close at the feet 
of the spectator is the solitary tarn Craig Lyn Dyfi, at the head 
of a cwm little visited by the tourist. To the E., past the front 
of Aran Beull3nQ, is Bala lake, with low, hilly ground beyond. 
^NTorthwards, close by, is a moorland plateau, across which the 
spectator will see Arenig Fawr, and the more distant ranges of 
Camedd Llewelyn, Carnedd Dafydd, Moel Siabod, the Glyders, 
Snowdon, Moelwyn, Moel Hebog, and all the Barmouth and 
Elarlech mountains. To the W., Cader Idris range is a fine pro- 
minent object, with the Doleelley vale, the Mawddach estuary, 
],nd the sea on one side ; and on the other another strip of sea, 
i,ud the hills 8. of the hollow of Tal y Llyn, with the Plinlimmon 
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naige in tbe distance. An easy descent may be made down the 
boilow to the N.W., direct to Drws y Nant railway station, or the 
trayeller can walk to Dolgelley or to Dinas Mawddwy. 

Ascent of Arenig Fawr and Arenig Fach. (2264). 

Atenig Fawr and Arenig Fach are the chief mountains be- 
tween Bala and Ffestiniog. From many points Arenig Fawr 
presents a bold, peak-like aspect, and on nearer approach to it 
it is found to possess some rocky precipices, especially on the 
£. side, at the base of which there is Llyn Arenig, a noble 
expanse of water, one of the largest tarns in the principality. 
The road between Bala and Ffestiniog passes between these 
heights, along a dreary upland valley; and tbe Kb yd y Fen inn, 
situated at their base, half-way between the two towns, is 
usually made the starting-point for the ascent. Another plan 
sometimes adopted is, to take the train to Llanuwchllyn, at the 
head of Bala lake, and follow the course of the Lliw stream 
until a lonely glen is entered, where the ascent of Arenig Fawr 
is commenced. Others will travel on the old Ffestiniog road 
from B.da, and, on gaining high ground, branch for a few 
hundred yards to Llyn Arenig, and ascend direct from the tarn. 
Occasionally, also, parties will arrive from Trawsfynydd, by Cwm 
PrjTSor, or the Cain stream, and gain the summit from the W. 
side. 

The ascent of Arenig Fawr from the Rhyd j Fen inn will 
occupy an hour, or an hour and a half. After crossing the river 
at the bridge, ^m. to the W., bear to the right to a farmhouse, 
and then make a gradual ascent on the left, over ground covered 
with grass. The summit is soon seen, crowned with a well-built 
cairn, and is reached without difficulty. The mountain is centrally 
situated, and commands an extensive view. All around are 
moorlands and low hill& Bala lake is not far distant to the 
S.E., and in the opposite direction is Llyn Tryweryn. To the 
£. are the heights situated between Bala, Llan^Uen, and the 
head of the vale of Clwyd; also those near Gerrig y Drudion 
and Penfcre Foelas. The Carnarvonshire mountains present a 
fine range, extending from the Camedds, past Moel Siabod, 
the Gly<lers, Snowdon, and the Manods, to Moelwyn. There is 
also the fine chain of the Bhinogs, Llethr, and IDlphwys ; and 
the circle is completed by Gader Idri^ the Arans, and the 
Berwyns, with many nearer and lower heights. 

Arenig Fach may be ascended from Rhyd y Fen in lea 
than an hour, and the climb is commenced direct from the iim. 
for the house is close at the foot of the mountain. The top is 
flat, and covered wilh heather and stones. On the N. side a 
small cairn marks the highest point. Here there is visible 
a wide area of hilly moorland, where lie the tarns of Lip 
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Conwy and Llyn Tryweryn. A strip of the sea may also be 
seen in the direction of Port Madoc. There is a noble array of 
mountains, including Moel Siabod, the Camedd Llewelyn range, 
the Glyders, Snowdon, the Manods, and Moelwyn, which is 
especially fine ; the Ehinogs, Diphwys, Llethr, Gader Idris, and 
the Berwyns, and to the E. many inferior heights. The upper 
part of Bala lake is seen, and, by changing the position a few 
yards, in the same direction Llyn Arenlg appears, and below 
the spectator, at the E. side of the mountain, lies Llyn Arenig 
Fach. 

Bala to Dinas Mawddwy. 

18 Miles. 

The first 5m. of this journey can be traversed on either side 
of the lake to the village of Llanuwchllyn, and the pedestrian 
can reach that village by train. 

After leaving Llanuwchllyn, and crossing the Twrch brook by 

an ivy-clad bridge, enter the road which turns to the right, 

aiid ascends along the side of smooth hills, between hedges, for 

2 or 3m., with the stream and Cwm Cynllwyd below on the 

right. Across the hollow rises Aran Benllyn mountain, and to 

the N., Arenig Fawr and other heights are seen, whilst in front 

the view is obstructed by green, smooth mountains. When the 

hollow of Cwm Croes, at the base of Aran Benllyn, is left 

behind, a long, gradual ascent is made, and the hills at the 

head of the vale appear to bar the passage, but the road winds 

and crosses over the top of them, the view still embracing 

Arenig Fawr in the rear and the summit ridge of the Arans on 

the right. The top of the Bwlch y Groes pass is gained 10m. 

from Bala. It is a desolate spot, with smooth hills and deep 

glens on every hand. The descent down the other side of the 

pass goes steeply along the sides of the hills, but in 2m. a long 

Dvinding glen is entered, which is well cultivated, and presents 

a green, peaceful aspect. On either side of the vale are bulky 

hifis, affording pasture for thousands of sheep. The scenery 

here is very fine in every direction, and will amply repay the 

traveller for the toil of the journey. When near the foot of the 

pass, the wild, craggy summit of Aran Mawddwy is seen peering 

over a ^ap in the hills on the right. The rill, which has its 

source in a tarn at the base of Aran Mawddwy, descends the 

rocks in a narrow cascade, and paths lead hence to the top of 

the mountain. When the vale is entered, the heights left 

behind are finely grouped, and present a grand appearance. 

Borrow, the author of ' Wild Wales,' says, that on arriving at 

this point he stood still and exclaimed, " What a valley I 

Scenery of the wildest and most picturesque description was 

rife and plentiful to a degree ; hills were here, hills were there ; 

some tall and sharp, others huge and limipy; hills were on 
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eyery side ; only a slight opening to the west seemed to present 
itself." Uan y Mawddwy, 14m. from Bala, is a small hamlet, 
with a very poor inn, but the scenery around is beautiful. The 
church is ancient, and dedicated to St. Tydecho. Beyond the 
hamlet the road runs between thick hedges down a well- 
cultivated Tale, with high, verdant hills on either hand. Im. 
before arriving at Dinas Mawddwy there are a few houses on the 
Gowarch stream, where the water forms some small cascades, 
and then flows into the Dyfi riyer. On the right is the solitary 
glen of Cowarch, with hills all around it, a spot well worth 
exploring. 

Bala to Llanwddyn. 

12 Miles. 

During this excursion the traveller passes through the most 
beautiful scenery in the neighbourhood of Bala ; first along a 
lovely wooded glen, and then over the Berwyn mountain range, 
to a vale on the S. side. The way, being very hilly and rugged, 
is hardly fit for a carriage, and, therefore, should be traversed 
on foot or on horseback. 

After crossing over the railway, close by the E. side of Bala 
station, the road presently branches to the right, and ascends, 
with a view of the valley of the Dee, the lake and tovm of 
Bala, the inferior heights around, and Arenig Fawr more 
distant. Soon the retrospect is lost, and a descent is made to 
the hamlet of Bhosygwaliau, situated in a small upland vale, 
tolerably well wooded, and with a babbling brook, the HImant, 
flowing over boulders, beneath the shade of the trees. Accord- 
ing to tradition the old bard Llywarch Hen, whose mortal 
remains are reputed to rest in Llanfor church, near Bala, 
retired to the mansion of Bhiwaedog, in this hamlet, after his 
misfortunes, and. there wrote most of his poems. 

When over the bridge, the road runs by the side of the 
stream through a narrow and densely wooded defile, and then 
up a pretty and secluded vale, entirely hemmed in by the hills, 
and containing one or two houses with good grounds. After 
crossing a rill which issues from a dell on the left close by the 
mansion of Aber Himant, formerly the property of the Mostyn 
family, but now of Sir Edmund Buckley, Bart., an ascent is 
commenced, and a view obtained down the glen in the rear. 
On passing another rill and ravine, the head of the vale is 
reached, where high mountain masses seem entirely to obstruct 
the passage, but on leaving the last farmhouse behind, the 
road is found to wind amongst the heath-dad hilla throng^ » 
narrow defile, still following the course of the stream. A 
solitary upland vale is then entered, entirely environed by 
green, sloping mountains, and without house or tree, the only 
denizens of the place being a few sheep, and perhajps the 
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raven or the buzzard. At tho head of the glen the road makes 
a steep ascent up a mountain side, and on gaining the top of 
the pass of Bwlch Bhiw Himant, 6^m. from Bala, the last 
view is obtained down the vale just traversed. The serrated 
ridge of the Arans is seen peering over the intervening hills on 
the right 

Here the tourist might strike off to the right and go over 
Moel y Geifr (2055), and down the very charming vedley of 
Nant Bhyd Wen to Llangower on the lake side, and thence 
along the road into Bala. 

After crossing the watershedding between the tributaries of 
the Dee and Severn, the traveller leaves Merionethshire and 
descends into Montgomeryshire, along desolate, heath-clad, and 
sloping hills. For 2 or 8m. the road winds down the slopes 
through solitary, treeless glens, and with hardly a shepherd's 
hut visible. It is a most out-of-tiSie-way region, but one pleasing 
to those fond of mountain solitudes. First one and then another 
narrow glen and streamlet is left behind, until a view is had in 
front of a little vale containing rich meadows, and encircled 
by high mountains. The hill sides begin to be clad with 
a sprinkling of trees, and a stream flows down a wooded dell, 
over rocks, where it forms one or two cascades. At Bhiwargor 
farmhouse, 9m. from Bala, where the brook is crossed, the 
scenery is very pleasing, the hills being finely grouped, with 
woods at their feet. When a few yards pust the farmhouse, the 
Pistyll y Bhyd or Bhyd y Meinciau fall may be seen flowing 
down the face of a hare rock, ^m. up the branch glen on the 
right. The spot ought to be visited if the tourist has time, the 
surroundings being wild, and the water forming three or four 
cascades which are seen from below in one view. 

By proceeding up the glen above the falls the hills may be 
crossed by a path which goes over the Bwlch y Pawl pass, and 
descends to the Bwlch y Groes road, not far from Llanuwch- 
llyn, whence Bala might be reached by train, thus completing a 
pleasant circular excursion. 

From Btiiwargor the traveller proceeds down thee val, 
parallel with the stream, which flows through fields of flat 
meadow land, ^e whole vale being surrounded by high moun- 
tains, which are divided into individual masses by branch glens 
and streams. These glens will well repay exploring, and the 
mountains are worth ascending should the toturist have time to 
spare for the work. The farmhouse and mansion of Eunant 
stand at the entrance to the glen on the S. end of the noble 
height of Allt yr Eryr. 

By proceeding up the glen in rear of Eunant the traveller 
may reach the road on the Bwlch y Groes pass between Dinas 
Mawddwy and Bala. 

On nearing the village of Llanwddyn there is a view farther 
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8^ and the hills still appear to hem in the vale, bnt they aie 
much lower and tamer than those left behind. At the village 
there is a comfortable hotel, the Fowls Castle Arms. 

From Llanwddyn the traveller may follow the course of the 
Fymwy river to Meifod, and thence reach Welshpool. He 
He may proceed, as already stated, by Eunant or Rhyd y Mein- 
cian to Dinas Mawddwy or Bala ; via Pennant or Hirnant to 
Llangynnog or Llanrhaiadr, and thence direct to Bala ; or rw 
Pistyll Bhaiadr to Llandrillo ; or to Llanfyllyn, a diskknce of 
12m., and there catch the train. The massive hills and se- 
cluded glens, which lie close by the Berwyns, on the S. side, 
are worth exploring: but farther S. this grand aspect dis- 
appears, the hills decrease in height, and the vales widen and 
present little of special interest. The whole district is much 
frequented by anglers, the streams being numerous and affording 
excellent sport 

Bala to Llang^ynnog. 

12 Miles. 

This journey, though not so beautiful as the one to Llan- 
wddyn, still compares favourably with any other from Bala; 
the glen which is entered on the S. side of the Berwyns being 
quite unique, and well worth seeing. 

Travelling from Bala along the Corwen road, on the S. 
side of the river Dee, for about 3m., a road is entered on the 
right which crosses the Calettwr stream, that flows down 
a deep, wooded dell. After making a sharp turn, the road 
winds and ascends along the gorse-clad bill-side, with fine 
retrospective views of the Dee, the near wooded hills, and 
more distant mountains ; whilst across the hollow on the right 
are some of the Berwyn range. A desolate, heath-clad plateau 
is crossed, a road from Llandrillo comes up on the left, the 
heights between Corwen and Bala are conspicuous, and in 
front the hills extending over a wide area are covered with 
heather. The views to the N. and to the right disappear, 
and on the left is seen- a little vale, along which a road leads 
from Llandrillo. Some persons will take the train from Bala 
to Llandrillo and then come up the glen to this point, and thus 
save 4m. of walking, as the distance from Llandrillo tp Llan- 
gynnog is only 8m. The road leaves the village close by the 
church, and runs up the glen, with a stream below on the 
left. 3m. from the village, at a farmhouse, the brook is crossed 
by a wooden foot-bridge, and then a steep ascent is made, with 
a view down the glen to the village of Llandrillo ; on every 
hand are smooth hills covered with ferns, grass, and heather. 
Gradually a wide range of moorland and hills appears, Cader 
Fronwr n being visible. After walking over a desolate, treeless 
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tract, the watershedding is crossed, at the Filltir Gerrig pass, 
and the Bala road is entered, 4m. from Llangynnog. 

A descent is commenced along the side of the hills, and deep 
below, in front, surrounded on every hand by high mountains, 
is a cultivated vale, divided into fields by hedgerows, diver- 
sified by trees. This part of the journey is very fine, the road 
being at a great height, and winding along the side of Craig 
Wen, with a deep hollow on the right, and the sequestered vale 
spread below. The mountains which bound the prospect on 
every side are beautifully grouped. The first sight of the 
vale from the top of the pass is one that if beheld by Br. 
Johnson might have suggested the "happy valley" to his 
mind, so complete is it in itself, so free from intrusion, and so 
shut off, as it were, from the rest of the world. The road 
gradually descends along the sides of the hills to the Llan- 
gynnog village,' situated at the foot of the vale, at the junction 
of the streams Tanad and Eiarth, and at a point where a glen 
branches to the hamlet of Pennant. Below the village the vale 
widens, and the hills aJmost entirely disappear. 

Llangynnog contains two or three inns, and is chiefly 
occupied by quarrymen and miners who work in the adjoining 
slate quarries and lead and phosphate mines. 

Whilst at Llangynnog the tourist ought to walk to Pennant 
church, which is situated 2m. westward, at the head of a little 
romantic glen, near the sources of the Tanad stream. 

From Llangynnog the traveller may follow the course of the 
river Tanad u»r 2m. to Pen y Bont, and thence traverse the 
vale of Hirnant to Llanwddyn. He may go to LlanfyUyn rail- 
way station, 7m. ; or to Llanrhaiadr, 4m., and thence to Pistyll 
Bhaiadr, and over Gader Berwyn to Llandrillo. Pistyll Bhaiadr 
may also be reached direct from Llangynnog by a path that 
crosses the hiUs to some mines in a N.E. direction. The moun- 
tains on every hand are worth ascending for the wide prospects 
which they command. 

Ascent of Cader Fronwen. 

Oader Fronwen (2573) is one of the highest points of the 
bulky range of mountains known as the Berwyn, which extends 
fiom Bwlch y Groes, between Bala and Dinas Mawddwy, to the 
Glyn hills near Llangollen. 

It is best ascended from Llandrillo, the distance being 5m., 
which may be accomplished in two hours. 

Llandrillo is 8m. from Bala, and 5m. from Gorwen, and may 
be reached by train. There is a comfortable inn, the Dudley 
Arms. 

From the village a footpath, twenty yards E. of a brook, goes 
through two fields and enters a cart road close by a farmhouse. 
8. E. p 
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After winding steeply np the breast of a hill, jnst belofw a 
plantation, a wide moorland part of the hills is entered. On 
reaching a rill, follow its direction, keeping it on the right. By 
bending to the left, a long, gradual ascent leads to the summii 
where there is a well-built cairn, in the midst of ground 
covered with grass and heather. 

The prospect is extensive. To the N. and N.W. the eye 
ranges over miles of country to a number of grand Alpine 
peaks, including Diphwys, Llethr, the Bhinogs, Snowdon, the 
Glyders, Gamedd Llewelyn, Moel Siabod, and the Arenigs. 
On either hand are heath-clad^ flat-topped hills, with hollows 
leading to the S., in which dircKstion are the Long Mountain, 
the Breidden hill, and the Wrekin in Shropshire. To the N.£. 
the Glwydian range is visible, with the Jubilee colimm on the 
summit of Moel Fammau. 

The traveller might branch westwards, on the tops, to Oader 
Berwyn, and thence descend to the Pistyll Bhaiadr waterfieUl 
(see next page), or follow the path which ^rts the W. side of 
Oader Fronwen, and leads from near LlandriUo over the hills 
to the Twrch sbream and Llanrhaiadr yn Mochnant. By enter- 
ing a cwm on the S.E. side of the mountain, a pleasant widk 
leads to Llanarmon, on the Oeiriog streauL If the descent be 
made to Llandrillo by the path going N.E., a perfect stone 
circle, foriy yards in circumference, will be passed, consisting 
of thirtrv-five stones, none of which are more than two feet high. 
It is a few yards on the right hand, on an eminence about two- 
thirds of the way down. The road is entered some distance K 
of the village. 

Llanrhaiadr to Pistyll Bhaiadr, and thence over 
Cader Berwyn to Llandrillo. 

This walk includes a visit to one of the largest water&lls in 
Wales, to a pleasant tarn, and to the top of the highest part of 
the Berwyn mountain range. 

The faU is situated at the head of a narrow glen, 4}m. from 
Llanrhaia^, and can be visited by carriage. 

The road runs up the glen by the side of the stream, and 
after travelling 2m. the cascade comes in sight in the distance, 
in front, flowing down the face of a cliffy with a few trees above 
and on each side of it, and the whole set as if in a frame of rock, 
with smooth, sloping hills. On the way are passed a few £arm- 
houses and an old mine, and then the head of the glen is 
reached, a retired place, where, close at the foot of the fall, 
stands a cottage, the occupant of which is glad to provide 
a cup of tea and a little refreshment for the stranger. 
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Following the path for a few yards by the side of the stream, 
the tourist gazes on a wild scene. The water descends in 
a series of cascades 74 feet, and then flows in a white sheet, 
three or four yards broad, down the face of a dark cliff for 183 
feet, into a deep pool, out of which it. issues through a round 
bole, under a natural arch of rock, and falls a few feet into an- 
other pool. It then again descends in a broad sheet for about 
twenty feet, and flows over small ledges of rock to the bed of 
the stream, the total descent being about 300 feet. At the top, 
the base, and along the sides of the cliffs, are a few trees, fir, 
larch, and ash. It is the largest and wildest fall in North 
Wales. Many tourists will be of opinion that the natural arch 
is a defect, preventing the whole fall being seen as one con* 
tinuous sheet of water, but it certainly has the effect of impart- 
ing to the spot a weird-like aspect. 

The stream, which forms the fall, may be traced to its source 
along a pathless part of the heath-clad hills, and then the road 
entered at the Filltir Gerrig pass, leading between Bala and 
Llangynnog (see page 209). A descent can also be made on 
tlie N. side of the Mils down a glen leading direct to Llan- 
drillo. 

Above the waterfall, on a knoll near the stream, at Rhos y 
Beddau, there is a remarkable stone circle, designated Oerrig 
y Beddau, branching from which there is a stone avenue more 
than. 60 yards in length. 

From the fall an ascent may be made along the sequestered 
upland glen of Nant y Llyn to the tarn, Llyn Llync Caws, which 
lies l^m. distant, in a rocky recess under Moel Sych and Gader 
Berwyn. Leaving the cottage, follow a streamlet due E., keep- 
ing it on the left. A path will be found running along the 
side of the hills, and as the water flows from the tarn no mis- 
take can be made. The tarn is not a large sheet of water, but 
rests in a quiet recess, and Moel Sych (2716) and Oader Berwyn 
mountains are easily ascended from it by climbing along the 
grassy slope on either side. 

A descent may be made from the tops, down the S. slopes 
direct to Llandrillo, as all the rills and hollows lead in that 
direction. To reach Cader Fronwen, the summits must be 
traversed due £. for nearly 2m., and then a path leads K. to 
Llandrillo, S. by the Twrch stream to near Llanrhaiadr village, 
and S.E. to the Ceiriog river. 

Pistyll Bhaiadr might be visited from the Bala district, by 
walking up a glen from Llandrillo to the farmhouse mentioned 
at page 208, and thence climbing the fell on the left, and cross- 
ings over the mountains in a direction nearly due S. Another 
plan is to follow a path from the village of Uandrillo to the 
erect stone at Bwlch Maengwynedd, and then.ce strike west- 

p 2 
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ward along the faaae of th^ Borwyn rookB in the dizeotion of a 
slate quarry. 

Bala to OorwexXy by Boad. 

There are two, or rather three, roads from Bala to Gorwen. 
The new road, 13|m., follows the course of the Dee, keeping 
the left bank until near Llandderfei, and then crosses to the 
opposite side, and thence through Llandrillo. When across 
the Dee, opposite Llandderfei, it is joined by a road which runs 
from Bala railway station, at the foot of the hills, on the S. side 
of the vale. The old road, 12im., is rather shorter, but more 
hUly ; it traverses a narrow upland vale some distance to the 
N. of the Dee. 

The new road crosses the Tryweryn river at the E. end of 
the town, and leaves on the left the park and mansion of Bhiw- 
las, the ancestral seat of the Price famUy. Im. from Bala the 
road goes over a brook, and passes through the village of Llan- 
for, which, according to tradition, was the burial place of 
Llywarch Hen, a Cambrian prince, and a celebrated l^d and 
warrior of the seventh century, who, after many misfortunes and 
the loss of all his sons, is said to have died at the advanced 
age of 150. Some of his poems are still extant, ^m. beyond 
Llanfor the old road branches to the left. Gradually Arenig 
Fawr, Gader Idris, and the Arans disappear. 4:im. from 
Bala the road spans the Dee, at a stone bridge, dose by Lilan- 
dderfel railway station and an inn. Just before crossing the 
river, the village of Llandderfei may be reached by branch- 
ing a few yards on the left. 

The S. side of the Dee is gained near Pale, the residence of 
Mr. Henry Eobertson, M.P., the engineer of several lines con- 
nected with the Great Western Company in the district, and 
the designer of the viaduct over the Dee. The road hence 
continues along the base of the hill, with views across the 
valley, which here bears the name of the Edeimion vale. It is 
in places tolerably well wooded, but there is nothing note- 
worthy on the way, although an old writer. Pennant, speaks 
of it as the ,'^ matchless vale of Edeimion," and adds that the 
scenery requires the pencil of Salvator Bosa. At Llandrillo 
village the mountains open on the right, and a stream flows 
down a glen leading to the Berwyn mountains. The village 
is a good starting point for the ascent of Cader Fronwen, one 
of the highest of the Berwyn range ; also for a visit to Pistyll 
Bhaiadr waterfall, which is 8m. distant on the S. side of the 
Berwyns ; and for a journey over a solitary mountain pass to 
the village and glen of Llangynnog. Cader Fronwen may also 
be ascended from the road at the fourth milestone from Co^ 
wen, close by a rill. At Cynwyd village, 2m. from Corwen, the 
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Trystion stream issues from a dell, where it forms one or two 
pretty cascades, near a mill lefs than }m. aboye the village. 
A bridle road runs up the glen and across the Berwyns into 
the yale of the Geiriog. Between Gynwyd and Gorwen is 
Llangar church, near the river. The vale here widens in the 
direction of Gerrig v Drudion and the Alwen river, and Arenig 
Fawr is visible in the distance. 
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LLANOOLLEir. 

Llangollen, with a population of about 3500 (parish 5987X » 
pleasantly situated on the S. bank of the Dee, in a hollow 
sunoimded by moderate-sized hills, which are partly clothed 
with wood, and divide the TaUey into a number of dales. 
About a nule N. of the river the vale is bounded by a fine 
escarpment of limestone, which is partly hid behind a round 
hill that is crowned with the picturesque ruins of Dinas Br&n 
castle. The banks of the river are fringed with trees, and the 
water flows over sloping ledges of rock, and beneath a bridge of 
four arches, built about 1346, by Bishop Trevor, which used to 
be classed amongst the seven wonders of Wales. The chief 
hotels are the Hand, Boyal, Eagles, Cambrian, and Grapes. 
The town contaias little of interest, and it is chiefly noted for 
its breweries and flannel manufetctories, but the tourist may 
spend a few days here very agreeably in wandering amongst 
the neighbouring hills ana dales, the scenery on every himd 
being beautiful, but without the savage grandeur to be met 
with in the more mountainous districts. Most tourists only 
pay a hasty visit of one or two days, in order to see Plas 
Kewydd, Dinas Br&n castle, Yaile Grucis abbey, Llantysilio 
church. Barber's hill, and the Eglwyseg rocks; but persons 
with more leisure might stay a week or two without exhausting 
the district, as its charm is the great variety of scenery in its 
many glens and hills. ^ 

Plas Newyddl 

Few visitors to Llangollen leave without visiting Plus 
Newydd, situated on rising ground on the S. side of the town, 
and which is reached in one or two minutes by turning to the 
right after passing in front of the church and the Hand hotel. 
The house is small, but quite a curiosity. The woodwork of 
the doors and windows, both in and out, and the staircase and 
other parts, are of richly carved old oak, obtained from various 
parts of Oreat Britain and the continent ; some of which axe 
of great value and antiquity. There are also unique pieces of 
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stained glass, and in some of the rooms are a few curiosities. 
The grounds around are pleasantly shaded by aged trees. 
The house is now the property of General Yorke, who has 
restored the place, and added much of his own exquisite 
carving in ivory and oak. It is kept as a show place, and is 
occupied by a person who exhibits it to strangers at a charge 
of Qd, each. 

Plas Newydd is famed for having been the residence of two 
ladies, generally termed *'The Ladles of LhmgoUen," Lady 
£leanor Butler, aunt to the Marquis of Ormonde, and Miss 
Ponsonby, a member of the BessDorough family. They are 
said to have been attractive young persons who had many 
advantageous offers, but having formed a romantic affection for 
each other, they could not bear the idea of separation which 
the marriage of either would occasion, and therefore "they 
resolved to live together a life of celibacy. With this object 
they fled from home in Ireland, but were overtaken and 
brought back. Again they escaped. Lady Eleanor in the dress 
of a peasant girl, and Miss Ponsonby as a smart footman, in 
top-boots and buckskin breeches. Having admired the situa- 
tion of Plas Newydd, and Lady Eleanor being possessed of an 
ample fortune, they bought the residence and grounds, rebuilt 
the house, and settled here, in 1778, remaining imtil they were 
taken away by death, half a century afterwards. The old oak 
carvings pat in the buildings were, for the most part, the gifts 
of friends who knew the ladies' taste for such things. The two 
spinsters lived lives of pure friendship, paid and received visits, 
were beloved by the poor, and highly respected by all who 
knew them. In their dress they were as singular as in their 
mode of life, wearing their hair powdered, short, and imourled, 
a man's hat and neckcloth, and blue riding habits. Lady 
Butler died in 1829, aged 90, and Miss Ponsonby in 1831, aged 
76. A faithful servant, Mary Carrol, died before them, and all 
three were interred in one grave in the churchyard of Llan- 
gollen. A pillar over the temb bears an appropriate inscrip- 
tion. 

The tourist can return to the town by a road on the S. side 
of Plas Newydd. 

Dina4B Br£n Castle. 

Dinas Br&n castle, a most picturesque ruin, perched on the 
summit of a sugar-loaf, isolated hill, is a prominent object from 
almost every part of the surrounding hills and dales. The 
tourist may ascend the hill on a donkey or on foot, the distance 
from the town being IJm. Donkeys and drivers stand for hire 
close by the railway station. 

When over the bridge and the railway, bend to the right. 
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aad, twentr yards fieiriher, enter a road on the left which 
aioends and crosses the canal, commanding a good yiew of the 
town, Barher's hill, and the Hoel j Gamelin range of monn- 
tains. Here a path leads across the fields direct to one or two 
houses, and avoids descending on the right. This is tbe 
nearest way to the summit of the hilL Vthen over the canal 
the road l>ends to the left The right-hand road leads to the 
Eglwyseg rocks, and when near the rocks a path leads also to 
the castle. Following the left-hand road for nearly im^ a 
steep lane on the right is entered, and at a cottage, where 
ginger beer is sold, the path turns to tbe left, passes throngh a 
gate, and then commands a fine view of the castle, and the 
Eglwyseg rocks appear in front On the left are Dinbren 
hall, and the Moel y Gamelin range of mountains. The foot 
of the hill is soon gained, whence opens a beautiful prospect, 
including the town, Barber*s hill, the mansion of Tyn Dwr, 
the Giyn hill, and the limestone rocks. After a few minutes* 
steep ciimb up the smooth hill side, the summit is reached, and 
an eztensiye view obtained on all sides. The town is a pretty 
object close below, behind which rises the high ground of 
tiie Glyn hills. To the E. the river is seen winding beneath 
wooded banks, down the vale, which, in the distance, is crossed 
b^ the arches of the viaduct. The Eglwyseg rocks are 
mctoresque objects close by on the N. To the W., beyond 
Dinbren hall, there are pretty little vales and hills around 
Llantysilio, with the Moel y Gamelin mountain range in the 
background. On a dear day the summit of Snowdon is visible 
in the distance. 

The ruins of the castle, which appear so attractive from 
below, lose much of their interest when the tourist gains the 
summit of the hill. They are merely low, rough walls, without 
any special architectural features. Hiasses are also strewn 
about, and there is a moat on one side, and a weU of water on 
the top. The building has been large and strong. Amongst 
the ruins a small house has been erected, where lemonade is 
sold. 

The castle is commonly called '' Crow castle," but the proper 
name is Dinas Brdu, which is supposed by some to be derived 
from the stream Br&n, that flows close by the hill ; but others 
have suggested that it means ^the chieftain's citadel," Brftn 
being the root of Brenhin, king, or Brennus. Little is known 
of ihe ori^n or history of the building. Probably it is the site 
of a British and Roman fort. In the year 1200 it is said to 
have been the dwelling of Madog ap Grufiydd Maelor, the 
founder of the neighbouring abbey. In 1890 it was the resi- 
dence of a beautiful young lady, Myfanwy Fechan, whose 
father, Edwynen Fechan, of the house of Tudor Trevor, held 
the castle under the Earl of Arundel, in the reign of Richard H. 
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She Was beloved by Hywel ap Einion LyglM, a celebrated 
bard, who addressed her in an impassioned ode, still extant. 
At what time the castle was demolished there is no certain 
information. It was of some consequence dnring the wars of 
Owen Glyndwr, and was a ruin in the time of Henry VIII. 

Valle Crucis Abbey. 

This, the largest and most picturesque abbey ruin that is to 
be met with in North Wales, is situated in a secluded Tale, 
If m. from Llangollen. 

It was founded in the year 1200 by Madoc ap Gruffydd 
liaelor, lord of Bromfield and Yale, who lived at Binas Brftn 
castle. The monks were of the Cistercian order. The church 
consisted of a nave and aisles, N. and S. transept, with chapels 
on the E. side, choir, and central tower. The tower was 
standing in the reign of Elizabeth, but there is no record as to 
whether it fell or was demolished. The only vestige of the 
roof is on the E. side of the S. transept. The most elegant 
part of the ruins is the W. end, the doorway and windows being 
perfect. The portions of the edifice on the S. side, which are 
now used as rarm buildings, consist of sacristy and chapter^ 
houses with dormitories alS)ve. Above the W. window is a 
mutilated inscription in memory of Abbot Adam, who is sup- 
posed to have lived in the reign of Edward III. The ruins 
now belong to the owners of Trevor Hall. The abbey was 
sometimes called Llan Egwestl, and sometimes Valle Grucis. 
It bore the latter name as far back as 1290, as proved by 
writings still extant, and is so named from the adjacent stone 
cross or pillar, called Eliseg's Pillar, which stands on a mound 
two fields above the abbey. 

lilantysilio Chiircli. 

A wallE of 2m. along the road on the K.W. side of the vale, or 
by the bank of the canal, leads to Llantysilio church, which 
stonds on one of the sweetest spots in the district. The traveller 
can take the train to Berwyn station, where a chain-bridge 
crosses the river, close by a small hotel. The chain-bridge can 
be also reached by the road on the 8. side of the valley. The 
river flows over a stony bed beneath high banks of wood and 
rock, and all around are hills clothed with trees, dividing the 
district into a number of pretty little vales. On the high 

f round, above the Chain-bridge inn, stands the mansion of 
(ryntysilio, the summer residence of Mr. Theodore Martin, the 
autiior of the ' Life of the Prince Consort.' A short distance 
farther up the river there is a semicircular weir forming a 
beautiftil cascade, which was oonstructed by Telford for the 
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lupose of feeding the EUesmere canal. Close behind is the 
ittle church of Lhrntysilio, where English and Welsh services 
are held every Sunday, delightfully situated in a secluded, well- 
wooded vale, close by the river Dee, and the park of Llantysilio 
hall. In the churchyard are some Isu^e yew trees, and the 
whole scene is so calm and lovely that many people will be 
ready to say, in Shelley's words, *' it might make one in love 
with death to think one would be buried in so sweet a place." 
From the church, the tourist might proceed farther np the 
▼ale, or ^ to Yalle Grucis abbey and Eliseg's pillar, by the 
road in either direction, or over the hill by footpath. 

The Eglwyseg Bocks. 

On the N.E. side of the Yale of Llangollen there is a noble 
escarpment of limestone rocks, presenting a picturesque front, 
about 4m. in length, extending from behind Dinas Bi4n castle, 
and curving N.W. to a sequestered nook, called the World's 
End. 

A carriage-road runs at the base of the rocks, along the length 
of the range ; and on the summit the pedestrian may wander 
about on a grassy carpet, with a mountain breeze, and ever- 
varying prospects down the cliffs to the vales and neighbouring 
hills. 

With a carriage the tourist may have a delightful drlTo to 
the World's End, 5m. distant ; or, after passing Dinbren hall, 
and gaining the foot of the rocks, 2m. from the town, he may 
turn to the right, and continue beneath the crags until, at a 
house on the high ground to the E., where there is an extensive 
view over a plain past Wynnstay and Wrexham, a road de- 
scends by Trevor hall, and Llangollen is reached after a 10m. 
drive. 

The pedestrian will perhaps enjoy the walk over the rocks 
more than any other exciursion in the Llangollen district. Those 
who do not think a stroll of 12m. too far, will do well to go past 
the castle, ascend the rocks at the E. end, walk on the top the 
length of the range, and then descend to the World's End, 
returning by the rc^ at the base of the crags. 

Llangollen to Corwen. 

10 Miles. 

The road between Llangollen and Corwen runs parallel with 
the rail and river through a richly-timbered vale. Telford's road 
traverses the S. side of the valley, at the foot of the Berwyn range 
of mountains, and commands some excellent views, but manv 
tourists will prefer the more secluded and shaded road which 
passes Llantysilio church, and keeps on the N. bank of the Dee. 
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5m. from Llangollen the main road passes through the village 
of Glyndyfrdwy. The Berwyn inn, near the village, is a 
favourite house with anglers, and commands a beautiful view 
of the vale, and a long reach of the Dee. Glyndyfrdwy is the 
best starting point for the ascent of Moel Fema, one of the prin* 
cipal heights of the Berwyn range. Close by the railway 
station a bridge crosses the river. Some distance beyond the 
Berwyn inn, and about Jm. before arriving at Carrog station, a 
small, fir-clad mound stands on the right, on the bank of the 
Dee. According to tradition it is the site of one of Owen 
Glyndwr's chief posts, but not a trace of any building remains, 
and it is very doubtful whether one ever existed here, although 
the great chieftain possessed this valley and the neighbouring 
land, and is said to have been able to stand on a certain spot 
and see forty miles of his patrimony. Although Owen Glyndwr 
may never have resided in this particalar glen, his countrymen 
inseparably associate it with his name, and the tourist acquainted 
with his history cannot travel through the district without 
dwelling on his remarkable career, for Glyndwr and Llewelyn 
are held in much the same honour by the Welsh as the Scotch 
award to their favourite heroes Bruce and. Wallace. Owen 
Glyndwr was the great grandson of the last Llewelyn, and is 
supposed to have been bom in 1849 or 1354, in the reign of 
Edward III. His real name was Owain ap Gryffydd, but after- 
wards he received the appellation of Glyndwr or Glyndyfrdwy, 
*'tbe glen of the waters of the Dee." After many gallant 
exploits, and a romantic and marvellous career, his death 
terminated the last struggle for Welsh independence. He has 
been immortalized by Shakspeare in his * King Henry lY.' 

Corwen is situated at the foot of a high rock on the N. side of 
the Berwyn mountain range. It is near the junction of the 
Dee with the Alwen, and from it roads lead to Llangollen, Bala, 
Bettws y Coed, Ruthin, and Wrexham. Behind the town, a 

C'h ascends to the top of the rocks, where a heap of stones 
been erected, a flagstaff being placed in the centre, to com- 
memorate the marriage of the Prince of Wales. The spot bears 
the name of Glyndwr*s seat, and it commands a beautiful view 
of the valley and neighbouring hills. From Corwen strangers 
occasionally visit the falls of Cynwyd, 2m. beyond, on the 
Bala Toeud ; and the falls of Pont Glyn Diphwys, 6m. distant, 
on the way to Cerrig y Drudion. 

The camp of Caer Drewyn is visible from Corwen, on the hill 
that stands Im. distant, on the N. side of the Dee. It is 
probably ancient British or Roman, and is one of the chain of 
forts extending from Dyserth. 
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Ascent of the Moel 7 G«.melin mountaixL range. 

This is by far the best ascent which can be made £rom the 
neighbourhood of Langollen. The heights, which are seen 
from the town, stand about 5m. distant, at the head of the Tale 
of Llantysilio, and to the N.W. of Valle Orucis abbey and the 
road to Kuthin. They consist of four or five round, sloping 
summits, clothed with heather. The ascent, which occupies 
two hours, might be made direct &om Llantysilio, or from the 
Buthin road, close by some (date quarries, but perhaps the 
best plan is to commence climbing by the side of the tram- 
w*iy direct from the abbey of Valle Crucis. A ride may occa- 
sionally be obtained up the incline in a truck, but tourists who 
object to run the risk of such a mode of ascent can surmount 
die slope by a winding path, haying the tmmway on the left. 
The landscape embraces the abbey of Valle Grucis, the vale 
of Llantysilio, the town of Llangollen, the Glyn hills, and part 
of the limestone rocks. At the top of the tramway incline, 
the summits of Aran Benllyn and Aran Mawddwy appear to 
the W. over the Berwyns, the limestone rocks are well dis- 
played, and the glen of Valle Orucis, with the river Dee and 
the town of Llangollen, combine to form a pretty picture. The 
tramway may be followed in its winding course round the hill 
slopes, out the better plan is to keep on the tops, where there 
are some fine views. Close below, on the left, is the Llanlisilio 
vale, with the river Dee winding round low hills, beneatih banks 
fringed with trees. On the opposite side are the Eglvryaeg 
rocks, Dinas Br&n castle, and the town of Llangollen ; more 
distant are the Glyn and Berwyn hills, the Arans and Snowdon. 
Moel y Gamelin range also stands nobly in front. The pedes- 
trian will enjoy rambling on these heights, as there are no walls 
or fences, and the ground is covered with a green carpet of 
short grass, interspersed with bunches of gorse. On arriving 
at the slate quarry the tourist will be repaid by spending a few 
minutes in inspecting the workings. Hence a short* steep 
dimb over heather leads to the top of Moel y Gamelin ; or a 
path may be followed on the right for a little distanoe, when 
the view opens to the N., and by climbing up the fidope on the 
left the top of Moel y Gamelin is gained. A grand panorama is 
now spread to view to the N. and S., but esp^iaUy to the N., 
along the whole length of the vale of Clwyd, which looks like an 
immense garden, with Moel Fammau range prominent on the £1, 
and high, sloping tableland on the W. side. Llandegla and 
Bryn Eglwys are close below; and Snowdon, Moel Siabod, 
Arenig Fawr, and the Arans, are in the distance. Turning in 
the opposite direction, the river Dee is seen flowing through 
the sylvan vales of Llantysilio and Llangollen, from which rise 
the Eglwyseg rocks, Dinas Br&n castle, the Glyn and Berwyn 
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hills ; and more distant are the great plains of Cheshire and 
Shropshire, the Wrekin, and the Breidden and Montgomery- 
shire hills. 

After a descent to the gap where the road crosses the hills 
from Llantysilio to Bryn Eglwys, a steep climb, amongst heather, 
leads to the top of Moel y Gaer, where are traces of a British 
or Boman camp, partly surrounded by a trench. The summit 
commands a view of the vales of Glwyd, Llandegla, and Bryn 
Eglwys to the K., with Moel Fammau ran^e, the hilly land 
between the Clwyd and the Conway, and in the distance Snow- 
don, the Arans, and the Berw3ms. To the S. are the vales of 
Llantysilio and Llangollen, with Dinas Brd.n castle, the Eglwy- 
seg rocks, and the Glyn hills. Close bv, on one side, is Moel 
y Gamelin, and on the other Moel Mor^dd. This situation is 
very central for a camp. By signal it would be in communica- 
tion with most of the hill camps in North Wales, and from it 
soldiers could march in almost any direction. 

After one cr two ups and downs, with the village of Bryn 
Eglwys a pretty object below on the right, and prospects in 
everv direction, a long, steep pull leads to the top of Moel 
Morfydd, whence are seen the wooded hills and the vales 
through which flows the river Dee. Llantisilio is close below, 
Llangollen town is hid, but the Dinas Br&n castle, the lime- 
stone crags, and the Glyn and Berwyn hills are fully displayed. 
To the W. are the Arans, Arenig Fawr, and Snowdon. On 
the B. are Bryn Eglwys, Llandegla, and the vale of Clwyd, 
with the Moel Fammau range of mountains. Moel y Gamelin 
obstructs the view to the E. 

A descent may be made on the N. to Bryn Eglwys, or on the 
S. to the Llantysilio vale; or by continuing westward over 
heath-clad, hilly ground the traveller may reach Glyndyfrydwy, 
or Gorwen. 

Wynnstay. 

Wynnstay, the residence of Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bart., 
M.P., stands in the midst of a large and richly-wooded park, 
on the N. bank of the Dee. The public have admittance to the 
grounds, which are 8m. in the circumference, the chief entrance 
gate being in the village of Buabon. The carnage drive, nearly 
Im. long, runs beneath a splendid avenue of large oaks and elms. 
One aged oak, called Sir John Wynn, measures 36 feet in cir* 
cumference. The park is well stocked with red and fallow 
deer. Watt's dyke, which passes right through the grounds, is 
said to be the origin of the name, which was originally Wattstay, 
and was changed to Winnstay, about the year, 1670, when it 
came into the possession of the Wynn family, by the marriage 
of the heiress of Eyton Evans with Sir John Wynn, the last 
baconet of the Qwydyr line. 
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Eftrly in the thirteenth century, Wyrmst&j is said to have been 
the residenoe of Madoc ap Gryfudd Maelor, Lord of Bromfield 
and Yale, and founder of Yale Crucis abbey. The old mansion, 
which had been erected in the sixteenth century, was destroyed 
by fire in 1858, when many valuable paintings, ancient Welsh 
MSS., and other articles of vertu, including a cabinet, the gift 
of Charles Edward, Prince of Wales, were devoured by tbe 
flames. The new building is an imposing mass, in the Benais- 
sance style. It contains family portraits by Doel, and a valuable 
coUection of pictures by Wilson, Sir Joshua Reynolds, A». 
Visitors are admitted to the mansion only when the fiEunily is 
away. There are two towers and a column in the park and 
grounds. The column is 90 feet high, and was erected to the 
memory of the grandfather of the present baronet, the inscrip- 
tion upon which was written by the g^reat statesman, Loni 
Grenville. One of the towers is to commemorate the battle of 
Waterloo. The other overhangs the pretty dingle of Nant 
y Belan, and was erected by the late Sir Watkin to the 
memory of bid comrades in arms who fell during the rebeUion 
in Ireland in 1798. It also contains memorial tablets to Col. 
Williams Wynn, and other Welsh soldiers who fell in the (Mmea. 
The prospects from these monuments, and from various emi- 
nences in the grounds, are extensive. A whole day may be 
pleasantly spent in sauntering about the park, especially by 
the sequestered dell, ** the steep banks being richly clad with 
light foliage, while the river runs along the bottom, now foam- 
ing over broken and projecting rooks, and presently flowing 
smooth and voiceless, and reflecting with a softened lustre the 
rich tints of the pendant trees, and grassy knoUs." 

UangoUen to Cliirk. 

Chirk castle is situated 4m. from Llangollen, over the hills 
which stand on the S. side of the river Dee. It may be reached 
by rail, or by following the road down the valley, G^m. ; by 
a path which crosses over tbe £. end of tbe Glyn hills, 
4m.; or by a road that ascends the Glyn hills behind Plas 
Newydd, 6m. 

By road, tbe traveller has the river deep below on his left, 
across which, the hill crowned with tbe ruins of Dinas Brin 
castle, and the Eglwyseg rocks, are prominent objects. As he 
proceeds by the side of low hills, the castle, the rocks, and 
Trevor ball are left behind ; and in front tbe view opens down 
tbe vale to tbe arches of the aqueduct and viaduct, the Water- 
loo tower, in Wynnstay park, peers above a cluster of trees, and 
across the river are small hills, dotted with« villages and tall 
chimneys, denoting the commencement of a coal-neld, which 
stretches N. to the sea near Flint. At times the^ prospect both 
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in front and in rear is pleasing, the castle and limestone rocks 
being seen in one direction, while in the other the arches which 
span the vale are striking features. 

The traveller may branch from the road for a few yards, and 
visit the aqueduct, a path leading across the structure to the 
opposite side of the veJe, and commanding a delightful view of 
the Dee. It is also advisable to descend to the bank of the 
river, so as to be fully impressed with the magnitude of the 
woirk. It is called the Font Cysylltau aqueduct, and was con- 
structed by Telford at a cost of 47,000/., for the purpose of con- 
veying the EUesmere and Chester Canal over the valley. It 
was commenced in 1795, and opened in 1805. There are 
19 arches, each 45 feet span. The water is conve^^ed in an open 
trough of iron, 11 feet 10 inches broad. There is also a towing 
path, 4 feet in width, furnished with an iron palisade, more 
than breast high, as a protection for man and horse. 

The viaduct, situated Im. farther down the valley, is part 
of the Great Western railway running between Chester and 
Shrewsbury. The work was executed by Mr. Thomas Brassey, 
the eminent railway contractor, after designs by Mr. Henry 
Robertson, the engineer for the line, M.P. for Shrewsbury. It 
was opened in 1848, having cost upwards of 80,000/., and oo- 
cnpied two years and a hsJf in construction. The length is 
1508 feet; height, 147 feet; number of arches 19, of 60 feet 
span ; the whole being of freestone. 

Returning to the road, the traveller here proceeds throngh an 
agricultural district. Presently Ofia's dyke is crossed, and is 
very distinct on either side of the road. A few yards beyond 
the dyke the Whitehurst turnpike gate is passed, and a little 
distance farther a road diverges on the right direct to Chirk 
castle. The coach road crosses the railway and canal, and leads 
to Ohirk village. 

Chirk Castle. 

This castle is in excellent preservation, and is one of the 
most interesting feudal buildings in the kingdom. It stands 
in a well-timbered park, on high ground above the Ceiriog 
glen, and commands a wide prospect, which, according to the 
exaggeration of old writers, is said to embrace seventeen coun- 
ties. It is a combination of castle and mansion, in shape 
almost a square, with low, massive towers at each comer, and 
another tower in the centre of the N. front, through which 
is the principal gateway. Within, is a quadrangular area, 
160 feet long and 100 feet broad. The N. and E. sides have 
been restor^ and embellished by the late Mr. Fugin, and 
contain the state and domestic apartments. The stranger is 
conducted through rooms full of portraits and other paintings 
and works of aft. There is also some old tapestry; and a 
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special object of attraction is a cabinet, one of the finest in 
England, given by Charles IL to Sir Thomas Myddelton, and 
gaid to be worth 10,000/. It is composed of ebony, inlaid with 
tortoise-shell and silver, and upon it are numerous paintings, 
ascribed to Bubens, illustrating the miracles of Christ. 

The visitor is also shown Charles I/s bedroom. The bed in 
which the king slept has been removed to another part of the 
castle, but most or the furniture now in the room was there 
when the apartment was occupied by the king. In the servants' 
hall are some old armour and muskets of the time of the Com- 
monwealth. The domestic chapel is interesting. Before leav- 
ing, the visitor will ascend the ramparts by a Sight of steps in 
th^ S.W. comer, whence a magnificent view of the surrounding 
country is gained. Offii's dyke runs through the park near the 
N.W. comer. 

The castle is supposed to have been erected on the site of an 
ancient fortress, called ** Castell Crogen," near which was fought 
the battle of Crogen, in. 1164, when Henry U. made an in- 
glorious retreat before Owen Gwynedd. The present castle 
was erected by Boger Mortimer, to whom Edward I. granted 
the lordship of Chirk. In 1595 it was sold to Sir T. Myddelton, 
Lord Mayor of London, and brother of the famous Sir Hugh, 
the projector of the New Biver scheme. It is now the prepay 
and residence of Mr. B. Myddelton Biddulph, the male line of 
tile Myddeltons having failed in the early part of this century, 
and the estates being divided amongst three sisters, one of whom 
became espoused to a Biddulph. 

During the wars between Charles I. and the Parliament, Sir 
Thomas Myddelton, the then owner of the castle, played a 
prominent part. When member for Denbigh, he at first took 
the part of the king, but afterwards went over to the other side, 
and the Boyalists seized the fortress in his absence. He was 
appointed to the command of the parliamentary forces in Wales, 
and at Welshpool, in conjunction with General Mytton, he 
defeated and shattered Prince Bupert's regiment of horae, and 
took Powis castle, then a great Boyalist strongholdL Sir 
Thomas besieged his own castle, but could not capture it 
At a later period he once more changed sides, and held the 
castle for the king, but, after a siege, was obliged to surrender. 
He subsequently repaired the edifice, at a cost of 80,000/. 

A footpath leads almost direct to the railway station, irhidi 
is I^m. E. of the castle. 

Oswestry. 

Oswestry is situated in Shropshire, near the Welsh borden* 
on the railway between Chester and Aberystwyth. It is tiie 
head quarters of the Cambrian railway, and the Great Western 
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have also a station here ; but the two companies not being in 
accord, the lines are not connected, and the stations are about 
twenty yards apart. The population of the borough is 7308. 
The chief hotel is the Wynnstay Arms. Market day, Wednesday. 
There is little of interest for the tourist. In the streets are a few 
old timber houses. On a mound there are very slight traces of 
a castle, said to be of Norman origin. The church tower is 
old and massive, partly clad with ivy ; and in the graveyard is 
an avenue of lime trees. Some distance W. of the church is a 
spring, called Oswald's well, arched with stoue, on which there 
is a sculptured head of King Oswald. In the year 642, a battle 
was fought near here between Oswald, king of Northumberland, 
and Penda, king of Mercia, when the formtir was defeated and 
filain. ^m. N.W. of the town is the site of an ancient campt 
called, Old Oswestry, surrounded by three or four mounds and 
trenches, half hidden by trees, and a thick growth of under- 
wood. No traces of buildings remain, but the camp has been 
large, and in all probability an important Eoman station. The 
story is that in former times the town of Oswestry stood here. 
Races are held annually in September, the race ground bein^ 
W. of the town. In the neighbourhood of Oswestry are 
Offa's dyke and Watt's dyke; also several places of interest. 
Amongst these are Brogyntyn, formerly the residence of Owain 
Brogyntyn, a Prince of Powys ; Selatt3m, a romantic village ; 
Aston, the residence of the Lloyds ; Halston, the seat of the 
Myttons, and the birthplace of General Mytton, the famous 
hero of the Commonwealth ; Park hall, an Elizabethau 
mansion ; and Whiltington castle, famous in legendary story. 

Shrewsbury. 

Shrewsbury, population 23,300, the capital of Shropshire or 
Salop, though not a part of Wales, is often visited either at the 
beginning or end of a Welsh tour. It is a fine old town, and 
esi)ecially interesting from its ancient buildings and historical 
associations. It stands on the N. bank of the Severn, where 
the river forms a curve in the shape of a horseshoe, thus 
shaping the site of the town into a peninsula of which the 
isthmus is only 300 yards wide. 

A portion of the walls of the town remain in a good state of 
preservation. The castle, which is inhabited, stands on high 
ground overlooking the river. The old fortress commands a 
view across a wide extent of country to the Wrekin, and the 
Breidden, and the Long mountain near Welshpool. Charles II. 
gave the ruin, and the property belonging to it, to the Earl of 
Bradford, and it is now owned by the Duke of Cleveland. 
Close by the castle is the Free Grammskr School, founded and 
endowed by Edward VI., and enlarged by Queen Elizabeth. 
8. E. Q 
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It oocnpiee a high position amongst the educational establish- 
ments of the conn£'y, and is especially famed for having had 
among its scholars Bir Philip Sidney, the soldier poet, and 
anthor of 'Arcadia.* Kany of the churches are noteworthy, 
bat especially the Abbey church, and St. Mary's. The latter 
is a noble building, containing some exceedingly beautiful 
stained-glass windows of ancient date, and is surmounted by a 
spire 222 feet high. The Abbey church, situated across the 
nver to the E. of the town, is a most interesting edifice, though 
only a small portion remains of the original building. The 
Chapter house, which formerly stood to the S. of the church, 
was celebrated as the house of* assembly for the !E!nglish 
parliament in 1283. In a yard on the right, stands an elegant 
octagonal stone pulpit. It stood within the refectory, and was 
used for the purpose of lecturing or reading while the brethren 
were at mealB. The river is crossed by two bridges, the Welsh 
bridge ai)d the English bridge. The latter leads to the Abbey 
church, and is a fine structure of seven arches, erected in 1774 
in place of an older bridge. More than |m. beyond the Abbey 
church stands Lord Hill's column, said to be the largest 
Grecian Doric column in the world. It is 133 feet high, and 
surmounted by a colossal statue of his lordship from a model 
hy Panzetta. It is in honour of Lieut.-General Rowland Lord 
Hill, who took an active part in the Peninsular war and the 
battle of Waterloo, and was afterwards for some time com- 
mander-in-ohief of the British army. The stranger may ascend 
by windiug stairs to the top of the column, and there obtain 
an extensive panorama, including the town, the wide plain, 
with the WreJdn, Breidden hills, and the Long mountain. 
Many other structures in the town are worth a visit. The 
Council house, or Lord's place, which is now converted into 
private dwellings, was a residence of the kings and Lord 
Presidents of the Welsh Marches when they came to Shrews- 
bury. The Market house, erected ia 1596, '^presents a fine 
appearance, and for ornamental decoration is not surpassed, if 
equalled, by any edifice of the same kind in any town in the 
kingdom.'* The Town and County hall is a handsome strac- 
ture, designed by Smirke. !bi the Market Square is a statue 
of Lord Olive, by Baron Marochetti. After returning from 
India, Olive represented Shrewsbury three times in parliament, 
and was elected mayor in 1762. Here and there in the town 
will be found a half-timbered gabled building, and a little way 
out, near the Abbey church, is a fine Elizabethan mansion. 
The museum of local antiquities contains many Roman articleB 
found at Wroxeter. There is a very delicate cake specially 
made at Shrewsbury called " Shrewsbury cake," the reputation 
of which is not merely looal, it being popular in London, and 
elsewhere. 
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One of the chief attractions at Shrewsbury is the public 
promenade near the river, called both the Quarry and the 
Dingle, which comprises twenty acres of rich, sloping meadows, 
and a beautiful avenue of magnificent limes. The name is 
derived from a stone quarry having been worked there in 
ancient times, although few traces of such remain. When at 
the river side the tourist would do well to hire a pleasure boat 
and have a sail on the stream. 

Whilst at Shrewsbury the stranger ought to visit Wroxeter, 
5m. distant to the S.E., which is the site of the Roman 
station known as Uriconium. Remains exist of the walls, 
hypocausts, &c. 

At the hamlet of Shelton, Ifm. from Shrewsbury, on the 
road to Holyhead, there is a part of an old oak, up which Owain 
Glyndwr is said to have climbed in order to witness the battle 
of Shrewsbury. 

Welshpool and Powis Castle. 

Welshpool, the capital of the county of Montgomery, is a 
quiet town, containing a population of 4500. It is often locally 
03lle4 Pool, from its vicinity to the small lake, Llyn Ddu, now 
within the enclosure of Powis park, and by the addition of 
*' Welsh " is distinguished from the English town Poole in 
Dorsetshire. It is situated in a rich agricultural district, about 
a mile from the N. bank of the Severn. 

There is little of interest in the town itself, except a good 
local museum. The church was built in 1774, and contains 
a panelled roof, said to be from the neighbouring abbey of Strata 
Marcella. 

Tourists generally alight at Welshpool for a visit to Powis 
castle, the seat of the Earl of Powis, which is Im. K.E. of the 
town, and approached from the upper part of the main street 
by a richly timbered park, that is thrown open to the public. 
The castle is sometimes called by the Welsh, ** Oastell Coch,'' 
the Bed Castle, from the colour of the stone of which it is 
built. It is a fine baronial residence, very ancient, with modem 
additions, and stands in the midst of the park, on high ground 
commanding an excellent prospect across the Severn to the 
Breidden hUls. When the family are from home the stranger 
is allowed to see the interior, where are many rare and valuable 
paintings and other works of art. 

Little is known of the history of the castle. We first read 
of it about the year 1110, when it was occupied by the British 
prince, Gadwgan. During the civil wars, Percy, Earl Powis, 
declared for Charles, and garrisoned the castle. He was, how- 
ever, compelled to surrender to General Sir Thomas Myddelton,. 
in 1644, when the walls were greatly damaged and the place 

q2 
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pillaged. The estates were forfeited to the parliament, but 
afterwards restored to the noble owner by compromise. 

Offik's dyke may also be traced a few miles £. of Welshpool. 
It Grosses the Severn near Buttington. Antiquaries say this 
ancient work was made by OSk, king of Mercia, in the 6th 
century. The more probable supposition is that it was made 
by the Romans. Boman coins and other Eoman relics are often 
found on or near the dyke, and it is similar in construction to 
the Boman walls between England and Scotland, and in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe and Asia. Like Graham's dyke in 
Scotland, the name of which is merely a corruption of the old 
Gaelic word for "dirt dyke," the name Offa's dyke is pro- 
bably derived from the Welsh word Coffa, "remembrance." 
The dyke is still called by the Welsh Clawdd Offa, which may 
originally have been Olawdd Coffa, *• the Remembrance dyke," 
or fiBQoe, or embankment. The Welsh translation of St. Luke 
xix. 43, '* Thine enemy shall cast a trench about thee," is, 
" A'th elynion a furiant glawdd o'th amgylch ; *' the word 
clatodd here being used in a military sense. Instead of king 
Offa giving his name to the dyke, he probably took his name 
&om the dyke. Being a ruler of the district on the borders of 
the boundary line, he would naturally be spoken of by the 
Welsh as the king of the kingdom near the dyke, CSlawdd Gofh, 
and thus get the name of Kmg Of&, the king of, or near, the 
Remembrance dyke. 

Watt*s dyke, which runs parallel with Offa's dyke, at varying 
distances, was probably a Roman military road, and corresponds 
with the vallum in the Roman works existing between England 
and Scotland. 

Ascent of the Breidden Hill. 

The Breidden hill, about 1250 feet high, stands on the 
eastern border of Montgomeryshire, between Welshpool and 
Shrewsbury. It rises almost direct from the S. bank of the 
Severn, and is a prominent object from the surrounding oonntiy, 
and from the southern spurs of the Berwyu mountain range. It 
is crowned by a pillar in honour of the great naval commander. 
Admiral Rodney, who died in 1792. 

The ascent is best made either from Middletown station, on 
the Shrewsbury and Welshpool railway, or from Origgion station, 
on the Potteries, Shrewsbury, and North Wales rail^way, to 
which trains run on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

The view from the top is very fine. liOoking dne £., there 
is seen the Wrekin, with the spires of Shrewsbury in the fore- 
ground. Southwards are the heights of Caradoc, a bit of Liong- 
mynd, the Stiperstones, with Middletown hill and Moel y 
Golf% in front. Turning to the W., there are the Montgtnnezy 
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and Merio&etb mountains, with the massive Berwyn range 
ending in Gym Moelfre and the Llangollen hills. To the K. 
there are spread to view the great plains of Shropshire and 
Cheshire, bounded by the Peckforton hills and other inferior 
heights. The rivers Severn and Fymwy are seen for miles, 
forming a wondrous combination of twists and bends. 

The erags on the north-western side of the Breidden are very 
fine, and well worth exploring, alike by the botanist, geologist, 
and lover of nature. 

The descent may be made over Hoel y Grolfia. to Buttington 
station, a distance of 4m. 

Montgomery. 

Montgomery is a qiuet town ; population, 906 ; chief hotels, 
WynnstEiy Arms, Chickens, and Green Dragon. It is situated 
more than Im. S.E. of the Cambrian railway and the river 
Severn. In former times it was one of the most impoitant 
places on the Welsh borders, being protected by a wall and a 
strong castle. The walls have long ago disappeared, and of 
the castle there are only trifling remains on an eminence over- 
looking the town. Offa's dyke passes Im. E., and in the neigh- 
bourhood there are ancient British and Roman camps. During 
the civil wars the castle was garrisoned for the King by Jjord 
Herbert, and yielded in 1664 to Sir Thomas Myddelton, the 
parliamentary general, and was then dismantled. 

In the church are aome interesting monuments, and in the 
churchyard a noted grave, called the ^* Bobber's Grave," which, 
according to tradition, is the resting place of a man who was 
unjustly sentenced to be hanged for robbery and murder, and 
who prayed Heaven to afi^m his innocence by not suffering the 
grass to grow on his grave. 

Montgomery claims to be the birthplace of the learned and 
pious George Herbert, and of Dr. Abraham Bees, the editor 
of the GyclopsBdia which bears his name. 

Im. E. of Montgomery is Lymore park, a delightful place for 
a ramble. The eastern side of the park is bounded by a portion 
of Offik's dyke. 

IContgomery to Newtown and Hachynlletli. 

Newtown, 5m. ; Wynnstay Arms, 22m. ; Machynlleth, 33m. 

Between Montgomery and Newtown the road, railway, and 
river run in a parallel course through a pleasant agricultural 
district, but without anything specially interesting to the 
stranger. 

Newtown is a prosperous place, chiefly noted for its flannel 

/ 
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mBnnfactoie. Popnlatioii, 5744. Ohief hotels: Bear's Head, 
Elephant and Castle, Herbert Anns, lion and Unioom. 
Market, Tuesday and Saturday. The old choroh has been 
replaoed by a new edifice, the screen, altar-pieoe, and font of 
whioh are cnrions from their workmanship and antiquity ; the 
two last haying been transferred from Gwmhir abbey, abont 
15m. distant, in Badnorshire. 

4m. from Newtown the trareller passes Moat Lane, where a 
line leads to Llanidloes and South Wales. The name is derived 
from a mound called the Moat, which stands }m. 8.E. of the 
station, and is perhaps the most perfect remain of the kind in 
Wales. It consists of a round mound surrounded by a ditch 
frill of water, and close to it is a large oval area enclosed by 
a high rampart. Probably it was the place where in ancient 
times the innabitants met and made the laws, as is done at the 
present day in the Isle of Man. Im. farther is Gaersws, the 
site of an important Boman station, very slight traces of whidi 
remain. On many of the neighbouring eminences there are also 
to be seen ancient British or Roman camps. 

For the next 4m. there is nothing of interest, the ground is 
well cultivated, and partly wooded, rising in gentle slopes from 
the Oamo stream to the tope of lumpy hills. Camo is a quiet 
village, with a small inn where angWs sometimes stay in order 
to visit the tarns Llyn Tarw, Llyn Mawr j and Llyn xSdti, which 
rest amongst the heights to the N. Soon after leaving Gamo 
the watershedding is crossed, and the road follows the course ot 
the Afon Twymyn, a tributary of the Dovey. Gradually a 
pleasant glen is entered, from which rise hill slopes, and in front 
in the diikance is seen the top of Cader Idris. 

TheWynnstay Arms is a comfortable, ivy-clad hotel, a favourite 
with anglers. It is situated in a wide, open part of 1^ valley, 
a pleasant pastoral district surrounded by low hUIs. Here 
valleys branch to the N. and S., that to tiie N. leading to 
Mallwyd, and that to the S. to Llanbrynmair and the water&U 
and lead mines at Dylife. 

Leaving the hotel, the road winds pleasantly through a narrow 
vaUey, pc^y wooded and cultivated, with low, sloping hills on 
either side. When the vale opens to the right in the direction 
of Dinas Mawddwy, the Cemmaes road station is reached. The 
distance hence to Machynlleth is 4m. along the valley of the 
Dovey. 
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ABEEYSTWTTH. 

Abebybtwyth is a &shionable sea-side resort, containing a popu- 
lation of 7000, and capable of accommodating 7000 visitors. The 
streets are wide and clean, with good shops and lodging houses. 
There are excellent hotels, the chief of which aje the Queen's, 
Belle Yue, Boyal Lion, and Talbot. The local government is 
vested in tlie hands of a mayor, recorder, aldermen, and town 
council. Towards the sea the houses form a crescent, bounded 
on the N. by the smooth, grassy height of Pen Glais, now gencr 
rally called Constitution hill, rising from the shore in black 
slate rocks to an altitude of 300 feet; and the S. side by 
the eminence on which stand the ruins of the castle. Beyond 
the castle the waters of the Bheidol and Ystwyth unite 
and enter the sea at a small l^arbour and ship-building yard. 
A promenade, about ^m. in length, extends in front of the 
Crescent, where there are bathing machines, the bathing ground 
consisting of dark sand and pebbles. Specimens are said to be 
found occasionally of such stones as agates, crystals, jaspers, 
and cornelians. South of the parade a light iron pier extends 
into the sea for 300 feet. It is a favourite resort, and is en- 
livened during the summer by a band of music. The charges 
for admission to the pier are 2d, Between the pier and the 
castle ground stands the college, fronting the sea, part of which 
waa originally called Castle house, and built by Sir Uvedale 
Price, Bart., of Foxley, Herefordshire, the designs being by 
Nash, the architect of Segent Street, London. In 1865 it was 
enlarged and opened as an hotel, but was subsequently pur- 
chased by the promoters of a University College of Wales, and 
opened as a college a few years ago. The castle ground is a 
pleasant spot on which to loiter ; the ruins are picturesque, and 
command a good view of the Crescent, the rocky coast in either 
direction, and across Cardigan bay to Bardsey isle, the Lleyn 
promontory. Cam Madryn, Cam Bodfean, and other heights. 
The waves da^ against the base of the eminence, and paths lead 
down the clitf to the shore, close by the harbour. Portions of 
the moat remain ; heaps of debris are strewn in every direction, 
and part of two high, round towers, au4 other strips of walls 
are standing. 
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We first read of a castle haying been erected here in 1180, 
by Gilbert de Strongbow, who, nnder licence from Henry I., 
conquered all Cardiganshire from the Welsh chieftain, Gadwgan 
ap bleuddyn, Prince of Powis. . The fortress was afterwards 
destroyed by Owen Gwynedd; and rebuilt by Edward I. in 
1277. It was wrCNsted from the English by Owen Glyndwr, 
but recaptured by Henry IV. in 1407. During the civil war in 
the time of Charles I. it was garrisoned for the king. Thomas 
Bushell, a wealthy proprietor of lead mines in the neighbour- 
hood, and noted for having been a friend of Sir Francis 
Bacon, obtained royal leave to erect a mint within the fortress, 
for the coinage of silver extracted from the lead ores. Some of the 
coins then issued are to be met with in the cabinets of collectors. 
Bttshell advanced 40,000/. to the King, and at his own cost raised 
a regiment of volunteers from among his workmen. The castle 
was surrendered to the parliaments^ forces in 1646, and was 
then dismantled. 

A Jm. E. of the railway station, on the banks of the Rheidol, 
is Plas Crag, an old tower, standing on a rocky hillock. It is men- 
tioned by some of the Welsh bards, and is supposed to have been 
a palace of the British princes, and later a residence of Owen 
Glyndwr. It is now part of a farmhouse. Near it is a chaly- 
beate spring. 

Till the year 1861 Aberystvvyth was in the parish of IJan- 
badam Fawr, the church and village of which are situated on 
the N.E. side of the valley, l^m. from the town, but now it is 
a legally assigned parish. A monastery once existed at Uan- 
badam, and it was the seat of a bishopric, which was estab- 
lished by St. Paternus, and afterwards united to that of 
St David. The parish church of Llanbadarn, a part of the old 
monastery, is noted for its massive tower. It contains monnmetits 
of the Pryse family of Gogerddan, the Joneses of Nant Eos, and 
others ; also a flat stone in the church chancel covers the grave 
of Lewis Morris, the celebrated antiquary. The chancel and 
N. transept are separated from the rest of the church by richly 
covered screens. In the graveyard are two ancient stone 
crosses. The tower contains a peal of six bells; on one is 
inscribed, ^ We were all cast in Gloucester by Abel Rudhall, 
1749 ; " on another, ** Thomas Powell, Esq., and Lewis Williams, 
Gent., Churchwardens, 1749.'* And on the great bell, " I to ti^e 
church the living call, and to the grave do snmmon all.** 

Visitors staying at Aberystwyth ought to stroll to the top of 
Constitution hill (Pen Glais), Pen Dinas, and AUt Wen. l^ey 
are each within half-an-hour's walk of the centre of the town, 
and command good prospects. 

Constitution hill is ascended by a path from the N. end of 
the Crescent. Immediately on leaving the level ground thero is 
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a view of the bay and the town, the castle, and the college, the 
Fen Dinas hill, and the coast southwards to New Quay and 
Cardigan. On gaiuing the summit of the hill, the prospect opens 
to the N., along the coast, past Towyn, and acro8S the bay to 
Bardsey isle, the Lleyn promontory, and the Oumarvonshire 
coast near Pwllheli. Following the path on the brow of the 
cUfEs, a descent is made to Clarach bay, l^m. from Aberystwyth, 
a retired place, with a sandy shore, the Glan y Mor farmhouse, 
and one or two cottages. The stranger may cross the stream at 
a foot-bridge, and continue by the cliffs to Berth, or he may 
return to Aberystwyth, by ^ road that branches a short distance 
inland, passing near Llangorwen church and Gwm Gjmfelin, 
the residence of Captain Cosens, or, if the tide be low, by the 
beach under the wild crags of Graig Lais. 

Pen Dinas, the height to the N.E. of the town, is ascended by 
crossing the bridge oyer the Bheidol river. After passing under 
the railway there are two routes, one along the road on the right 
for a few yards, and then through a gate at the base of the 1ml ; 
another is by the left-hand road as far as a cottage. On the 
summit the view extends from the town, past Llanbadarn, up 
the Bheidol vale to the Plinlimmon range, the hills between 
Machynlleth and Tal y Llyn, the top of Cader Idris, the peak of 
8nowaon, Moel Hebog, the Rivals, Cam Madryn, the coast near 
Towyn, Pwllheli, and Bardsey isle. There is a wide extent of 
ocean, and the S. coast is visible past Aberaeron and New Quay 
to Stnunble Head in Pembrokeshire. 

The hill is named Pen Dinas from an ancient British or 
Boman camp that once existed here, slight remains of which 
may still be traced. It is said that Bhys ap Gru£Eydd, in 1113, 
encamped his forces here, having been entioed to besiege the 
castle, and was surrounded and cut off. According to local 
tradition the spot was occupied by the parliamentary soldiers 
-when besieging the castle in the civil wars. The column whidbi 
stands on the hill, like a tall factory chimney, is in commemora- 
tion of the battle of Waterloo. 

Allt Wen is the hill which rises direct from the sea on the 8. 
side of the Ystwyth river, and it commands by fax the best 
prospect in the neighbourhood of Aberystwyth. It is reached by 
crossing the bridge over the Bheidol, and then skirting the 8. 
side of the' harbour, and going over the Ystwyth to the shore. 
Im. from the town the waves dash amongst the wild, dark rooks 
and boulders at the base of the hill, on the summit of which the 
landscape includes the Ystwyth, Eos, and Bheidol vales, with 
the hills as far as the top of Plinlimmon. To the 8. the coast 
is visible for many miles, consisting of little rocky headlands 
and bays. Northwards, past the town, is the coast near Towyn, 
-With the heights behind Aberdovey, the summit of Cader Idns; 
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.^and aoroBs the sea are Bardsey isle, Aberdaron promontory, the 
coast at Pwllheli, the heights of Cam Madryn, Gam Bodfean, 
the Rivals, Moel Hebog, and the peak of Snowdon. 

A pleasant path mns along the orow of the cliff, and enters a 
nigged cart track, by which the traveUer may return to the 
town. 

On the northern slope of the hill there is the site of an ancient 
camp or fort, called Tyn y Castell, near the mansion of Tan y 
Bwlch, the residence of Mr. L. V. Davies, Esq. 

The Devil's Brid^. 

A visit to Aberystwyth is incomplete without a drive to the 
Devil's bridge, which is situated 11 }m. inland, in the direction 
of the Plinlimmon range of mountains. It is a romantic place, 
where the Mynach, one of the sources of the Bheidol, flows 
through a narrow cleft of rock, that is spanned by a bridge, 
and then the water descends in one continuous cascade for 
Ixundreds of feet to a deep, wooded glen. The Devil's bridge 
hotel, a comfortable resting place, has been built on the spot, 
and the tourist will do well to stav there a few days to explore 
the district ; the mountains and dales presenting in places 
some charming bits of scenery. In driving from Aberystwyth 
it is usual to go by the road on the S. side of the Bheidol 
vale, and return by Pont Erwyd, on the N. side, the distence 
being 27m. 

The hotel ^commands a pleasant view across the glen, to 
where the waters of the Bheidol are seen pouring out of a 
narrow, rocky gorge in a small cascade. In order to descend 
into the glen to see the far-famed waterfalls,' the traveller pays 
Is. for a ticket at the hotel, and is accompanied by the guide. 
A few yards from the house the bridge is crossed which 
spans a deep, narrow chasm, and then a path on the right leads 
through a locked gate down to the stream, whero the water 
rushes wildly over bowl-shaped rocks and through the deft, 
with the cliffs rising on each side of the gap for 114 feet, and 
the picturesque bridge above. This, the Devil's bridge, which 
gives the name to the place, consists of two small arches, one 
a few feet above the other, the lower being the ancient bridge. 
By the Welsh it is sometimes called Pont y Gwr Drw^ (the 
bridge of the Evil One), but generally Pont ar Fynach, the 
bridge over the Mynach, the stream being called the Mynach 
(the monk's river). The original arch, now of very pnndtive 
appearance, and partly covered with vegetetion, is supposed to 
have been the work of the monks of Strata Florida aboey, and 
has been ascribed to the devil by popular tradition, owing to 
its wild position. The upper arch was built in 1753, to avoid 
the inconvenient descent, and it prevents the use of the lower 
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one. From the bridge the visitor crosses the road, and passes 
through a plantation on the left, by a path which descends 
half-way down the bank, to a position commanding a view of 
the falls. They consist of a succession of cascades, respectively 
18, 24, 60, and 110 feet, which are all seen in one view, and 
after heavy rains appear almost as one, the water forming a 
broad white streak over the face of the rocks, with wooded 
banks on either side rising from the glen to a height of three 
or four hundred feet. Descending by a flight of 102 steps, 
sometimes called Jacob's Ladder, a small iron bridge is crossed, 
and then a path leads up the cliff, through a wood, direct to the 
hotel. During the ascent, branch paths lead in three or four 
places to points commanding good views of parts of the falls, 
but from no point can the whole falls and the bridge above be 
seen in one view. Whilst in the glen, the visitor would do 
well to stroll to the Bheidol fall, where the water issues from a 
narrow, rocky gorge, and then descends 18 feet, the surround- 
ings being very beautiful, and marked by a pleasing variety of 
colour. 

On leaving the hotel for Aberystwyth, via Pont Erwyd, 
the road crosses the bridge, runs through a coppice, and then 
winds amongst the hills, with a deep, narrow dell a few yards 
distant on the left, through which flows the Bheidol. l^m. 
from the DeviFs bridge stands Yspytty Cynfyn church. A foot- 
path leads behind the church for |m. to a narrow dell, where 
the stream flows deep below amongst the rocks, and is crossed 
by a narrow plank thrown over the chasm, and called the 
Parson's bridge. Some persons will prefer the place to the 
Devil's bridge, because it can be visited without a guide, and is 
in its natural state. After passing the hamlet of Pont Erwyd, 
and crossing the Afon Gastell and Bheidol streams, the 
Gogerddan Arms hotel is reached. It is a comfortable house, 
standing in a bleak, out-of-tlie-way district, a resort of anglers, 
and a good starting point for the ascent of Plinlimmon. Below 
the hotel there is a romantic rocky dell, where the water flows 
over ledges, and forms cascades. A key must be obtained at 
the house to visit the place by the regular footpath. 

From Pont Erwyd a gradual ascenf is made for 2m. through 
an uninteresting lead-mining tract, and then the prospect opens 
down a pretty cultivated vale, with acclivities on either side, 
and in the distance the Pen Dinas hill, and a wide extent of 
sea. The road winds down the breast of the hUls to the 
Ooginan village. 

5m. from Aberystwyth the hiU on the left subsides, and the 
vale widens, with the Bheidol stream flowing along swampy, 
flat meadows. The village of Gnpel Bangor, and then the 
Jlilanbadarn village and church are passed, and Aberystwyth is 
entered. 
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Ab erygtwyth to the Devil's Bridge^ by Hafod 
and the Tstwyth Biver. 

This is longer by 8m. than the direct way to the Devil's 
bridge, but the scenery fiuround Hafod is so very beautiful that 
it well repays for the extra distance. The best plan would be 
to make two excursions, one day by the route described at page 
234, and the other by Hafod, returning from the DeYil's bridge 
on the S. side of tlie Rheidol river. If only one day be occupied, 
it would be desirable to go by Hafod, and return by Pont 
Erwyd, the whole distance &ing 35m. 

The river is here uninteresting, but 2m. farther, where are 
passed the mansion and wooded park of Traws Coed, the seat of 
liord Lisburne, the road crosses the river at Pont Llanfan, 
10m. from Aberystwyth, and then bends to the left, and runs up 
a narrow, romantic glen by the side of the stream, with hills on 
either hand. The Grogwinion and Lisburne lead mines are 
passed, and when beyond a mining village, with Yspytty 
Ystwyth church and village on high ground on the right, the 
Bear inn at Pont Bhyd Groes is reached, 15m. from Aberyst- 
wyth. The inn is 3m. from the Devil's bridge by footpath 
through the wood, and 3}m. by the direct road, but 5m. by 
Hafod. 

The best plan is to go by Hafod. A road skirts the hill 
above the park, but the stranger is allowed to travel by the 
carriage road which runs through the grounds in front of the 
mansion. The situation is very charming, in a retired glen, 
through which flows the Ystwyth stream, and the grounds are 
well wooded from the banks of the river to the summits of the 
hills on either side. The property, originally a barren glen, 
has been improved by art, many thousand trees having been 
planted, and it has changed owners several times. In 1783 it 
came into the hands of Colonel Johnes, M.P., and lord lieu- 
tenant of Cardiganshire. In 1841 it was purchased by the 
Duke of Newcastle, who again sold it in 1845. It is now in 
possession of Mr. Waddingham. The mansion, a large building 
surmounted by a hieph clock tower, is of a mixed character, 
partly from desigpis oy Nash, with portions added afterwards* 
There are some small cascades in the grounds, one, called Piiaa 
fall, being approached by a tunnel in the rook. The church of 
Eglwys Newydd, near the road on theN.E. of the park, contains 
a beautiful marble moniunent by Chantrey, one of that eminent 
sculptor's best productions, in memory of Miss Johnes, the 
parents being represented standing by the death bed of the 
daughter. On an eminence near the church is an obelisk, 
erected by Mr. Johnes to the memory of Francis. Duke of 
Bedford. 
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The road ascends from the lodge gates at the E. end of the 
park, with the stream and dell on the right, and at the highest 
point it passes under a rugged arch, said to have been erected 
to commemorate the jubilee of George HI. The view here is 
extensive in the direction of the Plinlimmou mountain ranges 
and to the W. The woods are at once lefk behind, and a 
descent is made direct to the Devil's bridge. 

Borth. 

Berth, a quiet fishing village, 8m. K. of Aberystwyth, aspires 
to rank as a sea-side resort. It contains a population of about 
SOO, and consists of one long street, protected from the waves 
by an embankment of sand. Inland, there is an extensive flat 
tract of peat, called Oors Fochno, with the Plinlimmon range 
prominent in the background. The shore consists of fine, hard 
sands, suitable for bathing and pleasant as a parade, extending 
northwards for 2m. to the mouth of the Dovey estuary, where a 
ferry crosses to Aberdovey. On the S., a few hundred yards 
from the village, there are dark slate rocks and cLbOfs, which 
extend to Aberystwyth. The railway between Machynlleth 
and Aberystwyth passes close by the village, and at the station, 
a large hotel, the Cambrian, and a row of lodging houses have 
been erected. 

Aberystwyth to Aberaeron. 

Aberaeron is a small seaport and bathing place, situated at 
the mouth of the Aeron river, on the shore of Cardigan bay, 
16m. S. of Aberystwyth. 

The road branches to the right, at the Piccadilly toll-gate, 
and then descends and crosses the Ystwyth river. It runs on 
hiigh ground, with good views inland, and after passing the 
village of Llanddeinol, the sea-coast is approached at Llanrhys- 
tyd, 9m. from Aberystwjrth. The pedestrian may have a plea- 
sant change in the route to this point by continuing along the 
cliffs above the shore. 

From Llanrhystyd the road runs in a straight, level course for 
2nL to Llansantfiraid, where it is supposed once stood an 
abbey. Between Llansantf&aid and Aberaeron, high ground is 
traversed, with extensive prospects to both the N. and S. of 
Cardigan bay. Aberaeron, or Aberayron, as it is often written, 
is a small town of about 1400 inhabitants. It is clean, and 
built very much like a Swiss village. Lodging and provisions 
are cheap, and persons who prefer a quiet place might find it 
advantageous to spend a month here instead of at Aberystwyth. 
The Aeron and the Arth are good fishing streams. An 
old British or Roman earthwork, called Prince Cadwgan's fort, 
stands about a {m. out of the town, near the sea. The sea^ 
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beach is shingly, but the water is beantifally fresh and dear, 
and has in it an unusually large quantity of iodine. Aberaeron 
is said to be one of the most bracing of batbing places, and in 
the height of the season there are here as many as 1300 yisitors. 
The Feathers hotel is very comfortable. 

Strata Florida Abbey. 

The Strata Florida railway station is 15m. S. of Aberystwyth. 
The abbey ruins are situated 2im. E. of the station, in an out- 
of-the-way and rather wild cwm, at the base of low hills, near 
one of the sources of the Teifi stream, which flows into the sea 
at (Wdigan. Between the abbey and the station is the village 
of Pontrhydfendigaid, " the bridge of the blessed ford." 

Close by the abbey flows the stream caUed Ffltlr, a tributary 
of the Teifi, and the Welsh name of the cwm being Ystrad Fflflr, 
the plain of the Ffliir, the probability is that Strata Florida, 
which sounds so like a Latin name, is only a cormption of 
Ystrad Fflfir. A plain church, a graveyard, and a farmhouse 
now occupy the site of this once famous ecclesiajsticcd establish- 
ment. The only part of the original buildings remaining, are a 
fine western doorway and window, part of a wall near the 
£. end, and heaps of rubbish, overgrown with g^ass. Once 
the abbey was of considerable magnificence. In the wars 
between the English and Welsh it repeatedly suffered great 
damage, and it was partly rebuilt in the time of Edward L 
The monks were of the Cistercian Order, and the house 
flourished until the dissolution in the reign of Henry YUL It 
was a celebrated asylum for learned men during the turbulent 
ages, and it shared with the abbey of Conway in acting as 
a depository of the public records of the nation. We are 
chiefly indebted to the monks of this abbey for a history of 
Wales, from 1157 to the defeat of Llewelyn, the last reigning 
prince. It was also distinguished as the burial place of the 
Welsh princes and nobility. 

Aberystwyth to Bbayader. 

From Aberystwyth to Bhayader, by the Devil's bridge and 
Owm Ystwyth, is 84m. ; by the Ystwyth, past Trawscoed and 
Cwm Yystwyth, 86m. Some persons will travel by train to 
Strata Florida station, and walk thence for 20m. over the 
mountains to Bhayader. 

By the Devil's bridge or Trawscoed, the roads meet at the E 
end of Hafod park, see page 286. Proceeding from Hafod, "op 
the glen of Cwm Yystwyth, the woods are left behind, and the^ 
hills on either side are green and smooth. When past a village 
and some lead mines, the mountains become high and wild, 
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and the glen is one of the most secluded in Wales. At a 
hamlet 2m. beyond the mines, a path leads on the left, by 
the Afon Dillin stream, to Llangiirig, a walk which will be 
thoroughly enjoyed by the lover of mountaru solitudes. The 
road for Bhayader ascends along the breast of the hills on 
the right ; the stream flows down a deep cleft amongst rocks, 
and, higher up the glen, over a rugged bed, with rocks strewn 
on every hand. Ascending by a narrow gap in the hills, a 
solitary and romantic spot, the watershedding is crossed, the 
Ystwyth is left behind, and the road follows the course of 
the Afon El^n, a tributary of the Wye. For the next 3 or 4m. 
a lonely vale is traversed, with only one or two farmhouses, 
the hills being low, and covered with grass and bare of trees. 
The road at length leaves the river, crosses over a range of 
hills, and descend to the valley of tiie Wye, close by the town 
of Rhayader. 

Aberystwyth to Llanidloes. 

32 Miles. 

For this journey the traveller may leave Aberystwyth either 
by the Devil's bridge or Pont Erwyd. The road leading past 
the Devil's bridge and Yspytty Cynfyn is the most interesting, 
but the Pont Erwyd road is l|m. nearer. The two meet 14m. 
from Aberystwyth, at the entrance to the valley of Afon Gastell, 
a sequestered upland vale, which is bare of trees, and enclosed 
by green mountains, the southern outliers of Plinlimmon. It 
contains two lead mines, and a few farms and cottages. 4m. 
past the Devil's bridge, and 2m. from Pont Erwyd, there is an 
inn, called the Dyffryn Gastell hotel. The road winds up the 
vale, along the sides of the green hills,' and after making a 
sweep round a combe, reaches the top of the pass, a narrow gap 
between the hills, on the E. side of which there was formerly a 
hostelry, the Steddfa Gurig inn, but now the houses in the gap 
are used by the agents and miaers in the Plinlimmon mines. 
The watershedding being past, the road descends for 7m., first 
bv the side of Afon Tarenig, and then by the Wye, to the 
village of LlongUrig. Hence to Llanidloes, a distance of 5m., 
the ground is wooded, and the views are confined by low hills. 
A railway, which has never been opened for traffic, was con- 
structed some years ago, from Llanidloes to Llangurig, with the 
intention of continuing it westwards to very near Strata Florida, 
but the project has never been completed. 

Llanidloes stands in a pleasant, hiUy district at the con- 
fluence of the Severn and Glywedog. It is a quaint but pros- 
perous town, with a population of 3426, and is governed by^a 
mayor and common council. The inhabitants are chiefly m- 
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gaged in the flannel manufacture, and in the neighbouring lead 
mines. The church, dedicated to St. Idloes, is an interesting 
edifice, containing six pointed arches, having the capitals orna- 
mented with palm leaves, and roof of carved oak, supposed to 
have been brought from Gwmhir abbey, in Radnorshire. Llyn 
Elyr, a small lake, a favourite resort of anglers, is situated 
3m. N.E. of Llanidloes, amongst hills overlooking the vale of 
Tarannon, and the village of Trefeglwys. 
» 

Qlyn Llyfiiant and Cwm Bhaiadr. 

During this journey, the tourist will see one of the most lovely 
bits of scenery to be found amongst the Plinlimmon mountains. 
It may be visited in a carriage by entering the road between 
Machynlleth and Derwen Las. From Aberystwyth, the pedes- 
trian may alight from the train at the Glan Dovey station. 
After waikiug along the Machynlleth road for more than ^m., 
until near Pont Llyfhant, enter a lane on the right which rnns 
up the glen. Either side of the stream may be followed, but 
perhaps the preferable track is on the S. side. Beyond one or 
two small farms, and a few fields, the hills converge, and a 
wooded defile is passed through, where there is barely room 
for the stream and the path by its side, tlie water flowing over 
a boulder-strewn bed. When through the wood, the stranger 
wends his way up a narrow, sequestered gleu, with high hills 
on either hand, partly clothed with trees, and here and there 
a small farmhouse on the hill side. Soon the glen again 
becomes a narrow dingle, with wooded heights overhead, rising 
from the banks of the stream. The traveller presently arrives 
at Glas Pwll, one of the most charming nooks in Wales, where 
there are a mansion, and one or two cottages, amidst woods and 
streams, at the junction of three or four ravines, and surrounded 
by hills. A bridi^e crosses the brook, and a rough road leads up 
the right-hand glen and crosses the hills on the W. side of Plin- 
limmon, through a lonely district, to Pont Erwyd and the Devil's 
bridge. The next glen on the right leads in the direction of 
Gwm Bhaiadr, and, without crossing the stream, the road makes 
a steep ascent along the breast of the hill, with a rivulet deep 
below on the right, and a high hill opposite. After passing two 
houses, Bhaiadr Cwm appears, enclosed by an amphithea^ of 
rooky hills, with a waterfall flowing for hundreds of feet down 
the bare rocks right at the head of the cwm. "From, a large, 
well built farmhouse, situated at the end of a hill separating 
Gwm Hhaiadr from another glen on tiie left, the traveller ma? 
follow a path which leads near the fall, Pistyll y Llyn, and 
ascend to Llyn Pen Bhaiadr, a small tarn, the source of the 
8t;ream. Hence he may procee|l southwards over a sequestered 
tract of moor and mountain to Pont Erwyd ; ascend PlinlimmoD 
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on the S.E. ; or branch westward in the direction of Tal y Bont, 
and, after passing a lead-mining district, and descending on the 
other side of the glens, enter the road leading from Machynlleth 
to Aberystwyth. 

Ascent of Plinlixnmon. 

The Plinlimmon mountain range occupies a large extent of 
country, between Aberystwyth and Llanidloes; and it sends 
branches southwards in Hie direction of the Deyil's bridge and 
the town of Bhayader, and northwards to Machynlleth. It 
consists chiefly of the Silurian or clay slate, containing, in 
almost every piart, rich veins of lead ore. The scenery is com- 
paratively tame. There are very few precipices and deep 
gullies, the general character of ue ranee being smooth ana 
green, approaching that of the moorland^ and with hardly a 
single height to l» considered a peak. There are, however, 
a few glens, such as Cwm Ystwyth, and Gwm Bhaiadr, which 
may rank amongst the most b^utiful spots in Wales. Plin- 
linunon is noted for bein^ the source of the Severn, the Wye, 
and the Bheidol rivers, £e two former rising on the E. side, 
near the summit of the mountain, and within a short distance of 
each other, and the Bheidol on the W. side ; other streams, such 
as the Dyfi and the Tstwyth, have also affluents which take 
their rise in the same range of hills. 

Plinlimmon may be ascended from Aberystwyth, Machyn- 
lleth, and Llanidloes. Persons staying at Aberystwjr^ 
generally make the asoent from Pont Erwyd or the Devil's 
bridge. The highest point to which a carriage can drive is the 
top of the Steddfa Gurig pass, on the road to Llanidloes ; 4j|m. 
&om Pont Erwyd, and O^m. from the Devil's bridge (see page 
239). From the top of the pass the walking distance to the 
summit of the mountain is only 2m. Another plan is, to leave 
the same road when nearly Im. beyond the Dyffryn Gastell 
hotel, and climb by a path up the green slope on the left 

Perhaps the best and most direct way from Pont Erwyd is 
to enter 'the road on the left when over the bridge at the 
hamlet, and then wind to the right round the chapel. An 
open moorland tract is entered, with the Bheidol river below, 
and a few hundred yards on the left, and the Plinlimmon 
mountain range on the right. Near the road, on the left, a 
short distance N. of a whitewashed farmhouse, and when 
nearly opposite another white house, a small stone circle, 
17 yajds in circumference, will be found, consisting of fourteen 
erect stones, some of which are more than 2 feet high. About 
20 yards S., appear remains of a rifled cromlech. When 3m. 
from Pont Erwyd, just beyond a rill, and a house placed on a 
& B. B 
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slight eminenoe, the K»d may be left, and the aacent cotb- 
menoed. At once there is a prospect of hills to the S. and W., 
with a large expanse of sea, and the coast as far as Pembroke- 
shire. A gradual climb over smooth, grassy gronnd, with an 
inclination to the left, leads to the summit. 

Another way to reach Plinlimmon ftom Aberystwyth is by 
Gogerddan and Penrhyn Coch. 

Prom Machynlleth, and also from Aberystwyth, by taking the 
train to the Glan Dovey station, the way is by the Llyfiaant 
stream, past Glas PwU, and Cwm Rhaiadr. (See page 240.) 

Also from Machynlleth the ascent may be made by following 
the Llanidloes road for 8m., until high ground at the water- 
shedding is reached, then the Glaslyn tarn, one of the sources 
of the Diflas stream, is seen in a moorland hollow on the 
right. By following a cart-track this sheet of water is passed, 
and Im. farther another tarn, Llyn Bugeilyn, is reached, 
which rests in a quiet, pleasant spot, surrounded by low slopes, 
with a farmhouse and cottage close by. The water flows 
hence to the Diflas river, and by Machynlleth, to the estuary of 
the Dovey. It may also be reached from Machynlleth by 
following the course of tiie stream the whole way up a glen 
that is seldom visited. From where the water leaves the tarn 
a path crosses over a small grassy height, and descends to a 
dreary moorland valley, one of the sources of the Bheidol 
river. There is not a single tree or habitation visible. ** The 
whole of this region is associated with Owain Glyndwr and his 
chosen band, who betook themselves into the fastnesses of the 
surroimding mountains. At Bwlch Heyddyem the Flemings 
were routed by him with considerable slaughter." The tourist 
might ascend the hills on the left, and keep to the tops all the 
way, or the vale may be traversed for about 3m., and then one 
of the branch glens on the left entered, from which a steep 
ascent in a southerly direction leads to the top of Plinlimmon. 
In one glen is a small tarn, LlynLlygadRheidol, which rests at 
the foot of the mountain, on the N. W. side. 

From Llanidloes the ascent may be made by going along the 
Aberystwyth road to the Steddfa Gurig pass, or by following 
the direction either of the Severn or the Cly wedog streams. By 
the Severn, the stream is followed to near its source, a pleasant 
walk of about 12m. A cart-road on the N.W. bank leads 
through a wooded district, and gradually ascends, and runs 
through a narrow, romantic glen, and then enters an npland 
valley, an unwooded, moorland district, where are some lead- 
mines and cottages, also two or three straggling farms. The 
road here diminishes to a path, which becomes indistinct, and 
in rainy weather the ground is wet ; but the traveller vrill find 
no difficulty in gaining tihe summit of the mountain if he bears 
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to the left when near the source of the stream, and climbs np 
the steep, green slopes. 

The bomidary between Cardigan and Montgomery passes 
oyer tiie summit of these heights, and the count^ people speaJc 
of two Plinlimmons, one in each ooun^, that stand about f m. 
apart, the Cardiganshire summit being the highest (2469). The 
top of the mountain is tolerably smooth, bestrewn with a few 
small stones, amongst short grass and moss ; and there are three 
heaps of stones, the middle one being shaped like a beehive. 

The view extends in every direction for many miles, and over 
innumerable green hUls and hollows, without trees, and with 
hardly a house visible. Here and there are a few small sheets 
of water in the higher depressions, and in a few places smidl 
streams are seen winding along the vales. Northwards, Cader 
Idris and other mountams are visible. To the W. there is a 
wide expanse of ocean, with the Cardigan and Pembroke 
coasts for many miles to the S., and to the N.W. are the heights 
and coast of the Lleyn promontory. 
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LUwlech, 191 
Uechog, 131 
Lledr river, 118 
Llethr, 191, 193 
Lleweny hall, 32 
Ueyn promontory, 162 
Llith&en, 163 
Lliw riv«r, 201, 204 
Lliwedd, 131 
Llugwy bay, 89 

river, 105, 107 

Uwydiarth hill, 88, 89 
liwydmor Isaf, 65, 75 

Uchaf, 63 

Llyn Aled, 37 

— Alwen, 37 
Aran, 176 

— Arenig, 204 

Bach, 179 

Barfog, 183 

Bochlwyd, 149, 151 

^— Bodgolched, 89 
— - Bodgynwydd, 112 

Bodhin, 192, 193, 194 

Bychan, 112 

Coch, 142 

Coed Deri Duon, 112 

Conwy, 121 

Cowlyd, 112 



Llyn Crafhant, 111 
' Creigenen, 177 

Cwellyn, 131, 133, 134 

Cwm y Ffynnon, 138, 150 

, Cynwch, 173 

— Cywion, 148 

Dn, 195 

Ddu, 230 

Ddu'r Arddu, 130 

Dubach, 120 

Dulyn, 64, 77, 114, 193, 194 

Dwythwch, 130 

Eiddew Bach, 195 

Eiddew Mawr, 195 

Eigiau, 113 

Felin Nant, 91 

Ffynnon y Gwas, 142 

Gafr, 176, 177 

Geirionydd, 111 

Glas, 142 

Gweman, 177 

Gwynant, 128, 135 

Howel, 193 

Idwal, 102, 148 

Irddyn, 192, 193, 194 

Lliwbran, 202 

Uwydiarth, 89 

Llydaw, 131, 139, 140 

Llyxnbran, 37 

Llync Caws, 211 

Mawr, 230 

Mwyngal, 180 

Ogwen, 102 

Padam, 127, 129, 136 

Pen Rhaiadr, 240 

Perfeddau, 193 

Peris, 127, 129, 136 

Pryfed, 196 

Tarw, 230 

Tegid, 201 

Teym, 131,139 

— — Trigraienyn, 179 

Trwstyllon, 160 

Tryweryn, 204 

Ybi, 195 

*y Biswail, 155 

y Can, 176, 179 

y Cwn, 149, 151 
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Llyn y Ddinas, 128, 135 

y Dywarchen, 156 

y Gader, 134, 141, 176, 177 

y Garnedd, 160 

y Manod, 121 

y Morwynion, 122, 195, 196 

y Nadroedd, 142 

yr Afito, 63, 75, 76 

Llyniaa Dawannedd, 124 

Mymbyr, 105, 126 

Nant y Lief, 156 

y Gamallt, 121 

Llysfaen, 56 

Llywarch Hen, 206, 212 
Loggerheads inn, 23, 26 
Lymore park, 229 

Machno fasjb, 108 
Machynlleth, 182, 198, 229 
Maelgwn, 53 
Maen Achwynfan, 33 
Maenan abbey, 59, 110 

Maentwrog, 159, 169, 187, 190 

Maes Garmon, 18 

Mawr, 117 

Mynan, 28 

y Gaer, 66, 74 

Mallwyd, 199, 230 

Manod Bach, 121 

Mawr, 121 

Marchlyn Bach, 144, 145 

Mawr, 144, 145 

Marl, 52, 53 

Mawddach fall, 174 

estuary, 187 

Meifod, 208 
Meini Hirion, 69, 72 
Melynllyn, 64, 77, 114 
Menai bridges, 80 

Strait, 56, 80, 82 

Merchion rirer, 38 
Merddwr river, 116 
Middletown, 228 
Minera, 18, 25 
Moat lane, 230 
Moel Cynwch, 171 

Ddu, 157 

EUio, 113, 133 



Moel Famman, 23 

Ferna, 219 

Fodia, 39 

— Hebog, 154 

Hiraddug, 28 

Morfydd, 221 

Offrwm, 173 

•■^— Pen y Bryn, 120 

Perfedd, 146 

Siabod, 123 

Sych, 211 

Wnion, 77 

y Ci, 144 

y Gaer, 20, 221 

y Geifr, 207 

y Gest, 168 

y Gamelin, 220 

y Golfa, 228 

Moelfre, 89, 192, 193, 194 
Moelwyn, 160 
Mold, 18, 23 
Montgomery, 229 
Morfa Harlech, 189 
Morgan, Dr., 31 
Mostyn hall, 22, 43 
Mount Field, 85 
Mynach river, 234 
MynflTordd, 169, 179, 180 
Mynydd Daulyn, 111 

Gader, 177 

Llwydiarth, 89 

Mawr, 133 

Moel, 176 

Pencoed, 176,179 

Nannau, 171, 199 
Nannerch, 28 
Nant, 86 

Afon, 77 

Bodlas, 166 

Clwyd, 36 

■' Dalar Llwynog, 69 

Ffrancon, 102 

Gwytherin, 135, 163 

^— Gwynant, 131 

Llaniestyn, 166 

Melin, 134 

mill, 134 
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Nant Rhyd Wen, 207 

y Belan, 222 

y Ffridd, 18, 25 

7 Garth, 26 

y Llyn, 211 

y Mor, 156 

Nantglyn, 37 
NantUe, 156 
Neyin, 163 
Newmarket, 23, 28 
Newtown, 229 
Northop, 20 

Offa's dyke, 25, 223, 228, 229 

Ogwen riyer, 68, 98, 102 

Orme's Head, 46, 50 

Oswestry, 224 

Overton, 15 

Owen Glyndwr, 219 

Tudor, 86 

Pabo hill, 54 
PaU, 212 
Pandy mill, 109 
Panorama walk, 185 
Park gate, 43, 92 
Parys mountain, 90 
Park hall, 225 
Parson's bridge, 235 
Peckferton, 12 
Pen Dinas, 232, 233 
Penbedw hall, 29 
Pencilan Head, 166 
Pendyffiryn park, 61 
Pengwem, 30 
Pen Glais, 232 
Pen Helyg, 114 
Peniarth, 182 
Pen Llethrig, 194 
Penmachno, 119 
Penmaenan, 66 
Penmaen Bach, 60, 66, 67 

Mawr, 66, 67, 70 

Penmaenmawr, 66, 67, 68, 72 
Penmaen Pool, 185 

Rhos, 44, 55 

Penmon priory, 86 
Penmorfa, 168 
Penmynydd, 86 



Pennal, 183 
Pennant, 209 
Penrhos, 93 
Penrhyn, 54 

castle, 67, 68, 97, 102 

Deudraeth, 159 

quarries, 98, 144 

Pensam, 42, 44, 188 
Pentraeth, 89 
Pentre Foelas, 37, 116 
Pen y Beran, 61 

yBont, 195 

y Gader, 64 

y Gaer, 64, 117 

y Groes, 156, 162 

y Gwryd, 126, 127, 133, 136, 
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y Pass, 126 



Pistyll Cain, 174, 196 

Rhaiadr, 209, 210 

y IJyn, 240 

y Rhyd, 207 

Pitt's Head, 134 
Plas, 159 

Bodidris, 26 

'• Bryn Euryn, 54 

drug, 232 

Gwyn, 89 

Llanfair, 81, 83 

— Hawr, 56 

Newydd, 41, 80, 82. 83, 214 

Power, 16, 25 

Teg, 18 

Point Lynas, 89 

of Air, 23,43 

Pont Aberglaslyn, 152, 157, 158 

ar Fynach, 234 

Asa, 23 

Cysylltau, 223 

Erwyd, 235, 239 

Glyn Diffwys, 117, 219 

Llyfnant, 240 

Newydd, 40 

Rhydbont, 92 

Rhyd Ddu, 134 

Rhydfendigaid, 238 

Rhyd Groes, 236 

Rhythallt, 97 
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Pont y Gromlech, 126 

y Gwr Drwg, 234 

y Gyfyng, 105, 123, 125 

y Pant, 118 

y Pair, 107 

yr Afon Gam, 120 

Pool park, 37 

Port Dinorwic, 83, 94, 131 

Madoc, 157, 167, 168 

Penrhyn, 67 

Porth'Dinlleyn, 164 
Llongan, 89 

Llwyd falls, 60, 113 

Mendwy, 165 

Nigel, 166 

Wen, 90 

Precipice walk, 171 
Prestatyn, 43 
Prysor river, 197 
Puffin island, 56, 87 
Pwllheli, 165, 167 

QueenIs febrt, 10, 43 

Bed Wharf bat, 87, 88, 89 
Rhaiadr Cwm, 162, 240 

Cynfael, 161 

Ddn, 174, 190 

Mawddach, 174, 196 

Mawr, 76 

y Wennol, 105, 107 

Rhayader, 238 
Rheidol riyer, 233 
Rhinog Fach, 191 

Fawr, 191 

Rhiw, 166 
Rhiwaedog, 206 
Rhiwargor, 207 
Rhiwlas, 212 
Rhos Fynach, 55 
Rhosygwalian, 206 
Rhuddlan, 29 
Rhyd y Fen, 204 

y Meinciau, 207 

Rhydymwyn, 25 
Rhyl, 26, 27, 43 
Rhyllon, 31 
Riyak, 163 
Royal Charter, 89 



Ruabon, 221 
Rug park, 117 
Ruthin, 35, 36 

Saddle, 177 
Sarn Helen, 121 
Segontium, 95, 96 
Seiont riyer, 94 
Selattyn, 225 
Seyeni riyer, 239 
Shelton, 227 
Shrewsbury, 225 
Siamber Wen, 28 
Skerries, 91, 93 

Snowdon, 131, 133, 137, 139, 140, 
142 

Ranger, 133, 134, 142, 156 

South Stack, 93 
Sonthey's Madoc, 153 
St. Asaph, 31, 41 

Beuno, 20, 162 

Beuno's college, 32 

Cadyan, 181 

• Garmon, 19 

George, 42 

Lupus, 19 

Peris, 129 

Tecla, 26 

Trillo, 55 

Tudno, 48 

Twrog, 190 

Tydecho, 206 

Winifred, 20, 41, 162 

Steddfa Gurig, 239 
Strata Florida, 238 
Strata Marcella, 227 
Suspension bridge, 57, 59, 80 
Swallow falls, 105, 107 
5ychnant pass, 61, 68 

Talacbe, 23 
Talargoch, 28 
Taliesin, 111 
Talgarth hall, 183 
Tal y Bont, 159 

y Cefn, 59, 60, 114 

y Fan, 62 

y Llyn, 176, 179, 180 

y Sarnau, 190 
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Tanad stream, 209 

Tan y Bwlch, 105, 159, 160, 168, 

190 234 
Tan 7 Grisian, 160, 169 
Tarannon, 240 
Tekerri, 182 
Teifi, 288 
Tomen j Mnr, 197 

y Rhodwydd, 26 

Torrent walk, 170 
Tower, 19 

Towyn, 176, 180, 181, 182 
Traeth Bach, 190 

Mawr, 154, 168 

Traws Coed, 236 

Trawsfynydd, 196 

Tre Castell, 86 

Trefeglwys, 240 

Trefhant,40 

Trefriw, 60, 111 

Trefriw wells, 60, 111 

Tremadoc, 158, 168 

Tremeirchion, 32 

Tre'r Caeran, 163 

Trevor, 89 

Trevor hall, 218 

Tryfan, 104 

Tryation stream, 218 

Tryweryn, 212 

Tubular bridge, 57, 59, 80 

Twll Du, 104, 148 

Twm o'r Nant, 34 

Twrch stream, 201, 205, 210 

Twthill, 97 

Ty Hyll bridge, 125 

lyn y Coed, 105 

Tyn y Groes, 174, 184 

Tyrau Mawr, 176, 177 

Tywyn, 52 

Tvn y Maes, 102 

Tyn y Castell, 234 

Ubiooniux, 227 



Vaenol pare, 81, 131 
Valle Crucis abbey, 217 
Viaduct, 223 

Watt's dyke, 21, 221, 225 
Welshpool, 227 
Wen Graig, 176 
Wheeler river, 29, 32 
Whitchurch, 34 
Whitford, 23 
Whittington castle, 225 
Wilderness wood, 16, 17 
Wilson, Richard, 18 
Wnion river, 176, 184, 199 
World's end, 218 
Wrexham, 15, 25 
Wroxeter, 225 
Wybrnant vale, 120 
Wylfa Head, 166 
Wye, 239 
Wynnstay, 221 
Arms, 230 

T Dbosol, 63 

Y Foel Fras, 64 

Y Foel Goch, 146 

Y Gamallt, 121 

Y Gam, 146 

Y Mwd, 74 

Y Wyddfa, 131 
Yr Allt Fawr, 119 
Yr Afon Ddu, 112 
Yr Aran, 131 

Yr Arryg, 65 

Yr Eifl, 163 

Yr Elen, 100, 101 

Ysgethin river, 192,194 

Yspytty, 233, 236 

Cynfyn, 235, 239 

Ifan, 120 

Ystwyth, 236 

Ynys Enlli, 164 
Ynys Maengwyn, 182 
Ystrad Fflttr, 238 



LOSDOV: PBIKTBO BT EDWASD 8TANF0BD, 56, CHABDfG OBOOS, 8.W. 



GILLOW'S FURNITURE 



GILLOW & C° 

FURNITURE MANUFACTURERS 

LANCASTER 

ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF 

PARQUET FLOORS 

EITHER FIXED OR PORTABLE 



DESIGNS & PRICES ON APPLICATION 



2 ADVERTISEMENTS. 



THE ENGLISH LAKES.— GMSMERE. 



udBOkC 



THE ROTHAY HOTEL, 

FoBMXBiiT ''Moss Hkad Housb," edilt expbessly tob thx ultk 
Easl Gadooak, 1871-2, and now 

A FIBST-CLASS H0!I;EL; 

With very saperior accommodation and attaractions foa* VIsitorB. It is situated in tfae 

centre of the lovely Vale qf Graanertt near to the diaidi, the resting place of the poets 

Wordsworth and H. Ooleridge, and only a few minutes' walk from the Lake. 

THE PRIVATE PLEASURE GROUNDS, 

Bounded npon three sides by the fomons trout-stream, the River Rothay, are very attrac- 

tive, and unequalled In the district for extent and beauty, and are well adapted for 

Croquet, Arcbeiy, and Bowls, the requirements for wliifjb are ftimiahed by the Hotel. 

AN EXCELLENT BTT.T.TARD BOOM 

is also provided. 

COACHES in connection with the RaUways and Steamers pass many times daily, 
and Visitors will find the Rothay Hotel most central ^or making Daily Excorsions to 
all parts of the district. 

POSTING IN EVERY BRANCH. 

BOATS ON THE LAKE. FISHING FROM THE PRIVATE GROUNpS. 

R. HUDSON, Proprietor. 



V.B.^OBAFES, dkc, GBOWN UPON THE PBEUISES. 



€^KSiSa£.&i!it@ i^&SISS, 



THE KESWICK HOTEL. 

THIS Hotd stands ia its own gronnda, of ten acrea, immedintaly 
■iHiMiig tha RiUwar SUOw, la whlcb It to conDHtel bj n a-rtnd nj. It is 
'iluBnil; iltiiaud on riilng gniiuid. ud cgnmuDds exUulie mid bnuUnil ileni of 



ul JdIt. 

I A-OHcb long IblB Hotel dorUur the eummer ever; momlDg for BDlteniien(SiiDdt>ji 
•iceptedl. iUJlng foot ham Id Bnltamwre, ud rMnrnlng In tlmo fot tbe evoiing 
nUu. nn,ti. Ocubc* uln lave IMi Hold foe bU pull of Uie Like IMttricL 
Post HoTBM, HoTuitaliL Ponies, and OonTsyanoea of ereiy 
daaoriptlon always in raadlnau. 
I Gtnides, Boats, and Sxperienoed Boatmen. 

Che rirbt of PlshiiiB' In the Oreta. TeleBraph on the premlaes. . 

MI8B PBANK, 
i HK8 COLES, 



ADTEBTI8BHBNTS, 



LODORE HOTEL, 

AT THK HEAD OF 

SEBWENTWATEB, KESWICK, 



THE above flnt-cUu EatabliBliniBiit ma enlarged ei^eoull j for u 
Hotel In 19IS. It Is MMuto ao the nunln la the Lake, uul !• npMs with traj 
BMiara Impravenuni amtalnliig tka l^rgut Collte Hcun In tht LclES UlsUkit. atfn^ 
Knl Ladles' Oolee Room. Privste Sitting Boomi, and Slity Bedii Hot ind CbU ButK 
mill CTerr other UDDiumiiditloii required In ■ flru-dus bMaL It is ddlBhttnlly ritDSIr< 
Id lu own Pleuan (iroaoilg, wtalcta slope down la the nurgln of the l^ke, ud the hU- 
dowi commud tbs ranodeit sceneiT' In Ibe dlilrtct, emlHiicfait the whola of Denraii- 
wster with lit m^estlcmonnMliii. Tba celebrnted FsUi oF Lodug are In (ha PiMt 
arouodiH Ibe rear oCtheHoteL FartieiDotit^rtngatlbsBotdmnit have pnsMx 
from the Proprietor la »lew tba Fall* and Onwnde. FWiIng fr«^ ■ third of Dervoi- 
wsler Lake lielunging to Die Owner of tfali Hotel. Paniea Boaided b; Week ot JI«t 
An Omnibna meeuibe Tnln at the Knwlck RaDwaj SlatfeD,andalai) noBlo CDanedia 
with Rlg^s Roy.1 Moll Oactiea nim Wlndsnner*. Boats nlpidled direcL and PoitiK 
li.amiabrMichai, Coach to flutlennere, dally. Table d'HAIe. BUUaidi a»l »»« 



^ Butlumerc^ dall;. TaUe d'HAle. 

iXI, Troprietor. 



<o taunA OS Sundoyi rmiif Cliarg*. 

/.BOOI 



nEIfcWENT'WAXEK 3L.AJ££:. 



THE eORROWOAlE HOTEl. 

BOEROWDALE, KESWICK, 

|llnilditlr bg 3-3-3- % P'tBce of IBidti, $ima ^flgtir, 



Tai *bovs tnga HUbllibnunt !■ Itie on^ Hotel aittuiUd nmaaliitelf ai the Head i)( 
DerwtntmUsr ml ttie mtniMt of Ibe plciiUMiu Ytls of Bomwdile, *ik1 comnuuda iJie 
snniliat Tlemof I.>kt^Hi)iraliliu,uuiyill7iot tlilitbeiiioit romuiilc pun o( the 
ILUeUiiMot. FhiIh vWUiiBtUi Hotel mtfHMrnl7iipcmaeb«iittfii'iui«kDcl 
all ibaSMnfKli of borne. AuOmiiItniiiBetUi1ITnni*atlbeKHMlckHuilun. PogUcg 
In all Hi brudx*. HonBUU INuIci, einolHiced Gnliles, Baataaeii, Ac Uool BoatlDg 
OD llM Like. Flihtaig Free to tluM it^ng in Ibe B«I«L 

HOT, aOUi, AND SHOWBIl BATES. 

PARTIES BOARDED BY DAT, WEEK, OR MONTH, DK HEAStMABU TEAMS. 
E. B. OOODFELLOW, PBOFsiBro&. 



6 ADVERTISEMENTS. 

3C£8WIC3£. 

The Eoyal Oak Hotel, 

KESWICK, DERWENTWATER, 

TS the Largest and Oldest Established Commercial 
and Family Hotel, and most centrally situated. This 
Establishment has had the hononr of receiving the patron- 
age of the late Qneen Dowager, H.KH. the Prince of 
Wales, the King of Saxony, the Grand Duke Constantino 
of Bossia, &c., &c. 

Families and Tourists visiting the English Lakes who 
may fiEiyour this Hotel with their patronage will meet with 
every comfort and acconmiodation, combined with moderate 
charges. 

Hot, Gold, and Shower Baths. Billiards. 

Posting in all its branches. Mountain Ponies and Guides, 

A Coach to Buttermere and Crummock Lakes every 
morning during tke Season. ' 

N.B. — Omnibuses and Servants from the Hotel axe is 
attendance on all the Trains, at the Station door. 



WILLIAM WILSON, 



ADYEBTISEMENTS. 



TO TOUBISTS AND OTHEBS. 



JOHN BIEKETT, 

PRACTICAL WATCHMAKER, 




MARKET PLACE, KESWICK. 



the largest stock of minerals in the whole 

lake: district. 



The prinoipal and original Mannfactorer of the Skiddaw, Scawfell, 
and other Oranites, mMie from Specimens personally selected, and 
suitable for Presents and Souvenirs of the Lake District 

Jewel Caskets, made firom a variety of Ornamental Onyx, and Agate 
Goods in great variety. 

Gold and Silver Watches, Clocks, and Timepieces of the newest 
Designs. Fine Gold Jewellery, including Diamond Rings, both new 
and second-hand, at very low prices. Silver-plated Articles of every 
description. 

Finest Whitby Jet and Irish Bog Oak Ornaments. Field and 
Opera Glasses, Telescopes, Thermometers, Barometers, Pocket Com- 
passes, Spectacles and Eyeglasses, Musical Instruments, &c. 

The Pocket Aneroid Bw)meter, an instrument most valuable to the 
tourist, being a guide to the weather, and giving the elevations above 
the sea-leveL iUso tiie Pedometer, whidi gives the distances travelled 
by the pedestrian. 

The ** Surprise Stone Locket'* of Keswick, containing Sixteen Views 
of the District, sent to any address for 9 postage stamps. 

Repairs in any of the al!ove Branches carefully and promptly attended 
to. Engraving done to order. Observe the Address — 

BIBKBTT, ICABEET PLACE, KESWICK. 

(Opposm Funtoft'b Model.) 



8 ADVERTISEMENTS. 



MAYSON'S 



ORDNANCE MODEL 



OF THB 



ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT, 

LAEE ROAD, KESWICK. 

ADMISSION, ONE SHILLING FOR THE SEASON. 



The above Model is constructed Mathematically from the 6-inch 
(Gk)Temment) Ordnance Survey, and should be first consulted by all 
Excursionists who visit the Metropolis of the Lake District, whether 
for one day or months, who care to know what ^o see and where to go. 
Amongst a large number of noted critiques are the following : — 

Fbok the Abtbonokeb Botal.— '* I have examined many parts of the Model very 
carefully, and am much pleased with its accuracy.** 

Sq^ 23, 1876. G. B. AiXT. 

Fbok thb Rbv. Gakok Btlb, M.A.— ^I have examined Mayaon's Modri of the Lake 
IMstrict with deep interest— after staying at Eeswlck for two months eveiy year for seven 
years, and careftilly studying the conntiy round the place. I consider tbe Model ex- 
tremely well executed, and calculated to convey an immense^ amoaat of infbnnation to 
visitors in a very short time." ^ 

Aug. Y. 1876. JoHH C RxxA. 

"It is perhaps impossible to speak too highly of this modeL Its value, from an 
educational point of view, is very high. Being coostrocted from Blx*inch Ordnance 
Maps, its geographical accuracy is ensured, and the detailed carrying out of the wbole 
thiug is excellent." J. Cuftoh Wabd, H.M, Geological Survey. 

**May8on'8 Ordnance Model of the Lake District is perhaps one of the most «fi<a>»»H 
specimens of Geographical Modelling ever constructed in England. A few minntefiT 
inspeciioti of it will give the tourist a better knowledge of the topography of thft coantry 
than can be obtained fh)m any other souroe.*— i/isnftimon'i J*ractieal Guide to tkg 
£ngli»h Lakes. 

A very large eeUeHon of PHOTOGRAPHIC VIEWS by Payne 
Jennings, Frith, Pettitt, Fergunon, &c 

PIANOFORTES AND HABMONIUMS ON SALE OR HIRE. 

PBOFE88IONAL TUJNi&B KEPT. 



Kbbwiok Museum op Local Natubal Histobt and F uN T or rt 
Model of the English Lake Distbiot exhibited in the Town Ball, 
Keswick. Admission for the Season, One Shilling. 

For Reviews of Keswick Museum and of Flintof?s Models see opuuou 
of Scientific Men and the Press. 
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10 ADVEBTISEMISNTS. 



WlHtaSftiiSitS MMM. 



LAKESIDE HOTEL. 

This Excellent Old-established Hotel is beantifolly sitoated at the 
foot of the Lake, adjoining the Lakeside Station of the Fnrnesa 
Bailway. 

CONVEYANCES AND PLEASURE BOATS. 



AddresB : LAKESIDE HOTEL, via OAENTOETH, 

J: BBOWN, Proprieior. 
Also of the QUEEN'S HOTEL, AMBLESIDE. 



THE ENGLISH LAKES. 

SKIDDAW TEMPERANCE HOTEL 

(Be^buiU, eonaderabty Enlarged, and Be-fvrmahed)^ 

MAIN STREET, EESWICE, 

In dote promimity to (Ae BanJa, Post and Telegraph Office, Ac. 

Coffee Boom, Public Drawing Boom, Commercial Boom, Private Sitting 

Booms, Bath Boom, Lavatory, &o., &a 

Extendve and unintefTiipted menm of Skiddaw, Lake DerweiUwatear and 

sfurrounding aeenery. 



URGE PUBLIC HALL FOR PIC-NIC PARTIES, SC HOOL TRIPS, «a 

Post Eoises, Hoimtain Ponies, and Guides to all parts of the Lake Distiiot. 

N.B. — ^A Coaoh leaves the Hotel at 10 a.m. every morning during the 
season for BUTTEBMEBE, via the romantic Yale of Bonowdale and 
over the majestic Honister Pass, returning through the Yale of New- 
lands— the best drive in the whole district 



ADTEETISEMENTS. 



Sg Sppntrimml la rU Pit 
H^tilg'g ^abanmttd 9fGu>. 

HOGARTH 4 HAYES, 

EOnllBBOBI TO A. Wu«, 

BLACK LEAD PENCIL 

MiNtJFACTUBEBS. 

ObKTTs the Addnsa: 

Sonthey Hill Fenoil Works, 
KESWICK, 

Sniuted adjdniii; Itae grciiinds at 



hupRSKd on Fmdli «tlh QtM or 
SUTflrLetti™. 

Admintoii Frs. Cudi to ba 
oUilDHl St tiD7 or tbe Hotel! or 



HCFOBTANI TO TOUBISIS. 



XHS ¥ICTOaSA HOTEi, 



Thr ftbove Hotel has been recentlv enlarged, and ooDtaiiu large and 
commodiona Coffee-Toom, apaciottB Sittiag-rooma. Smoking-rooma, »nij 
vell-Tentilated Bedrooms, &o., and being Qlted up and replete with 
every modem improvement appertaining to a flrat-clasa Hotel, enables 
the proprietress to oSer to Tonrists and Visitors to the Lake Distriot 
every comfort oombined with Bfoderale Chai'gea. 

The ViOTOBU Hotel is sitnated amongst the moat charming scenery 
and pore air, and ita proiimity to the Lakes of Cmnunock and Batter- 
mere makes it a most desirable Residence for parties fond of Angling, 
wbioh ma; here be enjoyed to repletion, the X>akes and Streams 
aboDnding with Trout and Char. Fishing Parties may confidently 
rely npon meeting with every attention, tho promotion of whose com- 
fort will ever be ^e study of the proprietreaa. 

Lnncheon ready every day &om 1 o'clock till 4. Private Dinnoa at 
any hour. Special arrangemeeta can be made witb partiea for Board 
and Bpsidenoe by the Week or Month. 

Neat CoDveyanoee, Poet Horses, Honntain Ponieo, and trustworthy 
Qnidds siqiplied. Boato supplied. 
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"IMPERIAL PATTERDALE."— Wesfs (TttMi?. 



ULLSWATER LAKE HOTEL, 

PATTEBDAIE, fEHBITH. 



Tri8 New and Oominodioiis Hotel has recently been oonsldeTably embelUsbed and 
enlaiged, and beaktea the aoodmmodation of a firat^Uuss establishment, now contains a 
MAomFicxHT Ladiz8* Cofveb Room and Eleven Private Sitting Booms. It la beantl- 
ftiUy situate on the margin of Ullswater, within a few yards of the Steamboat Pier, and 
commands most charming and varied views of tiie lake and of the wild sechtded glens 
and lattj nagged heights with which this highly picturesque and beautiful neif^boor- 
hood is on every side surrounded. ImmedUitely behind the hotel is the romantic 
wooded height called Sty Barrow Crag, the summit of which conmiands one of the most 
extensive and beautifal panoramic views in the Lake Country. 

The Hotel stands in the midst of several acres of Pleasure and Becreatioa Grounds, 
extending to the margin of the lake, where are numerous Pleasure Boats and Private 
I<tnd1ngii. The Steanier starts from the pier in front of the Hotel di^y, affording an 
eaay and delightAil means of seeing all the magnificent scenery bordering Ullswater. 

The Fall of Ain Force is within a short distance, and this is the most convenient 
station for ascendingHelvellyn. 

Tourists visiting Ullswater can book through from Keswick by Bail and Coach. 



TODD'S 

QUININE WIIVE. 



This elegant and renowned preparation of genuine 
Quinine stands unsurpassed for purity, strengUi, and 
flayour, and is universally approved by the Medical 
Profession. It is the best, safest} and most agreeable 
remedy known for Indigestion, Loss of Appetite, 
Nervousness, Tic or Neuralgia, Ague, Debility, Spasms, 
and all derangement of the Stomach. 

The Oenmlm U Mam^laehmd only 6f 

JOE TODD, Chemist, Carlisle, 

And bean his name on the Government Stamp. 
Sold, at /Ss. 6d. per Bottle, by all Clieixxists. 

ASK FOB AND HAYB ONLY 

TODD'S QUININE WINE. 
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mim^'B AEMs MQtm'L^ 

FAMILY, COMME BCIAL, AND POSTING HOUSE. 

This old-established first-lass Hotel will be found replete with every comfort and 
convenienoe, being sitnate In the central and most bosiness part of the town. Kendal is 
the best centre f^om which to visit the Long Sleddale and Kentmere Vales, Levens 
Hall, and other places of special Interest to the tonrist 

Omnibuses meet every train. Posting in all its branches. 

JAMES BELL, PnprieUn'. 
THE MOST CENTRAL HOTEL IN THE LAKE DISTRICT. 

HUDSON'S 

The * RED LION' is the oldest established Hotel in Grasmere, and is conveniently 
situated at the head of the Lake; it is quiet and select, and within 100 yards of the 
churchyard where lie the remains of Wordsworth and Coleridge, and near tl^ Post OlBce. 
To meet the increasing requirements of his business, tiie Proprietor has made extensive 
additions to the Hotel, which wiU be found to possess every comfort and convoiienoe for 
Tourists and Visitors. 

Posting in all its branches. Pleasure Boats on the Lake. Parties in or seddng 
Lodgings supplied with eveiy information. Wines, Spirits, ftc., of the finest quality. 
Omnibuses firom the Hotel meet the Steamers at Waterhead, Windermere. 

. BILLIARDS. 

FAMILY & OOMMEROIAL HOTEL, 

SANDOWN, ISLE OF WIGHT, 

Faoinq the 8ea, with Lawn extesdisq to the Beaob. 



E. WAY, Pbopbdetbess. 



YORK HOTEL, 

SAJVDOHVN BAY, IS]L.£: OF TTIGHT, 

WUMn One MiftuU^i Walk qf ihn Sea Shore, 



JT- -VT- B 1 GUsT B ri lu 

Begs to assure Visitors to Sandown they will find both comlbrt and economy In patrm- 
is^g the above HoteL Dinners, Luncheons, and Teas, on the shortest notice. Wines 
and Spirits of the best qualltv. Superior Bottled and Draught Ales and Porter, Coffee 
and Commercial Booms. The Hotel stands at the corner of Wilkes' Road, and taoeA 
Sandown Square. 
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*— — — — — , M, I ■ I - ^ ■ _i_ — 

CABLE'S HOTEL AND RESTAURANT, 

HIGH STBEET, VENTNOE. 

FOSTINa IN ALL ITS BRANCHES. 
A Fixed and Moderate Tariff. 

JOHN CABLE, Pbopbhtob. 



Neazest Hotel to the New Pier and Marine Drive. 

THE PAEADE HOTEL. 

CHUBCH WALKS, ILAgDUDlTO. 

ATKINSON'S LAKE HOTEL, KESWICK, 

Is sltnated outside the town and nearest the Lake. The Hotel oTerlooks the Lake and 
Ita monntaina round abont. The position of this Hotel is unequalled In Keswick, and 
visttors will do well to see it before securing apartments ebewhere. Posting in all its 
branches. An Omnibus meets the trains. 

M. ATKINSON, Pboprdstdb. 

MR. J. M. YOUNG'S NEW STUDIOS, 

UPPER MOSTYN STBEET. 



PRIZE MEDAL PHOTOGBAPHS ABE NOW ON VIEW. 



FINE ART PHOTOGRAPHS IN EVERY STYLE. 



Patronized by the Leadings Vobility and Gentry. 



N.B.— The new Uiniatnie of the Prinoess Beatrice, painted by desin 

of the Queen, is now on view. 
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E. B. KILPIN, 

WATCH AND CLOCK MAKEB, JEWELLER, AND* OPTICIAN, 



OPPOSITE TRINITY GHUBCfl, LLANDUDNO. 



Ohronometers, Bepeaters, Duplex, Levers, Horizontal and Vertical 
Watches and Clocks effectoally Repaired and Gleaned. Plate and 
Jewellery Bepaired. Watch Glasses and Keys Fitted. 
Variation from Oreenvoich time: Llandudno — 15 minutei 20 seconds slow, 

MRS. LILLEY, 

FANCY BAZAAR, HABERDASHER, AND STATIONER. 
FURNISHED APARTMENTS. REFRESHMENTS. 

MOUNTAIN VIEW, MOSTYN STREET, LLANDUDNO. 



EPITOME 

LOGEHABT'S 

LIFE OF SIR WALTER SCOTT. 

BY 

HENBY ntWIN JENKINSON, 

▲UTHOB OT 
.FBACnCAL OUIDBB TO *'THB BNOLIBH LAXB DXBTBIOT;" *<THB ISU OW KAH;" 
«04JUJ8LS, QUJSLLSDt WUAX "WALL, A3n> RiaHBODBHOOO } " 
'*THX Z8LB or WIGHT;" AlTD **HOBTH WALB8." 



** Tbl8 abridgment appears to be carefully prepared, and to ooosiat mainly of matten 
worthy *of being written in a book.' It will be fomid ttaronghont entertalnimr and 
reUable."— iformfv Pf»t. 

«* Mr. Jenkinson'8 * Epitome ' is executed with fidelity and good taste. We have com- 
pared it thronghont with the Uography, and have been struck by the Judgment of the 
compiler, who rarely, if ever, omits a point illustrative of the chaimcter of Soott. A 
better abridgmeot could not be produced.^— Poll MoM GatetU, 



Edinburgh : 
ADAM AND CHARLES BLACK. 
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, Feap. 8w>, mth Meg^, doih, 6e. 
JENEINSON'S 

PRACTICAL GUIDE 

TO 

CARLISLE, GILSLAND, ROMAN WALL, 

AND NEIGHBOUEHOOD. 



AUo^ a Smallbb Edition, /cap. Svo, with Map^ 28, 



*' The details of the toon are gtven in a gossiping, handy way, with a good deal of hiii- 
torlcal matter. The whole cannot fail to be useful to tourists.'^—^tikeiuBtim. 

** To those who desire to ^Isit this district we oould recommend no more valuable 
oompaoion than Mr. Jenklnson's 'Practical Guide/" — Nature. 

** This work must prove as interesting to residents as it wlU be useful to visifean."— 
Carlisle JoumdL ^ 

Loi^oon: EDWABD STANFORD, 55, Ohabing Cross. 8.W. 



Fcap, 8vo, doihy wiA Two Maps, 6«. 6d, 
JENKINSON'S 

PRACTICAL GUIDE 

TO 

NOR TH WA L E S. 

AUOf a Smallbb Edition, /cap, Svo, with Map, 28. 6d. 

The CoMPLBTB QuiDB in Fivb SeCitionb: 

Chxsteb — Llandudno — Bxttws y oobd and Snowdoh — 
DoLOXLLBT and Bala — Llangollxn and Abebtbtwtte. 

With Map, price Is. 6d. each. 

i 

LaHDOB : EDWABD 8TANF0BD, 55, QsAsnro Csow, aW. 5 



[ 
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Fcaj^. Sw, mih Six Maps, cloth^ 5«. , 

JENKINSON'S 

PRACTICAL GUIDE 

TO 

THE ISLE OP WIGHT. 

Aho, a Smalleb Edition, fcap, Svo, mth Map, 28, 



*• The stranger to the Isle of Wight will find in Mr. H. I. Jenklnson's Guide all that 
dlstfaigiilahing accuracy and clearness which have made the author's northern handbooks 
so popular. Each by-path, by-down, or cliff, or sands. Id marked down under each sec- 
tion wijji almost faultless precision. The store of legendary or historic matter too is, 
for the space, unusually copious." — Graphic. 

** This work strikes us as being by far the best, most useful, and most practical guide 
to the islaiid we have seen." — Jde of Wight Advertiser, 



London: EDWARD STANFORD, 55, GHABma Oboss, S.W. 

Fcap. 8vOy mth Map, chth, Bs. 
JENKINSON'S 

PRACTICAL GUIDE 

TO 

THE ISLE OF MAN 



Also, a Smallkb Edition, /cap. Svo, toiih Map, 2«. 



** The beat account of the island in a small compass which we have ■eea.*— ffnipAie. 

** Unlike most Guides it is not only a book to consult, but a book worth leading."^ 
PaU MaU Gatette. 

** To the tourist Mr. Jenklnson's Gnide is, without donbt, a most pracHeal one. It ta 
written in a very plain, unassuming style, and the itineraries are eyidentl^ the produc- 
tions of one who has tramped over every foot of the several localities he ao clearly 
describes."-- IfoniB Herald. 

London : EDWABD STANFORD, 55, GHAimf o Oboib, 8.W. 
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With Nine Haps, fcap. 8to, doth, U," 

JENKINSON'S PRACTICAL GUIDE 

TO THE 

ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT. 



CONTENTS: 

Inirodactton— How to Spend a Flying Visit to the I.Akes— A Fourteen Days' l%d 
trian Toot— Charges for Gonveyanoes, Ponies, and Gntdes— Heights of MonntaJna, Lai 
Tama, and Faaaea— Local Names, Meteorologyt Geology, Botany, and Mineralogy. 

WmDKBVSRB — Lavodals — QKAsmtRa — OoHisTov — Keswick — Buttebmesi 
Wastwatkb, and Ullswatbb Sbgtiors ; oontainhig ftill Infonnation and Instmctk 
respecting WaUca, Drives, Boadng, Ascents, Ezcaraions, Ac. 

%* Portions of the hook are alao published in Sections, With Maps, price la. 6<2. e« 
L Kiswicx; IL Wihdbkxesb and LAHonALx; IIL Gohibtok, BoTTSBiCKBr, i 
WAsrwATiB; ly. Gbasxebb and nixBWAmt. 



" The landmarks are pointed out as we ascend or descend, so that a wayfhring tni 
thoni^ a Ibol, cannot err in his ramble. . . . Let those who can, take a holiday, and n 
off to the land of beauly and of poetry, of health, of strength, of pastoral peace. ^ 
Jenkinson shall he their goidCb and they wUl return better men. in body, mind, and spt 
for the outing. AUont 1 Bon voyage et ten reUnwy^Timet, June 27 th, 1873. 

** A more nsefhl companion, we can honestly say, oonld not be found. .... Let evi 
visitor to the Lakes take Mr. Jenkinson's volnme and never part company with it 
with it in his pocket, he fitils to see anything that he ought to see, or ever loses his wi 
it will not be the fault of his guide."— iS^wctator. 

** If the tourist is already free of the hills, let him get a copy of Jenkioson's Guide, c 
he will easily find his way. So carefoUy, indeed, is this work executed, that we see 
turning to it that it not only gives the dearest directions for going from Graamere i 
M^s GiU into Langdale, but also for retomfaig." — Saturday ItenUw. 

** The most perfect gnide>l>ook that we ever BaM.**-^Graphie. 

''The care which Mr. Jenkinson has expended on the work is remarkable, ^t won 
seem that wlienever a doubt could be solved by a walk of fifty or a hundred miles, *tel 
not hesitated to take it. . . . The result of his labour is apparent on every page. 1 
general arrangement of the volume is admirable; the maps are good; liut perhaps! 
mo^ striking feature of the book— a feature, indeed, which distinguishes it nom alnM 
all other guidM— is the dear and careful manner hi which the traveller is directed oi 
mountain-paths and sheep-tracks, through kmely valleys and across desolate moors." 
PaU MaU GoMette, 

** Oontains a number of maps on the large scale of one inch to the mile. ... A dm 
naeftil companion for a ramble over a pathtoss country it would be difficult to ]novid< 
— illutirafed London Newt. 

<* We commend this guide to all travdlers."— .iCftevuBum. 

** A real ' Guide Book.' "— JTendoI Mercury. 

** The visitor to the Engliah Lakes could not have a better oompaniaiL''^T9%<(dk«i 
iVeuis. 

** One of the best guides in existence, and may be pnrdiased by intending tonrMi 
the Lake District in the fhllest oonfidenoe that th^ will get their money^ wortL^ 
McuuAesUr Ouardian. 

"One of the best and most comprehensive works of the kind yet pa1>Ushed.''—£i( 
Menwry. 

** Contains all that the tourlat wanta to know."— ftrminpAaM DaUy OaaetU, 

I-ondon : BDWABD STAKFOBB, 66, Charing OroM, S.^ 
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